
OHIO STATE COUNCIL, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
MINUTES OF THE 120th STATE CONVENTION 

Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, Ohio  
May 17 – 19, 2019 

Friday, May 17, 2019 

The traditional opening event of the Ohio State Council’s annual convention, the Friday Night 
Party, took place in the Kalahari Ballroom starting at 7:00 p.m. Delegates and guests were 
provided with live musical entertainment for the evening by The Rat Pack and More. 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 

The annual Memorial Mass was celebrated by State Chaplain Fr. Peter Gideon with the liturgy 
taking place in the Kalahari Ballroom of the Convention Center, and was attended by the 
convention delegates and guests.  An In Memoriam booklet listing Brother Knights who had 
passed away during the past fraternal year was provided to all registrants attending the State 
Convention.  State Chaplain Fr. Peter Gideon read one name from every council listed in the 
memoriam as a tribute to all of our deceased members. 

The 2019 Super Cash Bonanza Charity Campaign ticket drawing was also held in the Kalahari 
Ballroom following the Memorial Mass. This event was led by the State Treasurer Mark 
Siracusa.  Assisting the State Treasurer were the other State Officers and Past State Deputies.  
Ticket sales for the 2019 campaign were announced at $873,650.  A total of 174,730 tickets were 
sold.   

The Awards Session began at 10:00 a.m. in the Kalahari Ballroom.  State Deputy Kevin Miller 
introduced State General Program Director, Rod Anderson to chair the awards session.  Brother 
Rod expressed his gratitude to all councils for their participation in the “In His Honor” state 
program.  With the assistance of the state directors, Brother Rod announced this year’s awards 
and presented plaques to the winning councils. 

Following Brother Anderson, State Membership Director Frank Ianaggi presented a number of 
achievement awards for retention and membership recruitment.  Frank thanked all of the councils 
who had participated in the state membership program.  

State District Deputy Director Tom Mathes presented the District Deputy of the Year awards for 
the second half of the year to each of Ohio’s six dioceses. 

The awards session was completed at around 11:30 a.m. and the delegates were instructed to 
attend their respective committee meetings if they had an assignment. 



General Session 

State Deputy Kevin Miller opened the meeting at 1:06 p.m.  State Warden Michael Felerski 
reported that those in attendance were duly qualified Third Degree members for this session. 

State Chaplain Rev. Father Peter Gideon led the opening prayer and Clifford Wasmund, Vice 
Supreme Master, Hennepin Provence of the Fourth Degree, led the Pledge of Allegiance which 
concluded with the Ohio Knights on Bikes posting the colors. 

State Warden Michael Felerski took the Roll Call of the State Officers: 

State Chaplain   Rev. Fr. Peter Gideon   Present 
State Deputy   Kevin Miller   Present 
State Secretary  Robert Byers              Present 
State Treasurer  Mark Siracusa   Present 
State Warden   Jeffrey Kiliany  Present 
IPSD     Robert Collins        Present 
Supreme Representative Kenneth Stockwell  Present 
Regional Growth Director Eric Johnson   Present 
Vice Supreme Master  Clifford Wasmund  Present 

The Opening Ode was led by the State Warden and sung by all. 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
State Deputy Kevin Miller was provided with a report of the Credentials Committee by State 
Secretary Robert Byers and a roll call of delegates. The report listed those in attendance at the 
convention: 

707 Total Registered Delegates   

7  State Officers 
332 Council Delegates 
339 Total Voting Delegates 

6 Past State Deputies 
45 District Deputies 
20  Directors and Chairmen 
71 Non-Voting Delegates 

The State Deputy then asked the State Secretary to seat any additional delegates from the floor. 
Twelve additional were seated as voting delegates. 



State Deputy Kevin Miller invited the State Legal Consultant and Parliamentarian, Richard 
Meyer to provide an overview of the Rules of the Convention including the rule for obtaining a 
quorum (which was reached).    The state convention will be conducted honoring these rules.  A 
motion was made that the Rules of the Convention be accepted.  There was a proper second.  A 
voice vote was taken and the motion passed. 

State Advocate and Chair of the Resolutions and Bylaws Committee moved that the convention 
standing rules and the Order of Business be adopted.  A voice vote was taken and the motion 
passed. 

State Deputy Kevin Miller declared that the 120th State Convention was formally in session and a 
video by our Worthy Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson and provided by Supreme was played 
for those present. 

Supreme Council Representative and Supreme Board of Directors member Ken Stockwell 
addressed the members of the convention with greetings from the Supreme Knight and 
welcomed everyone to the convention. 

State Deputy Kevin Miller introduced the Past State Deputies in attendance at this convention.  
State Deputy Miller then introduced the Former State Chaplains and concluded with the 
introduction of the State Insurance Liaison, James Valent.   

State Deputy Kevin Miller also officially appointed all committees as published in the 
Convention Book. 

Reports of the State Officers, Directors, and Chairmen 

State Deputy Kevin Miller read the Report of the State Deputy.  A motion was made and properly 
seconded to accept the State Deputy’s Report.  The motion passed.  State Deputy Kevin Miller 
entertained a motion that in lieu of reading ALL the reports of the State Officers--that these 
reports were to be accepted as printed and distributed in the State Convention Report Book.  This 
motion was seconded.  This motion overwhelmingly passed.  

Elections 

Nominations and elections of the present state officers took place. In order, those nominated and 
elected (with their nominators) were the following: 

Robert Byers, State Deputy     (nominated by PSD army Moegling) 
Mark Siracusa, State Secretary     (nominated by Duane Bassett) 
Jeffrey Kiliany, State Treasurer     (nominated by Patrick Kiliany) 
Michael Felerski, State Advocate    (nominated by Andrew Nuckols) 



The nominations, seconds, and voice votes were all properly made.  A unanimous ballot was cast 
for each of the newly promoted state officers. On behalf of the state officers, State Deputy Kevin 
Miller thanked the convention delegates for their continued support and confidence. 

Committee Reports 

The reports of the following committees were read.   

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
State Secretary Robert Byers asked the members who were present and served on the Audit 
Committee to stand and be recognized for their work.  State Secretary Robert Byers gave the 
audit report and then thanked the committee members for their work.  He moved that the report 
of the Audit Committee be accepted as part of the 2019 State Convention minutes.  The motion 
was seconded and passed.    

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
Resolutions Committee Chairman State Advocate Jeffery Kiliany thanked members of his 
committee along with State Parliamentarian Richard Meyer, Supreme Representative Ken 
Stockwell, State Chaplain Father Peter Gideon, IPSD Robert Collins, and State Warden Michael 
Felerski and asked the members of the committee to stand and be recognized.  The State 
Advocate then presented Resolutions #1 to #11 and all were accepted by the committee and the 
floor with some discussion on Resolution #6. 

Resolution #12 asking that the University of Notre Dame reverse its decision to cover murals 
depicting Christopher Columbus resulted in much discussion from the floor but was rejected by 
the Resolutions Committee because it did not follow the Supreme guidelines provided by and 
outlined by the Supreme Advocate Office of the Supreme Council for resolutions.  Much 
discussion was had.  Three speakers spoke in favor of rejection and three against the rejection.  A 
standing vote was taken with 177 approving the rejection.  The rejection passed. 

Motion to reconsider Resolution #6 (for a vote) was made.  The motion to reconsider passed by 
voice vote, discussion followed.  A voice vote was taken and the recommendation of the 
Resolutions Committee was affirmed. 

Proposed Amendment to the Ohio State Council Bylaws changing the Fiscal Year of Operation 
from May 1 through April 30, to April 1 through March 31 was approved by the Resolutions 
Committee and adopted.  



ANNUAL MINUTES AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE 
Annual Minutes and Bylaws Committee Chair, State Treasurer Mark Siracusa, introduced and 
recognized his committee and thanked them for their service.  Mark read the report and made a 
motion for approval.  The motion was seconded and passed.   

GOOD OF THE ORDER COMMITTEE 
The Good of the Order Committee Chair, Immediate Past State Deputy Robert Collins, Jr., 
introduced and recognized his committee and thanked them for their service.  IPSD Collins read 
the committee’s report and made a motion to approve.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

Business Meeting Announcements  

State Deputy Kevin Miller announced the names of the Caucus Chairmen, the meeting locations, 
and the final instructions to the delegates for the purposes of the Area Caucus meetings.  SD 
Miller asked the assistant wardens to distribute the Delegate Roll Call Cards.  He also asked the 
delegates to complete the cards and return them to the assistant wardens as they exited the 
meeting room. 

State Deputy’s Banquet 

The State Deputy’s Banquet took place in Kalahari Ball Room at the Kalahari Resort in 
Sandusky Ohio. State Deputy Kevin Miller and his wife Tish were honored for their efforts this 
past fraternal year. 

The top councils in the “In His Honor” State Program were recognized as well as the numerous 
Honorees of the Year.  The Kirwin Award winner for insurance sales achievement was also 
announced at this banquet. The recipients of the rewards this year are listed below:  

Chaplain of the Year   Father Bernard Mlapah, Council #1569 
Religious of the Year   Father Gerald Bednar, OSF, Council #3304 
Blue Coat of the Year   Thomas Dorsey, Council #4361 
District Deputy of the Year  Jeffrey R. Fisher, DD #37 
Family of the Year   Bernie Lehmenkuler Family, Council #1801 
Knight of the Year   Daniel White, Council #608 
Lady of the Year   Emily Mauro, Council #11445 
Youth of the Year   Matthew Hersher, Council #554 
Volunteer of the Year   Larry Bogemann, Council #3724  



Sunday May 29, 2019 

The convention delegates and guests attended the 8:00 a.m. Mass in the Kalahari Ballroom with  
State Chaplain Father Peter Gideon as presider and former State Chaplains as concelebrants. 

Sunday Business Meeting 

State Deputy Kevin Miller reopened the business meeting at 10:00 a.m. and the opening prayer 
and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 

The State Warden called the roll of State Officers. 

State Secretary Robert Byers, Credentials Committee Chair, announced that there was now 351 
voting Delegates with the additional 12 seated yesterday.  State Deputy Kevin Miller called upon 
anyone wishing to be seated as a delegate to be recognized by the State Secretary.  The changes 
were officially recorded and three more were seated for a total of 354. 

Supreme Representative Ken Stockwell spoke about finishing out the fraternal year “In His 
Honor” and strong in membership and how that can be accomplished through inspiration.  He 
asked on behalf of the Supreme Council for each council to focus on three concrete areas:  
Recruitment, engagement, and awareness.  He expounded on each. 

Election of New State Warden 

Nominations were made for the office of State Warden.  The nomination of Jim Maslach was 
presented by Nick Gresko, Former State Membership Director and member of council 13984.  A 
second of the nomination was offered by Vince Berardinelli, Grand Knight of council 4847, and 
Robert Maslach of council 4847. 

The nomination of Robert Walsh was presented by Joe Mackos, Financial Secretary of Marian 
council 3813.  A second of the nomination was offered by Patrick Tabeling, Grand Knight of 
Lakewood council 2643. 

The State Warden-elect was elected with one ballot. 

The Business Session resumed after the ballots were counted and lunch was consumed. 

Supreme Regional Growth Director, Eric Johnson spoke about the new Delta Church Drives and 
some upcoming training courses for the District Deputies, Grand Knights and other officers.  He 
reiterated that he is here on behalf of Supreme to help the bother Knights and their councils 
succeed. 



Election of Supreme Delegates and Alternates to the Supreme Convention 

State Deputy Kevin Miller stated that State Deputy and the Immediate Past State Deputy (by 
virtue of their offices) are both official delegates to the 2019 Supreme Convention in 
Minneapolis, MN.  State Advocate-elect, Michael Felerski, nominated both State Secretary-elect 
Mark Siracusa as the alternate delegate for the State Deputy to the 2019 Supreme Convention 
and State Treasurer-elect Jeffery Kiliany as the alternate delegate for the Immediate Past State 
Deputy to the 2019 Supreme convention.  All motions were properly seconded for each 
nominated delegate and alternate.  The motions passed. 

ELECTION AND TELLERS COMMITTEE 
Election and Tellers Committee Chairman, State Advocate Jeff Kiliany introduced and thanked 
the committee members who attended the committee meeting, oversaw today’s election of a new 
State Warden and assisted in counting the ballots to determine the winner of the election. 

ASSISTANT WARDENS COMMITTEE 
Assistant Wardens Committee Chairman, State Warden Michael Felerski reported on the 
assistant wardens’ meeting. He introduced and recognized the committee and thanked them for 
their service.  He explained to the floor the proper procedures for the delegates entering the 
meetings and filling out the delegate cards. 

Caucus Reports 

The eight Area Caucus Chairs read their respective caucus reports of the recommended delegates 
and their alternates in nomination to the Supreme Convention. The nominations include the 
following brother knights: 

Area 1 Chair: Jim Collins  Delegate:  Matthew Stapleton  Council 14344 
Area 2 Chair: M. Stewart Vetter Delegate:  Michael Incorvati  Council 10936  
Area 3 Chair: George G. Metz Delegate:  William Donohue  Council 13984 
Area 4 Chair: Phil Salasek  Delegate:  Joseph Fraser  Council 10183  
Area 5 Chair: Tim Mangan  Delegate:  Randal Kunk,  Council 1991 
Area 6 Chair: Gerard Eckstein Delegate:  Fr. Peter Gideon  Council 15447 
Area 7 Chair: Marty Shoemaker Delegate:  Thomas Dyer  Council 4617 
Area 8 Chair: Andrew Nuckols  Delegate:  Cloyde Paddock  Council 5128 

The eight will join State Deputy Kevin Miller and State Deputy-elect Robert Byers as our 
delegates. 

A motion was properly made and seconded for each of the recommended area caucus delegates 
and alternates. The motions passed.  



Old Business 

The State Deputy asked if there was any old business to be brought before the delegates of this 
convention. The annual mileage report to the state convention had no recommendations.  There 
was no other old business presented.   

New Business 

Past State Deputy and State Fundraising Chairman, Gary Eckstein, gave a brief presentation on 
this year’s upcoming State Football Crazr Campaign. 

Closing Remarks 

Immediate Past State Deputy Bob Collins thanked everyone on the Convention Committee for an 
outstanding job of making this year’s convention an incredible success.  He thanked everyone 
and every council for all they work they did to make our Order so successful. 

State Advocate-elect Michael Felerski was encouraged by all the great success stories he heard 
about the 2019 Measure Up campaign and what great works we, as a state, have been able to do 
in support of our citizens with developmental disabilities.  He thanked everyone for their hard 
work this year.  The Advocate-elect said he was looking forward to the upcoming Matching 
Funds campaign. 

State Treasurer-elect Jeffery Kiliany gave a brief summary of the 2018 Matching Funds 
campaign.  He also discussed the 2018 Measure Up campaign and its success along with his 
future chairmanship of the upcoming Super Cash Bonanza. 

State Secretary-elect Mark Siracusa thanked everyone for what an outstanding job they did 
making this year’s Super Cash Bonanza such a success.  Asked everyone if they could get their 
State per capita for this year in quickly, and thanked the Convention Committee for the great job 
on the 2019 State Convention. 

State Deputy-elect Robert Byers reiterated the importance of sending in per capita and reminded 
them that the sooner their councils get their per capita sent in, the sooner the delegates will get 
their checks from the state convention.  He discussed the importance of the State Football Crazr 
Campaign.  He reminded the delegates chosen for the 2019 Supreme Convention in Minneapolis 
to see him after the meeting to pick up their delegate packet.  He challenged everyone to 
continue working on increasing membership. 

State Deputy Kevin Miller thanked everyone and spoke about his tenure being a lot of work but 
also how it was a lot of fun and that he’s not going away, at least not for the next couple of years.  
He thanked everyone for what they do “In His Honor”. 



State Chaplain Fr. Peter Gideon provided his final comments and led the Prayer for the Family  
for the closing prayer and blessing. 

The State Deputy then asked State Warden to distribute the delegate cards with the help of the 
assistant wardens.   

State Deputy Kevin Miller officially dismissed the Assistant Wardens and entertained a motion to 
adjourn the convention.  The motion was made with a proper second and the meeting adjourned  
at 2:22 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Michael J. Felerski 
State Advocate 

Note: An official recorded transcript of the convention is available. The Annual Minutes and 
Bylaws Committee will review this report of the 120th State Convention at the 121st Ohio State 
Council convention at Columbus Airport Marriott, 1375 N Cassady Ave, Columbus, Ohio 
43219-1524. 


