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TWO DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
On Thursday 30 January, starting at 
7.30pm we are holding a public meeting 
to formalize procedures for setting up 
the Friends of Karori Cemetery as an 
incorporated society. Please do come 
along to hear about our activities so far, 
and plans for the group. The meeting 
venue is the Karori Recreation Centre, 
which is behind the Karori Library. There 
is plenty of parking available; carpark 
entrance off Beauchamp Street. Do 
come along, contribute to the 
discussion, and sign up for the privilege 
of becoming a foundation member!  
 
In preparation for the meeting, please 
take a look at the attached draft 
Constitution, which sets out the 
purposes of the Friends and describes 
the sort of programmes the Friends 
envisages undertaking. It also includes 
rules for the conducting the annual 
meeting and the election of the officers 
and the committee who will manage the 
Society, as well as  procedures regarding 
the setting of membership fees at the 
annual meeting, the delegation of 
control of expenditures and the regular 
reporting to members of the financial 
position of the Society.   
 
The pivotal relationship with the WCC is 
noted, and to that end, though not 
referred to directly in the constitution, 
the Society is in the process of agreeing 
a memorandum of understanding with 

the WCC that will provide a framework 
for the Societies activities within the 
Cemetery and protection for members 
of the Society undertaking activities 
within the Cemetery.  This recognises 
that the Cemetery is a busy WCC 
operation where WCC HSE rules apply 
and well-established practices are in 
place to maintain compliance. 
 

WORKING BEE 
The other date to note is  
Sunday 2 February, 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
when there will be a working bee in the 
cemetery. The work programme will focus 
on a number of plots which have interesting 
wooden grave markers and/or 
railings/surrounds which need to be cleared 
of weeds and soil so the wood can dry out 
and be readied for some heritage 
conservation work. Karl Noldan, WCC’s 
Public Art & Memorials Specialist,  
has been supporting the Friends with advice 
and guidance as to how this work assists  
with conservation of these important 
heritage features. 
 

XMAS/NEW YEAR IN THE CEMETERY 
As predicted, there was lots of traffic, on 
foot and by vehicle, around the cemetery 
throughout the Xmas/New Year period, 
especially on warm sunny days! Members of 
the Friends Working Group had arranged to 
be available at The Shelter for a few hours 
most days and answered queries, provided 
direction and plot finding guidance and 
promoted the Friends and its proposed 



activities. Engagement with passersby was 
always positive, many more names have 
been added to our supporters database, and 
we assisted numerous people find their 
family plots. At the same time, traffic on the 
Facebook page increased, and Instagram 
photos viewings also increased. 
 
Our thanks are extended to cemetery 
management and grounds staff who made 
sure the Shelter was unlocked every day as 
per our request. 
 
Thanks also to Karori Historical Society who 
provided some equipment for The Shelter 
and its promotion, and who were also able 
to sell some of their books. 
 

THE SHELTER 
After some research we have confirmed that 
the heritage structure known most recently 
as the Mortuary Chapel has in fact never 
been a chapel, and since construction in 
1891 its purpose has always been to provide 
a shelter for a coffin and/or mourners. 
Friends have therefore decided to start 
calling the building The Shelter, to more 
appropriately reflect its function and 
purpose. 
 

 
Cemetery staff have recently installed a post 
outside the Shelter and attached an outdoor 
brochure holder. 

 

CEMETERY TOURS 
Cemetery tours proceeded as planned and 
once again fine weather ensured those who 
came along were able to enjoy the 
experience. Nearly 70 people now know 
more about the history of the cemetery, 
some of its operations, its many heritage 
aspects, and many stories from behind the 
headstones. The tours are scheduled to 
continue until 19 February, and are being 
conducted by Karori Cemetery Tour on 
behalf of the Friends. 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Our photographic contributors have been 
posting regularly to both Facebook and 
Instagram, and the response has been very 
positive. Numbers of “Likes” continue to 
rise, and the Facebook page “reach” has also 
increased dramatically. Regular posts on 
Facebook are also keeping people informed 
about tours, and for many, this information 
source is encouraging them to join a tour. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofkaroricem
etery/ 
You don’t have to have your own Facebook 
page, so go online, take a look, and “Like” us. 
 
There are also some fabulous photos on 
Instagram and many more can be uploaded 
at any time 
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofkaroricem
etery/ 
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