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ALLEN SUPERIOR COURT 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

 
 
Notice Regarding Remote and In-Person Trials / Hearings in 

the Small Claims Court  
December 19, 2020 (Updated January 26, 2021) 

 
On December 14, 2020, the Indiana Supreme Court issued an 
Administrative Order, which stated:  

 
The public health emergency continues. The threat of exposure 
from any in-court proceeding during these conditions, even 
when conducted under strict protocols, is high. And any 
exposures from such proceedings contribute to prolonging the 
emergency. So while the charge to carry on our full system of 
justice is clear and strong, we must all do our part, where and 
how we can, to slow the spread. We must take drastic 
measures we hoped would not be necessary.  

 
Consistent with that statement, the Allen Superior Court Civil Division now 
extends the timeline for the processes that were implemented in the Small 
Claims Court as set out in the Court's November 19, 2020 "Notice 
Regarding Remote and In-Person Trials / Hearings in the Small Claims 
Court." 
 
Small Claims Court Trials / Hearings:  Through at least April 30, 2021, the 
Court will remotely conduct all trials / hearings in the Small Claims Court, 
except as provided for emergency protection orders, and eviction cases as 
discussed below.  The Court will issue applicable specific orders for remote 
appearances and procedures in each individual case. 
 
Claims Calendar Hearings:  The Court will continue to handle claims 
calendar hearings according to the "Allen Superior Court Civil Division 
Collections Process Protocol," issued on June 18, 2020, and the "Notice 
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Regarding Claims Calendar Scheduling in the Small Claims Court," dated 
November 6, 2020. 
 
Eviction Claims Calendar Hearings:  Eviction proceedings scheduled on the 
claims calendar will continue to be conducted in the Small Claims Court 
building (Courthouse Annex) pursuant to the procedures outlined in the 
Court’s Memorandum dated September 28, 2020.  Eviction proceedings 
are conducted in the Small Claims Court building, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on selected dates, assigned by contacting 
the Small Claims scheduling staff.  The time periods are filled on a first 
come, first served basis.  Each attorney is limited to setting three (3) 
eviction cases per half hour in the time reserved.  The attorneys scheduled 
in any given half hour shall set up their operations in the claims calendar 
area.  All tenants who check in will be directed to sit in the claims calendar 
cubicles as well.  This will provide proper social distancing with the normal 
trial calendar, Clerk operations and Circuit Court operations in the building.   
 
Emergency Protection Orders:  The Small Claims Court will remain open to 
accept new petitions from individuals who are seeking Orders for Protection 
on an emergency basis.  However, the Court strongly encourages 
individuals who are seeking Orders for Protection to e-file those petitions, if 
possible.  Individuals can e-file those petitions at the Indiana Protection 
Order E-filing Service Provider: https://public.courts.in.gov/porefsp#/.  For 
all emergency in-person court appearances for individuals seeking Orders 
for Protections, the Court will adhere to strict social distancing standards. 

 
Further Modifications:  The Court will continue to review Small Claims 
Court processes during the Covid-19 pandemic, and will update the public 
and the bar when any changes are implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Issued by:  Allen Superior Court Civil Division Judges David J. Avery, 
Craig J. Bobay, Jennifer L. DeGroote, and Andrew S. Williams, and 
Magistrates Taylor A. Beaty, Brian D. Cook, and Michael T. Douglass.   

https://public.courts.in.gov/porefsp#/

	ALLEN SUPERIOR COURT
	Notice Regarding Remote and In-Person Trials / Hearings in the Small Claims Court
	December 19, 2020 (Updated January 26, 2021)

