
President’s Board Address for December 15, 2017 

Good evening, board members.  I hope you all are looking forward to lovely holiday times with 
your families and friends.  I know that I am certainly looking forward to the winter break and 
time with my loved ones.  My favorite nephew Jon and I were discussing his daughters’ 
Christmas wish lists the other day and I was delighted by their requests for all things “My Little 
Pony” and “Frozen.”  To be eight and five again!  Jon asked me what was on my wish list and I 
told him that it was a collection of several different long lists!  He laughed and wished me well 
with that. 

After our conversation, I realized that I had been speaking the truth when I told him that I had 
several different lists.  I have Christmas wish lists for home, for school, for family and friends, 
and for this interesting job that I have at HDTA.  Let me share with you my HDTA wish list. 

I wish that teachers don’t do things over the next 48 hours which require serious attention so that 
I don’t have to go to any meetings and miss out on our holiday brunch at Placerita. 

I wish that administrator trainings all included components for developing pedagogical leaders 
on our campuses and not just discipline.  I wish for administrators who celebrate and nurture 
good teaching practices and who pull alongside struggling teachers and offer them real true 
support to improve practice and instruction.   

I wish for a school world where we spend a lot less on attorney fees and lots more on classroom 
supplies and field trips and improving teachers’ salaries.  Wouldn’t that be cool?  I imagine trips 
that enrich classroom instruction and that spark interests that kids didn’t even know they had.  I 
read Bowman’s Title 1 plan and I want to volunteer for some of their cool planned trips!  An 
improvement in salaries would mean that we don’t have to be much concerned with the coming 
teacher shortages; we would be in the catbird seats!  

I wish for a school budget that doesn’t have a fund 17 with lots of stagnant one-time monies 
tucked away in it.  I wish that we spent those one-time monies on the “one-time kids” in front of 
us right now to make their educational experiences even richer and more challenging.  They 
deserve that investment in the here and now. 

I know that I can’t make all of these wishes come true right away.  But I feel better for having 
shared them with you all.  In speaking with friends in the world of real estate, I know that quality 
schools is one of the most attractive things about our community and why people move here.  
Being in the here and now and working on maintaining and improving our schools will keep the 
community strong and attractive to new families and will help to retain and nurture our great 
teachers. 

I wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a great 2018. 

 


