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REPORT OF THE STATE DEPUTY 

Worthy State Chaplain, Fr. Wayne Morris; my Fellow State Officers; Past State Deputies; 
District Deputies; Grand Knights; delegates and guests listening in on this FIRST virtual 
convention for the 121st time in the great jurisdiction of Ohio; my warmest fraternal 
greetings to all of you. 

It is a pleasure to report to you on my first year as your State Deputy. The past year has 
been a most interesting time as a Knight of Columbus; however, it has been a pleasure 
and a privilege to serve as your State Deputy. I have always been amazed even before 
becoming a state officer of the amount of work we do for charity.  However, after my ten 
years in office and with my team during this past year, I have been inspired beyond 
comparison to what we do for our Church and our Community. 
. 
I want to thank all of my fellow State Officers, Directors and Diocesan personnel.  I was 
incredibly pleased with the energies put forth by our “We Are Many; We Are One” 
team members.  Your assistance has been greatly appreciated by me and by each of the 
diocesan state officers in Ohio.  Thank you! 

Within the Order, with new knights and new councils, we will surpass our current number 
of 56,041 (as of May 7, 2020) Brother Knights in Ohio.  So let us pledge our efforts to 
increase our membership, expand our charitable works, and thus fulfill the dream of our 
founder, Fr. Michael J. McGivney, ensuring that every Catholic man will become a Knight 
and a K of C council will be developed in every parish.  Vivat Jesus! 

By the conclusion of this 121st virtual state convention, my brother knights will hear a 
condensed report of the outstanding deeds that the “We Are Many; We Are One” program 
and membership team have accomplished this past fraternal year. 

“We Are Many; We Are One” State General Program 
State General Program Director Mike Nau 

The “We Are Many; We Are One” general program was designed to provide an 
inspiration and incentive to local councils, their officers, directors and chairmen. The 
basic concept was to coordinate a state general program with the “Faith in Action” 
program developed and promoted by Supreme Council.  Our state general program 
director incredibly and successfully accomplished this assignment.  As a result, various 
parishes, councils and communities have chosen activities that appeal to their interests 
and specialties.  The state general program provided an opportunity for councils to report 
how their community and parish activities that showed Faith in Action.   

There was a tremendous amount of activity generated by the state program with over 235 
councils participating, a result of the amount of effort put forth by all the State General 
Program Directors.  However, given the current situation we know that the brother 
knights of Ohio are not done yet; that is, by extending the general program submission of 
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activities to May 31 (2020), we expect to read even more wonderful fraternal activities 
that have taken place across the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.  For all that 
has happened during this interesting time, we salute, congratulate, and thank these state 
general program directors: 

    State Faith Director Brett Gissel 
    State Life Director Tom Buehner 
    State Community Director Tim Mangan 
    State Family Director Mike Jordon 
     
State General Program Director Mike Nau had quite a challenge ahead of him this past 
year.  Along with the alignment of the “We Are Many; We Are One” state general 
program with the “Faith in Action” Supreme Council program, a brand new look on the 
Ohio State Council website was developed with a NEWLY developed user-friendly 
council reporting system.  Both have been well received and have received very positive 
reviews from the “reporting” brother knights across this jurisdiction.  Thank you to Mike 
Nau, Tom Buehner, and ALL who helped work on the development of this state general 
program.  Thank you all for a job well done! 

“We Are Many; We Are One” State Membership Program 
State Membership Director Stewart Vetter 

It has been my belief that a council that has a steady increase in membership is a council 
that also has strong programs and activities.  As any State Deputy of any jurisdiction, he 
must focus and strongly promote membership and promote new council development to 
strengthen the Ohio State Council as well as the growth of our Order.   

Stewart Vetter, the State Membership Director, has worked extremely hard in trying to 
accomplish our membership goal.  Similar to the office of State Deputy, one does not 
really know how difficult the challenge is until one assumes this position.  While we have 
a great deal of work ahead of us in convincing more councils to be an active partner in 
membership recruitment – I want to thank Stew (also known as Better with Vetter) for his 
commitment, dedication and devotion to the “We Are Many; We Are One” membership 
program during the 2019-2020 fraternal year. 

Helping Stew were the following Diocesan Membership Directors who helped promote 
an increase in membership in their respective dioceses: 

   Tom Wuebker  Cincinnati Archdiocese North 
   Michael Thomas  Cincinnati Archdiocese Central 
   Dan Warnock  Cincinnati Archdiocese South 
   George Metz  Cleveland Diocese 
   Chris Sarka  Columbus Diocese 
   Tony Offenberger Steubenville Diocese 
   Matt Smith  Toledo Diocese 
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  Phil Salasek    Youngstown Diocese 
  Michael Freil & John Brown State Retention Directors 
  Nick Gresko    State Online Membership Director 

 Michael Freil and John Brown, our State Retention Directors, have also done an amazing 
job with membership retention.  Sometimes withdrawals and suspensions are necessary; 
but we do ask our local council leaders to follow the retention process.  Thank you, both, 
for the commitment and hours spent on retentions and withdrawals.  Another special 
thank you to Brother Nick Gresko who organized the online membership program and 
increased the follow up for all who joined the Knights of Columbus online.  Thanks goes 
to Nick for his great efforts to increase membership in the Ohio State Council.    

District Deputies 
State District Deputy Director Tom Offenberger 

This report would not be complete without an expression of my recognition and 
appreciation for those 84 distinguished Knights who serve as District Deputies.  The job 
of District Deputy is truly one of the toughest jobs in the Order.  All are proven leaders 
shown by their guidance and leadership. 

To assist our 84 District Deputies, we assigned a Diocesan District Deputy Director for 
each diocese and encouraged them to work closely with their District Deputies to ensure 
that their reports, along with those of their councils, were completed in a timely manner 

 Andrew Nuckols  Cincinnati Archdiocese  
   Mike Incorvati Cleveland Diocese 
   Dick D’Auteuil Columbus Diocese 
   Jeff Turner  Steubenville Diocese 
   Jim Collins  Toledo Diocese 
   Chris Dodson  Youngstown Diocese 

During the year, two new councils were developed in the Ohio State Council.  Brother 
John Timko, District Deputy #79 in the Youngstown Diocese started Council No. 17398, 
Saint. Sebastian, Martyr.  District Deputy # 46 Chris Sarka from the Columbus Diocese, 
with assistance from Field Agent Robert Hernandez, developed Council No. 17425, St. 
James the Less.  Congratulations to all for a job well done! 

Tom Offenberger, the State District Deputy Director, oversaw the gentlemen mentioned 
above and did a wonderful job supervising and monitoring their Supreme Council 
requirements.  Tom, like many others that have assumed the State District Deputy 
Director position, quickly became one of my main go-to guys during this fraternal year.  I 
am very thankful and appreciative not only for his friendship, but his perseverance with 
working alongside me. Thank you, Tom, for the great support and friendship.  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Fiscal Responsibility 
At this convention, delegates assigned to the Audit Committee review in detail the report 
of our auditors, Blue & Co., LLC., of Cincinnati. The committee members are reviewing 
the books and records, the checks and balances currently in place, and will closely review 
the just completed audit report in detail. As one would expect, the audit by our CPA team 
at Blue & Co. is very thorough. 

The Ohio State Council continues to use the following four accounts: 

General - This is funded primarily by per capita payments and serves as the primary 
checking account used for the daily operations of the Ohio State Council.   

Fundraising – This account is used for the deposits and expenditures of the Football 
FundCrazr program. 

Baird Investment - This account holds funds for future and unanticipated expenses. 

Measure Up – This account is funded by the 20 percent state portion of the Measure Up 
collections.  This account provides the dollars used to pay the program’s expenses and 
provides additional donations related to the Measure Up campaign. 

All of these accounts are in good financial standing with no outstanding debt.  We 
continue to use the QuickBooks Pro online version.  This software enables the fiscal 
officers to edit and view the real time status of our finances. 

Overall as indicated, the Ohio State Council remains in good financial condition.  In 
many areas the state officers continue to observe, maintain, and even limit any rising 
costs and expenses.  The state officers continue to practice good fiscal judgment and 
responsibility. 

State Fundraising Programs 
Of course, charity is our first principle and Ohio Knights are extremely generous.  For 
example, look at our five major state-wide programs: 

Matching Funds for Religious Education – Chaired by State Advocate Mike Felerski, 
the 2019 contributions from local councils exceeded $42,202.50. With the $25,000 grant 
from our Ohio Charity Foundation, the total provided to our six diocesan Religious 
Education departments and the Eparchy of Parma was more than $67,202.50. Thanks go 
to Mike and to all the councils that took part in this wonderful fundraising activity.  

Measure Up for the Citizens with Developmental Disabilities – Chaired by State 
Warden Jim Maslach, the 2020 Measure Up campaign has been delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The weekend dates for this collection are now scheduled for July 
23 – 25 and July 30 through August 1, 2020.  The final report for this program will be 
published on the state council website when completed.  We certainly want to commend 
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Jim for his dedication and leadership AND perseverance on behalf of our friends with 
developmental disabilities.  

Support Our Seminarians Program – I want to thank IPSD Kevin Miller for chairing 
this fundraiser this year.  This program provides financial support for our seminarians and 
for vocation awareness in our six dioceses. As of this writing, we have raised over 
$61,332.00 Again, due to the pandemic, the final turn-in for this program is now 
rescheduled for May 31, 2020.  Please check the state website again for the final amounts 
presented to each diocese for this program.  Thanks goes to Kevin and to all the councils 
that took part in this wonderful fundraising activity for our future priests.  

Super Cash Bonanza – I would like to thank our State Treasurer Jeff Killany for 
chairing the 2020 Super Cash Bonanza Campaign to date.  Jeff reports that 303 councils  
turned in over 109,862 tickets   for the 1st Phase “Turn-In.”  Again due to the pandemic, 
Jeff has had to change the Turn-in dates.  The final Turn-in is now scheduled for June 16, 
2020 with the drawing taking place at the District Deputies’ meeting on June 27, 2020. I 
cannot say GREAT JOB enough to Jeff for overcoming the obstacles that were thrown in 
front of him due to the pandemic.  Thanks go to Jeff for his PERSEVERANCE during 
this time and we wish him the best as the 2020 Super Cash Bonanza comes to a close in 
June.  Thanks also goes out to all council leaders who chaired and council members who 
participated in this fundraising program for charity.   

Football FundCrazr Sweepstakes – I want to thank PSD Gary Eckstein, the Football 
FundCrazr Sweepstakes chair, for another great campaign that help our council’s general 
fund and per capita tax rebates.  Gary reported that 19,833+ tickets were sold and over 
$146,025 was returned to the local councils in their share of rebates and per capita credit. 
Thanks to all the councils for their participation and to Gary for a great fundraising effort.  
In a very limited short-term fundraising activity, Gary reported that 2,689 tickets were 
sold in February with the Basketball FundCrazr Sweepstakes.     

Fourth Degree & Ceremonials 
The Fourth Degree, the patriotic degree, continues to make positive strides in bringing in 
new members and assemblies.  It is common knowledge that when a Knight becomes a 
Fourth Degree member, that brother knight is a member for life.  I would like to thank the 
following Masters of the Fourth Degree for the excellent job during this fraternal year. 

Sir Knight William Howe ~ Master of Ohio District No. One 
Sir Knight Edward Ponder ~ Master of Ohio District No. Two 
Sir Knight Duane Lord ~ Master of Ohio District No. Three 

State Ceremonial Director Ray Darr 
Over this past year, the Order’s Ceremonials evolved to an Exemplification that 
combined the former “three degrees” to one ceremonial that now provides lessons on 
charity, unity, and fraternity: the three principles of our Order.  With this change, a 
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brother knight advances to becoming a third-degree knight in less than an hour.  First of 
all, I would like to thank Ray Darr for stepping up and being the State Ceremonial 
Director for this year.  As the State Warden, Jim Maslach has also stepped up by initiating 
and hosting Zoom Meetings across the Ohio State Council in partnership with three 
statewide teams who perform a virtual exemplification twice a week since the end of 
March.  These three teams are comprised of brother knights from the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, and the Dioceses of Cleveland and Steubenville.  Due to the necessity of 
providing a Zoom Exemplification during the pandemic, brothers have joined or 
advanced in the Order.  A special shout out to Jim Maslach and to the members of the 
three virtual exemplification teams who have provided this opportunity to the Order 
during this difficult time for all.   Thank you for a job well done! 

General Agents – Insurance 
It is also good to note that we have a full compliment of general Insurance Agents in 
Ohio:   David Carey, Ross Conklin, John Spencer, Jason Staas. and James Valent.  
I also want to thank State Insurance Liaison General Agent James Valent and John 
Spencer for their enthusiasm and energy in promoting our insurance program. 

Other Notable Activities 
Finally, in addition to a number of service programs that were part of our state and 
charity programs, we had a few other activities that were part of our program year.  These 
include the following: 

The Buckeye Blitz – State Warden James Maslach issued an electronic newsletter 
keeping the councils and members across Ohio informed on what is going on and all the 
changes.  We know that things have been changing extremely fast the past three or four 
months.  This electronic newsletter has been an excellent method of getting the latest 
news and updates out to all our councils in a timely manner.   Thanks, Jim, for this 
informative and timely communication for the Ohio State Council.   

The Ohio State Council Website – The current website has evolved after a total 
makeover during the summer.   We wanted a use-friendly communication and reporting 
tool—an electronic connection between local council members and leaders to the state 
council officers and program chairs.   A special thank you to Joe Meyer of Meyer Media 
who was assisted by State Warden Jim Maslach, State Advocate Mike Felerski, and State 
Life Director Tom Buehner.  Thanks to these brother knights for developing this user-
friendly website and reporting procedures.  Please see for yourself by visiting the website 
at www.kofcohio.org.   

In Conclusion 
I would like to end by thanking my fellow state officers:  IPSD Kevin Miller, State 
Secretary Mark Siracusa, State Treasurer Jeff Kiliany, State Advocate Mike Felerski, and 
State Warden Jim Maslach.  I might add that their wives:  Tish, Beth, Judy, Heather and 
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Kathy (respectively) added an amazing amount of help and support as well as wonderful 
friendship and good times throughout the year.  Thanks, my brothers and their ladies.   

PSD Ken Girt served as the State Special Reports Director this year.  Brother Ken 
compiled all the information needed to show local councils what is/was still needed to 
attain Star Council status.  Thanks, Ken.  

David Schramm, James Colegrove, Terry Fitzpatrick, Joe Mackos and Bryan Hayes 
served as my state staff members who all did much more than I asked.  Tom Dyar and 
Karen served as my Special Wardens.  Thanks so much for their special brand of 
Churchtown hospitality that we enjoyed through their efforts.  Thanks to all of you. 

PSD Gary Eckstein and PSD Larry Moegling, two very successful Circle of Honor state 
deputies from the past, provided mentoring, counseling, and support in MY role as a state 
deputy.  I recognize and appreciate all your help.  Thanks, Gary and Larry. 

And finally, to my beautiful wife Peggy, thank you for your patience and support.  I love 
you. 

Please pray for an end to the coronavirus pandemic and stay healthy! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Byers 
State Deputy. 
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REPORT OF THE STATE CHAPLAIN 

Supreme Offices and Representatives, State Officers, Worthy Knights and Distinguished Guest, 

My brothers, one can never knows the future, but one must always have trust in God and his 
Holy Spirit to be at work within our world. As we began the current administration in 2019, no 
one could have anticipated the COVID-19 pandemic here in 2020. It is a testament to the 
Knights of Columbus, our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, and that of our State Deputy, Bob 
Byers’ leadership that the Knight of Columbus have been a strong example of safety and support 
in this time of need. We have not let social distancing stop our work. Council after council have 
picked up online meeting, and even charitable work within our communities; all while being 
safe. To this end, I want to congratulate all Knights, especially here in the State of Ohio. 
  
One outreach that has developed over this past years has been the Leave No Neighbor Behind. Fr 
Michael J. McGivney founded the Knight because of the downtrodden: the widows and orphans. 
Today, our Knights have keep alive this same reality by not forgetting “who is my 
neighbor?” (Lk 10:29). Jesus answered with The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37), 
we can not forget what Jesus’ last words of this parable said, go and do likewise (Lk: 10:37). 
This is exactly what the Knights have done. Through many and varied ways, Knights all over 
this state have stepped up and reached out with not only their wallet, but also their time and 
talent to make sure that no neighbor is left behind. I pray that Christ will abundantly bless all 
who live out Christ commandment of love.  

Finally, I would like to look at the vision of our State Deputy, Bob Byers, which is: We are 
Many; We are One. He did not know what would be coming for our State, let alone our world, 
and yet; his vision is one of hope for all. We are many, many diverse peoples, cultures, with 
many visions and dreams. We are one, in Christ, in our goal for Heaven, in this State, and with 
one vision to grow the Knights of Columbus. I encourage all Knights to reach out and help 
spread the vision that We are Many; We are One. The easiest way to do this is to safely talk to 
your neighbors, encourage them to join the Knights. Membership may have slowed during this 
pandemic, but that does not mean that it has died.  

May God ever bless the Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus. 

Vivat Jesus  

Respectfully submitted, 
Fr Wayne Morris 
State Chaplain  
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REPORT OF THE STATE SECRETARY 

I bid you fraternal greetings to all in attendance at the 121st annual convention of the Ohio State 
Council Knights of Columbus. 

As my first year as State Secretary comes to a close, I want to take a moment here to thank all of 
you Brother Knights throughout Ohio for allowing me to serve as a State Officer. It has been an 
extremely gratifying experience and many more times over a most humbling experience. I know 
it will continue to be a tremendous challenge for me in the days ahead. Any success will be only 
made possible by the efforts of many and grace of our Blessed Mother and Lord Jesus Christ. 

The office of Secretary has been a tremendous learning experience. As State Secretary you are 
responsible for the record keeping of the day to day financial workings of the Ohio State 
Council. It continues to be a constant process in growth as an officer, always preparing oneself 
for the next level of involvement. I am most fortunate to have the opportunity to work with such 
a talented group of dedicated men. They have gone the extra mile to ensure that I am comfortable 
in my position and with all my duties as the State Secretary. I respectfully thank them for their 
co-operation. 

As the State Secretary, I have maintained the three State Council accounts. This includes issuing 
and writing checks as directed by the State Deputy and the reconciliation of each of these 
accounts every month. There were over 2000 checks written against those accounts for State 
Convention Mileage and Per Deim, Measure Up Grants, Super Cash Bonanza Rebates, Football 
Frenzy Prizes and Rebates and general operating expenses of the Ohio State Council. At the end 
of the State Council fiscal year a record of all deposits, checks, and reconciliations are submitted 
to the accounting firm of Fleming, Brockschmidt, and Durkin for audit, verification and 
agreement with the other state council financial records. These records and audit will be made 
available to the Convention Audit Committee before Friday afternoon for their inquiry and 
review. 

As State Secretary, I am the chairman of the Audit and Credentials Committees. The Audit 
Committee members are given the opportunity to review the state council’s financial records 
audit. The Credential Committee will ensure that the convention is correctly represented with an 
accurate count of delegates and hierarchy within the state council. 

At home in my diocese I believe “Team Toledo” is still with me 100%. They continue to rise to 
the occasion and have made this year another year to remember. The councils have taken to the 
task and are working on getting their membership and programming levels back to where they 
should be. Needless to say, I am proud to represent them as a State Officer. 

The General Insurance Agent with the addition of several new Field Agents continues to respond 
to the insurance needs of our members and their families, to provide a great product of insurance 
benefits and to assist in the exploration of potential new growth within our diocese.  
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Throughout this past fraternal year my wife Beth and I were invited to many Council and 
Assembly social functions. The hospitality and friendship extended us was overwhelming and 
very much appreciated. 

In closing, it has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Robert Byers and the team of Brother 
Knight of the “We Are Many; We Are One” State Program. I thank you fellow officers for the 
continued direction, fraternity, and patience during this year as State Secretary. I must continue to 
thank those who put up with me most, my closest associates and their wives, Brothers Stewart 
Vetter, Raymond Darr, Jim Collins and Matthew Smith. I must also thank my loving wife Beth 
for without her approval, support, and understanding none of this would have been possible. I 
thank God each and every day for the talent and ability he has given me and for the energies 
necessary to complete my tasks and serve our Order in this capacity.  

May God Bless all of you for the work you have done and the work I know you will continue to 
do for our church, our community and our Order in Jesus’ name. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Siracusa 
State Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE STATE TREASURER 

Fraternal greetings to all observers of this very different 121st Annual Convention of the Ohio 
State Council Knights of Columbus. 

As my first year as State Treasurer comes to a close, I want to take a moment here to thank all of 
the Brother Knights throughout Ohio for allowing me to serve as a State Officer.  

As the State Treasurer I am responsible for deposits made to the 3 major State Council accounts, 
General, Fundraising, and Measure Up. There were more than 300 deposits and well over 3500 
checks deposited with the Chase Bank to the State Councils accounts. At the end of the State 
Council fiscal year, the records of all deposits were submitted to the accounting firm of Blue & 
Company for the financial audit, verification, and agreement with other state council financial 
records. These records and audit are made available to the Convention Audit Committee for their 
inquiry and review. 

The State Treasurer is a member of the Ohio Charity Foundation. The Treasurer is required to 
attend the Foundation’s Semi-annual meetings and serve on the Foundation’s Scholarship 
Committee. The Treasurer is also a member of the Foundation’s Budget and Investment 
Committee. He serves that committee as the Recording Secretary. 

It has been an “unique” experience to chair the 2020 “Shooting for a Million Dollars in Sales” 
Super Cash Bonanza Charity Raffle. All of that planning and well thought out plans came to a  
screeching halt when the Corona Virus pandemic hit and the entire state of Ohio was shut down 
just as council Charity Ticket activity was getting underway.  As a result, “Turn-in dates were 
changed and even the drawing date had to be moved.  The drawing of the winning tickets will be 
conducted this year at the State District Deputy meeting at the Columbus Airport Marriott Hotel 
on June 27, 2020. As I compose this report for the Convention Report Book the final results of 
the Super Cash Bonanza Charity Raffle will not be available until after the drawing in June. The 
first phase results were great, considering all the turmoil that councils went through as a result of 
the quarantines and restrictions due to the Corona Virus.   

Collectively, we sold almost 110,000 tickets and made nearly $550,000.00 available for 
charitable causes alone.  This was all the result of councils being even more creative in their 
ticket sales this year.  Councils have developed ticket programs to increase their councils ticket 
sales in spite of the quarantines and are becoming highly successful.  I would personally like 
thank everyone who pitched in and are still selling charity tickets to help make this year’s 
campaign a success. The rebates you will earn for your efforts will make a difference to the many 
worthy causes throughout the State of Ohio.  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It is indeed and an honor to serve as the State Officer of the Diocese of Youngstown.  I would 
like to thank all of the many who have made Youngstown a great and successful Diocese of the 
Knights of Columbus, in Ohio.  A special thanks to District Deputy Coordinator Chris Dodson 
and all the District Deputies in the Youngstown Diocese. Special congratulations to District 
Deputy John Timko. John started two new Councils in our Diocese the past 2 years. 

Michael Jordan has been handling his duties as State Family Director, helping me with many of 
the leadership functions, and also assisting with our membership activities throughout the 
Youngstown Diocese.  Thank you, Mike, for your time, hard work, and dedication.  Thanks also 
goes out to Phil Salasak, our Diocesan Membership Director for the Youngstown Diocese.  Phil 
has kept us all up to date with our membership numbers and has been instrumental in keeping the 
Youngstown Diocese in the thick of the State recruitment contest all year.  I would also like to 
thank our Diocesan Degree “Specialist”, Paul Crowley.  Prior to the new Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity Degree ceremony, Paul was quite busy assisting many councils around the 
Youngstown as well as Cleveland Diocese with 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Degree Exemplifications.  
Paul had every part of the 3 degree ceremonies memorized and made himself available whenever 
his assistance was needed. 

In closing it has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Bob Byers and the team of Brother 
Knights of the “We are Many, We are One” State Program.  A huge thank you to my fellow 
officers for the continued direction, fraternity, and great teamwork during this year as State 
Treasurer. I want to also thank all those who stepped up to volunteer their services both in my 
diocese and across the state. Lastly, thanks to my wife Judy for her understanding, all her loving 
support, and help behind the scene.  She has so unselfishly shared me with all of you each and 
every day that I have served as a State Officer.  That is just one reason why I love you so much! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeffrey Kiliany 
State Treasurer 
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REPORT OF THE STATE ADVOCATE 

Fraternal greetings to all in attendance during this historic 121st (virtual) State Convention of the 
Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.  I think it is safe to say that no one could have 
anticipated anything like the series of events which led us here during my first year as State 
Advocate. 

First I would like to thank my brother Knights and fellow officers on the State Council.  Without 
their vast experience, guidance, and patience I would not have been as successful in my position 
as State Advocate during this initial “learning” year. 

One of the top responsibilities of the State Advocate in the Jurisdiction of Ohio is as Chairman of 
the Matching Funds Campaign held in the Fall of each fraternal year.  This year I had the 
wonderful opportunity to meet and get to know the Religious Education leaders throughout the 
dioceses in Ohio for whom this campaign supports.  Our theme this year was “Continue to 
Grow” Catholic Education which was the sequel to last year’s “Planting the Seeds for Catholic 
Education.”  Funds were collected from Councils and Assemblies throughout Ohio.  Together we 
raised a total of $42,202.50 which once again proves your commitment to Catholic Education in 
your diocese and throughout the state.  When you include the $25,000 contribution by the Ohio 
Charity Foundation, we reached a grand total of $67,202.50, which was increase over last year’s 
campaign.  Yes brother Knights, because of your diligent efforts to support this campaign in 2019 
we continue to trend upward in our overall donations to this program… 

A total of seven checks were presented to the six diocese and the Eparchy of Parma:  Cincinnati, 
$14,882.00; Cleveland, $11,375.00; Columbus, $13,305.00;  Steubenville, $2,325.00, Toledo, 
$13,404.50; Youngstown, $11,911.00.   A $1,500 donation was made to the Eparchy of Parma. 

Another responsibility a first year Advocate has is completing the Measure Up campaign which 
began in the previous fraternal year.  Just like Matching Funds, the Measure Up campaign also 
beat the previous years collections for a total of $330,219.62 due to your hard work.  Even 
though the last few years for collecting have been challenging, brother Knights you have stepped 
up to the plate to deliver a home run increase of $2,374.71 over the 2018 campaign.  Thank you 
so very much not just for the support of our Premier Charitable Campaign but for your heartfelt 
support of our own special population here in Ohio. 

I offer a sincere thank you to all the councils who invited and welcomed my wife Heather and I 
into your council family and its events.  All of us have a great bond through our Catholic faith 
and our brotherhood in the Order.  But most of all the Knights of Columbus offers friendship.  A 
friendship which is not unlike a true family.  Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank my wife 
Heather for her patience, love, and support of me during this incredible journey going forward as 
a State Officer.  Late nights, long drives, and understanding when I am hunkered down in the 
“Advocate’s Office” on another conference call.  God Bless you brothers and keep fighting the 
good fight. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael J. Felerski 
State Advocate  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REPORT OF THE STATE WARDEN 
Delegates, Brother Knights, Ladies and Guests of the 121st Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus 
Convention; I would like to welcome you to this unique and incredibly special convention.  It has 
been and will continue to be an honor to serve you as your State Warden.  My mission to work with, 
inspire, assist and support you so that you, your councils, and our members can become the best that 
we can, grow in our faith and put our faith into action continues now and into the future. 

This past year has been one of adjustment, education and opportunity.  As a District Deputy and 
Diocesan Membership Director, there are a lot of responsibilities that include managing councils 
making sure they are on the path and well informed of the Supreme and State activities, new 
councils, roundtables and membership drives.  As a state officer you are involved in all of that and 
then some.  Primarily you are developing a team and vision for your diocese that will help in 
preparing yourself to be state deputy.  Learning to adjust schedules so that I am available to go to 
council meetings, town halls, online meetings, conference calls and so on is like a giant puzzle.  
Putting it together, one piece at a time, but with the end in mind. 

What an education you receive when you become a state officer.  It starts right away as you are 
indoctrinated into your office by becoming the recording secretary for both the State Officer’s and 
Ohio Charity Foundation Meetings.  It provides time for you to understand the who, what, where, 
when and how these groups function.  It is truly an enlightening experience. 

The opportunities that we are afforded through the Knights of Columbus to grow spiritually and 
personally are boundless.  Attending Mass, participating in a Rosary or a retreat with my Brother 
Knights and their families brings happiness and joy to my heart.  Seeing what our councils do to 
promote our faith is one of the best parts of this position.  From the State side, being involved in 
Measure Up, to reshape the state website, and to help lead the State Council into the 21st century 
with online meetings, YouTube videos, live streaming and more is challenging but fun at the same 
time.  Working to help our councils and inspiring them to reach a little further.  These opportunities 
help me to focus on what we truly need to work on – continuing the mission of Jesus Christ through 
Father McGivney’s vision. 

I would like to thank all my fellow state officers, especially State Advocate Mike Felerski for his 
guidance and valuable input on the Measure Up Program as he pointed me in the right direction and 
for all the state officers who were always ready and willing to share their experiences and 
suggestions. 

It has been an honor to serve State Deputy Robert Byers during his first year of his state general 
program, “We Are Many;  We Are One.”  Robert has been there for me whenever I needed it.  His 
kind and encouraging words are just what a new junior officer needs during his first year. 

I want to thank all councils who invited my wife Kathy and I to their council events this year.  This 
was one of the most enjoyable duties.  We were able to do those events together.  I want to also thank 
all those who stepped up to volunteer their services both in my diocese and across the state.  A 
special thank you to all of the state officer wives for welcoming my wife, Kathy, into the fold.  
Finally, a big thank you to my wife, Kathy, for all her loving support and help behind the scene.  It is 
because of her that I can be the man God wants me to be. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
James K. Maslach 
State Warden 
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REPORT OF THE IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY 

Delegates, attendees and guests of the 121th Ohio State Convention, 

As Immediate Past State Deputy, I want to extend my thanks to everyone in the great jurisdiction 
of Ohio for their support during my time as a state officer. As I always like to say Knights of 
Columbus and their families are the greatest people in the world. Again, Tish and I thank you for 
your kindness towards us. 

In addition to representing Ohio as a delegate to the Supreme Convention in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, I have served in an advisory capacity to our State Deputy Robert Byers and the State 
Officer team. It has been an honor to serve with this great team of officers. Congratulations to 
Robert, his membership and program team, and the State Officers for a successful 2019-2020 
fraternal year.  

My prime responsibility this fraternal year has been guiding the annual Support Our Seminarians 
(SOS) campaign. Due to the pandemic my report is not ready at this time and will be 
forthcoming. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kevin Miller 
Immediate Past State Deputy 
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REPORT OF THE STATE GENERAL PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy State Directors, 
Worthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights and Guests of the 
121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus. 

This fraternal year has seen many new ideas and many new ways for doing business. Not to 
mention how we are conducting the State Convention. I want to say THANKS to all you Brother 
Knights for continuing the great works that have been done in the “We Are Many; We are One” 
General Program. I hope that Councils like the new reporting website. I want to thanks Tom 
Buehner for developing the new system and all the others that worked on getting the new system 
up and running. 

The “We Are Many; We Are One” State general Program is intended to help the leaders of our 
councils to not only develop an exciting environment that members can be proud to be a part of, 
but to also aid our councils in their quest to achieve Supreme “Star Council”. This year the 
program is based on the Supremes’ “Faith in Action Guidebook’.  If the Councils just do what is 
required on the State level, they will meet the requirements for Star Council. I hope that the 
councils have found ways to include the old activities they have done for years. To fit into the 
new “Faith in Action”. Going forward, I hoped that new administrations do the same. It will 
make meeting Supremes Star Council Award easier. 

During this COVID-19 period, many councils have continued to do great work. When it would 
have been easy to stop. Many Councils found new ways to meet and conduct business. It was 
inspiring to read the reports of many councils doing the time. While still helping others in need 
and doing activities. Many thanks to all. 

There are at least 171 Councils submitted at least one activity in one of the 5 program areas. A 
total of 10 councils have earned 500 points, and MAXED the program. Many more councils are 
very close and will have the 500 points needed to max the program by the end of the reporting 
period that has be changed to May 31, 2020. Please remember that the deadline for Honorees of 
the Year must be submitted to the Director by May 31, 2020. Awards will be passed out during 
the Tour weekends in July. 

It has been a great experience working with the five program directors. Tim Mangan, State 
Community Director; Brett Gissel, State Faith Director; Mike Jordan, State Family Director; 
Tom Buehner, State Life Director and Stewart Vetter, State Membership Director. Their 
dedication and professional in their respective state assignments has been a great experience. 

I would like to thank my wife Yvette for all the support giving me this past year. Thanks to 
Worthy State Deputy, Robert Byers, for giving me the great opportunity to be the State General 
Program Director. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Nau 
General Program Director  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REPORT OF THE STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

It has truly been an honor to serve as State Membership Director during the We Are Many, We 
Are One program this fraternal year. It’s been a year of changes and challenges. The introduction 
of the new Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity was an exciting development. The 
increasing popularity of Online membership has been exciting. The development of online 
ceremonials and meetings to meet our needs has been a developing interest. 

 We kicked off the year with a Supreme goal of 1,924 new members. As of May 1, we had 
brought in 1,334 new members, achieved 69.33% of our Supreme quota, and were ranked 22nd 
order wide and 4th among the division one jurisdictions. Just over 65% of councils have 
recruited at least 1 new member as of May 1. Based on the original Supreme quotas, 100 
councils had achieved at least 100% of their quota as of May 1. Based on the new 60% quota, 
159 councils have reached their Supreme quota as of May 1 with 43 more within 1 member of 
achieving that goal. These new members didn’t just happen. They were the result of Brother 
Knights reaching out to Catholic men and sharing our mission. We added 2 new councils: 17398 
St. Sebastian Martyr in Warren and 17425 San Santiago el Menor in Columbus. Thank you to 
everyone that helped get these two councils started and to everyone that is helping them establish 
and build for future success. 

We had some very successful incentives this year giving away almost $6,500 in cash and prizes. 
In the midst of our biggest, and what was looking to be our most successful incentive, in March, 
the pandemic hit. Without Mass, social contact, and traditional membership drives, recruitment 
ground to a near halt. I was astonished at the creativity of the Knights of Columbus councils 
across the state. You developed new methods of recruiting and were utilizing online membership 
to make those men Knights. Then, you needed some help to bring them into the councils. The 
Ohio Online Degree was developed to initiate those online members and candidates into your 
councils during social distancing. The Ohio Online Degree was developed from the innovation, 
creativity, and technical knowledge of State Warden Jim Maslach. Ohio’s online degree was so 
successful other states modeled their programs around it. Great job Jim. 

We don’t do these things alone because fraternity is our strength. I have a great team that deserve 
a pat on the back for their hard work this fraternal year. Diocesan Membership Directors: Tony 
Offenberger, Steubenville; Phil Salasek, Youngstown; George Metz, Cleveland; Chris Sarka, 
Columbus; Matt Smith, Toledo; Tom Wuebker, Cincinnati – north; Mike Thomas, Cincinnati – 
central; Dan Warnock, Cincinnati – south. Ray Darr Ceremonials director. Growth and retention 
coordinators: John Brown and Michael Freil. Online Membership Coordinator Nick Gresko. 

I owe my endless appreciation and love to my wife, Melissa, and my boys, Zachary and Evan, 
for their patience and cooperation in being involved with the State Council. Their support makes 
this possible. I would like to thank Matt “Smitty” Smith for being my sounding board and 
partner in crime. Finally, I have to thank State Deputy Bob Byers for inviting me on this 
adventure and giving me this opportunity.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
M. Stewart Vetter 
State Membership Director   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REPORT OF THE STATE DISTRICT DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy Grand Knights, and 
Delegates to the 120th annual Ohio State Council Convention. Vivat Jesus! It is with great 
pleasure that I present to you the report of the District Deputies for the fraternal year 2019-2020, 
for We Are Many; We Are One. 

There are 84 district deputies within the Ohio State Council and six diocesan coordinators. These 
brother knights have gone beyond, working not only within their district, but working within 
their diocese while a few also hold state positions. In the Arch Diocese of Cincinnati there are 
18 DD’s, in the Cleveland Diocese there are 16 DD’s, in the Columbus Diocese 14 DD’s, in 
the Steubenville Diocese 6 DD’s, in the Toledo Diocese 17 DD’s, and in the Youngstown 
Diocese 13 DD’s. Thank you brothers for doing an outstanding job, keeping your council 
involved and working together with them to make the Ohio State Council stand out. 

The six Diocesan Coordinators are Andrew Nuckols, Mike Incorvati, Jeff Turner, Jim 
Collins, Dick D’Auteuil, and Chris Dodson. These brothers have been my right hand within 
their diocese. Thank you for getting involved. You have done an outstanding job this fraternal 
year.  

Many of the district deputies are doing more than DD work as many are holding other positions 
within the state council. These brothers are fully committed and dedicated to the Knights of 
Columbus and Ohio State Council: 

DD #18 Tim Mangen, State Community Director 
DD #28 Mike Incorvati, DD Coordinator Cleveland Diocese 
DD #33 George Metz, Membership Director Cleveland Diocese 
DD #37 Richard D’Auteuil, DD Coordinator Columbus Diocese 
DD #46 Christopher Sarka, Membership Director Columbus Diocese 
DD #51 Jeffrey Turner, DD Coordinator Steubenville Diocese 
DD #53 Anthony Offenberger, Membership Director Steubenville Diocese 
DD #71 James Collins, DD Coordinator Toledo Diocese 
DD #84 Chris Dodson, DD Coordinator Youngstown Diocese 

What can I say but thank you for your total dedication and involvement in the Ohio State 
Knights of Columbus.  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I have enjoyed my first year as your district deputy director, from the first time when our Worthy 
State Deputy asked me to serve, and still today. I enjoyed putting together the manual to help the 
DD’s understand what they needed to do. The first District Deputy’s meeting in June was a 
completely new experience but I would never change what has been done. I have enjoyed 
creating and awarding incentives for reaching DD milestones, such as the Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold Wing Awards. I have also enjoyed reading the monthly visit reports from the DD’s, 
outlining the problems and accomplishments of their respective councils. I have gotten to know 
84 DD’s over the year that are willing to get involved. Their dedication and commitment to the 
Knights of Columbus shows in the emails I receive from them. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our State Deputy Robert Byers for having the faith in me to 
serve the Ohio State Council as your District Deputy Director. Thank you, Bob. 

A special thank you goes out to the former district deputy director Tom Mathes for all the help he 
gave me while I was putting the program together. Tom always answered my calls and was very 
instrumental in getting me started in the right direction. Thank you, Tom. 

Finally, and most of all, I want to thank my wife Anita for all her support and understanding. If 
not for her, I would not have been able to accomplish what I have done over the year.  

Respectfully submitted, 
H. Thomas Offenberger 
State District Deputy Director 
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REPORT OF THE STATE FAITH DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy District Deputies, 
Worthy State Directors, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights, and guests of the 
121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council of the Knights of Columbus. 

The Faith activities are those that involve strengthening men and their families in their catholic 
faith.  This recognizes that there are many ways we can work arm ourselves for the spiritual 
battle that our men and families face daily.  During this past year 482 Faith activities were 
reported through the state council website by 146 councils and 24 of these 146 councils 
completed the Faith program.  There are many ways that members and councils grew through 
Faith activities.  These include praying the rosary, Spiritual Reflection, participating in the State 
Council’s Chaplain and Religious Of The Year award, participating in Supreme’s Refund Support 
Vocations Program (RSVP), Building The Domestic Church Kiosk, State Council’s Support Our 
Seminarians collection, Adoration, Holy Hours, and Into The Breach. 

When reviewing activity reports, I am humbled by the work and dedication to growing in our 
faith of Brother Knights throughout Ohio.  To give you an idea of what our councils do in Faith 
programming, below is a sample of what was reported: 

• 79 reports praying the rosary together. 
• 58 reports for participating in a Spiritual Reflection. 
• 43 reports for participation in the State Council’s Chaplain and Religious Of The Year 

award. 
• 35 reports for donations through Supreme’s Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) 

with $36,050 reported in donations. 
• 22 reports for the Building The Domestic Church Kiosk. 
• 17 reports for collecting money for the State Council’s Support Our Seminarians 

program. 
• 11 reports for adoration. 
• 9 reports for Holy Hour. 
• 5 reports for Into The Breach. 
• And many others for different devotions practiced together and service at the church. 

Thank you to all our members and councils dedicated to growing in our faith.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with our councils to improve upon our Faith programming throughout the 
state and share our faith with more men and their families. 

Thank you also to State Deputy Bob Byers for having confidence in me to serve the Ohio State 
Council during his term as State Deputy. 

Vivat Jesu! 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Brett Gissel 
State Faith Director  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REPORT OF THE STATE FAMILY DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy State Directors, 
Worthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights and Guests of the 
121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus. 

As I write this report for the convention it has been an amazing and ever-changing fraternal year. 
We started out the year meeting in our councils, setting up programs, and working hard at them. 
As a group we were making head way on membership and programs.  We took hold of the Faith 
in Action program from Supreme and the State and showed everyone that the Knights were not 
going to sit back but, stand strong in both our Churches and Communities. 

As the year progressed into January it seemed like our world was going to come to a complete 
halt as we hit head on with the Corona Virus, which became known as Covid-19. This pandemic 
stopped council meetings in council chambers and meeting one on one with others. This was a 
game changer and you Brother Knights met the challenge head on making a difference in our 
parishes and communities.  

As your reports started to come in, I saw an increase of Family of the Month and Food for the 
poor and more and more councils reaching out to help in the community. I also started to see an 
increase of councils helping in the Parishes in helping to stream Masses, pass out Palms, and just 
being there to help when and where needed.  

As we experience a new way of communicating with our Councils, whether it be Zoom meeting 
or emails or phone calls, I have noticed that we as an Order have left no one behind and are truly 
reaching out to Our Neighbors. God Bless all for this great endeavor. This is a true meaning of 
Family as our State motto for these Two Fraternal years are “We Are Many; We Are One”. 

Thank You to all the Councils for what you do for Our Order and for The State of Ohio. We have 
had over 200 councils report on Family activities so far this year, please continue to report your 
activities. God Bless all. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Michael Jordon 
State Family Director 
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REPORT OF THE STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy State Directors, 
Worthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights and guests of the 
121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus, 

What an unusual fraternal year this has been! What an unusual state convention this year’s state 
convention will be! Even though we won’t be able to spend the convention weekend together and 
enjoy each other’s company and fellowship in person, we will still forge ahead, conduct our 
business and see each other soon enough.  During these challenging times, it’s good to see the 
brother knights of Ohio step up, meet the challenges head on and still make a difference as only 
the Knights of Columbus can! 

I know this because of the recent activities reported to me. It’s good to see councils all over the 
great state of Ohio are still making a difference in the communities they live. Reaching out to the 
people in your community and fellow Brother Knights to see if everyone is doing ok and if 
anyone needs anything! Some councils instead of cancelling a planned event, they have adapted 
with this coronavirus situation, thought outside the box, and found a way to make that event 
happen and with great success!  

As of May 1st, there were 148 councils that submitted a least one Community Program Activity 
to me. Out of these 148 councils, only 33 maxed out the community program activity. Also, there 
were 709 total activities reported to me. Again, these numbers are as of May 1st. Even though we 
are still accepting activity reports until May 31st, I can tell by these numbers that there are more 
councils participating in this year’s state program than last year. I would like to thank those 148 
councils for reporting to me their activities. Great job! 

 This year, there were 18 councils that submitted to me a Youth of the Year. Once again, these 
numbers are as of May 1st. I am sure I will receive a few more by May 31st! So far, the 
nominations for Youth of the Year have been great! It’s good to see so many young people make 
such a huge difference in the communities they live in! Your nominations have been outstanding! 

Also, I am still accepting the best community activity by a council this fraternal year until May 
31! I have received some great ones so far. When it comes time for me to pick a best community 
activity, first by division, then by state, I will have my work cut out for me. Nevertheless, I look 
forward to it! Like Youth of the Year, your best community activities have been outstanding! 

I would also like to say thank you to our State Deputy Bob Byers. I would like to thank Bob for 
allowing me the honor to serve my brother knights, the State Council and our Order as the State 
Community Director. Bob has done a tremendous serving as our state deputy during this global 
coronavirus pandemic! Way to adapt during these challenging times worthy state deputy! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Tim Mangan 
State Community Director  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REPORT OF THE STATE CULTURE OF LIFE DIRECTOR 

Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy State Directors, 
Worthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights and Guests of the 
121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus. 

As Knights of Columbus, we must, and we do, defend the dignity of each human being at every 
stage of life, in every condition, from conception to natural death. The Ohio Knights have proven 
that we play a crucial role in supporting the dignity of human life. Our councils are very active 
with Life activities ranging from supporting the Christian Refugee Relief Fund, Women's 
Shelters, Pregnancy Centers, Women's Care Centers, and the Special Olympics, to sponsoring 
Rosaries for Life, the March for Life, the 40 Days for Life, and the Ultrasound Initiative, to 
holding Diaper Drives and Baby Bottle Collections. 

This fraternal year, as of May 2, 2020, 130 councils submitted nearly 400 life activities. Of these 
130 councils, 27 have fully maxed out the program category. Unfortunately, that means 296 
councils reported no activities, though we know there are many active councils that support life 
through activities even if they aren’t reporting them to the State.   

I am proud to report that Ohio Knights have placed 5 Ultrasound Machines this fraternal year! 
That means Ohio Knights have placed 57 Ultrasound Machines since 2009! The total value of 
these machines is $2,792,192.19 (this is total value, not total cost), and Ohio is ranked 5th among 
all jurisdictions in the order for the most Ultrasound Machine placements.   

Here are some more numbers, to give you an idea of how our councils are supporting Life: 
• 54 reports for Novena for Life 
• 39 reports for participation in or sponsorship towards the March for Life 
• 21 reports for participation in the 40 Days for Life campaign 
• 18 reports for donating money towards Ultrasound Machines 
• 18 reports for Diaper Drives and Baby Showers 
• 13 reports for Baby Bottle collections 
• 13 reports for participation in or donations toward the Special Olympics 
• 10 reports for Cemetery of Innocents 
• 3 reports for billboards supporting life 

Thank you to all of the councils that submitted reports of their activities! The culture of death is, 
unfortunately, way too prevalent and accepted in our world and in our country today. As Knights 
of Columbus, we play such an integral role in changing this. At the 120th annual convention of 
the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus, Supreme Director Ken Stockwell said, “Our Order 
is the antidote to the times we live in.” I am so proud to be a part of it! 

I would also like to say thank you to our Worthy State Deputy, Robert Byers, for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as the State Life Director and to be part of his team.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Tom Buehner  
State Culture of Life Director  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REPORT OF THE STATE SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTORS 
AND WEBMASTERS 

Greetings Brother Knights, Reverend Father, Supreme representatives, and State Officers.  This 
year we embarked on a mission to bring you the Ohio State Council Website version 3.0, and 
your feedback has been positive and humbling.  This new site had two purposes:  First to provide 
our members with an easy to navigate design to help locate information and documents which 
support our mission as Knights in the Ohio jurisdiction.  The second was to present a site which 
the world could visit and discover what the Knights in Ohio are all about, and encourage good 
Catholic gentlemen to join our Order.  We believe we have accomplished these goals with your 
help. 

First we would like to thank brother Joe Meyer who laid the framework for the website by taking 
an idea and goals and creating a solid foundation.  Secondly we would like to thank brother Tom 
Buehner for the incredible work he put in to make the submission of State Programs easier than 
ever.  And with this new site we are even more mobile friendly, something very much expected 
in this day and age for the younger generation of brothers, and future brother Knights. 

We hope you have enjoyed our posts on social media such as Facebook, Twitter and Instgram.  
These sites can be invaluable tools for spreading the word about our Order and its councils in 
Ohio and fostering growth within. 

Finally, we look forward to KofCOhio.org being your first source for information and tools 
which can help your council be the success it deserves.  As always, we are interested in your 
feedback on how we can make “your” (the brother Knights of Ohio) website even better. 

Respectfully submitted,     Respectfully submitted, 
Michael J. Felerski      James Maslach 
State Advocate and      State Warden and 
State Website & Social Media Admin    State Website & Social Media Admin  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REPORT OF THE STATE SPECIAL REPORTS CHAIRMAN 

I would like to extend my fraternal greetings and best wishes to all the delegates attending the 
“virtual” 121st Annual Ohio State Council Convention being held Saturday, May 16, 2020. 

It has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Robert Byers as Special Reports Chairman, 
continuing several of the special reports that I developed over the years as a state officer. Those 
reports include: 

Monthly Star Council Status Report.    This report is updated and distributed every first of the 
month using several of the Supreme Council reports from their website.  This report is used by 
the state officers and district deputies as a current “snapshot” of their council’s activities, 
submitted reports, membership growth, and state fundraising participation.  I know we have 
many grand knights and councils who are working hard to achieve the Star Council Award 
despite the current health situation in our state, in our country, and around the world.  

Council Master List.    This list of all active and inactive councils is used for various program 
and fundraising activities for establishing quotas.  It is also used as a reference guide for all our 
councils as it lists their Supreme Council official name and location, district number, district 
deputy, diocese location, and membership total as of May 1 of previous fraternal year.  

I assisted our State Secretary in establishing the State Council Per Capita invoices, mileage 
calculations for convention and district deputy meetings, and convention per diem and mileage 
rebate calculations.  

I assisted our State Treasurer in recording the Super Cash Bonanza tickets and payments from 
our councils for this year’s campaign.  I also created a back-up rebate calculation file as a 
verification for the calculations of our primary raffle-ticket recorder.  

I would like to thank our state officers, district deputies, general agents and state directors for 
their support of the Star Council Award.  And thanks to you, the Grand Knights and leaders of 
our councils!  You have been selected to lead your council in its quest for the Star Council 
Award.  Everything expected of a Grand Knight during a fraternal year is included in this one 
award.   
  
In conclusion, let us all continue to grow our councils and to grow the Order here in Ohio.  We 
need to bring in other Catholic men to help us with all our work.  Remember, “we are in this 
together” because We are Many; We are One! 
  
Stay safe! Vivat Jesus! 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Girt, PSD 
Special Reports Chairman 
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	Supreme Offices and Representatives, State Officers, Worthy Knights and Distinguished Guest,
	My brothers, one can never knows the future, but one must always have trust in God and his Holy Spirit to be at work within our world. As we began the current administration in 2019, no one could have anticipated the COVID-19 pandemic here in 2020. It is a testament to the Knights of Columbus, our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, and that of our State Deputy, Bob Byers’ leadership that the Knight of Columbus have been a strong example of safety and support in this time of need. We have not let social distancing stop our work. Council after council have picked up online meeting, and even charitable work within our communities; all while being safe. To this end, I want to congratulate all Knights, especially here in the State of Ohio.
	One outreach that has developed over this past years has been the Leave No Neighbor Behind. Fr Michael J. McGivney founded the Knight because of the downtrodden: the widows and orphans. Today, our Knights have keep alive this same reality by not forgetting “who is my neighbor?” (Lk 10:29). Jesus answered with The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37), we can not forget what Jesus’ last words of this parable said, go and do likewise (Lk: 10:37). This is exactly what the Knights have done. Through many and varied ways, Knights all over this state have stepped up and reached out with not only their wallet, but also their time and talent to make sure that no neighbor is left behind. I pray that Christ will abundantly bless all who live out Christ commandment of love.
	Finally, I would like to look at the vision of our State Deputy, Bob Byers, which is: We are Many; We are One. He did not know what would be coming for our State, let alone our world, and yet; his vision is one of hope for all. We are many, many diverse peoples, cultures, with many visions and dreams. We are one, in Christ, in our goal for Heaven, in this State, and with one vision to grow the Knights of Columbus. I encourage all Knights to reach out and help spread the vision that We are Many; We are One. The easiest way to do this is to safely talk to your neighbors, encourage them to join the Knights. Membership may have slowed during this pandemic, but that does not mean that it has died.
	May God ever bless the Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus.
	Vivat Jesus
	Fr Wayne Morris
	State Chaplain
	I bid you fraternal greetings to all in attendance at the 121st annual convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.
	As my first year as State Secretary comes to a close, I want to take a moment here to thank all of you Brother Knights throughout Ohio for allowing me to serve as a State Officer. It has been an extremely gratifying experience and many more times over a most humbling experience. I know it will continue to be a tremendous challenge for me in the days ahead. Any success will be only made possible by the efforts of many and grace of our Blessed Mother and Lord Jesus Christ.
	The office of Secretary has been a tremendous learning experience. As State Secretary you are responsible for the record keeping of the day to day financial workings of the Ohio State Council. It continues to be a constant process in growth as an officer, always preparing oneself for the next level of involvement. I am most fortunate to have the opportunity to work with such a talented group of dedicated men. They have gone the extra mile to ensure that I am comfortable in my position and with all my duties as the State Secretary. I respectfully thank them for their co-operation.
	As the State Secretary, I have maintained the three State Council accounts. This includes issuing and writing checks as directed by the State Deputy and the reconciliation of each of these accounts every month. There were over 2000 checks written against those accounts for State Convention Mileage and Per Deim, Measure Up Grants, Super Cash Bonanza Rebates, Football Frenzy Prizes and Rebates and general operating expenses of the Ohio State Council. At the end of the State Council fiscal year a record of all deposits, checks, and reconciliations are submitted to the accounting firm of Fleming, Brockschmidt, and Durkin for audit, verification and agreement with the other state council financial records. These records and audit will be made available to the Convention Audit Committee before Friday afternoon for their inquiry and review.
	As State Secretary, I am the chairman of the Audit and Credentials Committees. The Audit Committee members are given the opportunity to review the state council’s financial records audit. The Credential Committee will ensure that the convention is correctly represented with an accurate count of delegates and hierarchy within the state council.
	At home in my diocese I believe “Team Toledo” is still with me 100%. They continue to rise to the occasion and have made this year another year to remember. The councils have taken to the task and are working on getting their membership and programming levels back to where they should be. Needless to say, I am proud to represent them as a State Officer.
	The General Insurance Agent with the addition of several new Field Agents continues to respond to the insurance needs of our members and their families, to provide a great product of insurance benefits and to assist in the exploration of potential new growth within our diocese.
	Throughout this past fraternal year my wife Beth and I were invited to many Council and Assembly social functions. The hospitality and friendship extended us was overwhelming and very much appreciated.
	In closing, it has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Robert Byers and the team of Brother Knight of the “We Are Many; We Are One” State Program. I thank you fellow officers for the continued direction, fraternity, and patience during this year as State Secretary. I must continue to thank those who put up with me most, my closest associates and their wives, Brothers Stewart Vetter, Raymond Darr, Jim Collins and Matthew Smith. I must also thank my loving wife Beth for without her approval, support, and understanding none of this would have been possible. I thank God each and every day for the talent and ability he has given me and for the energies necessary to complete my tasks and serve our Order in this capacity.
	May God Bless all of you for the work you have done and the work I know you will continue to do for our church, our community and our Order in Jesus’ name.
	Respectfully submitted,
	Mark Siracusa
	State Secretary
	Fraternal greetings to all observers of this very different 121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.
	As my first year as State Treasurer comes to a close, I want to take a moment here to thank all of the Brother Knights throughout Ohio for allowing me to serve as a State Officer.
	As the State Treasurer I am responsible for deposits made to the 3 major State Council accounts, General, Fundraising, and Measure Up. There were more than 300 deposits and well over 3500 checks deposited with the Chase Bank to the State Councils accounts. At the end of the State Council fiscal year, the records of all deposits were submitted to the accounting firm of Blue & Company for the financial audit, verification, and agreement with other state council financial records. These records and audit are made available to the Convention Audit Committee for their inquiry and review.
	The State Treasurer is a member of the Ohio Charity Foundation. The Treasurer is required to attend the Foundation’s Semi-annual meetings and serve on the Foundation’s Scholarship Committee. The Treasurer is also a member of the Foundation’s Budget and Investment Committee. He serves that committee as the Recording Secretary.
	It has been an “unique” experience to chair the 2020 “Shooting for a Million Dollars in Sales” Super Cash Bonanza Charity Raffle. All of that planning and well thought out plans came to a
	screeching halt when the Corona Virus pandemic hit and the entire state of Ohio was shut down just as council Charity Ticket activity was getting underway.  As a result, “Turn-in dates were changed and even the drawing date had to be moved.  The drawing of the winning tickets will be conducted this year at the State District Deputy meeting at the Columbus Airport Marriott Hotel on June 27, 2020. As I compose this report for the Convention Report Book the final results of the Super Cash Bonanza Charity Raffle will not be available until after the drawing in June. The first phase results were great, considering all the turmoil that councils went through as a result of the quarantines and restrictions due to the Corona Virus.
	Collectively, we sold almost 110,000 tickets and made nearly $550,000.00 available for charitable causes alone.  This was all the result of councils being even more creative in their ticket sales this year.  Councils have developed ticket programs to increase their councils ticket sales in spite of the quarantines and are becoming highly successful.  I would personally like thank everyone who pitched in and are still selling charity tickets to help make this year’s campaign a success. The rebates you will earn for your efforts will make a difference to the many worthy causes throughout the State of Ohio.
	It is indeed and an honor to serve as the State Officer of the Diocese of Youngstown.  I would like to thank all of the many who have made Youngstown a great and successful Diocese of the Knights of Columbus, in Ohio.  A special thanks to District Deputy Coordinator Chris Dodson and all the District Deputies in the Youngstown Diocese. Special congratulations to District Deputy John Timko. John started two new Councils in our Diocese the past 2 years.
	Michael Jordan has been handling his duties as State Family Director, helping me with many of the leadership functions, and also assisting with our membership activities throughout the Youngstown Diocese.  Thank you, Mike, for your time, hard work, and dedication.  Thanks also goes out to Phil Salasak, our Diocesan Membership Director for the Youngstown Diocese.  Phil has kept us all up to date with our membership numbers and has been instrumental in keeping the Youngstown Diocese in the thick of the State recruitment contest all year.  I would also like to thank our Diocesan Degree “Specialist”, Paul Crowley.  Prior to the new Charity, Unity, and Fraternity Degree ceremony, Paul was quite busy assisting many councils around the Youngstown as well as Cleveland Diocese with 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Degree Exemplifications.  Paul had every part of the 3 degree ceremonies memorized and made himself available whenever his assistance was needed.
	In closing it has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Bob Byers and the team of Brother Knights of the “We are Many, We are One” State Program.  A huge thank you to my fellow officers for the continued direction, fraternity, and great teamwork during this year as State Treasurer. I want to also thank all those who stepped up to volunteer their services both in my diocese and across the state. Lastly, thanks to my wife Judy for her understanding, all her loving support, and help behind the scene.  She has so unselfishly shared me with all of you each and every day that I have served as a State Officer.  That is just one reason why I love you so much!
	Respectfully submitted,
	Jeffrey Kiliany
	State Treasurer
	Fraternal greetings to all in attendance during this historic 121st (virtual) State Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.  I think it is safe to say that no one could have anticipated anything like the series of events which led us here during my first year as State Advocate.
	First I would like to thank my brother Knights and fellow officers on the State Council.  Without their vast experience, guidance, and patience I would not have been as successful in my position as State Advocate during this initial “learning” year.
	One of the top responsibilities of the State Advocate in the Jurisdiction of Ohio is as Chairman of the Matching Funds Campaign held in the Fall of each fraternal year.  This year I had the wonderful opportunity to meet and get to know the Religious Education leaders throughout the dioceses in Ohio for whom this campaign supports.  Our theme this year was “Continue to Grow” Catholic Education which was the sequel to last year’s “Planting the Seeds for Catholic Education.”  Funds were collected from Councils and Assemblies throughout Ohio.  Together we raised a total of $42,202.50 which once again proves your commitment to Catholic Education in your diocese and throughout the state.  When you include the $25,000 contribution by the Ohio Charity Foundation, we reached a grand total of $67,202.50, which was increase over last year’s campaign.  Yes brother Knights, because of your diligent efforts to support this campaign in 2019 we continue to trend upward in our overall donations to this program…
	A total of seven checks were presented to the six diocese and the Eparchy of Parma:  Cincinnati, $14,882.00; Cleveland, $11,375.00; Columbus, $13,305.00;  Steubenville, $2,325.00, Toledo, $13,404.50; Youngstown, $11,911.00.   A $1,500 donation was made to the Eparchy of Parma.
	Another responsibility a first year Advocate has is completing the Measure Up campaign which began in the previous fraternal year.  Just like Matching Funds, the Measure Up campaign also beat the previous years collections for a total of $330,219.62 due to your hard work.  Even though the last few years for collecting have been challenging, brother Knights you have stepped up to the plate to deliver a home run increase of $2,374.71 over the 2018 campaign.  Thank you so very much not just for the support of our Premier Charitable Campaign but for your heartfelt support of our own special population here in Ohio.
	I offer a sincere thank you to all the councils who invited and welcomed my wife Heather and I into your council family and its events.  All of us have a great bond through our Catholic faith and our brotherhood in the Order.  But most of all the Knights of Columbus offers friendship.  A friendship which is not unlike a true family.  Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank my wife Heather for her patience, love, and support of me during this incredible journey going forward as a State Officer.  Late nights, long drives, and understanding when I am hunkered down in the “Advocate’s Office” on another conference call.  God Bless you brothers and keep fighting the good fight.
	Respectfully submitted,
	Michael J. Felerski
	State Advocate
	Delegates, Brother Knights, Ladies and Guests of the 121st Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus Convention; I would like to welcome you to this unique and incredibly special convention.  It has been and will continue to be an honor to serve you as your State Warden.  My mission to work with, inspire, assist and support you so that you, your councils, and our members can become the best that we can, grow in our faith and put our faith into action continues now and into the future.
	This past year has been one of adjustment, education and opportunity.  As a District Deputy and Diocesan Membership Director, there are a lot of responsibilities that include managing councils making sure they are on the path and well informed of the Supreme and State activities, new councils, roundtables and membership drives.  As a state officer you are involved in all of that and then some.  Primarily you are developing a team and vision for your diocese that will help in preparing yourself to be state deputy.  Learning to adjust schedules so that I am available to go to council meetings, town halls, online meetings, conference calls and so on is like a giant puzzle.  Putting it together, one piece at a time, but with the end in mind.
	What an education you receive when you become a state officer.  It starts right away as you are indoctrinated into your office by becoming the recording secretary for both the State Officer’s and Ohio Charity Foundation Meetings.  It provides time for you to understand the who, what, where, when and how these groups function.  It is truly an enlightening experience.
	The opportunities that we are afforded through the Knights of Columbus to grow spiritually and personally are boundless.  Attending Mass, participating in a Rosary or a retreat with my Brother Knights and their families brings happiness and joy to my heart.  Seeing what our councils do to promote our faith is one of the best parts of this position.  From the State side, being involved in Measure Up, to reshape the state website, and to help lead the State Council into the 21st century with online meetings, YouTube videos, live streaming and more is challenging but fun at the same time.  Working to help our councils and inspiring them to reach a little further.  These opportunities help me to focus on what we truly need to work on – continuing the mission of Jesus Christ through Father McGivney’s vision.
	I would like to thank all my fellow state officers, especially State Advocate Mike Felerski for his guidance and valuable input on the Measure Up Program as he pointed me in the right direction and for all the state officers who were always ready and willing to share their experiences and suggestions.
	It has been an honor to serve State Deputy Robert Byers during his first year of his state general program, “We Are Many;  We Are One.”  Robert has been there for me whenever I needed it.  His kind and encouraging words are just what a new junior officer needs during his first year.
	I want to thank all councils who invited my wife Kathy and I to their council events this year.  This was one of the most enjoyable duties.  We were able to do those events together.  I want to also thank all those who stepped up to volunteer their services both in my diocese and across the state.  A special thank you to all of the state officer wives for welcoming my wife, Kathy, into the fold.  Finally, a big thank you to my wife, Kathy, for all her loving support and help behind the scene.  It is because of her that I can be the man God wants me to be.
	Respectfully Submitted,
	James K. Maslach
	State Warden
	Delegates, attendees and guests of the 121th Ohio State Convention,
	As Immediate Past State Deputy, I want to extend my thanks to everyone in the great jurisdiction of Ohio for their support during my time as a state officer. As I always like to say Knights of Columbus and their families are the greatest people in the world. Again, Tish and I thank you for your kindness towards us.
	In addition to representing Ohio as a delegate to the Supreme Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota, I have served in an advisory capacity to our State Deputy Robert Byers and the State Officer team. It has been an honor to serve with this great team of officers. Congratulations to Robert, his membership and program team, and the State Officers for a successful 2019-2020 fraternal year.
	My prime responsibility this fraternal year has been guiding the annual Support Our Seminarians (SOS) campaign. Due to the pandemic my report is not ready at this time and will be forthcoming.
	Respectfully submitted,
	Kevin Miller
	Immediate Past State Deputy
	General Program Director
	It has truly been an honor to serve as State Membership Director during the We Are Many, We Are One program this fraternal year. It’s been a year of changes and challenges. The introduction of the new Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity was an exciting development. The increasing popularity of Online membership has been exciting. The development of online ceremonials and meetings to meet our needs has been a developing interest.
	We kicked off the year with a Supreme goal of 1,924 new members. As of May 1, we had brought in 1,334 new members, achieved 69.33% of our Supreme quota, and were ranked 22nd order wide and 4th among the division one jurisdictions. Just over 65% of councils have recruited at least 1 new member as of May 1. Based on the original Supreme quotas, 100 councils had achieved at least 100% of their quota as of May 1. Based on the new 60% quota, 159 councils have reached their Supreme quota as of May 1 with 43 more within 1 member of achieving that goal. These new members didn’t just happen. They were the result of Brother Knights reaching out to Catholic men and sharing our mission. We added 2 new councils: 17398 St. Sebastian Martyr in Warren and 17425 San Santiago el Menor in Columbus. Thank you to everyone that helped get these two councils started and to everyone that is helping them establish and build for future success.
	We had some very successful incentives this year giving away almost $6,500 in cash and prizes. In the midst of our biggest, and what was looking to be our most successful incentive, in March, the pandemic hit. Without Mass, social contact, and traditional membership drives, recruitment ground to a near halt. I was astonished at the creativity of the Knights of Columbus councils across the state. You developed new methods of recruiting and were utilizing online membership to make those men Knights. Then, you needed some help to bring them into the councils. The Ohio Online Degree was developed to initiate those online members and candidates into your councils during social distancing. The Ohio Online Degree was developed from the innovation, creativity, and technical knowledge of State Warden Jim Maslach. Ohio’s online degree was so successful other states modeled their programs around it. Great job Jim.
	We don’t do these things alone because fraternity is our strength. I have a great team that deserve a pat on the back for their hard work this fraternal year. Diocesan Membership Directors: Tony Offenberger, Steubenville; Phil Salasek, Youngstown; George Metz, Cleveland; Chris Sarka, Columbus; Matt Smith, Toledo; Tom Wuebker, Cincinnati – north; Mike Thomas, Cincinnati – central; Dan Warnock, Cincinnati – south. Ray Darr Ceremonials director. Growth and retention coordinators: John Brown and Michael Freil. Online Membership Coordinator Nick Gresko.
	I owe my endless appreciation and love to my wife, Melissa, and my boys, Zachary and Evan, for their patience and cooperation in being involved with the State Council. Their support makes this possible. I would like to thank Matt “Smitty” Smith for being my sounding board and partner in crime. Finally, I have to thank State Deputy Bob Byers for inviting me on this adventure and giving me this opportunity.
	Respectfully Submitted,
	M. Stewart Vetter
	State Membership Director
	79 reports praying the rosary together.
	58 reports for participating in a Spiritual Reflection.
	43 reports for participation in the State Council’s Chaplain and Religious Of The Year award.
	35 reports for donations through Supreme’s Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) with $36,050 reported in donations.
	22 reports for the Building The Domestic Church Kiosk.
	17 reports for collecting money for the State Council’s Support Our Seminarians program.
	11 reports for adoration.
	9 reports for Holy Hour.
	5 reports for Into The Breach.
	And many others for different devotions practiced together and service at the church.
	Worthy State Chaplain, Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Officers, Worthy State Directors, Worthy District Deputies, Worthy Grand Knights, Delegates, Brother Knights and Guests of the 121st Annual Convention of the Ohio State Council Knights of Columbus.
	As I write this report for the convention it has been an amazing and ever-changing fraternal year. We started out the year meeting in our councils, setting up programs, and working hard at them. As a group we were making head way on membership and programs.  We took hold of the Faith in Action program from Supreme and the State and showed everyone that the Knights were not going to sit back but, stand strong in both our Churches and Communities.
	As the year progressed into January it seemed like our world was going to come to a complete halt as we hit head on with the Corona Virus, which became known as Covid-19. This pandemic stopped council meetings in council chambers and meeting one on one with others. This was a game changer and you Brother Knights met the challenge head on making a difference in our parishes and communities.
	As your reports started to come in, I saw an increase of Family of the Month and Food for the poor and more and more councils reaching out to help in the community. I also started to see an increase of councils helping in the Parishes in helping to stream Masses, pass out Palms, and just being there to help when and where needed.
	As we experience a new way of communicating with our Councils, whether it be Zoom meeting or emails or phone calls, I have noticed that we as an Order have left no one behind and are truly reaching out to Our Neighbors. God Bless all for this great endeavor. This is a true meaning of Family as our State motto for these Two Fraternal years are “We Are Many; We Are One”.
	Thank You to all the Councils for what you do for Our Order and for The State of Ohio. We have had over 200 councils report on Family activities so far this year, please continue to report your activities. God Bless all.
	Respectfully Submitted
	Michael Jordon
	State Family Director
	54 reports for Novena for Life
	39 reports for participation in or sponsorship towards the March for Life
	21 reports for participation in the 40 Days for Life campaign
	18 reports for donating money towards Ultrasound Machines
	18 reports for Diaper Drives and Baby Showers
	13 reports for Baby Bottle collections
	13 reports for participation in or donations toward the Special Olympics
	10 reports for Cemetery of Innocents
	3 reports for billboards supporting life
	Greetings Brother Knights, Reverend Father, Supreme representatives, and State Officers.  This year we embarked on a mission to bring you the Ohio State Council Website version 3.0, and your feedback has been positive and humbling.  This new site had two purposes:  First to provide our members with an easy to navigate design to help locate information and documents which support our mission as Knights in the Ohio jurisdiction.  The second was to present a site which the world could visit and discover what the Knights in Ohio are all about, and encourage good Catholic gentlemen to join our Order.  We believe we have accomplished these goals with your help.
	First we would like to thank brother Joe Meyer who laid the framework for the website by taking an idea and goals and creating a solid foundation.  Secondly we would like to thank brother Tom Buehner for the incredible work he put in to make the submission of State Programs easier than ever.  And with this new site we are even more mobile friendly, something very much expected in this day and age for the younger generation of brothers, and future brother Knights.
	We hope you have enjoyed our posts on social media such as Facebook, Twitter and Instgram.  These sites can be invaluable tools for spreading the word about our Order and its councils in Ohio and fostering growth within.
	Finally, we look forward to KofCOhio.org being your first source for information and tools which can help your council be the success it deserves.  As always, we are interested in your feedback on how we can make “your” (the brother Knights of Ohio) website even better.
	I would like to extend my fraternal greetings and best wishes to all the delegates attending the “virtual” 121st Annual Ohio State Council Convention being held Saturday, May 16, 2020.
	It has been an honor to serve our State Deputy Robert Byers as Special Reports Chairman, continuing several of the special reports that I developed over the years as a state officer. Those reports include:
	Monthly Star Council Status Report.    This report is updated and distributed every first of the month using several of the Supreme Council reports from their website.  This report is used by the state officers and district deputies as a current “snapshot” of their council’s activities, submitted reports, membership growth, and state fundraising participation.  I know we have many grand knights and councils who are working hard to achieve the Star Council Award despite the current health situation in our state, in our country, and around the world.
	Council Master List.    This list of all active and inactive councils is used for various program and fundraising activities for establishing quotas.  It is also used as a reference guide for all our councils as it lists their Supreme Council official name and location, district number, district deputy, diocese location, and membership total as of May 1 of previous fraternal year.
	I assisted our State Secretary in establishing the State Council Per Capita invoices, mileage calculations for convention and district deputy meetings, and convention per diem and mileage rebate calculations.
	I assisted our State Treasurer in recording the Super Cash Bonanza tickets and payments from our councils for this year’s campaign.  I also created a back-up rebate calculation file as a verification for the calculations of our primary raffle-ticket recorder.
	I would like to thank our state officers, district deputies, general agents and state directors for their support of the Star Council Award.  And thanks to you, the Grand Knights and leaders of our councils!  You have been selected to lead your council in its quest for the Star Council Award.  Everything expected of a Grand Knight during a fraternal year is included in this one award.
	In conclusion, let us all continue to grow our councils and to grow the Order here in Ohio.  We need to bring in other Catholic men to help us with all our work.  Remember, “we are in this together” because We are Many; We are One!
	Stay safe! Vivat Jesus!
	Respectfully Submitted,
	Ken Girt, PSD
	Special Reports Chairman

