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Crosswalks, crossguards, construction 
to create safe campus streets
LaTasha Miles
SPORTS EDITOR

The short-term changes in 
traffic routes and pedestrian 
flow in front of Winston- 
Salem State are causing some 
delays. But the adjustments 
will protect and provide long
term safety.

WSSU and the city of 
Winston-Salem went into dis
cussions 18 months ago about 
the dangers of crossing Martin 
Luther King Boulevard.

Therefore a plan to construct 
solid concrete m edian was 
implemented.

In addition to the median, 
the University has hired pri
vate security officers from G4S 
Wackenhut to assist with street 
crossings at the corner of MLK 
Boulevard and Stadium Drive. 
The security officers were 
requested M onday through 
Friday 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The m edian will extend 
from Reynolds Park Road at 
the intersection of the 
Anderson Center to Stadium 
Drive.

"The islands that are being 
b u ilt  in  tVie naiddle  of tVie street  

are designed to funnel the foot 
traffic to the crosswalks," 
Chancellor Reaves said.

"It's a way of making sure 
students cross at the lights," he

Oct. 3 - Nov. 13

said. "It's purely for safety."
Since 2001 approximately 

eight to 10 students have been 
hit by motor vehicles on MLK 
Boulevard along the campus's 
vicinity.

Stan Polanis, director of 
transportation for the city of 
Winston-Salem, said that a 
report was done in October 
2008, and the num ber of 
pedestrian accidents is even 
more staggering.

"We were really just looking 
at pedestrian accidents in that 
area, not all accidents," Polanis 
said.

"Between Jan. 1, 2007 and 
October 2008, we found four 
pedestrian vehicle accidents in 
that stretch of road."

With the changes in traffic 
patterns, such as a temporary 
one-lane road, safety is also 
being stressed during the con
struction.

"University officials wanted 
to provide an extra layer of 
protection for students cross
ing the roadway until the traf
fic calming plan is completed," 
said Patricia Norris, chief of
p o lice  a n d  d irector of p u b lic
safety.

"We are requesting again 
that students cross only at des
ignated crosswalks and follow 
the directions of the security

officers who are assisting 
them. Students are to refrain 
from talking on their cell 
phones and pay attention to 
their surroundings when 
crossing the street."

Norris also said that the 
security officers may serve just 
as a temporary resolution.

"If the traffic calming initia
tives are effective, we may no 
longer need the security offi
cers," Norris said.

Polanis said he is not aware 
of any money coming from the 
University to support this proj
ect. He said that it is being 
financed by funds from the city 
the state, and the federal gov
ernment.

"I don't remember exactly 
how much, but I think the cost 
[of the project] is about half a 
million dollars."

The city is also placing a 
five-foot wrought-iron fence 
along the median.

Polanis said that most of 
the median work will be done 
within the next few weeks.

"At some point this fall, we 
will plant something in those 
m ed ia n s,"  P o la n is  sa id .

"I think once the project is 
done, it will be pretty attrac
tive and should help w ith 
safety."

CAMPUS CRIME BLOTTER
The Cam pus Crime Blotter is a concise sum 

mary of the up-to-date incidents that affect 
the Winston-Salem State population. Certain 
incidents may lead to News Argus articles 
that discuss them at great length.

Saturday, Oct. 3
At 5 a.m. there was an alcohol violation in 

Foundation Heights. A staff m em ber 
reported a student lying on the floor by the 
elevator. An officer responded and EMS was 
contacted. The student was transported to 
Baptist Hospital and the case is now closed.

Saturday, Oct. 10
At 7:50 a.m. officers responded to a report 

about a box of ammunition near the dum pster 
at Wilson Hall. The ammunition was placed 
in the evidence locker and the case is now 
closed.

Wednesday, Oct. 14
At 8:15 a.m. officers responded to a report 

about vandalism in the Old Nursing Building. 
The lock to an office was broken. Inside the 
office officers discovered, the carpet was 
soiled and racial slurs were written on the 
board. The case is now closed.

Thursday, Oct. 22
At 9:10 p.m. a student a.t Dillard Hall con

tacted police regarding a video of her being 
placed on the Internet without her consent. 
Police conducted an investigation and the 
case is now closed.

Tuesday, Oct. 27
A larceny was reported at the Vargrave 

Street construction site. The manager of the 
site contacted campus police regarding stolen 
equipment and will contact police with fur
ther information. The time of the incident 
was not reported in the blotter. The case is 
still open.

Saturday, Nov. 7
At 11:40 a.m. dispatch received a call from a 

parent about an altercation between two stu
dents in Foundation Heights, An officer 
responded and contacted personnel. Upon 
investigation, pets were discovered and 
removed. Both students requested mediation 
and the case is now closed.

Friday, Nov. 13

At 3:15 p.m. an officer was dispatched to 
investigate an aggravated assault at Brown 
Hall. A student was hit on the head by one of 
two unknown persons entering his room. The 
student refused EMS. Investigation revealed 
marijuana in the area and the case is open.

Source: W S S U  Department 

o f  Police and Public Safety

Compiled and reported 

by M arcus Cunningham , Copy Desk Chief

GPA continued from Page 1
On average only 13 of every 

100 students graduate in four 
years at WSSU. LeGrande said 
the University is searching for 
students that are of a similar 
caliber to those that graduate 
in four years.

This semester the number of 
freshmen admitted decreased, 
as the admission standards 
increased.

LeGrande said last year 
there were about 1,300 fresh
men in comparison to the 
approximately 900 that were 
accepted this year.

"The lower freshmen enroll
ment numbers have relaxed 
demands on the campus and 
m aintained the U niversity 's 
goal of 6,400 students 
enrolled," LeGrande said.

"We [the University] have 
almost the same enrollment 
num bers w ith  this class as 
compared to previous years."

LeGrande said that WSSU 
has seen some of the highest 
retention rates in three years, 
w ith more than 70 percent of 
last years ' freshmen class 
returning.

While the number of fresh
m en retained was high, 
Releford said only around 45 
percent of them made sopho
more status.

Retention specialists posi
tions and student contracts 
were created for freshmen who 
are placed on academic sus
pension or probation.

The contract specifies that 
students take no more than 12 
credit hours a semester, main
tain a 2.0 GPA, and meet with a 
retention specialist twice a 
month.

If a student does not sign the 
contract a hold will be placed 
on his or her Banner account.

Radio continued from Page 1
According to Jenkins, a staff 

contract is in progress with 
precise stipulations that are in 
accordance with the FCC.

The SU Radio studio is in the 
basement of Hall-Patterson.

The mass communications 
departm ent has operational 
responsibilities of SU Radio.

Dr. Phillip Jeter, mass com
munications department chair, 
said he is not involved in the 
discussions about the student 
radio station.

"There are always alternate 
ways to handle these types of 
situations," Jeter said.

"But I don 't see anything 
wrong with the way this is 
being handled because they 
are taking the time to make 
sure the appropriate policies 
and procedures are in place."

Leah Hightower, SU Radio 
operations manager, said that 
there were some 'in-house' 
things that had to be 
addressed.

Hightower is a junior mass 
communications major from 
Greensboro.

"Eagerness by the staff to 
produce was the biggest prob
lem," Jenkins said.

"I'm  excited to get them back 
on air because we have a good 
group of students."

Jenkins said that the SU 
Radio studio  doors are not 
closed to students because 
they still have work to be done 
and need the equipment expe
rience to be competitive in 

their field.
"Even though we're not on 

air, we're still making progress 
toward becoming legit," said 
Mario Conner, general man
ager of SU radio.

Conner is a sophomore nurs
ing major from Charlotte.

The purpose of SU Radio is
to broadcast c a m p u s - r e l a t e d

topics, news updates and play 
a variety of music.

The station began in 2007 
with three WSSU students and 
now has increased personnel 
to approximately 20 people.

Conner said that SU Radio is 
not an official registered on- 
campus organization, and it is 
like a 'little brother' station to 
90,5 FM.

Jeter said that SU Radio is 
funded by 90.5 FM's opera
tions.

The Gerontology Club is collecting 
food and personal care items for older 

adults in the community for Thanksgiving.

Deadline: Nov. 23 
106 Coltrane Hall

Items needed include: canned goods, nutrition 
supplements, nail clippers, toothpaste, lip balm, etc.


