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Outdoor Worship 11-8-2020 
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First United Church of Christ 

Rev. Joel Risser 

501 Northampton Street 

Hellertown PA 18055 

(610)838-8811 office@firstucchellertown.com

    Outdoor Worship in December
 We will be offering Outdoor Worship on our parking lot. 

     (weather permitting). 
    You will be able to sit in your lawn chair or in your car, and 

worship God while maintaining safe physical distancing. 

   Sunday, December 13 at 10 am 

 Thursday, December 24 at 1 pm and 4 pm 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be 
 available online 

Weekly worship services are available via Live-
Stream on our Website at 10:00 am each Sunday. 

     2019 
December  2020 
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Welcome to our New Members, 
 Aaron and Alissa Kelley and their son, Winston 
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 On Sunday, November 8th, children in Grade Three received Bibles 
during our outdoor worship service. 

While Pastor Joel was on  vacation, we 
welcomed Pastor Susan as our guest 
pastor on  November 15th. 

On November 22nd, Rev. Marian Shearer 
served as our guest pastor. She is the  
sister of Marji Hughes. 

     Change of Address for: 

Warren & Dinelle Kurz  

  1490 Caspian St. 

 Allentown PA 18104-8233 

 Nathan and Jennifer Yonney  & family 

 1155 Yorkshire Rd 

 Bethlehem PA 18017-3017 
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Consistory Members 

Elders 

Ann Brown, Head Elder 

Phyllis Heil-Henry 

Wayne Packer 

Georgie Stuempfle 

Deacons 

Diane French 

Leonard French 

Emily Hoff 

Trustees 

Stephen Kyra 

Keith Lentz 

Doug Major 

Andy Spear, President/Head Trustee 

Staff 

Rev. Joel D. Risser, Pastor 

Marjorie P. Hughes, Minister of C.E. 

Patricia O ’Connell, Minister of Music 

Phyllis Scherer, Administrative Asst. 

Robert Turner, Church Treasurer 

Sherwood Stauffer, Sexton 

   Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/hellertownucc 

Church Office Hours:   — The Office will be open 9:00 am to 1:00 pm,      
Monday thru Friday.  Please make your calls to 610-838-8811 and conduct 
your business during those hours. Other calls will be recorded on voicemail. 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and cooperation. 
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Christmas Anywhere! kits bring the fun of an Advent Workshop to 
your home!  5 themed crafts and activities to help your child prepare 
for and celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Come by the church office   
between 9-1 weekdays and pick one up! 

Sunday School options are also offered on our website at 
www.firstucchellertown.org 

November 29 – First Sunday in Advent – Parking Lot  

worship 10am. We will light the first candle on our  
Advent Wreath  as we begin to prepare for Christ’s 
birth. 

December 6 – Sunday, 1pm    We are making a movie of the Nativity 
story in costume, OUTSIDE, in the Rosenberger’s yard.  All children 
through grade 8 are welcome and invited.  Angels, shepherds and   
Magi please let Marji know that you will participate.  We will maintain 
safe distances and wear masks.  Costumes will be brought to the  
Rosenbergers so there is no need to come into the church building.  
Narrator parts will be recorded separately. 

In case of inclement weather, we may attempt to have a “live” 
nativity on Dec. 13 during parking lot worship. 

Keeping our children and church family safe is the Board of Christian Ed’s 
top priority.  We will keep updating you as decisions are made concerning  
in-person Sunday School and nursery care. 

Please, don’t hesitate to contact Marji Hughes if you have questions,  
concerns, ideas or joys to share relating to our children and adult  
programs.   
  or marji.hughes@firstucchellertown.com,  

 610-838-8811 – church

Sunday School 

http://www.firstucchellertown.org
mailto:mphughes22@gmail.com
mailto:marji.hughes@firstucchellertown.com
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Livestream worship is still available online  

for those who cannot make the outdoor service.

Weather permitting, our next parking lot     

worships are scheduled for Christmas Eve at 1pm 

and 4pm

     PARKING LOT  

    SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10am 

December 13
Bring your lawn chairs  or sit in 

your car (tune your radio to FM 106.5)    

to safely worship with your church 

family.     

Please don’t forget your mask! 

     Live-Streaming at First UCC 

  We are starting a Video Team to help run things.  If you are interested in  
learning about this new technology ( for us anyway), please contact the 
church about joining the Team. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Weather-permitting we will be holding 
Outdoor Parking lots services at 1pm 

and 4pm on Thursday. December 24th. 

We also will be pre-recording a Candle-
light service in the Sanctuary. This will 

also be available on December 24th.  
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Stewardship of God’s People at First Church 

 Date Contributions Capital Fund  Attendance 

   October 4 $1,940.00 $0.00 

   October 11 $2,528.00 $0.00    71—Outdoor Service 

   October 18 $5,862.00 $0.00 

   October  25 $8,520.00 $0.00 

 Monthly total $18,850.00 $0.00 

Revenue required @ $4500/wk $18,000.00 

 Over/Short $850.00 

December Birthdays 

12/2 Emily Morello 12/24 Rachel O’Connell 

12/3 Lisa Fenon 12/25 Peg Masiado 

12/3 Melanie Litz 12/26 Ben Schroeck 

12/4 Mark Lorah 12/26 Grady Schroeck 

12/4 Shannon Parsons   12/27 Matthew Harvey 

12/7 Glenn Brown   12/27 Jan Stoneback 

12/7 Al Lishman   12/29 Paul Laub 

12/7 Jean Miller 

12/8 Angel Silfee 

12/8 Emily Stetser 

12/10 Madelyn Ball 

12/10 Kyle Brown 

12/10 Kathryn Hoff 

12/12 Sharon Musgnung 

12/16 Rowan Brown 

12/16 Michael O’Connell 

12/17 Janice Csrnko 

12/17 Bralyn Groh 

12/20 Richard Hanner 

12/22 Julia Major 

12/22 Andrea Policare 

12/24 Bernard Musgnung 

December Anniversaries 

12/9 Al & Susan Lishman 

12/15 Kevin & Milou Brown 

12/29 Bill & Cindy Sabo 

12/30 John & Kathleen Chapman 
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MUSINGS OF THE CONSISTORY PRESIDENT

 ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.’   Proverbs 3:5-6   

What a time we live in right now. This CoVid thing is still hanging over our heads and getting worse. What 
are we supposed to be doing? If we listen to Proverbs, listen to God, pray to him often and the path for-
ward will become clear. 

People smarter than we are tell us to wear a mask, stay six feet apart, and don’t gather in groups. Yet, peo-
ple refuse to listen. Some say,’ God will protect me. I don’t need to take precautions.’ God gave us wisdom 
to do what is right and the ability to do wrong. There are plenty of examples in the Bible of God’s wrath 
showering down on those who did wrong. He is giving us the wisdom to take precaution. This should be our 
path, whether you think it is necessary or not. Do these things for those who believe. 

The Israelites suffered in Egypt for a thousand years until God delivered them. We can    certainly depend 
on our faith to get through this turmoil 

Romans 12:12 

"Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer." 

There is hope. Serums are going to be available. Thanksgiving was a time of giving thanks for the blessings 
the Lord has brought to us. And now we await the Christ child. There is hope.  

Be patient. I imagine we all struggle with that. Since March,  I don’t know who this woman is living in my 
house all the time, but she is quite lovely. Yet, there are times when we  nitpick, don’t listen, and nag. Being 
stuck at home can be a joyous time if you make it one. Let the frustrations pass, be patient, and give thanks 
for the second coming is on its way and CoVid one day will just be another virus that we can control. 

Through all this, what keeps us together? Prayer. Pray for the health and welfare of your family. Pray for 
our church that we will see a clear path to sharing our ministries, to  remaining active, and financially se-
cure. Pray for our world. 

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful." Colossians 3:15 

December Mission Project

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired 
clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ 

for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health     
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. 

Over the past nine months, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency financial needs 
of many who serve the church have increased dramatically. 

In such a time as this, the need for the Christmas Fund is more urgent than ever. United Church 
of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for 
many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those    
servants of the church who are facing a time of need. Thank you! 
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 From the Pastor’s Pen 

I pray all of you have a holy and blessed Avent and a very merry Christmas.  Prepare your hearts – stables 
for the coming of Christ! 

Pastor Joel 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining 

And I believe in love, even when there’s no one there. 

And I believe in God, even when he is silent. 

I believe through any trial, there is always a way 

But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair 

My heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there 

But a voice rises within me, saying hold on my child, I’ll give you strength, 

I’ll give you hope. Just stay a little while. 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining 

And I believe in love even when there’s no one there 

But I believe in God even when he is silent 

I believe through any trial there is always a way. 

May there someday be sunshine 

May there someday be happiness 

May there someday be love 

May there someday be peace….” 

-author unknown

Hear a gorgeous song by Mark A. Miller by following the link below: 

https://youtu.be/lzsoeKHQg-c 

The season of Advent reminds us that the birth of Jesus was the moment when God pierced through the 

darkness and sin of our world and was present with us in our human condition. The waiting of Advent   

always brings to mind the song I included at the beginning of this article. The lyrics are a poem found 

written on a wall somewhere in Cologne, Germany. Some sources say it was written on a cellar wall where 

Jews were hiding from the Gestapo, others say it was on a wall in a concentration camp. The poem and 

song point to the hope and absolute need for God to enter into our world and our lives. It is a timeless 

need that rings true every year. This year, though, my spirit shouts for this hope more than ever, and I 

don’t think I’m alone in that need. 

Into The Darkest Hour   by Madeleine L’Engle 

        It was a time like this,      and yet the Prince of bliss 

      War  & tumult of war,   came into the darkest hour 

        A horror in the air.   in quiet & silent light. 

    Hungry yawned the abyss-  And in a time like this 

    And yet there came a star             how celebrate his birth 

And the child most wonderfully there.   When all things fall apart? 

       It was a time like this         Ah! Wonderful it is 

     Of fear & lust for power,    with no room on the earth 

  license & greed and blight-                   the stable is our heart. 
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     December Lay Readers 

December 6 

Lay Reader…………………..Becky Rosenberger 

December 13 

Lay Reader…………………..……….Warren Kurz 

December 24 

Lay Reader……………..…...……Diane French 

December 20 

Lay Reader…………………..……..…… 

  Church Services  are now being  live-streamed.  If you are listed to be the Lay Reader please  

contact the Church Office to verify if you will be reading.  If you will be reading, please arrive by 

9:30 am on that Sunday.  The order of service and Scriptures will be sent to you.  

      BLESSINGS BOX 

Our Blessings Box Food Pantry is being used  heavily. 

We are blessed to be able to help. Obviously, there are 

many in our community who are in need. Thank you to 

the 12 families who have signed up to check the box 

on a specific week. 

Week 12—Carol Petruno—Week of 12/6 

Week 1—Andrea Milliren  - Week of  12/13 

Week  2 —Doug Miller—Week of 12/20 

Week  3 —Marji Hughes—Week of 12/27 

Week 4—Andy Spear—Week of 1/3 

Week 5—Phyllis Scherer—Week of  1/10 

Week 6—Ann Brown—Week of 1/17 

Week 7—Sandy Panick— Week of 1/24 

Week 8—Amy Mixa—Week of 1/31 

Week 9—Diane French—Week of  2/7 

 Week 10—Phyllis Heil-Henry—Week of  2/14 

 Week 11—Georgie Stuempfle—Week of  2/21 

Duties include making sure the Box is clean and  

undamaged and that donated food (if any) in the overflow box on the front porch is moved 

to the Blessing Box (if there is room). It would be appreciated if you checked the box at 

least 3 times during your week. Donations may be brought by anyone at anytime. Some 

food donations may also be stored in the Welcome Café.  

December 27 

Lay Reader……………...………..Andy Spear 
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Upcoming Schedule of Services 

December 2020 10:00 AM  6 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   13 Outdoor Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   20 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

1:00 PM   24 Outdoor Worship Service 

4:00 PM   24 Outdoor Worship Service 

10:00 AM   27 Online Worship 

January 2021 10:00 AM   3 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  10 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  17 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  24 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  31 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

February 2021 10:00 AM  7 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  14 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

7:30 PM  17 Ash Wednesday Online Worship 

10:00 AM  21 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM  28 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

 Always inform the church office if you are hospitalized. Please do not trust that word 
will get to the pastor through the grapevine.  Our hospital code is 428. You can mention 
that if you are admitted.  If you would like to speak with Pastor Joel, he may be reached by 
email at pastor.joel@firstucchellertown.com.

When regularly scheduled events  resume, we will notify you 

by Facebook or One Call. If you are not receiving messages 

by One Call, please contact the Church Office with your  

contact information. If you have recently changed your email 

address, please update your information in the church  

office.   Thank you. 
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Advent Prayers: Names for Jesus 

Fill a jar or hat, etc., with 25 different names for Jesus. Each 

day, take out a different name and use that name for Jesus  

in your prayer. Use the list below, or add your own names.

190121 

The United Church of Canada / L’Église Unie du Canada www.united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped 

Counsellor Prince of Peace Anchor 

Friend Christ Guide 

Brother/Sibling Beloved Gardner 

Wise One Emmanuel Companion 

Lord Ruler Cosmic Christ 

Leader King Mary’s Son 

Dayspring/

Morning Star 

Desire of 

Nations 

The Chosen 

One 

Rod of Jesse Healer 

Teacher Prophet 
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      Bibles and (no) Brunch!! 
   women’s study group

 will begin again January 11,  

either in person or via ZOOM! 

We will discuss Matthew Chapter 2 – the  

    Magi - using the Lectio Divina practice of  

    studying the Bible.  If you wish to participate 

     or need the instruction page on Lectio Divina 

     please contact Marji Hughes.  

  Angel Gifts 
Thank you to all who participated in the Angel Gift Program.   
This year we were able to provide 18 Christmas gifts to children 
of families who utilize the food bank at New Jerusalem Church. 
Thank you also to those who donated items such as: crayons,    
coloring books, mittens, hats, scarves, toothbrushes and  
toothpaste. 

Lay Readers/Ushers for 2021 
  Diane French is preparing the Lay Readers list for 2021. Not knowing    
  when we will return to the sanctuary for worship, she is using the list  
  from 2020 as a basis for 2021.  She will send out a 2021 list to those on   
  last year’s list.   If you would like to be removed from the list, please call 
  her. If you would like to be added to the list to read,  please call her.  
  You will   be given the opportunity to read the scripture for your date  
  when we   livestream the service that  Sunday  morning. She is also  
  preparing the Usher list in the same manner. When we return to  
  worship in the Sanctuary, please refer to the 2021 List. Any questions,  
  please call Diane French.  Until then, stay safe and God Bless. 
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 CONSISTORY MEETING 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF HELLERTOWN 
Monday, November 9, 2020 7:00 pm 

Call to Order: Andy called the virtual meeting to order via Zoom at 7:02 pm. 

Opening Reading and Prayer by Pastor Joel: 

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Turner reported on the January to October 31st numbers. He presented a power 
point showing the status of our finances. Bob also framed a tentative 2021 budget addressing budget      
concerns. Much discussion centered on the direction we take in 2021. 
Summarized: October giving was $19,000 vs. Expenses of $23,000. Our year to date deficit is $31,500. Our 
investments are also down for the year at this time. Some good news is our revenues for 2020 are better 
than last year , but still below budget . 

The application for forgiveness of our Payroll Protection Program loan has been completed and submitted. 
Bob has not needed the services of a consultant or used the monies approved for this service. Bob has 
asked for   volunteers to help with preparing the budget for 2021. 
Discussion: Will giving increase, decrease or remain the same in the future? Will we be able to continue 
with some  fundraising events? We did not meet our goal set last year (pre-Covid) for expected fund      
raising. We concluded that we might reasonably set a goal of $7500 for fund raising. Some ideas to      
consider: Take-out Dinners, Plant Sale, Sale of Church Grocery Shopping Bags, Nut Roll Spring Sale, Yard 
Sale, depending on status of the vaccine and virus in our community in late spring. 

What is our target for giving in 2021? We agree that $185,000 is a reasonable goal, which is about what we 
will get this year. What are ways we can get members to feel a part of the church when we can no longer 
do outdoor services this  winter? One suggestion- drive-by communion in the parking lot with Pastor Joel 
going from car to car serving members. Using One Call to all members and remind them to continue their 
monthly giving. We have not had a Capital Campaign this year. The Trustees will meet with Woody to     
address possible building needs. Most of the spending this year went for the streaming and production 
equipment for streaming live services. Money was spent to purchase equipment to produce    outdoor    
services in our parking lot including a generator, microphones and sound equipment. Those funds came 
from the Memorial Fund. To encourage giving during Advent, it was suggested we might look at having 
each week designated as a different mission focus. 

Pastor Joel suggested continuing the outdoor services through winter with weather permitting option. 
These services have been very successful and generated the most giving opportunities. 

Pastor Joel’s Report: 
On Saturday, Diane French and I attended the installation of our Conference Minister and the Annual 
Meeting of Penn Northeast Conference. It was held over Zoom Webinar, and for the most part went very 
smoothly. I  suggest we form a task group to figure out how and if we will have our annual meeting. I     
continue to look forward to our celebration of Advent and Christmas Eve at First Church. It will be very 
different, but we will make every effort to incorporate what we can of our  traditions. Thanks to Marji and 
Doug Hughes for building an Advent Wreath that should work for outdoor  services. 
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Consistory minutes (cont.) 

As we have every indication that COVID will be getting worse we must continue doing our best to be our authentic  

community under difficult circumstances. It has not been easy, but we have moved forward together. I’m looking 
for some guidance from you about whether you are interested in making the adjustments that would be      
necessary to continue holding outdoor worship through winter. Live music is the major difficulty. Cold weather 
and instruments/singing do not go together. That doesn’t mean we can’t worship in other ways. We discussed 
setting an agenda and date for our Annual Meeting and how we will conduct this event. Likely it will be       
conducted as a Zoom meeting. The Annual Report might be distributed in writing or as a document for electronic 
mailing. 
Motion: Ann Brown made a motion to set February 21,2021 as the date for the Annual Meeting. Georgie 
Stuempfle seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Motion carried. 

 Elders’ Report: The Elders met with Pastor Joel, completed his review and through discussion set some goals 
moving  forward. All staff reviews are filed in the office for this year. Multiple cards have been sent to those in 
the hospital or rehabbing in their homes. 5 Care Packages are being assembled for students in college or       
matriculating from home during the COVID lockdown. They will be sent out this week. 

Deacons’ Report: Services in the parking lot have continued to grow in popularity. Members have expressed  
positive comments for monthly communion and use of the pre-packaged cups. 

Trustees: Church Steeple lights are not currently on. Pastor Joel will contact Woody and check the timer and  
report to the Trustees. 

BCE: Marji reported that the students have tentatively planned an Outdoor Christmas Pageant for December 6  
at the Rosenberger’s home. The students have planned the program with dance and story all done with attention 
to social  distancing. Volunteers are assembling Advent Sunday School bags. All our students and some outside 
the church who attended VBS are set to receive a bag. Online Sunday School is continuing through the winter 
season. 

Outdoor Service Update: Pastor Joel made a request for some additional items for housing the streaming  
equipment. 

Motion: Diane French made a motion to take up to $200 from the Memorial Fund to purchase items for the 
streaming  production needs. Phyllis Heil-Henry seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Motion      
carried. 

Door to Door Flyers: Jane Joyce is leading this effort to print and distribute flyers around the neighborhood. The 
plan is to print fliers with information, opportunities and events happening at our church. 

Replacement for Deacon and Officers: We are looking for someone to fill Warren Kurz’s Deacon position. 

New Business: 
Vision Statement under discussion and meeting planned with the team. 
Strategy Team meeting planned. 

Next Meeting: Monday December 14, 2020 @  7pm 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 with the Lord’s Prayer. 




