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Intro

My oldest daughter Kelley asked me “Dad are we millionaires?” 
I responded, “I am a multi-millionaire because each of my 4 
kids is worth a million to me.” A good metrics of success is 

how many people have you helped. Quit obsessing about money and find 
ways to help others. When you do this, money will come to you.

Anyone can earn a million but not everyone is willing to keep their 
hands open enough to give a million. This book will show you how to make 
and save the millions and how to be generous with it. I have found the 
more generous you are, the more you tend to make. This is not a health 
and wealth book. This is a realistic look at yourself and your attitudes about 
money. The book will give you tools to save millions and prepare you to give 
some away wisely. 

One of my favorite Dave-ism’s (is that a word?) is “You can’t see if 
you are stuck in the I.” This book will get you out of the I and into oth-
ers by opening your eyes to saving and giving.

I wrestled with the book’s title. I originally came up with “Make a Mil-
lion Give a Million.” However, money is earned not just created (or made). 
That and the fact that Parker Brothers, the toy maker, has a card game called 
Make-a-Million. No need to lose the profit earned by this book which by the 
way will go 25% to charity through the TIGB Family Giving Fund…more on 
that later.

So I tentatively decided on the title “Earn a Million Give a Million” 
because you do have to earn the money through hard work and smart think-
ing. Anyone can earn a million. The real question is how do you save a mil-
lion and then have the guts to give a million away. We will learn to save and 
give. Thus the title “Save a Million Give a Million.”

I have owned a CPA firm for over 35 years and have taught seminars 
for accountants, small business owners and individuals during that entire 
time. I recently completed my 1,000 national tax seminar in Portland, Ore-
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gon. This interaction with so many individuals has made me realize there is 
a major shortage of financial planning wisdom in the majority of everyday 
Americans. This book will help.

Some of my clients over the years have been Phil Collins, Steve Mill-
er, Scott Hamilton, Jodie Foster, and Stephen King. None of these are the 
famous ones you have heard of. Just everyday people with similar stories, 
goals and aspirations like you.

$1 million is not that much. The average life span of an American 
is 79 years of age. Let’s say you enjoy your youth and don’t work until age 
21 and you retire at age 66 which is when social security pays out your full 
retirement amount. That is 45 years to make smart decisions. At a very con-
servative 5% interest rate, you would need to save $510 per month to reach 
$1 million in the bank. Ladies live longer than men so I guess they should 
be millionaires easier. The earlier you start the better! If you are 21 and are 
reading this book, you have it made. If you are reading this book at age 66 
with no money in the bank, you have stored up lots of talent and wisdom 
over a lifetime. We just need to work quicker.

Back in 2005, I wrote a book called “Outrun the Pack in Tax”. It was 
written to accountants and financial advisors and explored 10 key areas of 
business to be successful. Each event was tied to a decathlon event. For ex-
ample, visioning your business was tied to the pole vault where you could 
get out of the day to day work and look down at what you want your busi-
ness to be when you are done. This book has 10 chapters related to the steps 
to get your financial house in order. We will look at you and your attitudes 
as well as the many ways to save and give. We will learn tax, education, sav-
ings, retirement and giving strategies. You will learn to budget, save and stay 
out of debt. I was blessed with a strange gift of making tax law fun. 

There are very few books that give an emphasis to tax strategy to create 
lifetime savings. This one will. I get nervous about doing this only because 
those chapters will become outdated by the time the book becomes avail-
able. That is why I will italicize all numbers that typically change and will 
have an annual update to keep this book fresh. You will be able to access 
this as a hard copy and an e-book. It will be updated annually…as long as I 
am breathing and the brain is functioning. There will be some complicated 
strategies later in the book that I will simplify. You should certainly seek the 
advice of your tax accountant and financial advisor before implementing 
what you read.

One confession on the advice I give. My older brother, Don, invited me 
to play softball with his church team. I saw him slide head first into second 
base for a double. After he scored, I put my arm around my 13-year-older 
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brother and told him to slide feet first next time. It is much safer for some-
one of his age. His next time up, he actually listened to his younger brother 
and slid into second base feet first...and broke his ankle.

He ended up in a cast for several weeks. When the time came for the 
cast to be removed, little brother had another suggestion for Don. I told him 
he should go fishing. We both love to fish and at the time we had a pontoon 
boat. Don was a very successful barefooted fisherman and caught five catfish 
quickly. He was lifting the sixth catfish over the pontoon boat rail when it 
flipped off the hook inside the boat. The catfish plummeted poison dorsal 
fin pointed down and lodged into the top of Don’s foot that was creamy soft 
after having just been in a cast for weeks.

Don’s immediate reaction to the venom being released in his system 
was to kick as if he were in the Radio City Rockettes. The catfish was kicked 
back into the water minus the dorsal fin which was still in Don’s foot. I can’t 
believe he lost the fish. As he lay bleeding, he wrapped a home-made tour-
niquet around his ankle and drove himself to the hospital emergency room 
where the fin was surgically removed.

A week later he want grocery shopping. He was limping along pushing 
his full cart back to his car and a lady ran over him and the cart. She rushed 
up and noticed he had purchased eggs and wanted to make sure the eggs 
had not broken.

The point of this story is I thought I was giving bad advice but I did 
not tell him to go to the grocery store. Apparently, he just has a dark cloud 
hanging over his head. I will share my advice and hope it works better than 
with my brother.

This book was written with my kids in mind. How could I pass down 
all the financial wisdom gained over the last 60+ years? It is written for the 
young family trying to get by, the established family trying to save, the 
person trying to make a difference and the person who wants to give back. 
If you own or want to own a business, this book will give you secrets of suc-
cess. If you have a financial advisory or accounting firm, it would be a great 
gift for all your top clients. It sounds like everyone should buy this book.

I am blessed to be able to share what I have learned over a lifetime of 
successes, and of course failures. I was standing behind my house by the 
pond talking to my son when a frog ran across the surface of the water for 
15 to 20 feet (true story). My son, Josh, and I stared at each other in disbe-
lief until we saw the cause. An otter surfaced and was chasing the frog. The 
point is you can walk on water if you are scared enough. Let’s not 
be too scared but let’s do the impossible and get our finances in order.
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The Gang

I am blessed to be married to my wife Pat and have four amazing chil-
dren, Joe, Kelley, Allie, and Josh and one grandchild Mason. Joe is married to 
Ariel and the other three kids are planning the marriage route soon. I want-
ed to provide a picture since you will hear many stories around the family.

In order from left to right, Ariel, Mason (low), Joe (higher), Pat, Dave, Allie, Kelley 
and Josh…the Krebs family


