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Activities from our VBS Boxes 
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First United Church of Christ 

Rev. Joel Risser 

501 Northampton Street 

Hellertown PA 18055 

(610)838-8811 office@firstucchellertown.com

At this time, we are still not holding worship in the sanctuary. 
We will continue offering online video worship with as much special 
music as possible.  
We will be offering Outdoor Worship on our parking lot: 

Sunday, August 9 at 9 am (Online Worship also available) 
Sunday, September 13 at 10 am (Online Worship also Available) 
Sunday, October 11 at 10 am (Online Worship also Available) 

You will be able to sit in your lawn chair or in your car, and worship God 
while maintaining safe physical distancing.  

     2019 

August
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Outdoor Worship 7-12-2020 
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Thank you 

to all who   

donated to 

the food 

drive. We 

filled the 

back of Bob 

Scherer’s 

pickup truck. 

 Thank you Volunteers! 

Food Drive 
for New 

Jerusalem 
Food Bank 
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Blessings, 

Judy Slocum, 

I want to tell you and your crew what a fabulous job you 
did on the boxes!  Fox and Piper were here yesterday 
and we opened them.  We were all very excited and   
impressed with the way they were put together.  They 
chose activity three (I think   because of the popcorn 
snack) to do first.  It was great.  I read one of the     
prayers provided to start and then they were off and    
running.  Piper worked on the shield first and spent 
quite a bit of time on it and Fox chose the word     
scramble first but also completed the shield.  All I had I 
to  do was observe, lend a hand occasionally and try to   
reiterate the  Bible story.  Then we went out on the patio 
to enjoy snack and the bubbles.  It was a fun experience 
for all of us and we are looking forward to the next     
lesson.  Thank you again for all you do! 

Congratulation to: 

Torey and Sarah Petruno 

on the birth of their son, Carson. He 
was born on Friday, July 17th. 

His proud grandparents are 

Jeff and Letty Petruno.  

Proud Great-Grandmother is 
Jane Kemmerer. 

 The Trustees of the 

      Remembrance Fund 

   Have received and gratefully 

   acknowledged a gift given in 

loving memory of 

Doris Diehl 

William Roth  

Joyce E Butz 

Denise Keen 

Jane & David Rutkowski 

Aileen Werner 

Hello Marji, 

I wanted to thank you again for a wonderful    
experience this past week. No doubt my daughters 
would have preferred going to VBS in person, they did 
enjoy the VBS box and activities.  

It was so nicely put together! 

Thank you, 

Bridget Lussier (Kristen and Brooke’s mom) 

Dear Marji, 

Congratulations to: 

Madison 

and 

 Bradley Miller 

who were married on 
Saturday July 18th  

at First UCC 

Special THANK-YOU to 

Elsie Stout who weeded 

the area around our 

church. It looks terrific! 
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 Sunday School 

Each week in August Family Sunday School options are emailed to 
parents and caregivers.  For the summer we are using “Deep Blue  
Connects - One Room Summer”.  If you are not receiving the weekly 
email, please contact Marji with your email address. 

Our church will not yet be holding in-person worship.  Even when we 
begin to meet together, Family Sunday School options will still be   
offered through email and on our website firstucchellertown.org. 

Keeping our children safe is the Board of Christian Ed’s top priority 
when we begin to worship together again.  We will keep updating you 
as decisions are made concerning in-person Sunday School and   
nursery care. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Marji Hughes if you have questions, 
concerns, ideas or joys to share relating to our children and adult 
programs.  
marji.hughes@firstucchellertown.com,   

Thank you  to those who donated to our Food Drive

for New Jerusalem Food Bank on July 11.  It was a  very hot and sticky, but 

successful morning!  We  entirely filled the back of  the Scherer’s pickup 

truck! Special thanks to those who helped out: 

Melissa Spear, Andy Spear, Bob Scherer,  

Woody Stauffer, Phyllis Scherer, Kristen Rantz, 

Wyatt Rantz, Beth Shelly, Tricia Shelly,   

Marji Hughes and Douglas Hughes,  

mailto:marji.hughes@firstucchellertown.com
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 From the Pastor’s Pen
    But now, says the Lord— 

the one who created you, Jacob, 
    the one who formed you, Israel: 
Don’t fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name; you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    when through the rivers, they won’t sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you won’t be scorched 

 and flame won’t burn you. - Isaiah 43:1-2 (CEB) 

When children have loose teeth, there seems to be two major ways things happen. The 

first goes something like this: The moment even the slightest wiggle is detected, the     

central and overriding purpose of life is getting that tooth out. The tongue is constantly 

probing at the tooth, as well as fingers and countless other implements. Every person    

encountered gets an update on the upcoming event. If it is more than three days until 

the tooth is gone, it’s a shock. The second subset is children who find out from the dentist 

they have a loose tooth. When an adult asks how the tooth is doing, they seem to have 

little idea. They may even have to check pretty thoroughly to even know which tooth is 

the loose one. The loose tooth could stay safely in the child’s mouth for weeks, with little 

or no interruption from the child. 

I was in a hurry to get rid of those loose baby teeth. If something new and exciting was 

going to happen, I wanted that moment to arrive quickly. Even if I had some anxiety 

about the change, I still was in a rush for the wait to be over. I would ask a thousand 

questions about the process: how I will lose the old teeth and how I would get the adult 

teeth was something I wanted to understand intimately. The economics of the tooth fairy 

were more interesting than any cartoon. Any anxiety causing change in my life is similar 

for me. I want to get to understand everything that will happen, and I want the change 

to happen. NOW! I understand that some of us deal with anxiety in very different ways, 

just like you strange folks who could leave your loose teeth alone.  

Back-to-School this year is creating more anxiety for families and students this year than 

any other year. We’re all handling it differently, but the anxiety is all very real. COVID is 

creating other anxieties as well in every aspect of our lives, from questions of financial  

security to worries that healthcare being deferred will lead to more severe problems. I 

hope the words from Isaiah 43 will give you some comfort. We aren’t facing literal flood 

waters and fires, but we are looking into a future we can’t predict.  

God created us. Christ has redeemed us. The Holy Spirit knows us. We are not alone, God 

is with us through all of the new adventures and anxieties. Whether we obsess or try to  

forget the challenges ahead, God has always been with us on the journey. 

Travelling with you, 

Pastor Joel 
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Consistory Members 

Elders 

Ann Brown, Head Elder 

Phyllis Heil-Henry 

Wayne Packer 

Georgie Stuempfle 

Deacons 

Diane French 

Leonard French 

Warren Kurz 

Emily Hoff 

Trustees 

Stephen Kyra 

Keith Lentz 

Doug Major 

Andy Spear, President/Head Trustee 

Staff 

Rev. Joel D. Risser, Pastor 

Marjorie P. Hughes, Minister of C.E. 

Patricia O ’Connell, Minister of Music 

Phyllis Scherer, Administrative Asst. 

Robert Turner, Church Treasurer 

Sherwood Stauffer, Sexton 

   Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/hellertownucc 

Church Office Hours:   — The Office will be open 9:00 am to 1:00 pm,      
Monday thru Friday.  Please make your calls to 610-838-8811 and conduct 
your business during those hours. Other calls will be recorded on voicemail. 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and cooperation. 
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Stewardship of God’s People at First Church 

 Date Contributions Capital Fund  Attendance 

June  7 $3,299.00 $0.00 

June 14 $3,572.00 $0.00 

June 21 $8,085.00 $0.00  50 — Outdoor Service 

June 28 $6,291.00 $0.00 

 Monthly total $21,247.00 $0.00 

Revenue required @ $4500/wk $18,000.00 

 Over/short +$3,247.00 

August Birthdays 

8/1 Kevin Brown 8/18 Violet Lasko 

8/1 Kiera Mullen 8/18 Joel Risser 

8/4 Briana Groh 8/21 Matthew Kiak 

8/6 Megan Durham    8/22 Emma Harvey 

8/8 Elisabeth Anders    8/22 Tom Kase 

8/8 Kate Daniel    8/23 Debra Beitler 

8/8 Diane French     8/24 Phyllis Herman 

8/8 Bob Krill     8/27 Kathryn Milliren 

8/8 Samantha Major     8/28 Sara Heintzelman 

8/9 Henry Durham     8/28 Christopher Hill 

8/9 Jane Hoff     8/28 Mark Mixa 

8/10 Nicholas Kiak     8/28 Kay Stauffer 

8/10 Andrea Paparelli     8/30 Charlotte Miller 

8/10 Jared Thatcher     8/30 Nathan Yonney 

8/10 Jacob Yonney     8/31 Sherwood Stauffer 

8/11 Ben Durham 

8/11 Denise Keen 

8/12 Donna Ball 

8/12 Edna Santo 

8/13 Robert Doan 

8/14 Robert Turner 

8/15 Letty Petruno 

8/17 Rose Lasso 

August Anniversaries 

8/4 Jeff & Letty Petruno 

8/5 Paul & Denise Laub 

8/5 James &  Barbara Thatcher 

8/10 Frank & Patricia Zelko 

8/12 Matthew & Andrea Milliren 

8/13 Richard & Barbara Shook 

8/17 Andy & Melissa Spear 

8/21 Robert & Phyllis Scherer 

8/22 Michael & Edna Santo 

8/29 David & Nancy Heintzelman 

   8/30 Tanya & Ben Clements 
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Mission Project for the Month of August 

    Undies on Sundays 

Donations of new packages of children’s  

underwear and/or socks will be collected during the month of 
August.  They will be distributed at the free clothing  

distribution at Mountainview Moravian Church. There will be a 
collection box at outdoor worship on August 9th and a box   

inside the Narthex all month long. 

1st UCC  OUTDOOR 

WORSHIP 

      SUNDAY  August 9 

 9 am in the church 

     parking lot. 

 Bring your lawn chairs, your masks and your cup of

coffee to safely worship with your  church family. 

Online worship is still available for those who cannot make 

the outdoor service. 
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Upcoming Schedule 

of Services 

August 2020 10:00 AM    2 Online Worship/Online Kids’ Church 

 9:00 AM    9 Outdoor Worship-Communion/Online Kid’s Church 

10:00 AM   16 Online Worship/ Online Kid’s Church 

10:00 AM   23 Online Worship/Online Kids’ Church 

10:00 AM   30 Online Worship/Online Kids’ Church 

September 2020 10:00 AM    6 Online Worship 

10:00 AM   13 Outdoor Worship –Communion/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   20 Outdoor Worship Service/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   27 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

October 2020 10:00 AM    4 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   11 Outdoor Worship-Communion/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   18 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

10:00 AM   25 Online Worship/Online Sunday School 

 Always inform the church office if you are hospitalized. Please do not trust that word 
will get to the pastor through the grapevine.  Our hospital code is 428. You can mention 
that if you are admitted. 

 If you would like to speak with Pastor Joel, he may be reached by email at 
pastor.joel@firstucchellertown.com. 

When regularly scheduled events  resume, we will notify you 

by Facebook or One Call. If you are not receiving messages 

by One Call, please contact the Church Office with your     

contact information. If you have recently changed your email 

address, please update your information in the church office. 

Thank you. 
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   August Lay Readers 

August  2 

Lay Reader…………………......…Phyllis Scherer 

August 9 

Lay Reader……………..……Phyllis Heil-Henry 

August 23 

Lay Reader……………...…...…..Warren Kurz 

August 16 

Lay Reader…………………..………Wayne Packer 

August 30 

Lay Reader…………………...Georgie Stuempfle 

Church Service recording are made on Tuesdays prior to posting them on the      

website and Facebook.  If you are listed to be the reader please contact the Church 

Office to verify if you will be reading.  If you will be reading, please arrive prior to    

11 am on  taping Tuesday. Scriptures can be sent to you before you read.  

      BLESSINGS BOX 

Our church now has a Blessings Box (food   

pantry) out front, built to look like a church. 

Thanks to Doug Miller for erecting it. Anyone 

can donate to the box. Just stop by and place 

your food items in the box. There is an      

overflow container on the front porch if there 

is not currently room in the box for your food. 

Typical donations are soups, cereal, peanut 

butter, jelly, pastas, tomato sauce, juice      

powder – anything this is non-perishable.     

Anyone can take food from the box as well. It is 

obvious that we have started feeding those in 

need as food has disappeared. We are blessed 

to be able to give to our community. 
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CONSISTORY PRESIDENT MUSINGS 

I came home from our second Church in the Parking Lot with such gratitude: gratitude for all 

the work that Dave Heintzelman and Pastor Joel put in to make it happen and for Sara 

Heintzelman’s beautiful singing, gratitude for being able to see many of our parishioners 

again in person. It was a glorious day. 

I’m left to ponder many things though. Is this as good as it can get for a long time? What will 

the new normal look like? How can we lead the way into this new world? 

I read that young people aren’t leaving church. They are leaving White church. Young people 

appreciate diversity and greater social understanding that comes with it. I’m not sure how 

we can all of a sudden become a church of different races and backgrounds. 

Young people like churches that are open air, large social facilities, many family activities,  

active outreach programs, and active ministries. We can’t change our church building and all 

of a sudden get a new batch of volunteers to grow these things. 

If our church is going to make a difference, we need to expand our social outreach for sure; 

but, we have to send messages that resonate with people. Messages that speak to people 

and make them want to hear and learn more. 

One idea that Strategy Team (Yes, the Strategy Team is still working behind the scenes. The 

Blessings Box in from of the church is the team’s idea. See elsewhere in the newsletter), is 

considering is on-line chat rooms. We’re still hoping to have Bible Studies up and running 

again soon. But, the chat rooms the team is thinking about might be about social issues,   

spiritual messages, living aids, singles, families, anything. Our new Communication Team will 

hopefully be able to initiate and advertise these rooms. Each room will need a sponsor. If you 

have an idea, let us know. 

If we can get a nitch in our community like this where we could go beyond our church walls 

and diversify our outreach, we may indeed have greater things in our future. CHAT ROOMS 

SPONSORED BY FIRST UCC CHURCH OF HELLERTOWN. That has a nice ring to it. 
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Thank you to all who worked on our 

       Jesus Mystery Box—VBS in a Box

Melissa Spear, Andy Spear, Ann Brown,  

Tricia Shelly, Wyatt Rantz, Beth Shelly,  

Carol Petruno, Kristen Rantz, Diane French, 

Douglas Hughes, Pastor Joel, Phyllis Scherer 

We created 50 boxes with 5 days of  

VBS fun and faith for children 3-12 years 

old filled with Bible stories, activities, 

crafts, games, music,  snacks and more.  

Our yearly Vacation Bible School is one way First UCC helps children feel  connected and 

loved not only by our church family but by our God.  We created our Jesus Mystery Box  

hoping to provide that VBS connection while our children  remain at home this summer. 

Thank you to those who sponsored one or more Jesus Mystery Boxes!!
     Len & Diane French     Robert & Doris Turner    Louise & Bob Krill 

 Bob & Phyllis Scherer   Bonnie Banks-Beers     Judy Slocum 
 Tamara Humphries      Sharon Jezick      Catherine Underkoffler 

 Nicoletta Rojo        Tricia Shelly       Arlene Hughes 
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 Consistory Minutes—July 13, 2020 
Call to Order : Andy called the virtual meeting to order via Google Meetings at 7:00 pm. 

Treasurer's Report: Bob prepared an excellent PowerPoint report for our progress this month. 
Highlights: 

We had another strong month of giving. The expenses for our forgivable loan were originally supposed to be 
accumulated over three months. Now, it has been reduced to 8 weeks, which means we may have had to give 
back about $5000. The bank is making up an app to make submittals of our expenses easier and says they will  
work with us on the reduced ability to collect expenses. If it all works out, our loan will be forgiven. Our investment  
funds are creeping back after being hit hard in March. Our monthly income from January through June 2020 is greater 
 than the same period last year. Assuming this trend continues and assuming that expenses remain the same, and  
with the help of PPP SBA Loan, we should not have to dip into our savings or investments any further this year.  Our 
Congregation and other donors are to be commended. We need their continued financial support. 

Pastor's Report: There was a significant increase in pastoral care needs in the congregation that began in June and    
continues into July.. He has continued to figure out ways to take less time to create our worship videos, but it is still   
extremely time-consuming. It takes at least two full workdays for the whole process. He performed a funeral for Doris 
Diehl on June 9th. There were 24 documented instances of pastoral care in June, including 11 hospital visits.  

Discussion:  How can we help with these duties? The Communication Team could take over the One Call to  
reach our members. Pastor Joel feels this. Perhaps we can shorten the songs during the service to first and last  
verse and/or eliminate the middle hymn and replace it with special music.   
Live Streaming the services will significantly reduce on Pastor Joel's time preparing services. It takes hours to prepare 
 these weekly services to go online. Live streaming is uploaded the services as they happen with no intermediary 
steps. These will continue even after the church opens for normal services.  

Elders: The Elders' are planning to meet via Zoom and/or in-person on July 22nd. Our agenda will outline the yearly    
reviews of our church staff. We have noted that their efforts during this time have been outstanding and  commendable. 
As in the past, we have continued to send cards and make phone calls to those who might be alone or having difficulty 
during this time.   

Deacons: The services in the parking lot are well attended. Again, David Heintzelman kindly provided his equipment, and 

Matt Milliren helped with sound. We also served communion using prepackaged elements. Online services will  continue 

until further notice. We planned another outdoor communion service in August.  Keith was able to secure a new filing 

cabinet for music storage. The old file cabinet will either be donated to someone or  taken for scrap. 

Trustees News – AC Units were repaired and placed in Patti's office, Margi's office, and the Conference Room. The AC 

unit that supplies the pulpit area has been fixed. Our thanks to Woody  Stauffer, our Sextant, for working with the      

contractor to get that done. 

BCE Report  (Submitted previously from Marji) Our well-loved VBS leaders have been busy creating, packing, and 

 handing out 50 ‘VBS in A Box’ lessons. We had 48 registrations including VBS participants from past years, friends of 

friends, and a couple from the internet with no previous connection to our church.  Once Sunday School plans are 

made for the fall, Marji will be sure all the participants receive invitations to join us on Sundays and online. Online 

Sunday School offerings will continue even when in-person Sunday School begins. BCE does not yet know what 

form in-person Sunday School will take, but Marji is looking at different options that can be put in place whenever 

needed. There will be a BCE/teachers meeting in August (8/3) for input and discernment. 

Nursery care on Sunday mornings is still under consideration. BCE will be determining our best approach to keep 

our children safe. 
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Consistory Minutes—July 13, 2020 (cont.) 

 Plans are in the works for Sunday a.m. Bible Study, Bibles & Brunch and a weekday evening study - appropriately 

distanced and masked - in August/September. 

150th Anniversary Celebration: We postponed this event until 2021. More information to follow as plans are 

secured, and new dates and times are set for next year.   

Ministry for July – Live Streaming Equipment will be purchased to complete this effort successfully. Matt Milliren 

and Dean Shaffer have some options for equipment and some people to talk with about our needs. Diane French 

also has a contact person/ company that has some suggestions. The cost is likely higher than $5000.  Pastor Joel 

and Diane will be meeting with some people this week. Pastor Joel suggested that the Music and Worship       

Committee take the lead on selecting the equipment and submitting their recommendation to Consistory for      

approval. Companies are very busy now as many are in need of these services. It is hoped, however, that we can 

get this work done before September. Where will the money come from that is not covered by our generous giving 

to this ministry in July? The Memorial Fund is an option. Also, Pastor Joel mentioned he received a generous check 

from a former member who believes this is an essential effort for our church to pursue. There is also an option to 

use the Wimmer Fund bucket for Senior Enrichment that would have gone towards the Senior bus trip. Pastor Joel 

noted that Live Streaming is critical and will touch many more people than the website now reaches.  

Green Opening - Weddings: The Madison Weider and Bradley Miller wedding planned for April is now rescheduled 

for July . They expect about 30 people. Pastor Joel will do the service. All safety precautions will be taken. 

Strategy Committee: 
Food Pantry - Doug Miller installed the post and food box in front of the church. This box will contain food items 
that people can take as needed. Pastor Joel suggested we call it ‘The Blessing Box’. We'll accept donations for the 
box, and if there is an overflow, a container on the porch will hold additional items. Andy will write an article for  
the newsletter.   

Website domain change - The domain name is now .org and no longer .com; however, it will not affect the email 
address. 

Online Chat Rooms - Jane Joyce expressed interest in doing some organization for topics and discussion. She will 
approach the BCE about possible topics and how  to use this vehicle for communication.  

Church sponsor school chats -This is on hold as schools are closed, and the future is uncertain for opening. 

Coffee and Conversation - The time is now scheduled before the service at 9:15 am as people thought  11 am was 
too late.  

Communications Team - This Team is looking for member volunteers to help with organization, get the word out to 
our community, and help Pastor Joel with his workload. 

Mission Statement - The next meeting of this committee will look at the Vision Statement. The Mission Statement; 
LOVE CHRIST FIRST has been well received.   

Next meeting: Monday, August 10th, 2020, 7 pm. 


