
 

 

Ofsted remote monitoring inspection 

March 4th 2021 
This was a monitoring inspection, carried out remotely. 
Two inspectors looked at evidence and spoke to a 
range of senior staff for a full day. Their conclusion was 
that Leaders and those responsible for governance 
are taking effective action to provide education in the 
current circumstances.   
As a monitoring inspection it did not provide a grade 
for the school. Nonetheless the report was very 
positive stating:- 

• Senior leaders have maintained a focus on 

developing the quality of education in spite of the 

pandemic. Parents and carers value the 

communication from the school about the 

curriculum.  

• Pupils follow their regular timetable at home and 

in school. They have a mixture of recorded and live 

lessons. Leaders monitor attendance to lessons. 

Leaders encourage and set expectations for 

vulnerable pupils to attend school. 

• Pupils in Year 11 have completed assessments and 

leaders plan opportunities to provide feedback in 

lessons. Year 11 pupils received appropriate advice 

and guidance to help them to plan their next steps. 

The university application process has continued 

remotely for students in Year 13.  

• The responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, 

Parent View, included 295 free text responses and 

95 staff questionnaires.   

• Pupils with SEND receive support both in and out 

of school. 

• The local governing body monitors progress 
closely on behalf of the trust board. Governors 
are increasingly proactive and strategic in their 
roles. They understand the priorities of the school 
and know the school well. They receive helpful 
information on curriculum developments in the 
school from leaders. Governors take part in 
planned training opportunities which match up 
with the needs of the school. 

• Leaders work with external partners and engage 
with current research to support curriculum 
developments. 

Inspectors identified one area for further 
development:- 

A whole-school reading strategy to encourage more 
pupils to read widely and often. 
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Safeguarding Training for Governors 

Contextual Safeguarding  
A group of governors attended training on March 18th 
on Contextual Safeguarding, also known as Extra 

Familial Harm, led by Miss Weston, our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. This was the same training package 
she had given to staff in school. All the wider 

contextual issues, out of school and in school, were 

discussed. Risks to students in a range of environments 
were explored and how those risks could be mitigated.  

Link Governor Reports  

Remote Learning 
 

Governors Lesley Hamill and Mike Hall met with Mrs 
Mersh Roberts, Assistant HT i/c Remote Learning, in 
February. They asked the following questions:- 

• What have been the main challenges of remote 

learning during lockdown? 

• How do you ensure students are engaging with 

remote learning? 

• How are more vulnerable students supported 

with remote learning?  

• Following the return to school, what will happen 

if students have to self isolate?  

• What are the main challenges which lie ahead?  

Governors emphasized in their report that staff are to 
be congratulated on how effectively they adapted to 
delivering remote learning. A lot of new skills had to 
be mastered and, consequently, there are many 
positive aspects to remote learning which will be used 
in the future.  

Careers Guidance 
Daniel Lynch is our link governor for Careers 
Guidance. He met with Mr Ward, Assistant HT with 
responsibility for this area, in March 2020. The 
following questions were asked:- 

• How is progress regarding meeting the Gatsby 

Benchmarks?  

• How is the Careers team managing the difficulties 

of remote learning?  What is going well and what 

could be improved upon? 

• How are vulnerable pupils being supported?  

• How are students in alternate provisions being 

supported with regards to Careers Guidance? 

Mr Lynch met with the pastoral and careers teams 
again in April 2021 and he will discuss progress with 
the Gatsby Benchmarks later in the summer term.  


