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 The Richland, Wash., freezer 
facility will offer 117,000 total 
pallet storage positions.

»
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Construction of the largest public refrigerated warehouse in 
North America and the largest single cold storage facility 
ever built at one time anywhere in the world is on sched-
ule and on budget. 

 Indianapolis-based general contractor Victory Unlimited Con-
struction LLC in May 2014 began work on a warehouse for Preferred 
Freezer Services, a nationwide provider of frozen storage and 
logistics services for the food industry. The facility is the client’s fi rst 
in the state of Washington. “This is an exciting, new and diff erent 
project for us,” Preferred Freezer Services President Brian Beattie said 
in a statement. “This is our fi rst venture into the Pacifi c Northwest, 
with two additional locations in the development stage.”
 Completion of the $100 million automated storage and retrieval 
system structure is scheduled for July 2015. The 455,000-square-foot 
facility will contain three freezer facilities totaling 313,000 square 
feet as well as 12,000 square feet of offi  ce space, 120,000 square feet 
of truck and rail dock space and 10,000 square feet of electrical and 
mechanical rooms, Vice President R.J. Burton says.

An Automated Environment
The 116-foot-tall building will off er 117,000 total pallet storage 
positions, with vertical storage of 11 pallet positions. Each freezer 
will be fully automated and will feature conveyors, specialized 

cranes – known as storage and retrieval machines – and 
pallet moles rather than human-operated 
equipment typically used in warehouses. 

The automation system will be designed and 
installed by DEMATIC. Goods arriving via 

truck and rail will be transported via conveyor 
and monorail systems into the freezer facilities, 

where they will be placed on a pallet mole.  The 
pallet mole is then transported on the crane to the 
desired storage position before detaching from the 
crane and riding on satellite rails within the rack 
to the desired pallet position.  The mole lowers the 
pallet on the satellite rail and returns to the crane 
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Freeze
THE NEW PREFERRED FREEZER SERVICES 
WAREHOUSE IN RICHLAND, WASH., WILL BE THE 
LARGEST OF ITS KIND IN NORTH AMERICA.  
BY JIM HARRIS
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Victory Unlimited – Preferred Freezer Services warehouse
www.victoryuc.com
• Project cost: $100 million• Location: Richland, Wash.•  Average daily construction workers on� ite: 200

• Scope of work: Freezer warehouse facility
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ready for its next assignment.  The facility will have more than 
207 miles of pallet support and satellite rail.
 The facility is located near an existing railroad spur, which will 
be extended to the property. A total of three rail spurs totaling 
6,000 feet of track will be installed on site for rail car staging and 
800 feet of track will be installed for active loading and unload-
ing of rail cars. The facility will have the capacity to turn 30 rail 
cars per day. Roughly 2 billion pounds of frozen products are 
anticipated to go through the facility annually.
 In addition to the automation system, the warehouse will also 
be unique in that it will be the first in the United States to feature 
an oxygen reduction system as its main fire prevention system. 
The system, developed and manufactured by German-based 
company WAGNER Fire Safety Inc., will introduce nitrogen into 
the freezers. This will lower oxygen content below the point at 
which a fire can start. WAGNER has completed more than 600 of 
the systems in Europe, Burton notes. 

Unique Structure 
The 313,000 square feet of steel rack that serves as the pallet 
storage structure for the freezer also serves as the main building 
structure as it provides the structural support for the roof and 
walls. The building features an 18-inch thick concrete floor sup-
ported by two rebar mats and wire mesh for concrete placement 
support.  Floor insulation, vapor barrier, mud slab and a glycol 
tubing system are located beneath the concrete floor. Concrete 
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contractor Joseph L. Easley Construction 
used 3,500-pound laser screeds manufac-
tured by Somero Enterprises to ride on top 
of the double mat of rebar and help level 
the concrete during the pour process, which 
was completed during summer 2014. Up 
to 53,000 square feet of 18-inch slab was 

poured at one time using roughly 3,000 
yards of concrete.  The total project will 
exceed 45,000 cubic yards of concrete.
 Tilt-up concrete and steel framing was 
used on the exterior walls of the loading 
docks. The freezer structure walls feature six 
inch insulated metal panels, with nine inch-
es of insulation on the roof. This insulation, 
along with the 30 freezer evaporator Units 
keep the freezers at the designed tempera-

ture of 10 degrees below zero, Burton says.
 More than 60 percent of the steel rack 
structure – fabricated and installed by Fra-
zier Industrial – is now in place. The build-
ing will ultimately use 21 million pounds of 
steel delivered to the site by more than 900 
trucks. Ten of the total 15 automated cranes 
used in freezer aisles are now in place, 
and 20 of the building’s 30 evaporators are 
installed, he adds.

 SunSteel     SunSteel would like to congrat-
ulate Victory Unlimited Construction on a job 
well done on Project Polar. We have appreciat-
ed the transparency and ease of communica-
tion we have had with Victory’s team and it has 
been a true pleasure doing business with them. 
With Victory’s boots-on-the-ground approach 
solutions are arrived at quickly and directly and 
SunSteel would gladly work with Victory again 
on any future project. As one of the largest 
AISC certifi ed fabrication shops on the West 
Coast, SunSteel and its veteran management 
staff is ready and willing to help your compa-
ny’s team with the next project. SunSteel’s proj-
ect team has extensive installation, joist/deck 
supply, and structural fabrication experience. 
Whether it is supplying your company a small 
structural steel scope or a massive complex 
supply and install project, SunSteel has the 
expertise, capacity and fi nancial backing to 
make your next project a Victory.

More than 21 million pounds 
of steel will be delivered to 
the warehouse project site. 

 «
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A Team Effort
Burton credits the work of Victory Unlimited’s design team and 
subcontractors with the project’s success thus far. “Preferred 
Freezer Services is a great company who knows what they 
want in their facilities, so we have not had to deal with client 
driven, schedule impacting revisions on the fl y due to changes 
to the design.  Everyone has been on board since the beginning 
as far as the schedule and our quality expectations go,” Burton 
says. “We’re very happy with the subcontractors we have on 
our team, who are working hard to maintain an aggressive 
schedule in order to turn over the project both Preferred Freez-
er and we expect.” 

 The company’s project partners include Uni-Temp Refrigera-
tion, a full-service industrial refrigeration fi rm;  Sun Steel, who 
provided steel fabrication and installation services; RKB Archi-
tects and Garrett Electric. 
 Victory Unlimited’s subcontractors are also playing an active 
role in keeping the project safe. The company has a zero-tol-
erance policy for anyone violating proper safety procedures, 
and meets weekly with all subcontractors. Subcontractors also 
maintain individual safety policies and meet regularly among 
themselves. “Everyone is working smart, and we’ve had a good, 
safe project,” Burton adds. “We want to keep it that way.”

 ‘Preferred Freezer 
Services is a great 
company who knows 
what they want in 
their facilities.’
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In The Fast Lane

Preferred Freezer Services in September 2014 was named one 
of New Jersey’s “50 fastest growing companies” by NJBIZ, 
a business news publication. The award was presented by 
ParenteBeard LLC and sponsored by Comcast Business, Mass 
Mutual, UnitedHealthcare, Citi and Archer & Greiner.
 The awards program “celebrates New Jersey’s dynamic 
companies who progressively contribute to the success of 
the state’s economic growth and stability,” Preferred Freezer 
services says. To qualify, companies had to have revenue of 
at least $500,000 over the past three years and revenue 
growth over the period from 2011 to 2013. 
 The company has made the list – also known as the “Fast 
50” – every year since 2010, it adds. 
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‘Keeping Clients Happy’
The Richland facility is Victory Unlimit-
ed’s second recent contract with Preferred 
Freezer Services. The company in June 2014 
completed work on a 247,000-square-foot, 
65-foot tall warehouse facility for Preferred 
Freezer Services in San Leandro, Calif. The 
facility, which features 45,000 pallet posi-
tions, was the company’s largest prior to the 
Richland facility, Burton says.

 The San Leandro facility also includes 
three temperature zones for storage, a 
refrigerated loading and unloading dock, 
an oversized truck yard and designated 
inspection areas. The building features 
22 dock doors with levelers and seals, 
computerized inventory management and 
cross docking and transloading capabil-
ities. The facility is USDA, FDA and USDC 
certifi ed for food safety.    

 Victory Unlimited specializes in building 
large industrial, distribution and manufac-
turing facilities ranging in size from 10,000 
square feet to more than 1.5 million square 
feet. “Our greatest strength is our ability to 
provide a great product within budget and 
with an on time delivery,” he adds. “Being 

 The fl oor of the warehouse 
(right) is supported by two 
rebar mats and wire mesh.
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able to get a job done on time is something 
we’ve always been fairly successful at and 
that we really pride ourselves on. We go 
the extra mile to ensure and document that 
every step of our construction meets or 
exceeds the project specifi cations while not 
compromising the schedule in order to do 
so, which tends to keep our clients happy.”

 ‘Being able to get a job done 
on time is something we’ve 
always been fairly successful 
at and that we really pride 
ourselves on.’

Frazier     Frazier’s Structural Steel Storage 
Systems deliver maximum storage effi ciency, 
increased productivity and lower operational 
costs by combining the brute strength and 
durability of 100% structural steel with 65 
years of design, engineering and implemen-
tation expertise; all channeled to solve your 
toughest storage challenges. Frazier’s expert 
team develops cost-effective solutions to meet 
your productivity and ROI goals with systems 
ranging from selective pallet rack to complex 
pick modules and AS/RS systems. 

Services offered are; 
Advanced System Design & Engineering
Strategic National Manufacturing Network
Material Handling Systems Integration
Project & Site Management
National Installation Teams
After Sale System Support

Systems offered are; 
Selective Pallet Rack
Push-Back & Drive-In
Pallet Flow & Carton Flow
Multi-Level Pick Modules
Rack Supported Building
Automated Storage & Retrieval Systems
Deep Lane Pallet Mole Shuttle. 

For more information, visit www.frazier.com 
or call (800) 614-4162.
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In addition to its industrial sector work, the company also provides 
turnkey construction services for commercial, offi  ce and retail 
projects. “We have experienced steady growth due to a reputation 
for quality, cost effi  ciency, aggressive construction delivery and 
customer service,” the company says. “Having constructed millions 
of square feet of new facilities across the United States, Victory 

Unlimited Construction provides high-quality buildings that meet 
economic and operational needs. “
 The company tailors its services to meet specifi c client needs. “Our 
client commitment is unsurpassed and is a critical element to our 
success,” the company says. “More than 85 percent of our work comes 
to us from past clients.”

A Strong Foundation
The Richland facility will add more than 40 million cubic feet of cold 
storage capacity to Preferred Freezer Services’ expanding footprint.  
Founded in 1989, the Chatham, N.J.-based company has expanded 
from operating a single warehouse to becoming one of the world’s 
largest public refrigerated warehousing companies, with 35 facilities 
across the United States and three more in development. 
 The company’s facilities are located in New York, New Jersey, Cali-
fornia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Texas 
and Virginia.  “Many of our cold storage warehouse facilities are in 
close proximity to major ports throughout the U.S., allowing easy 
access to major highways that decrease transit time considerably,” 
the company says.
 All of the company’s facilities are designed and equipped with 
“the newest, state-of-the-art refrigeration components,” it says. All 
locations have redundancy in key refrigeration components and 
emergency on-site generators which can operate the entire facility at 
100 percent of its operations. 
 “Via utilization of optimal temperature control and system reli-
ability, our customers can be assured of effi  cient, safe, and redun-
dant refrigeration,” the company adds. “In addition, our customers 
will know that their products will maintain superior product quality 
through the distribution process, as well as the company’s ability to 
sustain operations and services through power outages.”
 Preferred Freezer Services also uses the most up-to-date material 
handling equipment in its operations. “Our equipment is AC pow-
er-driven turret trucks that operate in a very narrow aisle (VNA) 

 The 455,000-square-foot 
facility will contain three 

freezer facilities.
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environment, are overhead rail-guided, 
and have man-up order picking,” the 
company says. “The enclosed heated 
cabs provide operator comfort, ensuring 
improved operator performance in the 
subzero-degree environment.”
 Like the Richland facility, the company’s 
other recently completed warehouses use 
automated cranes within the freezers. “This 
automation requires no labor within the 
freezer and uses a camera to provide precise 
clarifi cation of inventory,” Preferred Freezer 
services says. “These features make the 
product selection process more accurate and 
performance more consistent.”
 All of Preferred Freezer Systems’ facilities 
are fully racked with a single deep VNA 
layout. “This provides for improved perfor-
mance, effi  ciency, better product storage, 
and overall facility safety and housekeep-
ing,” the company notes. “The benefi ts to 
our customers include a faster and more 
accurate selection process and less damage 
to product inventory, while also providing 
superior service levels.”

In addition to its 35 facilities in the United 
States, Preferred Freezer Services maintains 
an international presence, with several cold 
storage warehouses in Asia.  
 “As our growth continues, we shall build 
on this foundation – constructing superior 
facilities, utilizing leading-edge technol-
ogies and hiring outstanding people with 
the talent and drive to perform,” Preferred 
Freezer Systems adds. 

Uni-Temp Refrigeration, Inc.     Uni-Temp 
Refrigeration, Inc. is proud to have the opportu-
nity to once again work alongside Victory Un-
limited to successfully complete this facility. The 
teamwork that has been demonstrated from 
the project design phase to project installation 
has been exemplary. It is a great source of pride 
for the employees of Uni-Temp Refrigeration, 
Inc. to be associated with Victory Unlimited 
on the Richland, Wash. project as it will be a 
standing example of our collaboration. 

Satisfi ed Clients

Victory Unlimited Construction has completed projects for a number of high-profi le clients, 
including:

• Tommy Hilfi ger

• Firestone Building Products

• UPS Logistics

• Keystone Property Trust

• General Motors/Allison Transmission

• Pepsi

• Verizon

• Home Depot

• Trammel Crow

• Barnes & Noble

• Ford

• Ashley Furniture

• American Hotel Registry

• Sara Lee
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