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2020 Bronzeback Big Bass Classic Rules 

LEAVING BOAT: 
- Competitor may not leave the boat for the purpose of fishing; all fishing and 
landing of fish must be done within the boat.  The angler’s two feet may NOT leave 
the inside of the boat. 

LATE POLICIES: 
- Competitors must submit their fish catch into the Reel LiveWell App by prior to the 
end of the event hour (I.e. any fish that are going to be submitted for the 7:00 am to 
8:00 am event, must be in and registered prior to 8:00 am.). 
- The legality or illegality of a fish catch will be determined by the data entered into 
the Reel LiveWell App. 

SAFETY:  
- Safe boating practices are the responsibility of all competitors and their 
responsibility to be aware of the weather and navigate safely in the given conditions.  
- All competitors are required to wear a Coast Guard approved life vest, securely 
fastened, always while the boat is being propelled by the main combustion engine.  
- Boats must have a kill switch attached to driver of boat when big motor is turned 
on.  
- Running lights must be on if necessary and functioning properly. 
 
TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT:  
- Use of nets/grippers is allowed 
- Only artificial lures can be used, NO LIVE BAIT  
- NO TROLLING  
- All bass must be caught in a conventional sporting manner 
- No rod longer than 8 ½ feet are allowed 

MECHANICAL FAULT:  
- It is the competitor’s responsibility to have a working boat, motor, and equipment.  
The MLSA will NOT refund any entries because of mechanical issues. 
- The MLSA and Champions Tour staff are not responsible for providing a loaner boat.  

TIES:  
- In case of a tie, the angler that caught and registered the bass first in the Reel 
LiveWell App will be the winner. 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SPORTSMANSHIP:  
- Contestants cannot use alcohol or drugs during the tournament. 
- At NO time can a competitor use cigarettes or cigars during the official tournament 
hours.   
- A Sportsmanship violation is defined as an aggressive behavior or hostile action 
directed at a fellow angler, non-competitor, or a representative of the MLSA or 
Champions Tour.   
- Use of profanity directed at these individuals, will not be tolerated 
- Penalty will be determined by the tournament director and competitor is subject to 
disqualification.  
- If a competitor receives an on the water violation from a Department of Natural 
Resources Officer, Sheriff, etc., they will be disqualified. 

COMMUNICATION: 
- In case of emergencies, severe weather conditions or event instructions, MLSA and 
Champions Tour Staff will text instructions to the competitors with the details.  It is 
the Competitors responsibility to be aware of incoming text messages on their phone. 
- Competitors shall be prohibited from using cell phones, pagers, text messaging or 
marine band radios to contact or communicate with other anglers, non-competing 
anglers, family or media staff, other than for emergency reasons.  
 
PROTESTS:  
- If a Competitor witnesses a rule infraction, he/she must inform the tournament 
director within 15 minutes of the hourly event ending (I.e. a protest must be filed by 
8:15 am for an infraction that occurred during the 7:00 am to 8:00 am event.  Protest 
MUST be in writing and can NOT be anonymous.  The protest must include the angler’s 
name that is being protested, description of the angler’s boat, detail of the rule 
infraction, as well as the time of infraction. 

FISH MEASUREMENT:  
All fish will be measured on the Approved Rulers and entered in inches, rounding up to the 
next 1/4" if it touches a line.  So, if it touches the minimum size of 12" line, but not the 12 
1/4" it would be entered as 12 1/4".  Fish will be allowed with an open or closed mouth, if we 
can see the mouth is touching the bump board, hand is in the middle, and we can see the 
measurement of the tail.    
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PAYOUTS:  
- The hourly big bass payouts for each division are as follows: 
Adult - 
1st place:  $250  
2nd place:  $100  
3rd place:  $50 

Youth-  
1st Place:  $100  
2nd Place:  $50  
3rd Place:  $25 

The 1st and 2nd place big bass in the adult and youth division for the entire day will 
receive a set of SIMMS Challenger Rain Gear. 

A competitor can ONLY win one prize per competitor hour.   

The competition hours are as follows: 

7:00 am to 8:00 am 
8:00 am to 9:00 am 
9:00 am to 10:00 am 
10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Break for lunch from 11:00 am to Noon 
Noon to 1:00 pm  
1:00 pm to 2:00 pm 
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

A competitor will be required to submit TWO fish photos when entering in their fish 
catch into the Reel LiveWell App.  The first is a properly framed photo of the angler 
holding up the smallmouth bass and the second photo will be one of the smallmouth 
bass on the measuring device, with the length clearly visible.


