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Consistory Members 

Elders  

Ann Brown, Head Elder 610-462-7056 

Phyllis Heil-Henry 484-764-9107 

Wayne Packer 610-997-3635 

Georgie Stuempfle 610-838-7493 

Deacons  

Carlann Broglie 610-838-6093 

Warren Kurz 610-442-0968 

Andrea Milliren, Recording Secretary 610-838-9948 

Elsie Stout, Head Deacon 610-838-6470 

Trustees  

Bill Hoff 610-807-9663 

Robert Scherer, Head Trustee 610-554-6084 

Dean Shaffer 610-838-7026 

Andy Spear, President 610-317-0104 

PASTOR JOEL—If you would like to speak with Pastor Joel, it is easiest to make an 

appointment with him. Pastor Joel is in Hellertown on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday on a typical week.  He works from home on most Tuesdays. Thursday is often his day of 

sabbath.  He is available for emergencies 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  His schedule is 

always subject to change based on emergencies and responding to the needs of the    

church’s ministry.  He may be reached at 484-852-1889 or by email at 

pastor.joel@firstucchellertown.com. 

                                                                                                 Staff 
Rev. Joel D. Risser, Pastor 484-852-1889 

Marjorie P. Hughes, Minister of C.E. 610-984-5053 

D. Stephen Cable, Director of Music 484-866-6019 

Phyllis Scherer, Administrative Asst. 610-554-6223 

Robert Turner, Church Treasurer 703-626-0641 

Sherwood Stauffer, Sexton 610-838-7391 

1 

 

    

         Like us on Facebook! 

                      www.facebook.com/hellertownucc 

                                      

 

 

                                   

Mission Project for November 

In November we will be collecting canned goods to fill the windowsills of the sanctuary. 

These items will be donated to the New Jerusalem Food Bank.  Monetary donations 

may also be made to the food bank, using the mission envelopes. 

2018 

 

November 7 

5:45—7:30pm 

Soup and Salad Supper 

Followed by opportunities to experience harvest worship and  

celebration activities from around the world. 

                                               Sign up in the Narthex to bring soup & attend 

An evening for all ages: 

     After the Harvest 
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Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your 

children, and for all who are far away—as many as the Lord our God invites.” 

Church newsletters are full of invitations; life as a Christian is  itself a  

series of invitations. It begins when we accept God’s  invitation in our 

baptism (like Emma Petruno will on November 11th!). We are invited to 

bring food to the next covered-dish event, Tinsel Day. We are invited to 

the “After the Harvest” event.  

In my life, there is an inevitable question that follows every accepted invitation: “What should I 

bring?” That question should be infused into our lives as Christians, at least as well as it is in our   

social lives. During this season of giving thanks at First UCC we will be intentional about how we 

respond to invitations we receive, and how those invitations move us forward in our Christian     

development. We must go from saying “I guess I’ll come” to “Of course I’ll come, how can I help?” 

Jesus invites us to bring all that we are and all that we have when we become a disciple of Christ. 

This sojourn is to encourage us to strive to become the image of Christ through the disciplines of 

study, worship, prayer, service, and generosity, as well as to strengthen us in becoming powerful 

agents for the good that God is doing in our world. 

 When we make an intentional decision about what we bring before Christ, we extend a blessing of 

health and wholeness to all of creation, because we are certain that this is ultimately what God    

desires. The world is broken and hurting and we are called to proclaim that God is still speaking a 

healing word. We can be agents of grace, if we are generous in our response to the invitations that 

are presented to us. 

Our financial stewardship is one way we are invited to respond to Christ’s invitation. Our generosity 

funds the mission and ministry that we are deploying as a sign that God’s kingdom is among us.     

Beginning on November 11th, we will all have the opportunity to give God our response by present-

ing our estimates of giving for 2019. 

God has done, and continues to do, remarkable things through us and with us—things that matter in 

our community! Your prayers and your participation are keys to helping us advance further on the 

pathway of discipleship. We know that when the early church gathered, they did so with glad and 

generous hearts and that there was no need among them (Acts 2). We desire such a spirit of true 

community to be among us. I look forward to considering with you what it means for us to reflect 

on “What Shall We Bring” as we seek to be faithful disciples in this place. 

Prayer: 

Holy One, we thank you for leading us at First United Church of Christ. May we respond to all of 

your invitations with a resounding “Yes! What can we bring!” Amen. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Joel 
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           Congregational Meeting Report - October 7 
 

The purpose of this meeting was to review capital spending thus far and for the  future.  The 
bylaws state that if the church needs to spend more than $5,000 over budget, congregational 
approval is needed.  Painting of the church was supposed to be $12,000 and ended up being a 
little over $30,000.  President , Andy Spear, promised that Consistory will do a better job in the 
future of budgeting and keeping the congregation informed. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report, presented by Bob Turner included: 

 Attendance is down 10%, offerings up 2.8%, expenses up 7%, overall finances (investments) 
show a 3% gain. 

 We are about $16,000 over the current budget, mostly due to the timing of the year and 
bill payments. Overall, we are pretty much on target with the budget. 

 Projects started-water fountain, landscaping, painting totaling $41,325. 
 Remaining projects-roof repairs, additional water fountains, security system upgrades     

estimated at about $19,000. 
 What money do we have: $10,000 has been budgeted, $20,000 endowment fund 

(previously earmarked for sidewalks, but not needed), $6,000 Wimmer Fund. 
 Capital Projects Fund Raising to start—Goal $50,000. 

Dan Shaffer gave a presentation of the Safety and Security Group 

 There is room for more members if anyone is interested. 
 Goals of the group include: enhancing safety (fire, first aid, security, emergency prepared-

ness), developing a security and safety plan, creating a safety team. 
 Resources being utilized: PA State Police,  Safe Church, FEMA, the Lehigh Conference of 

churches and local experts. 
 Dick Pritts our insurance carrier, recommends visiting the Safe Church website.             

ebbggbkm is our church key at safechurch.com. 
 Teachers, staff and ushers should know what to do in case of an emergency. Stop the 

bleeding training will occur soon. Obtaining trainers for CPR, AED and First Aid is in the 
works. If you know of a CPR trainer who would be willing to train for a lower fee than  
$100/person, let Dean Shaffer know. 

 Ushers need training to be observers, reporters and on door security. 
 When entering the church during office hours, please let someone know you are there. 
 The security upgrade ($15,000) includes: a camera system to cover the outside of the 

church that will view cars on the sidewalk and parking lots. It includes 7 cameras,                  
a monitor, UPS system, CPU in the office and DVR. The Durham Street door will have an 
electronic locking system in the office to release the lock and a camera to view who is at 
the door. A limited number of cards/key fobs will be given to the church and  distributed   
by the Trustees to the appropriate people.  

 There will be a lock box for the police/fire. 
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November Birthdays   November Anniversaries 

11/1 Jennifer Yonney  11/19 Kyle Daniel  11/2 Sam & Abby Tate 

11/2 Nathan Solosky  11/20 Samantha Miller  11/4 Dick & Dawn Hacker 

11/2 Nancy Talarico  11/20 Barry Yonney  11/11 Robert & Patricia Kervin 

11/4 Paige Rosenberger  11/21 Cathy Lechner  11/15 Harlan & Mario Breisch 

11/5 Nan Belcak  11/22 Jamie Miller  11/21 Jody & Diane Miller 

11/6 Kristen Letko  11/23 Adam Luybli  11/27 Bob & Louise Krill 

11/7 Justin Kyra  11/24 Andrea Danner  11/28 Bob & Doris Turner 

11/9 Josh Lamirand  11/24 Bob Stetser  11/29 Stephen & Karen Shields 

11/9 Elizabeth Mills  11/25 Jennie Cawley    

11/10 Stephen DeLade  11/27 James Panick    

11/11 Mary Hanner  11/29 Jessica Fenon    

11/11 Dylan Keen       

11/11 Sandy Panick       

11/11 Jane Parenti       

11/13 Rick Musgnung       

11/14 James Zawick       

11/18 Barb Thatcher       

 

Stewardship of God’s People at First Church  

                 Date Contributions Capital Campaign       Attendance 

September   2 $  3,237.40 $0.00           65  

September  9 $  2.153.00 $0.00           68   Church Picnic 

September 16 $ 2,966.00 $0.00         102  Marji’s Installation 

September 23 $  2,514.70 $0.00           81 

September 30 $  2,249.00 $0.00           72 
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                  Musings from the Consistory President: 
Consistory has been studying a book entitled: Unbinding the Gospel – Real Life           
Evangelism.  An emphasis in the book is that we need to pray constantly for God to give 
our church direction. We need to change something. Look at our church attendance. It’s 
down! People have wandered away. What do we need to do to make people notice First 
church? 

The key point in the book is that life with the Spirit, or a decision to let God use us to 

share real faith, pries us loose from old habits, perceptions, and moorings. Most of us are 

happy coming to church on Sundays and many volunteer their time for church related 

functions. 

But beyond that, we need to remember that we love Jesus and his teachings. We should 

be filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit. What do we do when we really love something? 

We tell people about it. We need to spread the Word somehow. 

I can only remember two times, and they were years ago, where I encouraged people to 

know Jesus, to let God fix their troubles and bring joy back into their lives.   

I have not invited a neighbor or friend to our church. I have not talked with friends, 'lost' 

family members, or strangers about the power of prayer and the Holy Spirit. I have to 

change.  

Please pray for me, pray for our congregation – pray for direction. What can we at First 

Church do most effectively to spread the Word? If outside people see and hear the joy 

we  have knowing Christ and His teachings, they will want to join us. This is how our 

church will grow.  

Care Package Ministry 

The Elders once again are organizing a Care Package Ministry focusing 

on our new and returning college students as well as any service     

persons from our congregation.  If you think your child or grandchild 

would enjoy receiving a care package, please contact the office      

(610-838-8811) with the name and address of the student or service 

person so we may send some Christian cheer their way. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
There are times in our lives when we feel 
deeply blessed by those around us.  The 
past few months have been some of the 
most difficult times we have ever             
experienced. You will never know how 
much we have appreciated all the prayers, 
cards, visits, and gifts that I received  
during my recent illness.  We were truly 
overwhelmed with all your kindness.    
 
A heartfelt thank you to Pastor Joel for 
his visits and prayers.   We are witness to 
the power of prayer in our lives. 

 
Thank you does not seem adequate to  
express our feelings, but, none the less, 
thank you all for your part in my journey 
of healing and for blessing our lives.   
 
Love and Peace. 
 
Susan and Al Lishman   

 
       Angel Gifts            

Each year, we have the 
pleasure of buying gifts 
for young members of the 
New Jerusalem Church 
Food Bank. I will be in the 
Narthex on Sun., Nov. 11, 

with gift tags to choose for a child (age & 
sex only). If tags remain to be chosen, I will 
also be there on Sun., Nov. 18. For each tag, 
WRAP the gift you purchase (any dollar 
amount), make sure to   attach the gift tag 
sticker, and bring it to the Conference Room 
by Sat., Dec 1st. 

Additionally, until Dec. 
1st, there will be a box in 
the Narthex to collect  
UNWRAPPED donations 

of children's books, coloring books, cray-
ons, hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, tooth-
brushes, and toothpaste.                                                     
Thank you for your generous participation 
in this program!  

Emily Stetser  610-258-1595 

Tinsel Day 
Sunday, November 25 

Immediately following worship.  Decorate church for     

Advent. Join your church family for a potluck lunch in 

New Fellowship Hall. Create  an Advent Calendar for your home. A sign-

up sheet can be found on the Narthex bulletin board.  

   

 “Jesus and Me”    
Christian Storytime                        
with Miss Andrea. 
 Wednesday mornings 10am, 
November 7  to  December 12, 
meeting in the Kindergarten 
Room. Ages 0-5 (with an adult). 
For information, call Andrea Milliren                   
610-838-9948. 
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The Trustees of the  
Remembrance Fund  

 

Have received and gratefully  
acknowledged gifts given in loving 

memory of  

Bob Heil: 

 

First UCC Dart Team 

Aileen Werner 

Claire Moran 

M/M Edward Chromczak 

M/M Andrew Ross 

Richard Heil/Judy Knapp 

Pearl Stork 

Children’s Guild 

 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

November 4th 

Join us as we celebrate the lives of those in 
our church family who have departed 

 from us in the past year 
 

December 5, 2017 
Albert Hoffert 

December 17, 2017 
Frank Csrnko, Jr. 

January 16, 2018 
Ronald Stoneback 

January 18, 2018 
Edith Muldowney 

February 11, 2018 
LeRohn “Dan” Deysher 

February 25, 2018 

C. Allen Yost 

July 25, 2018 
Irene Csekitz 

September 13, 2018 
Wayne Levan 

September 19, 2018 
Robert Heil, Sr. 

 

Special Card Ministry 

A table will be set up in our Narthex each week with special cards   

addressed to people in our congregation who can’t be with us for   

various reasons.  Please stop by and write a short note or just sign the 

card.  Your personal note means a lot to them. Also, if you would like 

to donate cards for this ministry, drop them off in the office. 

Never stop doing little things for others. Sometimes those little things occupy the 

 biggest part of their heart. 
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       November Volunteers 

 

November 4 

Team 2………………………..….…..Ushers 

Ann & Glenn Brown……..…. Greeters 

Michelle Major………….……… Nursery 

Samantha Major 

Luke Rosenberger...………….. Acolyte 

Denise Keen…………………..Lay Reader 

November 18 

Team 4………………………….……..Ushers 

Dave & Georgie Stuempfle ….Greeters 

Tricia Shelly ………….…………...Nursery 

Becky Rosenberger 

Ava Major…...………….………… Acolyte 

Phyllis Heil-Henry…………...Lay Reader 

November 11 

Team 3………………….…...………….Ushers 

Andy & Melissa Spear…….…...Greeters 

Barb Thatcher………...…………….Nursery  

Carol Petruno 

Paige Rosenberger…………..…….Acolyte 

Becky Rosenberger.…………...Lay Reader 

November 25 

Team 5…………………………….…..Ushers 

Emily & Bob Stetser….……….….Greeters 

Becky & Emma Harvey………….Nursery 

Emma Harvey.…..…….....………..Acolyte 

Becky Harvey………...………….Lay Reader 

     Those  Sponsoring in November 

November 4 

Kim Kyra………………...……....Bulletin 

Claire Moran………...…..Altar Flowers 

Carol  & Brandon Petruno…..Organ Piece 

November 11 

Sponsored………….…..…………...Bulletin 

Dave & Georgie Stuempfle….Altar Flowers 

Alice Yuille….…………..…….Organ Piece 

November 18 

………………………….……..……...Bulletin 

Danner/Packer Family..…..Altar Flowers 

November 25 

……………………………………:……..…...Bulletin 

Richard Carl………..…….Altar Flowers 

First United Church of Christ 

Rev. Joel Risser 

501 Northampton Street 

Hellertown PA 18055 

(610)838-8811 office@firstucchellertown.com 
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  Saucon Valley Manor Christmas Cheer on December 9:  
 

 It's that time of year when we begin collecting small items as gifts 
for the residents of SV Manor.  We hand these gifts out as prizes 
when they play Bingo, then before we leave we make sure every-
one gets a gift.  We need large print puzzle books, note pads, 
powders, slippers/socks for men and women, hand and body 
creams and some small packages of chocolate.  Other personal 
care items are welcome.  Please no razors or candles.  The residents are always  so 
surprised when they receive a gift.  Unwrapped donations will be accepted through 
Sunday, December 2. Please place gifts in the wicker basket in the Narthex.  Also, we 
will need our youth/families to come and join us to sing on December 9

th
, from 1:00pm 

to 3:00pm.  If you are interested, please see Marji Hughes or Andrea Danner.  We will 
be using some of the donated Christmas cookies for this event. Please sign up in the 
Narthex to bring cookies. 

A MISSION OPPORTUNITY IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Once a month for over 10 years, on the first Wednesday of the 
month, a group from our church meets at 9:30am at New       
Bethany Ministries Mollard Hospitality Center in Bethlehem. We 
cook and serve a lunch meal for men, women and children who 
are in need.   We put on aprons, hair nets and gloves, and in 
three hours chop, cut, and prepare the food supplied while we 
laugh and have fun.  Serving about 100 plus at noon,  we finish 
about one. There are as many as 10 of us some days and four on      
others. We would love to have more help especially with the    

ovens which require heavy lifting. If you are inclined to join us every month or occasionally   
call Jeannie Miller at 610-838-9704.  

                 Time to Order Your Poinsettia Plants. 

It is time to order your holiday plants. The last date to order your 

Christmas Poinsettia is Sunday, November 25th. A form is included and 

more can be found in the church narthex. A six inch pot is still just 

$6.00.  You may pick up your plants following services on Christmas 

Eve. 

                     BAKERS NEEDED 

Sturdy homemade cookies are needed for worship and   

special events on December 9th. Please sign up in the   

Narthex or call the front office if you are able to bring 

cookies by December 2nd. 
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Upcoming Sunday  Schedule 

Church Office Hours: 
Office Hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday. Please make your calls to 
610-838-8811 and conduct your business during those hours. Other calls will be record-
ed on voice mail. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and cooperation. 

Pastor Joel will be available for hospital and recovery when informed. Hospitals, 
rehabilitation facilities and nursing homes do not communicate well with churches.  
Always inform the church office if you are hospitalized or would like a pastoral visit. 
Please do not trust that word will get to the pastor through the grapevine.  Our hospital 
code is 428. You can mention that if you are admitted.  

November 2018 4 All Saints’ Day with Holy Communion 

 11 Stewardship Sunday 

 18 Thanksgiving Sunday/Fill the Sill Dedication 

 25 Tinsel Day immediately following worship– soup lunch, and 

decorate church for Advent 

December 2018 2 First Sunday in Advent /Communion 

 9 Love Feast/Music by Seasons Family/Youth at Saucon 

Valley Manor 

 16 Sunday School Program 

 23 Service of 9 Lessons and Carols @ 10:30 AM/ Music by 

Harpists 

 24 Christmas Eve Worship  7PM  & 9 PM 

January 2019 6 Epiphany Sunday Communion—Detinseling Sunday– 

Visit by the Magi plus Holy Family during Worship 

 13 Baptism of Christ Sunday– Baptism Recognition Sunday

– Cross-Stitch dedication 

 19-21 Old First UCC Mission Trip 

 20 Worship 

 27 Ecumenical Sunday  
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Happening Here at First UCC 

CROP WALK 2018 


