
 

 

             N e w s  L i n e 

                  November 2021    

 

Dear AWA Members, 

What a joyous and beautiful month this is, in Bahrain and around the world. Good tidings 

of great joy I bring to all of you as we wait in anticipation for the glorious day of Christmas. 

In America, this is a time of family, food and giving of gifts. My favorite tradition is driving 

around the city to look at Christmas lights on the homes with our family. The real joy of 

Christmas comes from giving, rather than receiving. 

This month we celebrated the 50 th Anniversary of National Day for our beloved Kingdom 

of Bahrain. We held a culturally packed celebration on Monday in lieu of a traditional Gen-

eral Meeting. We also had an opportunity to enjoy the joys of giving at this event, as we 

partnered with One Heart Bahrain to donate warm clothes for laborers in Bahrain’s labor 

camps. Kudos to our Community Service chairperson and Board Member, Fay Hasan for 

planning and executing a magical National Day celebration, complete with a fun photo 

booth and Arabic coffee with traditionally clad servers.  

We were entertained and educated at the same time by the traditional Bahraini band that 

played for us. The members also got an opportunity to take pictures with a Falcon, a bird 

that symbolizes victory and pride. The event was further highlighted with ladies getting 

traditional henna tattooed on the hands by a talented Henna artist and a scrumptious Bah-

rain National Day cake. 

Our Craft Group, most notably Shabana, organized and pulled off a very successful Winter 

Market during the first 3 weeks of December, where we raised 2420 BD for our AWA chari-

ties. Great work, Shabana, Frieda, Amanda and all the crafting volunteers. We decorated 

Gingerbread houses at the Diplomat hotel, complete with festive Christmas tunes and a 

little friendly competition.  

AWA members also got together for a wonderful Christmas lunch organized by Fayza Al 

Wardi, at Jumeirah Royal Saray Hotel, where the food and the ambience were just perfect. 

Looking ahead, we have some big events coming up in the New Year. In January, we will 

take our first step in offering an evening meeting for working ladies and others, by starting 

an Evening Book Club, headed up by our Vice President, Kim Bakaev. 

In February, we will hold our Mardi Gras Ball at the Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel. We will 

be selling tickets at the GM in January and non-members are welcome. Start shopping for 

ball gowns and inviting your friends to join you!  

We will begin taking nominations for board positions in January. Our Election for 2022-23 

will take place in March. If you think you would be interested in a position on the AWA 

Board, you may nominate yourself or a friend can nominate you starting in January.  

I hope this last month of the year is filled with blessings for you as we look forward to the 

coming new year. Please take care of yourselves and your families. Stay safe and well, so 

we can start 2022 off with a BANG! 

I wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Love, Amy 
 

Executive Committee 

 

President - Amy Stroup 

President@awabahrain.org 

Vice President—Kim Bakaev 

vicepresident@awabahrain.org 

Treasurer - Denise Kfoury 

treasurer@awabahrain.org 

Recording Secretary -  Maria Claudia 

Keough 

recordingsecretary@awabahrain.org 

Parliamentarian - Amanda Al Salaiti 

parliamentarian@awabahrain.org 

 

Membership - Shikha Varma 

membership@awabahrain.org 

 

Corresponding Secretary  -  

Roaya Sharif 

correspondingsecretary@awabahrain.org 

 

Community Service -  Fay Hasan 

communityservice@awabahrain.org 

  From Our President’s Desk 



 

 

      General Meeting 
      December 

 

The December  General Meeting commenced  on December 13th at Mövenpick Hotel . The 

main agenda of this General Meeting was to celebrate Bahrain’s 50th National Day. AWA 

President Amy Stroup invited all AWA members on this joyous occasion to enjoy the celebra-

tions packed with many fun activities. The occasion witnessed a stunning the singing and 

dancing of a traditional Bahraini Band. Many members joined the stage dancing to the beau-

tiful traditional music. 



 

 

      General Meeting 
      December 

 

Ladies were excited to get henna tattooed on the hands by guest Henna artist. And one could 

see the long que for getting photographed with the stunning and mighty bird—a Falcon, 

which was the highlight of the meeting. The members thoroughly enjoyed  the food and the 

delicious Bahraini deserts that were served by traditionally clad staff. Additionally, there was 

a unique photo booth to get festive pictures clicked individually and in groups. 

Witnessing the remarkable success of the Craft fair Amy Stroup presented Shabana Shaikh 

with a bouquet of flowers in recognition for their outstanding efforts. 

With the motto of ‘giving during this Holiday Season, AWA also welcomed One Heart Bah-

rain to collect warm clothing for laborers in Bahrain Labor Camp. 



 

 

 
Craft Group  

Amanda Al Salati, Shabana Shaikh, Frieda Waegemans. 

 

 

 

For the Craft Group December has been a very busy month due to the wonderful Christmas Market at the 
Diplomat Hotel every weekend (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) for the first 3 weekends of December. 
The Christmas Market was a success where the Craft Group raised 2240 BD that will be donated to various 
charities supported by AWA. 
The Gingerbread house making event was also a remarkable success on December 7.(Details mentioned in 
a separate article) 
The Craft Group will be closed for the month of December, ingulfing in the beautiful Holiday Season and 
will be back in January, welcoming 2022. 
The Craft group wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and that all your crafty dreams 
come through in 2022 ! 
 

Committee Activities 

December  2021 



 

 

Golf Group  
Gail Shwenk 

The Golf Group had a wonderful time with 
their lessons with Instructor Rory Young. The 
lesson commenced on December 1st, 2021 at 

Awali Golf Club (AGC) was attended by AWA members Maile 
and Tanja. 
The Golf Group is excitedly looking forward to many more 
golf lessons in the oncoming  Year. New members are en-
couraged and welcome to join the Group. 

Committee Activities 

December 2021 

   

Shutterflies  
Shikha Varma 

On 7th December Shutterflies went to chase the evening sun as it engulfed itself into the aq-
ua marine waters of the Al Ghous Corniche.  The Photo enthusiasts took some unique backlit 

shots of the Bahrain skyline and Shaikh Isa Causeway from the 
beautiful Mosque Hanan Ali Kanoo. Every evening at the golden 
hour, fishermen bring crabs and fish to the shore and load them 
into trucks to take them to various markets on the island.  
 
No prizes for guessing what the ladies cooked for dinner that 
night!!  The next interesting location for the photo walk shall be 
announced in the Shutterflies and AWA official WhatsApp groups.  

 



 

 

Committee Activities 

December 2021 

“Live the Tradition” Souq Visits  -  Roaya Sharif 

 On December 1st, 2021, the group went to Manama Souq, where they began the day with a         

delicious traditional breakfast at Karak Ghulam Restaurant, then they headed for special 

Jalabiyas where the members shopped for colourful Jalabiyas for the celebrations of Bah-

rain’s 50th National at the General Meeting. Many members got Cinamon sticks as souvenirs. 

All the members had a wonderful time. This visit was attended by 8 AWA members. 

 

Book Club  

Vendy Schrage 

 

Book Club will resume on Monday, January 31st, 10 am. Location will be shared soon. 

The Club will also be welcoming an evening group , the details of the same will be shared on the official Whatsapp 

groups. Stay tuned for more updates! 

Wishing you all a very happy New Year!!  



 

 

Committee Activities 

December 2021 

Shikha Varma -  Membership 

December is the most magical month of the year; full of sparkles, joy, festivities and fun! For AWA 
too it is an exciting time for new recruitments and old renewals!  

With open arms, we warmly greet 12 lovely ladies this month:  A big hello to Nancy Duin, Kit Jones, 
Najma Fulad, Nor Azwina, Claire Rhodes, Shirin Shakib, Jaqueleen Yvonne, Juliana Coelho, Puja Khanna and Lesley 
Rayan. We are also excited to have Rosa Espada and Lia Wright join us back after a tiny break!  

Ladies, please feel free to sign up for your favorite activities at the GM (General Meeting).  Talk to our welcoming 
activity chairpersons or refer to the monthly calendar in the Newsline and get involved in the upcoming events.   

For the existing members the last date to renew their membership is 31st January. The membership fee is BD 55.  

(For the U.S Navy and Embassy spouses and employees it is BD 50)  

Members may bring cash at the GM or benefit pay. WhatsApp Shikha Varma for the AWA IBAN.   

Wish you all peace, good health, love and laughter in 2022. See you at the next activity soon! 

Upcoming Activities will be updated through official whatsapp groups soon.



 

 

 Activities 

December 2021 

 

Christmas Lunch  
The American Women Association held a Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, December 8, from 12 pm to 3 

pm at Royal Saray Resort.  The delightful lunch was attended by 42 ladies that comprised of AWA members 

and their friends. The lunch was accompanied by live Jazz music, which made the ambience even more fes-

tive for everyone to enjoy. The ladies had a gala time with the delicious food, festive music and off course 

wonderful company! 



 

 

 Activities 

December 2021 

 

Gingerbread House 
Craft Group hosted Gingerbread house making and decorating at the Diplomat Radisson Blu hotel on De-

cember 7th. It was a fun morning full of laughter and friendship whilst getting into the festive mood with 

Christmas holiday tunes and tasty mince pies and Christmas cookies. 

The event was open to AWA members and their friends and family. The morning began with a brief 

demonstration by the chef on the construction of the Gingerbread house from the pieces provided. The 

competition was on its way, as the attendees began construction on their own Gingerbread houses. Once 

the houses were built and a few structural issues had been resolved, the bare gingerbread houses were 

ready for decoration. Creativity was at its peak as the attendees using the candy and icing provided 

adorned their gingerbread houses. 



 

 

 Activities 

December 2021 

 

Gingerbread House 
The gingerbread houses were judged by the chefs of the Diplomat Radisson Blu and prizes 

were awarded as follows -  1st Prize – Tracey Ford, 2nd Prize – Ghazwa Fathi, 3rd Prize – Manal Akasha. 



 

 

Community Service 

Community Service -  Fay Hassan 
 
December 15,  AWA Community Service Volunteers, along with Salmaniya Psychiatrist Centre 
staff celebrated the country's 50th National Day with laughter and smiles.  
 

The team at the Centre did a fantastic job at organizing the event which started with a video show that 
talked about the brief history of this wonderful land, then followed with a number of games amongst male 
and female patients and our volunteers helped with games.  
 
The celebration continued with distribution of wonderful gifts provided by AWA and snacks to the patients.  
 
Finally, as the event concluded our volunteers were able create a memorable national day event for the 
patients. It was a beautiful to see smiling faces and bright eyes. 

My heartfelt thanks to all AWA volunteers 

who came along and helped patients to 

have lovely time. 
 

Some of the stunning creations of the patients of Salmaniya 

Hospital. 



 

 

Monthly Calendar 



 

 

Activity Chairpersons 

Activity Coordinator -  Ifath Zehra 

On Island Tour (OIT) - Fay Hasan 

Off Island Tour -  Kalpana Patel  

Shutterflies/Photography -  Shikha Varma 

Women  of Taste (WOT) - Fayza Al Wardi 

Coffee Mornings -  Tasneem Firoz 

Craft Group -  Frieda Waegemans, Amanda Al Salati, Shabana Shaikh 

Art Group -  Nadia Al Jar  

Book Club - Vendy Schrage 

Golf Club - Gail Schwenk 

Mahjong -  Nadia Al Jar  

“Live the Tradition” Souk Visits -  Roaya Sharif 

Official Photographer -  Ayesha Imran 

 

Committee Chairpersons 

Hospitality -  Tasneem Firoz  

Social Media -  Shikha Varma 

Newsline -  Amyra (Neha) Sharma 

Website -  Amy Rozek 

 

PR and Media Liaison  - Fay Hasan, Kausar Iqbal 

Lucky Draw -  Kym Watchorn 

 

Community Service Committees  

Military Liaison (Bahrain) - Tracy Ford 

Volunteer Coordinator for Community Service -  

Naz Hussaini 

 

The Official Newsletter of American Women’s Association  


