
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NO. 4 
NOVEMBER 2020 

 
Our busy programme of activities continues, 

with tours, the Shelter has become established 

as our HQ, and research into graves of note has 

been burgeoning. We’ve enjoyed Wellington 

Heritage Week, been very active on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages, held a 

Member’s Only day on 4 October, and we’ve 

had another very useful working bee. 

MEMBER’S ONLY DAY 

We were delighted 16 members were able to 

join us on Sunday 4 October. Fortunately, the 

weather was kind, so our update and report on 

activities was held in the sunshine as we stood 

around the Shelter waiting for cemetery staff to 

open the Small Chapel, which we had asked to 

have available. Richard then took us on a most 

interesting tour around the oldest Public 

section, where many people significant in the 

development of Wellington city, and in many 

cases, the whole country, are buried. Back at the 

Shelter there was time to chat over some home 

baking and tea/coffee. We’re looking forward to 

scheduling another Member’s Only session 

some time in the next few months – a date early 

next year will be arranged. 

Meantime we’re pleased to report our 

membership numbers are slowly but steadily 

increasing, and we’ve had enquiries about 

membership from people who don’t live in the 

Wellington region, but have a connection to 

Karori Cemetery. 

WORKING BEE 

We were further delighted with the turnout of 

volunteers on Sunday 18 October for a working 

bee – about 16 people, plus Committee, worked 

for 2 hours cleaning headstones so inscriptions 

could be read and symbols viewed, as well as 

removing debris and weeds on graves 

themselves. The rain held off until we were 

almost finished and it was inspiring to see some 

people continuing their efforts regardless of the 

conditions. This working bee prepared selected 

plots scheduled to feature the following week 

during Wellington Heritage Week – the new tour 

of the First Catholics, and the children’s activity 

in Public 1. 

The next working bee is scheduled for Sunday 

15 November, to clear pathways in Gum Gully 

prior to 1918 influenza tours the following 

weekend. A separate notice will be emailed 

shortly with the details. 

WELLINGTON HERITAGE WEEK 

This annual fixture in the Wellington events 

calendar has now become very popular with 

more and more activities and events throughout 

the week on offer. It starts on Labour Day 

Monday and concludes the following Sunday. 



 

 

There are more promotional opportunities than 

we normally use in the lead up to and during the 

week, and being seen to be an active participant 

gives us profile. 

This year we used it as an opportunity to launch 

two new tours, and an activity for children. Off 

the Beaten Track, developed and led by our 

Treasurer Kieran Williams, takes participants 

beyond the oldest parts of the cemetery, and 

includes a stroll through Gum Gully, along the 

“secret” path beside the waterfall, and includes 

parts of the Anglican areas not otherwise 

included in tours. About 30 people joined Kieran 

on the two occasions when this tour was 

offered. 

Committee member Roger Swanson researched 

and developed a tour in the First Catholics area, 

which was launched on Sunday 1 November, All 

Saints Day. This tour provides a wonderful 

opportunity to visit the earliest graves for 

Catholic Orders at Karori – Marists, Sisters of 

Mercy, and Sisters of Compassion – as well as 

the Terrace gaoler, an adventurer who fought in 

the American Civil War, and the family who 

owned Homewood, the British High 

Commissioner’s residence, for 75 years.  

Feedback about both tours has been 

overwhelmingly positive, and we are currently 

working out when to schedule them again in our 

forward programme. Congratulations to both 

Kieran and Roger. 

The activity for children was also a success – 18 

children, plus up to two adults in each party, 

found marked plots and answered questions 

such as someone’s birthplace, time spent as a 

widow, or a specific date of death. For the 5-

year olds, a couple of drawings of headstones 

were included. Each child then got a reward – a 

couple of lollies and stamp on their answer 

sheet and/or hand. Again, feedback was 

positive, and the activity will be repeated from 

time to time.  

 

 

MARKETING AND PROMOTION 

As we develop our portfolio of activities, we 

need to have a coherent and comprehensive 

approach to marketing and promotion. 

Currently we rely on Facebook posts, which 

doesn’t suit all our supporters or the wider 

public so work is being done to identify, codify 

and develop other platforms and mechanisms. If 

anyone has expertise in this area, we’d be 

delighted to hear from you. 

A good way of promoting the cemetery is 

speaking to groups such as Probus, or walking, 

gardening or other interest groups. If you belong 

to a group who would like to hear more about 

Karori Cemetery, please tell them we can 

provide an entertaining and informative 

speaker. 

WCC 

The draft of the Management Plan for Karori & 

Makara cemeteries has just been released and is 

available at https://wellington.govt.nz/have-

your-say/consultations   

We are course considering it with great interest 

and will provide feedback before public 

consultation closes on 12 December. 

Cemetery management has continued to 

support our activities by opening the Shelter, 

and occasionally the Small Chapel, and are also 

trying to separate the Shelter from the main 

security system so that it can be made available 

to us without staff having to turn off the alarms 

each time we want access. Resolving this would 

be an advantage for us as we can then use it as 

and when we want, and to management as they 

will no longer have to deploy staff during 

weekends.  

Management has also ordered a storage shed 

which will be placed behind the workshop and 

will be used for all our working bee tools and 

equipment which currently occupy the floor of 

the Shelter. We look forward to the shed’s 

arrival and installation, and appreciate 

management’s support on this matter. 

https://wellington.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultations
https://wellington.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultations


 

 

A draft proposal for restoration of some 

heritage features of the Shelter have been 

submitted to the WCC, and are under 

consideration.  This draft proposal includes 

installation of TV screens for slideshows within 

the Shelter, and for the installation of 

information panels around the outside. 

Discussions are continuing. 

HERITAGE ARTEFACT RESTORATION 

In line with our primary aim of maintaining and 

restoring heritage features of the cemetery we 

have recently been working with the WCC Public 

Art and Memorials Specialist about restoration 

of a large wooden cross in the first Catholic area. 

Our research indicates this cross was erected by 

the Catholic church in 1892, positioned at the 

top of the rise behind the Shelter, adjacent to 

the Marists. It toppled within the last five years 

and though intact some decorative pieces have 

fallen off. An approach to the Archdiocese for 

restoration funds has been made and 

negotiations on the subject are continuing.  

 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

NOVEMBER 2020 – APRIL 2021. 

We have a lot of activities planned for the next 
four months: 
11 November – Armistice Day presentation, 
Services section (free) 
15 November – working bee 
22 November – 1918 influenza epidemic tours 
6 December – Premiers & Prime Ministers Tour 
with Emeritus Professor Nigel Roberts 
31 December – Tangiwai tour 
25 January – Wellington Anniversary – Early 
Settlers tour 
17 March – St Patrick’s Day – Catholic tour 
25/26 April – ANZAC Day – presentation in the 
Services section. 
We also plan to be at the Shelter some days 

during the Xmas/New Year break (27 Dec – 3 

Jan) and will offer a variety of tours throughout.  

Note the dates in your diary now! 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Thank you to those who have become paid-up 
members of the Friends of Karori Cemetery. 
If you are able to join us and benefit from 
membership, the membership fee information 
and bank account details are:  
Membership fee April 2020 - March 2021 

Individual membership  $25 

Family membership*  $35 

Corporate membership  $100 

*(2 or more people at the same address) 

Bank account details: 

ANZ Friends of Karori Cemetery Incorporated 01-

0530-0497966-00. Reference FOKC 

Please use your surname as your reference 
 

Donations. We are now a registered charity so 

donations of $5+ can be claimed in your tax 

return. Our registration number is CC57987.  
 

 WHY JOIN THE FRIENDS? 
*Your subscription will contribute to work of the 

Friends in conserving and preserving heritage 

features of Karori Cemetery 

*There will be Members only tours to parts 
of the cemetery not normally included in public 
tours 

*You will receive regular newsletters about 
activities and programmes, and developments in 
the cemetery 

*You will have the opportunity to assist in a 
variety of ways with promoting the cemetery 
and its heritage aspects (tours), in working bees, 
undertaking genealogical and other research. 



 

 

*You will learn more about Wellington’s 
largest heritage site and it’s 85,000+ occupants. 

 
 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR INTEREST IN  
* Assisting with the protection and 
refurbishment of the Cemetery's heritage 
buildings 
*Assisting with grave finding and the 
exploitation of GPS technologies to improve 
visitor experience  
*Taking part in working or gardening bees 
*Becoming a tour guide or assisting research for 
new tours  

 
Not everyone who is a supporter lives locally 
and/or can participate in activities in the 
cemetery, so there are a number of other ways 
in which you can engage with us: 
*Undertaking genealogical research  
*Writing or editing stories about people of 
interest in the cemetery 
*Designing and assisting with layout of materials 
used in displays, publications, brochures, etc. 
* Writing and/or editing and laying out a regular 

newsletter 

* Website development and management 

Contact us by email to offer to participate in any 
of the above activities: 
friendskaroricemetery@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
With best regards to all our supporters and 
members 
 
Richard Bentley 
richardj.bentley@xtra.co.nz 
Barbara Mulligan 
friendskaroricemetery@gmail.com 
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