
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NO. 3 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
We’ve been busy since you last heard from us, 

way back in May when lockdown had just 

ended. Covid-19 is still a daily reality, but life for 

most of us has become more or less normal 

again, albeit from behind face masks when 

required. We certainly all know now what a QR 

code is! 

Queen’s Birthday weekend, blessed with fine 

weather, prompted 81 people to join us for 5 

tours.  We were delighted to host so many, and 

to assist others who were looking for family 

plots, or find their way around the cemetery 

from our HQ in the Shelter. We have now 

settled on a regular open day each month – the 

first Sunday – so that’s where you’ll find us each 

month, between 10.30am and 2.30pm. 

Our enthusiastic Committee has been keeping 

busy – as key stakeholders the Friends have 

provided significant input to the current review 

of the Cemetery’s Management Plan, the first 

draft of which should be available shortly. We 

also hosted a well-attended public meeting on 

the subject, with representatives from 

local/associated organisations making very 

useful contributions.  

We’ve also supported the Council sponsored 

Buggy Walk when they hosted their August 

meeting at the cemetery; initiated tours for 

schoolchildren during the school holidays; been 

busy researching new tours, some of which will 

be launched in the next few months; assisted 

the Sisters of Compassion to identify burials in 

their first small plot near their main plot; 

researched the history of a major wooden 

artefact in the first Catholic section, and made 

arrangements for its restoration and 

reinstatement; and a myriad of other smaller 

scale activities. 

Cemetery management have recently organised 

a thorough cleaning of the interior of the 

Shelter, are arranging for us to have direct 

access to the Shelter, and to provide a shed for 

storage of working bee and other equipment 

somewhere nearby. All of these are valuable 

contributions to our work and activities 

programme, and we appreciate this support.  

We are currently considering various options 

and ideas for restoration of some features of the 

Shelter, and how best to create an 

Information/Visitor Centre as a focal point for 

the cemetery visitor. We look forward to sharing 

these ideas when they become plans.  

 



 

 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES SEPTEMBER 
2020 – APRIL 2021. 
We have a lot of activities planned for the next 
eight months: 
19 September (Saturday) Suffrage Day tour 
30 September - School holidays tour 
4 October MEMBERS ONLY DAY 
7 October School holidays tour 
26 October – 1 November – Wellington Heritage 
Week (refer separate programme) 
11 November – Armistice Day presentation, 
Services section 
21 November – International Children’s Day – 
children’s activity 
22 November – 1918 influenza epidemic tours 
6 December – Premiers & Prime Ministers Tour 
with Emeritus Professor Nigel Roberts 
31 December – Tangiwai tour 
25 January – Wellington Anniversary – Early 
Settlers tour 
6/7 February – Waitangi Day – new tour to be 
launched 
17 March – St Patrick’s Day – Catholic tour 
25/26 April – ANZAC Day – presentation in the 
Services section 
As if that isn’t enough to keep us busy, and to 

pique your interest, we also plan to be at the 

Shelter every day during the Xmas/New Year 

break (27 Dec – 3 Jan) and offer a variety of 

tours throughout.  

Note the dates in your diary now! 

TOUR BOOKINGS 
We now have a dedicated email address for 
management of bookings for tours: 
friendsofkaroricemeterytours@gmail.com 
If you want to make a booking please use that 
address. However, our main email address is 
also available and and your request for bookings 
or information about tours will be forwarded 
promptly 
. 

WEBSITE 
Our website is still a work in progress, but will 
soon become a key platform for finding out 
about us and our activities, plans and scheduled 
events.  
http://friendsofkaroricemetery.co.nz/ 
 

WORKING BEES. 

We are currently sorting out a programme of 
working bees for the next few months and will 
advise you of this programme very soon. These 
will assist with the delivery of tours by focussing 
on the plots where we feature those buried and 
where their headstones are currently 
unreadable, are obscured by vegetation, or just 
need a general tidy up. Anyone is welcome to 
come along to a working bee, and the more 
hands doing the work the better the outcome. 
 

GRAVES OF NOTE AND HERITAGE 
WALKS.  
We’re busy compiling a list of graves of note, 
remarkable for their occupant(s), or their design, 
or their significance in the development of the 
cemetery. Heritage tours which will be self-
guided are also being developed, to 
complement our tours programme. 
 

WARRIORS WALK.  
Work has also begun on revising the current 
Warrior’s Walk, details of which are available on 
the WCC cemetery website. The revision, which 
could take up to five years, will expand both the 
range and the distribution of suitable subjects 
across the whole cemetery.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Thank you to those who have become paid-up 
members of the Friends of Karori Cemetery. 
If you are able to join us and benefit from 
membership, the membership fee information 
and bank account details are:  
Membership fee April 2020 - March 2021 

Individual membership  $25 

Family membership*  $35 

Corporate membership  $100 

*(2 or more people at the same address) 

Bank account details: 

ANZ Friends of Karori Cemetery Incorporated 01-

0530-0497966-00. Reference FOKC 

Please use your surname as your reference 
 

Donations. We are now a registered charity so 

donations of $5+ can be claimed in your tax 

return. Our registration number is CC57987.  
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WHY JOIN THE FRIENDS? 
*Your subscription will contribute to work of the 

Friends in conserving and preserving heritage 

features of Karori Cemetery 

*There will be Members only tours to parts 
of the cemetery not normally included in public 
tours 

*You will receive regular newsletters about 
activities and programmes, and developments in 
the cemetery 

*You will have the opportunity to assist in a 
variety of ways with promoting the cemetery 
and its heritage aspects (tours), in working bees, 
undertaking genealogical and other research. 

*You will learn more about Wellington’s 
largest heritage site and it’s 85,000+ occupants. 

 
 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR INTEREST IN  
* Assisting with the protection and 
refurbishment of the Cemetery's heritage 
buildings 
*Assisting with grave finding and the 
exploitation of GPS technologies to improve 
visitor experience  
*Taking part in working or gardening bees 
*Becoming a tour guide or assisting research for 
new tours  

 
Not everyone who is a supporter lives locally 
and/or can participate in activities in the 
cemetery, so there are a number of other ways 
in which you can engage with us: 
*Undertaking genealogical research  
*Writing or editing stories about people of 
interest in the cemetery 
*Designing and assisting with layout of materials 
used in displays, publications, brochures, etc. 
* Writing and/or editing and laying out a regular 

newsletter 

* Website development and management 

Contact us by email to offer to participate in any 
of the above activities: 
friendskaroricemetery@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofkaroricem
etery/ 
Our Facebook page continues to be the main 
platform for information about our activities and 

events. We now have 360+ people who have 
“liked” us, and more than 400 followers, and 
numbers are climbing steadily. In the last 28 
days our posts have “reached” 8,459 people, 
and 2,363 have “engaged” with our posts.  
 
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofkaroricem
etery/ 
 
 
 
With best regards to all our supporters and 
members 
 
Richard Bentley 
richardj.bentley@xtra.co.nz 
Barbara Mulligan 
friendskaroricemetery@gmail.com 
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