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Describe a time when you were surprised because you thought you knew something - and what 
you knew turned out not to be the case after all.
Note: If you are with a group, have each person take a turn sharing.

Scripture Reading: John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward 
the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other 
at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her.

Reflection
Mary Magdalene thought at least she knew how to mourn. For all that she might not understand about Jesus’ 
last days or why his life came to such a brutal end, at least she knew how to mourn. 

That’s why she came to the tomb: there were prescribed rituals for burial. These rituals were most often 
women’s work. Mary knew them. Performing them was an act of caregiving. It would be one last way she 
could honor Jesus, one final chance to show her love. After all that had been taken from her, she thought she 
could at least give that.

But when she arrived at the tomb, she discovered even that possibility had been taken from her. And she 
wept for all her losses: the loss of her friend, companion, and teacher; the disappearance of his body; and the 
stolen chance for her to provide care. 
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