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BY OMAR NASHASHIBI, THE FRANKLIN PARTNERSHIP, LLP
Elections have consequences and
no campaign proved that axiom
more true than the 2016
Presidential contest. Imagine had
Hillary Clinton won. No major tax
cuts. No major regulatory rollback.
No immigration crisis. No tariffs or
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year marks the organization’s
75th anniversary. Originally
founded following World War
II to address the workforce
development crisis, NTMA
holds true to its mission. While

Each year, NTMA members
from around that nation
gather for the organization’s
largest event of the year: Fall
Conference. But the 2018
conference held special
significance, because this

(Continued on page 14)

With Dave Tilstone’s announcement in 2017 that he would
be stepping down as the president of the National Tooling &
Machining Association, the NTMA executive committee
began an exhaustive search to find the most qualified
candidate to guide the NTMA into a future that involves
industry 4.0 and the IoT. In August, committee members
announced they’ve found just the person for the job, and he’s
hit the ground running.
Enter, Dean Bartles.
Bartles brings to NTMA more than five decades of
(Continued on page 13)

M A N U FA C T U R I N G A M E R I C A ’ S F U T U R E

PRECISION PITTSBURGH

Page 2

A message from Chapter President John Maholtz
As we move into the final quarter of 2018, our
chapter continues to evolve and set the pace
nationally. Local leaders are excited about
upcoming structural changes that will create more
opportunities for sponsorship and support.

I think most of you are aware that the Pittsburgh
Chapter NTMA also has its own foundation, The
Pittsburgh Chapter National Tooling & Machining
Foundation (NTMF). The NTMF is a nonprofit
501c(3) organization dedicated to continuing
education and training programs. Perhaps the most
visible and well known initiative is BotsIQ.
The NTMA Apprenticeship Program has
historically been a nonprofit 501c(6) organization.
While there are some overlapping features between
the organizations, a501c(3) organization is

supported by contributions and grants, whereas a 501c
(6) organization is supported through member revenue.
There are enhanced fundraising advantages of a 501c
(3) organization, such as government and grant money
available to support workforce training initiatives. So
earlier this year, the Pittsburgh chapter board made the
decision to move the NTMA Apprenticeship Program
to a 501c(3).This change also impacts our board
structure.
Previously, we had two separate boards: one for the
NTMA and another for the NTMF. While there are
still advantages to maintaining both entities, we have
rolled the boards together with all members serving on
the combined board.
It is with mixed feelings that I write what will be my
(Continued on page 12)
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OUTCOMES AND EXPECTATIONS (CONT.)
(Continued from page 1)

trade war.
The outcomes of the
2018 election will also
have an impact on
manufacturers, though
not to the scale of the
earthquake of two years
ago. Many political
“experts” give
Democrats at least a 70
percent chance of taking
control of the U.S.
House of
Representatives. House
Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-CA) and her

party must net 23 seats
to regain the Speaker’s
gavel in the next
Congress, taking power
on January 3, 2019, and
through the 2020
Presidential elections.
Of the 23 seats
Democrats must take
from Republicans, many
reside in heavily
populated

manufacturing
congressional districts.
The non-partisan Cook
Political Report already
placed two Republicanheld seats in Minnesota,
two from New Jersey,
and four from
Pennsylvania in the Lean
Democratic column.
They list a full 29 more
GOP House members as
toss-up. Even
by
Washington
standards, the
math is
difficult for

Republicans to overcome.
The Senate is more of an
uphill battle for Democrats
who must net two seats and
(Continued on page 11)
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On Oct. 9, members
of the Pittsburgh
Chapter NTMA
gathered at Haas
Factory Outlet for a
jam-packed session.
The intent: to
maximize content
and minimize time
commitment for our busy members. The day began with
a complimentary lunch at noon, networking with
colleagues and tabletop displays from companies like
WSS Integrated Technologies, BADAXE and
Mastercam.
The official program included four speakers who offered
something for everyone. We kicked off with Joe Volansky
of Blue Swarf. Joe introduced members to the BADAXE
Smart Tool™ which interfaces with a growing portfolio
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of machines, supporting advanced manufacturing
operations through machining dynamics. The Smart
Tool assembly is optimized for high-productivity
milling on a specific brand and model of machine.
Next, members heard from Matt Wirginis of FARO.
The company’s technologies combine hardware and
software to minimize the total-measurement time,
which is the per-piece time to plan, setup, perform,
analyze, and document each measurement. Matt
talked about what's new with probing and laser
scanning, then ran a demo of sample workflows using
both.
Corey Drebot of Haas Factory Outlet shared a case
study of an eight-sided part that is commonly
produced on a VMC, which is then transferred to a
five-axis mill. He demonstrated how to program the
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

machine, tooling and setup. Then, members saw the
Haas UMC series five-axis mill in action.
Our final speaker of the afternoon was Omar Nashashibi
of the Franklin Partnership, NTMA’s lobbyist in
Washington, D.C. Omar offered inside-the-beltway
observations to help make sense of the uncertainty
surrounding trade, provide an update on major changes
coming to apprenticeships, and let you know how new
regulations could affect your business. In addition, he
provided members insight into the coming November
Congressional elections and how a possible change in
control to Democrats could impact the Trump
administration’s agenda and manufacturing in America.
A special thank you goes out to Haas Factory Outlet for
making this even possible, and to everyone who
attended. NTMA provided the knowledge base, but only
members can provided the connection.
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BOTSIQ TEAM SPOTLIGHT:

Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf

TEACHER ADVISOR(S):

John Foust (teacher)
Tony DiMenno (volunteer and retired WPSD teacher)

INDUSTRY ADVISOR(S):

Bob Pollice from New Century Careers

NUMBER OF TEAMS (THIS YEAR): 1
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN BOTSIQ (THIS
YEAR): 8

NUMBER OF YEARS PARTICIPATING IN BOTSIQ:

12

HOW HAS BOTSIQ "HELPED" YOUR SCHOOL?
BotsIQ has definitely broadened the public’s awareness of the existence WPSD and we are
viewed as challenging and potential contenders and competitors. The program also has broadened our
students’ perspectives and realization that they can compete head-to-head with their hearing
counterparts.
By participating in the BotsIQ program, the WPSD students have thrust themselves into the
hearing world, but once in the arena, the students have proven that the field of play is relatively equal,
outside of communication with their advisor during the competition. The program also has developed
the students’ abilities to overcome the communication barrier by any means available when working
with their hearing industry advisor(s), during safety inspections prior to competition or chatting with
other teams in the pit area.
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By Ashley Kirsch, Southwestern PA BotsIQ
To kick off the 2018-2019 competition season, BotsIQ
held its annual Teacher Professional Development Day
on Friday, Sept. 28 at Community College of Allegheny
County (CCAC) West Hills. Teachers and students
spent the day in workshops designed to help prepare for
this year’s competition.
New BotsIQ teachers and students had the opportunity
to learn from veteran teachers and volunteers
introductory topics, such as how to build a bot and how
to start and continue documentation. More advanced
topics also were offered by industry professionals, such
as how to use a CNC to manufacture your bot, using
Solidworks to create great engineering documentation
and introduction to
material science and
metallurgy. Throughout
the day, participants
were also able to tour
CCAC West Hills
Mechatronics
Department and learn
more about the
opportunities CCAC has
to offer.
New to every BotsIQ
student is the opportunity to take related instruction

through online manufacturing training curriculum, such
as Tooling U-SME and Mastercam
University. Representatives from
Tooling U-SME introduced
teachers and students to their
platform and were available
throughout the day to answer
questions.
During lunch, teachers and
students were able to share best
practices with each other and visit
with several vendors and
community organizations, such as
the Society for Women Engineers,
Haas Factory Outlet, TriMech Solutions, and Snap
Raise.
BotsIQ is excited to begin our 14th season with 60
high schools from across southwestern Pennsylvania.
Please join us for one of our spring 2019
competitions:

• Butler County Community College Preliminary
Competition – March 7
• Westmoreland County Community College
Preliminary Competition – March 15 and March 16

• BotsIQ Finals Competition at the Convocation
Center at California University of Pennsylvania –
April 26 and April 27
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participation in the BotsIQ
program; to link students with
industry mentors and promote an
understanding of manufacturing
career pathways to high school
students in southwestern
Pennsylvania; and to promote an
understanding of manufacturing
career pathways to parents of high
school students in southwestern
Pennsylvania.
The Pittsburgh Chapter NTMF
understands the importance of
attracting, preparing, and inspiring
It was another perfect day for this
our future workforce. Through
year’s Pittsburgh Chapter National
the 2017-18 BotsIQ program year,
Tooling and Machining Foundation
82% of student participants report
(NTMF) charity golf tournament to
being interested or planning to
raise funds for the chapter’s high
explore a manufacturing or
school manufacturing workforce
science, technology, engineering,
development program, BotsIQ.
or math (STEM) related career
Starting its 14th year, BotsIQ has
and 83% recognize that
grown from six schools to over 60
manufacturing is important to the
schools across southwestern
US and local economy. In the
Pennsylvania and includes more than
past few years, we have seen
6,000 alumni.
increasing numbers of BotsIQ
BotsIQ has three overarching goals: to graduates continue their training at
advance STEM and provide resources a short-term training program,
to local high schools to facilitate their such as New Century Careers,

Sponsor. Play. Inspire.

enter the workforce directly after
high school, or begin apprenticeships
with their employers.
Starting this fall, BotsIQ high school
students will not only be introduced
to manufacturing and STEM
careers, but also be given
opportunities to formally complete
coursework related to specific
industry competencies.
“BotsIQ wanted to provide our
students with more opportunities.
Through BotsIQ Academy, we look
forward to strengthening our
students’ technical knowledge and
skills and increase their
understanding of manufacturing
careers,” BotsIQ Executive Director
Michel Conklin said.
With the addition of BotsIQ
Academy, students will begin their
training in high school and transition
easily to careers or further training or
education programs with some
coursework and competencies
completed.
This year’s Pittsburgh Chapter
NTMF Golf Outing was held on
Monday, Aug. 27 at the
(Continued on page 9)
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE
2018 MANUFACTURING OPEN WINNERS!

1st Place Team (290): Dale Saller (Allegheny Machine Tool Systems), Nate Thomas
(JATCO Machine and Tool Co.), Mike Dyer (Dyer Industries) & Shevy Westbrook (Allegheny
Performance Plastics)
2nd Place Team (292): Michael Carlin (Metplas Incorporated), Russell Fisness (Metplas
Incorporated), Russell Garrett (Metplas Incorporated) & Phil Schreyer (Siemens)
CTP #7: Josh Olen (Witness Security Solutions LLC) 7'5"
CTP #9: John Tucker 5'10"
CTP #13: John Gogets 42"
CTP#15: Kurt Schroener (JV Manufacturing) 10'6"
Long Putt #2: Guy Natale (Arnett Carbis Toothman LLP) 26'10"
Long Putt #17: Andy Burgess 50'2"

(Continued from page 8)

Westmoreland Country Club.
More than 80 golfers enjoyed
18-holes of golf, followed by a
delicious barbeque dinner and
reception. Golfers had the
opportunity to try their luck in
the 50/50 card raffle and
basket raffle which both
benefit the BotsIQ program.
Thank you to all of the
sponsors, golfers, and
volunteers that attended and
supported the event.
We look forward to next year’s
golf event and the opportunity
to continue to inspire the next
generation of manufacturers.
If you are interested in getting

involved or learning more about the
BotsIQ program, please contact
Michel Conklin, executive director,
BotsIQ (conklin@ncsquared.com).
A special thank you to our sponsors
who made this event possible.
You’ll find a complete listing on the
following page.
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THANK YOU
THESE SPONSORS
WHO MADE THE
MANUACTURING
POSSIBLE!

OPEN

Astley Precision
Dura-Metal Products Corp.
Engle-Hambright & Davies, Inc
Haas Factory Outlet
Penn United Technologies, Inc.
Allegheny Machine Tool Systems
Alro Steel
Arnett Carbis Toothman LLP
Chick Machine Company
DelGrosso’s Park and Laguna Splash
Park
Engle-Hambright & Davies, Inc
Friends of BotsIQ
Gerstner & Sons
Hamill Manufacturing Company
Kurt J. Lesker Co.
Metplas Incorporated
Mountaineer Casino Racetrack & Resort
National Tooling and Machining Assoc.
Penn Stainless

Penn State Tool and Die
Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation
Seven Springs Mountain Resort
Sognatore
Superior Die Set Corp.
The Andy Warhol Museum
The Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh
The Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh
The City Theatre Company
The Pittsburgh Opera
The Pittsburgh Public Theater
The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium
Triple B Farms
Tucker Arensberg, LLC

OUTCOMES AND EXPECTATIONS (CONT.)
(Continued from page 3)

defend 26, including ten in red states won
by President Trump. Similar to the
House, many of the key toss-up states
such as Indiana, Missouri, and Tennessee
have thousands of plants with those three
states alone combining for more than 1
million manufacturing workers.
While not having the best track record
after 2016, if the political analysts prove
correct and the Democrats take the
House, but Republicans retain the Senate,
then manufacturers will begin to feel the
policy outcomes of the elections almost
immediately.
Aside from the continued congressional
gridlock and possible impeachment
hearings, should Democrats set the
agenda in the House, we expect one of the
few areas in which they could work with
the Trump administration is on
infrastructure. In addition to water-related
projects, policymakers may quickly revisit
an infrastructure bank or legislation
authorizing thousands of road and bridge
construction and repairs throughout the
country that likely will receive the
President’s support.

Although Congress cannot set
regulations, through federal funding
negotiations with the White House,
Democrats could slow many of the EPA
rollbacks of Obama-era environmental
rules currently underway. NTMA
members lobbied extensively to pass the
small business tax cuts in December
2017, and while opposed by every
House Democrat at the time, with
President Trump in office, opponents of
the tax cuts are unable to undo the
permanent corporate rate reduction or
the lowered pass-through rate for
manufacturers.
The most recent news on a revised
NAFTA provides Democrats with the
greatest opportunity to impact one of
the President’s top priorities. Even were
the updated agreement between the
U.S., Mexico, and Canada to receive a
vote this year, most believe the
administration needs at least 40-60
House Democrats to make up for GOP
defections. Should Democrats take
control of the House in the November
elections, the party may seek to extract
(Continued on page 14)
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CHANGES (Cont.)
final update to you as president
of the Pittsburgh Chapter
NTMA and NTMF. It has
been an honor to serve as your
president. I greatly enjoyed my
time in the role, however, a
new career opportunity is
taking me away from the
tooling and machining
industry.
This is an exciting time for the
NTMA, and my involvement
has been very rewarding
personally and professionally.
Like so many relationships in
life, the more you put into it,
the more you will get out of it.
I’ve never found that to be
more true than with the

NTMA. I would encourage
each of you to seek out
board members and
committee members to
discuss how you can get
more involved. You may
want to step up and get
involved in chapter
leadership, or there may be
a role that is a perfect fit on
one of our committees.
I wish you all the very best
moving forward and thanks
again for all your support
and making my experience
with the NTMA / NTMF
such a great one.
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PRESIDENT (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

experience in the manufacturing sector, most
recently as the Director of the John Olson
Advanced Manufacturing Center at the University
of New Hampshire. Previously, he served as a
president of the Society of Manufacturing
Engineers and president of the North American
Research Institute. Bartles was the founding
executive director of the Digital Manufacturing &
Design Innovation Institute, a consortium that
works in partnership with the Department of
Defense to equip U.S. factories with the digital
tools and expertise they need to improve their
manufacturing processes. He was also the
founding chairman of the Smart Manufacturing
Leadership Coalition (SMLC), which is building
the nation’s first open smart-manufacturing
platform for collaborative industrial-networked
information applications.

Bartles also has extensive corporate experience
and began his career working at various major
manufacturing companies. For 13 years, he was

Pittsburgh Business Times 2011
Manufacturer of the Year

www.allekiskiind.com
531 Hyde Park Road, Leechburg, PA 15656
(Allegheny Twp. - Congressional District #12)
Phone: 724-845-2799  fax: 724-845-2797

Kevin Hartford, President
Ed Newell, Vice President

MACHINING, FABRICATION

AND

ASSEMBLY

vice president and general manager of the Ordnance and
Tactical Systems Division at General Dynamics General,
and earlier in his career held positions at Primex
Technologies, Olin Ordnance, General Defense
Corporation and Fairchild Republic Company.
“Dean Bartles brings to NTMA a deep understanding of
our industry and its importance to the economy,” said
NTMA Chairman Mark Vaughn. “NTMA was
established in part to help fill the manufacturing industry
skills gap by tapping talented people for careers in our
industry, and Dean’s years of experience at both
manufacturing associations and companies gives him a
unique perspective on this important issue. He is an
excellent leader to continue to strengthen our workforce
development programs.”
“NTMA is composed of some of the most
knowledgeable, experienced and competitive companies
in the manufacturing sector,” said Bartles. “I’m excited
to join the association at this critical time for
manufacturing. There is no more important issue today
than addressing the shortage of skilled labor that our
members and all manufacturers are experiencing. I’m
looking forward to growing NTMA-U, our fully online
program of courses developed for precision machining
and related occupations, and our new National
Apprentice Program, NTMA’s best-practices program
that offers webinars on technology and
techniques. These programs can provide critical tools for
companies to attract and educate the next generation of
workers.”
Bartles succeeds Dave Tilstone, who is retiring after
serving as NTMA president since 2010.
“The board, members and staff thank Dave Tilstone for
his leadership,” said Vaughn. “We know that Dean will
continue to build on the tremendous work done by
Dave.”
Bartles graduated from Shepherd College with a
bachelor’s degree in business administration and holds an
MBA from Shippensburg University and a master’s
degree in international business from Tampa College. He
has also earned a Doctorate in Business Administration
(DBA) from Nova Southeastern University and a Ph. D.
in Technology Management with a concentration in
advanced manufacturing systems from Indiana State
University.
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MEMBERS HONORED (CONT.)

OUTCOMES AND EXPECTATIONS (CONT.)

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 11)

the approach has evolved over the years and
programs have grown and changed, at the heart
of the organization and its success is its
members.

additional concessions on labor and environment in
exchange for providing enough votes to pass the new
trade package.

The 75th Anniversary Gala in Denver, Colorado
was a celebration of companies that recognize
that we are stronger when we support each other.
The service awards recognize members who have
been with the Association for at least 25
years. Honorees are awarded with a certificate
and lapel pin in five year increments after they
reach 25 years of service to thank them for their
long-term membership, loyalty and support of
the NTMA. This year, there are 102 companies
who reached a milestone with NTMA.
Among those honored in 2018 were Farzati
Manufacturing, celebrating 35 years of
membership, and Summit Machine, which has

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
PITTSBURGH CHAPTER
SERVICE AWARD
HONOREES!

been active in the NTMA for 30 years.
Greensburg-based Farzati opened it’s doors in
1974. It is a machining and grinding facility
specializing in precision components.
Summit Machine was founded in 1983, also with
with a focus on precision machined components.
The company recently opened a new facility in
Alverton, PA.
Congratulations to our cornerstone Pittsburgh
shops!

Regardless of taxes, trade, or regulations, while
Democrats may drive the agenda, voters in
Pennsylvania may hold the keys for the party. With
more than 20 percent of the competitive seats
Democrats need to win located in the
Commonwealth, Pennsylvania is poised to play a
central role in putting the party back in power, but
the question remains whether Democrats will block
many of the new policies benefiting manufacturers
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh and in between.

Omar Nashashibi is a founding partner at The
Franklin Partnership, LLP, a bi-partisan government
relations firm retained by the National Tooling and
Machining Association in Washington, D.C.

YOU are reading
PRECISION PITTSBURGH
Who else is?
More than 600 decision makers in
the precision manufacturing
industry in southwestern PA could
be learning about YOUR company,
RIGHT HERE.
Advertising in this publication is sold on
an annual basis. Now is the time to secure
your place in PRECISION PITTSBURGH.

For more information, contact
Molly West at:
mollywest@PGHNTMA.org
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Join us in welcoming the newest members of the
Pittsburgh Chapter NTMA!

Painter Tool, Inc.

PTI does contract machining as a prime contractor for the US Navy, the gas and oil drilling industry,
commercial power, etc.
We have both multi-axis turning and machining capabilities. We do some light fabrication, welding,
cladding, and hardfacing. We are always looking for new opportunities and new vendors and suppliers.

Leese & Co.

Leese & Co. Inc. offers a complete array of manufacturing options including precision machining services
for prototype or production quantities, custom heat sinks and chill blocks, and customer specific manufacturing solutions.
CAPABILITIES INCLUDE:

•
•
•
•
•
•

CNC Lathes and Mills
Welding
Deep Hole Drilling
EDM
CMM Inspection Services
Custom Manufacturing Solutions

We’re glad to count you among our members!
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107 Freedom Court
Moon Township, PA 15108
Phone: (724) 601-6008
e-mail: office@pghntma.org

Mark your Calendar…
The NTMA Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 12
P i t t sb u r g h F i e l d Cl u b

ALL MEMBERS ARE
WELCOME!

For more information, please visit:

www.PGHNTMA.ORG

