
 

Sermon-Based Small Groups

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)

Initiate and nurture a Growing Relationship with Christ

Get to know each other. Connect, warm up to each other, fellowship. Just arrive after a long week 
of all kind of things.  -  Ask: Who are you personally?  

——— 
Carry each others burdens. Share life’s challenges and practice Soul Care. Cry together. Support 
each other. Pray together. - Ask: How are you doing? 

——— 
Dive into God’s word to learn from each others insight. Encourage & challenge each other to a 
godly life. - Ask: What is God teaching us today? 

——— 

——— 
Know what's to do next, with the studies text, within the group, and in general. Have a mission for 
the week. - Ask: How do we apply what we have  learned? 

——— 
Celebrate life’s success and God’s provision. Worship God’s presence. Time to brag about God. - 
Ask: What has God done in our life that deserves praise? 

Connect

This outline includes the discussion prompts and the Bible text (backside) to the sermon with the respective title mentioned on the right 
side of this guide.  You can also find the sermon at www.manheimbic.org/sermons if you look for it by date (see upper right corner).
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Before you get into these Discussion Prompts, read the Bible text(s) on the back of this document. 

Discussion Prompts  
The wall is built and normalcy returns to the city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s task was done. Or was it? 
Pastor Bryce helped us see that Nehemiah and Ezra did have bigger goal in mind. Both of them had 
a heart for God and wanted the same for their people. Thats why they made sure that the people felt 
protected, heard the Word of God, and would celebrate understanding the Word of God.  

How can you do the same?  

Guard your Heart  

How do your guard your faith? Evaluate the following: What outside influences disturb or challenge 
your faith? What worries you? What distracts you? - How can you make sure that you stay on track? 
Nehemiah kept the city doors closed until noon. Do you have to keep your social media app closed 
until noon? What other thing(s) need to be “closed” for a set period of time? Guard your heart. 

Create a Hunger for God’s Word 

Bryce also showed us that being close to God’s Word will actually create a bigger hunger for His 
Word. We need to be intentional about your Bible time. In your group, share what you do in your time 
with God. What is your way of doing Bible time? 

Here are some conversation starters:  
- What time of the day is the best time for your to read the Bible? Can you make this a regular thing? 
- How do you read the Bible? How do you record your one-take-away? 
- How can journaling help with your Bible reading? How do others remember what they learned?  
- Do you share with others what you learned? How do you do it?   

Be religious about how you fill your Bible time and you will be rewarded beyond understanding. 

Let the Work of God touch you 

Reading through Nehemiah 8:1-12 you can see that the people were so touched that they actually 
started crying. When what was the last time you cried when reading the Bible? But then Nehemiah 
says, “Don’t cry. Instead celebrate because you understood the Word of God.” 

When was the last time you celebrated understanding something from God’s Word? Share your 
experience with the group? Now make plan for a little party. What would a party that celebrates God 
like that look like? What ingredients would you need? Who would you invite? Plan a party.  

Keeping the Word of God close is key to a good relationship with God! Be intentional about it.
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Nehemiah 8:1-12 (ESV) And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. 

And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded 

Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing 

the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 

women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of 

the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And 

beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, 

Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra 

opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all 

the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 

Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 

the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 

Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people 

remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the 

sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 

people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 

people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and 

drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. 

And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, 

saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and 

drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that 

were declared to them. 

Read & Observe what the Text says! 
Step 1:  Take a pen, or even coloring pencils, and actively read the Bible text. Underline important insights. Put a box around 

words that seem significant to you. Wave-underline where you have a question. Make connections of themes.  
Step 2:  Write in the margins or in the text, why you underlined, put a box, or what it is you think about the text.  
Step 3:  Sum up what you think is the key truth that can be learned from the text, the Gold Nugget. Write that nugget down 

on the bottom of this page.

B i b l e  Te x t  S t u d y

For questions, please contact the MBIC 
Faith Formation office:  

    Daniel Sick, 717-665-2133 (*202) 

    daniel@manheimbic.org
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