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IRWA BADGER CHAPTER 17 – 1st Quarter Executive Board Meeting
September 24, 2020, 3:30 P.M.
Virtual Bluejeans Meeting
1) Call to Order
2) Officer’s Reports
a) Secretary – Minutes (Michelle Somers)
b) Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee (Ed Kunz)
c) President’s Report (Laura Humphrey)
(1) Not the same this year due to Covid-19: Virtual meetings and we will need to work
as a group to have a successful year
(2) Cancelled Fall Forum = will be virtual meeting
(a) Treasurer will be issuing refunds to sponsors and registrants
(3) Will be working with headquarters on updating
our bylaws so we have the ability to meet and vote electronically.
(4) Our chapter has qualified for the 5% growth incentive. Because our chapter
experienced more than 5% growth during the 2019-2020 fiscal year our chapter will
receive: 3 free IRWA memberships (must be used for the 2020-21 membership year)
and 1 free conference registration for the 2021 IRWA Educational Conference in
San Antonio, TX.
d) Past President’s Report (Nominations and Awards)
3) Industry Committees and CoP Reports
a) Asset Management - Open
b) Environment – Marian Barnes, SR/WA and Tierney Lalor
c) Legislation – JJ Rolling and Bob Trapp
d) Liaison – Nicole Smullen
e) Public Agencies – Jenny Frese
f) Relocation – Beth Smith, SR/WA
g) Survey and Engineering– Jacob Braun, WPS, ROW Agent
h) Transportation and Railroads – Norman Pawelczyk, SR/WA
i) Utilities, Pipelines, Oil & Gas – Doug Hartmann, SR/WA
j) Valuation– Corey Sell
4) Service Committee Reports
a) Education-Emily Iacchei, Michelle Somers, Kathy Curren
b) Meetings/Programs – Kyle Driscoll, Jenny Frese
c) Membership – Maria Koerner, SR/WA
d) Newsletter – Connie Franzen
e) Web Site – Marian Barnes
f) Professional Development – Doug Hartmann, SR/WA
5) Regional Report – Beth Smith
6) International Committee Reports
a) Jenny Frese, International Region 5 Rep. – Public Agency Committee
b) Corey Sell, International Region 5 Rep – Valuation Community of Practice
c) Dawn Neuy, International Region 5 Rep. – Utilities Committee
7) Other Business
8) Adjournment

Call to Order
Laura J. Humphrey called the meeting to order at _____.
Annual sponsors: Axley, WPS (We Energies), Ayres, and Coleman Engineering
Pledge of Allegiance
Kyle Driscoll to lead the pledge of allegiance.
Induction of New Members – Swearing in of new members will do this at our next in person meeting.
Professional Development Committee – Doug Hartmann
 Professional(s) of the Year
 Recognition of new certifications
Treasurer’s Report, Budget – Ed Kunz
President’s Report
 Not the same this year due to Covid-19: Virtual meetings and we will need to work as a group
to have a successful year.
 Cancelled Fall Forum = will be virtual meeting
o Ed Kunz, Treasurer will be issuing refunds to all the sponsors and registrants
 Will be working with headquarters on updating our bylaws so we have the ability to meet and
vote electronically.
 Our chapter has qualified for the 5% growth incentive. Because our chapter experienced
more than 5% growth during the 2019-2020 fiscal year our chapter will receive: 3 free IRWA
memberships (must be used for the 2020-21 membership year) and 1 free conference
registration for the 2021 IRWA Educational Conference in San Antonio, TX.
Other Chapter News/Announcements
 Education
 WisDOT?
 Litigation?
Meeting/Chapter Programs (Kyle Driscoll and Jenny Frese)
 December 10, 2020, General Membership Meeting, Madison. Come for the board meeting,
social and Course 603 on December 9, 2020. Do we want to be virtual the rest of this year
and have our first meeting in person in February?
 February 25, 2021, General Membership Meeting, Great Wolf Lodge, Wisconsin Dells.
Board meeting and social event on the 24th.
 Golf outing rescheduled May 2021
Thank you to annual sponsors: Axley, WPS (We Energies), Ayres, and Coleman Engineering
Meeting Adjourned at ______ by Laura J. Humphrey

Greetings everyone!
Are you so excited that I’m your Chapter President? I’m so excited to be your Chapter President. I want to
thank Craig Andersen for his great leadership and keeping us moving ahead during the COVID-19 pandemic.
I also want to thank Kyle Driscoll (President Elect), Michelle Somers (Secretary) and Ed Kunz (Treasurer) as
well as our entire executive board for all you do for our chapter! We are learning what the “new normal”
life is for each of us. Due to uncertain times, our annual golf outing at the Western Lakes Golf Club in
Pewaukee, WI is cancelled. The Region 5 Fall Forum in Green Bay on October 24, 2020 is also cancelled.
I grew up on a dairy farm in Strum, Wisconsin (20 minutes South of Eau Claire) milking Holsteins before
cheerleading at basketball games. My parents encouraged us to get an education as dairy farming is a hard
life and didn’t wish it on us. I have three sisters and three brothers so there is still never a dull moment
when we have our family get togethers. My two sons: Sebastian (12) & Jasper (7) have 23 cousins and 4
great cousins.
I graduated from Eleva-Strum High School in 2004 and married my high school sweetheart, Isaiah, in 2005. I
started my right of way journey in the fall of 2005 when I completed my college internship with Right of
Way Professionals, Inc. f/k/a Timbers-Selissen Land Specialists, Inc. I remember being so nervous for my
interview as I have never heard of right of way. In December of 2005, I graduated from Chippewa Valley
Technical College with my Administrative Assistant Associates degree. I started full time after graduation
assisting lead agents in our company on projects. I spent a lot of time researching land records at the
Adams County Register of Deeds office. Title work is an important key to how you need to acquire a
property.
In 2006 I became a member of our IRWA chapter. I remember the night before, we were told as new
members you have to speak in front of everyone and tell the chapter about yourself. Ashley Seibel & I were
both freaking out as we were terrified to speak in front of people. We practiced in our room and at the end
of the night we were almost in tears so worried about what we had to say in the morning. Then was told
we really don’t do that. What a relief! Now 15 years later, I’m still here and absolutely love being a
negotiator. I love traveling our beautiful state of Wisconsin and meeting with property owners. It may be
the same process, but it’s our landowners and projects that make each acquisition unique. I’ve taken
several IRWA classes to obtain my SR/WA designation in 2017. If you don’t have your SR/WA designation, I
would encourage you to go for it! Believe in yourself and don’t be afraid to ask for guidance along the way.
Over the years our quarterly meetings have really turned into family reunions. We are so blessed to have
such amazing members in our chapter. I would encourage you if you haven’t seen someone attend our
quarterly meeting to reach out to them and tell them we miss them and would love to see their face at our
next meeting!
I want to extend a huge appreciation and a BIG thank you to each member who has completed the officer
chairs as before going through them myself I didn’t realize how much behind the scenes there is to have
successful chapter meetings. Hats off to each of you! I also want to especially thank my boss, Dave Selissen,
for always believing in me since day one and supporting me while going through these chairs. You’re the
best!
I hope everyone stays healthy and safe. Remember we are all in this together and we will get through this.
Sincerely,
Laura J. Humphrey, SR/WA, Chapter 17 President

IRWA BADGER CHAPTER 17 – 3rd Quarter Executive Board Meeting
March 4th, 2020, 4:30 P.M.
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, Appleton, WI
Call to Order – 4:30 P.M.
1) Officer’s Reports
a) Secretary report – Kyle Driscoll
 Minutes from December were approved and can be found on the website.
b) President’s report – Craig Anderson
 Connie did a great job with the newsletter
 Arlene’s last meeting as she will be retiring
 Tryng to find new nametags, the only bid Craig found was over $6 a piece and decided getting
new names tags was not feasible
 Craig is still working on getting a link for online store to add to website
 Craig led a discussion regarding auction items and gift bags for Region 5 Forum
 Board has decided not to prepare gift bags for Forum
 Beth last meeting as region president – Laura will discuss options with venue
 Received $7,500 in donations/sponsorships for Forum
 Education foundation want region to sponsor $5,000 for Monday Night Event at the annual
conference. Chapter 17 would be responsible for $625. Board agreed to contribute the $625.
 Board decided to send 10 people @ $400 per person to National Conference.
c) Past President’s Report (Nominations and Awards) – Marian Barnes
 No report
d) Treasurer’s report/Finance Committee
 Checking Account Balance as of 02/26/2020 is $18,077.35
 Positive Change of $8,092.54
 Money Market Account Balance as of 2/26/2020 is $16,643.47
 Interest accrued $2.26
 Do have a square account now with two square readers
2) Industry Committees and CoP Reports
a) Asset Management – Tonya volunteered to head the committee
b) Environment – Marian Barnes, SR/WA and Tierney Lalor – No report
c) Legislation – JJ Rolling and Bob Trapp – NO report
d) Liaison – Nicole Smullen – No Report
e) Public Agencies – Jenny Frese – No report
f) Relocation – Beth Smith, SR/WA – No report
g) Survey and Engineering – Jacob Braun, WPS, ROW Agent – NE Chapter of Wisconsin Society of
Surveyors is hosting a Title Insurance seminar. Marian will put in on the website
h) Transportation and Railroads – Norman Pawelczyk, SR/WA
 Updating Federal Code, comment window is open. Will be next February before they issue
a draft.
 WisDOT – is putting on 4, 2-hour webcast on several topics. Norm is going to provide
advertisement for meeting.
 Solicitation for Master Contract Appraisal Services
(1) Please check the WisDOT website in the “Doing Business” area for the upcoming
Solicitations for Appraisal Services early 2020.
i) Utilities, Pipelines, Oil & Gas – Doug – At International level, going to have a meeting next week.
Lots of renewable project being completed a crossed the state and country.
j) Valuation– Corey Sells – No Report

3) Service Committee Reports
a) Education - Emily Iacchei, Michelle Somers, Kathy Curren
 Thank you to Fred for instructing Course 901 and 902. Course 901 had 18 Registrants; profit of
$1,400. Course 902 had 21 Registrants and a profit of $1,800.
 Thank you to John for instructing USPP; there were 16 registrants. Profits - $500
 Course 604 in April there are 23 registrants already and projected profits are $2,700
 SR/WA Study Session will be held in May 11th – 13th, 2020. Bill Bush is instructing. Currently
have about 6 members that need it so looking to at a loss of about $1,100 to $1,200. Looking to
increase course fee $100 to offset loss. If increase loss would be around $500.
 See website for 2020 class schedule.
b) Meetings/Programs – Laura Humphrey, Jenny Frese
 Discussed tomorrows programs
 Laura is bringing back the end of the day raffle to encourage people to stay for afternoon.
 May 14th – 3 of 4 presenters confirmed.
 Discussed having social at bowling alley and having a fund raiser for June.
 After May will be passing
 Tomorrow have about 40 attended. May be operating at a slight lose.
 Regarding Forum, only 25 people have registered but all rooms are booked.
Lodge Kohler hotel has increase room block and recommended several other hotels.
 Discussed with the group regarding where to hold the golf outing this year.
c) Membership – Arlene Buttke, SR/WA
 Total Members According to IRWA Roster as of March 2020 is 185
 Steven Kimble’s memberships application was approved by the board
 Three members will be inducted at general meeting
 Arlene gave Craig the remaining lanyards. They have been around for 8 years, but the chapter
is almost out.
 As of April 3rd, Arlene is retiring, and Maria will be taking over.
d) Newsletter – Michelle Somers, Connie Franzen
 Newsletter has submitted for Newsletter of Year
 Newsletter continues with 3 annual sponsors: Coleman Engineering, We Energies, and
Axley Brynelson.
 New Newsletter Editor as of January 2020 is Connie Franzen, Ayres.
E-mail: connie.franzen@wisconsinpublicservice.com
e) Web Site – Marian Barnes
 Submitted for Web Site of the Year
 Have added a page for Jobs
 Need a short video for website. Will look for volunteers at general meeting.
f) Professional Development – Doug Hartman
 Doug congratulations to Julie K. Hanson, SR/WA who recently obtained her recertification.
 Congratulations to Jessica A. Sandry for Dairyland Power Cooperative and Deanna L. Drum from
We Energies who both submitted their completion applications for SR/WA.
4) Regional Report – Beth Smith – No Report
5) International Committee Reports
a) Public Agency Committee - Jenny Frese, International Region 5 Rep. – No report
b) Valuation Community of Practice - Corey Sell, International Region 5 Rep – presented 3 goals:
 1st Goal – 3-hour seminar based on the new Corridor book
 2nd Goal – Update all of the 400 level courses
 3rd Goal – gather ideas regarding how to promote SR/WA and RW-A/C
c) Utilities Committee - Dawn Neuy, International Region 5 Rep. – No report
6) Other Business
Respectfully Submitted,
1)Had discussion of breakout sessions
7) Adjournment
a) 5:45pm

Kyle N. Driscoll, MAI, Secretary

IRWA BADGER CHAPTER 17
IRWA BADGER CHAPTER 17 – 3rd Quarter General Meeting Minutes
March 4th, 2020, 4:30 P.M.
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, Appleton, WI
President Craig Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. President Anderson thanked our sponsors.
Sponsors included Axley Brynelson, Compass, WPS (We Energies), Ayres Associates and Coalman Engineering.
President-Elect Laura J. Humphrey, SR/WA led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Induction of New Members:
Arlene Buttke SR/WA, Membership Chair introduced the following new member:
 Andrea Windham, Wisconsin Public Service
President-Elect Laura J. Humphrey, SR/WA swore in the new member.
Professional Development Report:
Barb recognized Julie K. Hanson, SR/WA who recently obtained her recertification. Additionally, Barb recognized
Jessica A. Sandry for Dairyland Power Cooperative and Deanna L. Drum from We Energies who both submitted their
completion applications for SR/WA.
The sign-in sheet is now on the website and is your responsibility to download for recertification process.
Education Report:
Michelle Sommers reported:
 Thank you to Fred for instructing Course 901 and 902. Course 901 had 18 Registrants; profit of $1,400. Course 902
had 21 Registrants and a profit of $1,800.
 Thank you to John for instructing USPP; there were 16 registrants. Profits - $500
 Course 604 in April there are 23 registrants already and projected profits are $2,700
 SR/WA Study Session will be held in May 11th – 13th, 2020. Bill Bush is instructing. Currently have about 6 members
that need it so looking to at a loss of about $1,100 to $1,200. Looking to increase course fee $100 to offset loss.
If increase loss would be around $500.
 See website for 2020 class schedule.
Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Michelle Sommers presented her financial report. As of Feb 26, 2020,
 Checking Account Balance is $18,077.35
 Money Market Account Balance is $16,643.47

President’s Report:
President Craig Anderson discussed the following topics:















Maria spoke regarding creating a video for the website and asked for volunteers to participate in the creation of it.
Craig announced to Chapter Arlene’s retirement and presented her with a retirement gift.
Need a new treasury, Craig asked for a volunteer to fill the position.
Thank you to Connie for taking over the newsletter, it turned out great.
Norm spoke regarding DOT training:
 Updating Federal Code, comment window is open. Will be next February before they issue a draft.
 WisDOT – is putting on 4, 2-hour webcast on several topics. Norm provided info regarding the sessions.
 Solicitation for Master Contract Appraisal Services:
o Please check the WisDOT website in the “Doing Business” area for the upcoming Solicitations
for Appraisal Services early 2020.
Spring Forum
 Thank Jenny for getting everything set-up.
 Had a great response regarding sponsors. Received $7,500 in donations/sponsorships.
Thank you to Marian for keeping on top of the website. She is modifying the website slightly to add a section
for job postings.
In May Chapter Executive board will be handing out annual awards to chapter member
Chapter will be providing $400 to the first 10 people that have a need for funds to attend the annual conference.
We Energies provided Polos to all annual conference attendees. Chapter will all be meeting for a group picture.
Trying to get a link to the Chapter “Online” store on website.

Meeting/Chapter Programs:
Laura J. Humphrey, SR/WA, summarized the presentations that to follow general meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am by President Craig Anderson
Respectfully submitted,

Kyle N. Driscoll, MAI, Secretary

Check out IRWA’s
Virtual Classroom
Program
Sign up today!
www.irwaonline.org

Let’s Get Virtual
Want to advertise in Right of Way
Magazine? For all inquiries, please
contact navales@irwaonline.org

Professional Development Committee is looking for input from our members:
ATTENTION BADGER CHAPTER 17 MEMBERS – As IRWA moves forward with credentialing they are taking a poll to
discover how many members are considering obtaining a designation (SR/WA, RWA, etc.) over the next
five (5) years. If you are contemplating this, please send an e-mail to barbtaves59@gmail.com as soon as possible.

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR
Fort Worth/Dallas
Chapter 36, Region 2

NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR
“Write Away CA”
Chapter 47, Region 1

EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR
LESS THAN 20 EMPLOYEES
United Power Inc., Chapter 6, Region 9
EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR
20 OR MORE EMPLOYEES
Pudet Sound Energy, Chapter 4, Region 7

YOUNG
PROFESSIONAL
OF THE YEAR

WEBSITE OF THE YEAR
Sacramento
Chapter 27, Region 1
GENE L. LAND AWARD
HIGHEST NUMERICAL GAIN
North Texas, Chapter 36, Region 2

EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR
GOVERNMENT
LA Metro, Chapter 1, Region 1

SARPA & CRWEF
SCHOLARSHIP

GENE L. LAND AWARD
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE GAIN
Saudia Arabia, Chapter 87

CRWEF SCHOLARSHIP

ROBERT W. “Will” SNIDER, RWA, R/W-AC

GAVIN HAMILTON

ABIGAIL BOWERING

WHY AN SR/WA DESIGNATION?
The Senior Right-of-Way Agent (SR/WA) designation is the most prestigious designation a member
can obtain within the International Right of Way Association (IRWA). It shows your commitment to
the organization but more importantly to obtaining the proper education to become an expert in
the field of right-of-way including negotiating, relocation, appraising, real estate law, engineering
and managing in the areas of highways, pipelines and transmission lines to name a few.
The SR/WA designation is not something that you can obtain through a college degree. It is a very
“unique” designation that requires many hours of commitment for both the student and his/her
company or employer, during the initial obtaining of the designation and maintaining it.
IRWA is working to find new ways to encourage and promote obtaining this designation and
having it become more recognized and accepted in our industries. The Professional Development
Committee for Badger Chapter 17 consists of three co-chairs, Barb Taves, SR/WA,
Doug Hartmann, SR/WA and Alyssa Britton, SR/WA. We have recently been challenged by Region 5
to see how many members in our Chapter are interested in obtaining the SR/WA designation and what the
pros and cons of obtaining it is. While the SR/WA designation is the highest designation that you can obtain,
we are also interested in hearing from anyone who holds any designations offered
through IRWA.
Is it the cost of classes? The cost of the designation? The number of classroom hours required? The years of
experience needed? Do you feel the industry does not recognize the designation and are not willing to
compensate more for having obtained this? Was obtaining the designation just too difficult to understand –
more specifically what courses you need to take? Was the time frame to obtain the designation
too short?
As the committee chairs, we are interested in hearing from each of you – whether you are seeking the SR/WA
designation, any of the other designation offered by IRWA or already have a designation or two but still feel
changes could be made to the process.
As a membership we can only grow and improve as professionals with your input and views.
Please send comments to: barbtaves59@gmail.com, douglas.hartmann@we-energies.com
or alyssa.britton@dairylandpower.com.
Respectfully submitted,
Barb Taves, SR/WA, Doug Hartmann, SR/WA and Alyssa Britton, SR/WA

“The first thing that comes to mind, for me.
is every time I would see Craig and would ask
him how he’s doing he’d say “extremely average”.
I bet after retirement he’ll say “extremely above average”!
We wish Craig nothing but the best!”
~Dave Selissen~

“I will forever remember the good times had with Craig.
From the international conference in Portland to the region
forum in Louisville to every chapter meeting. It has been an
absolute pleasure getting to know “extremely average”
Craig over the years. I wish him a very enjoyable retirement.
Cheers!”
~Ashley Seibel~

“Congratulations on your retirement! You'll
be missed. Best wishes on your next
adventure!”
~Kathy Rudolph~
“Craig - Enjoy retirement! We will miss
your dry sense of humor. ”
~Marian Barnes~
“Good luck to the most humorous Past
Chapter President that we have
had. Good luck in the future and keep the
jokes coming.”
~Barb Taves~

Course 431 Problems in the Valuation of Partial Acquisitions
VIRTUAL Class
September 23, 2020
Course 701 Property/Asset Management Leasing
Postponed until October 2021
Course 604 Environmental Due Diligence
VIRTUAL Class
October 23, 2020

