
Official ILHA Competition Rules 
  

ATTIRE 

§ Competitors are required to wear a long sleeve shirt with a collar (any style) and 

pants.  

§ Footwear can be any style but must be equine appropriate and safe (open-toed shoes 

are prohibited). 

 

CALLERS 

§ Competitors have the option of having a someone call out the pattern while they are 

performing it.  

§  Callers are only permitted to call the pattern as written.  

§ The use of callers will not be reflected in the scoring.  

§ Coaching the competitor in any way by the caller or anyone outside the arena is not 

allowed and will result in an automatic “No Score”.  

 

HELMETS 

§  All competitor 18 and under must wear a properly fitted, secure helmet for any 

ridden work. Failure to do so will result in a “No Score” for the pattern.  

 

TIME ALLOTED 

§ Unless otherwise stated, the maximum time allowed for any ILHA pattern during a 

competition is 6 minutes.  

§ The time allotment may be changed by the Show Manager for a show only if 

competitors are informed of the changes prior to the start of the show.  
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PATTERN JUDGING 

§ All Pattern maneuvers are scored on a scale of 0 (did not complete maneuver) to 5 

(completed maneuver perfectly) including half points.   

§ All Freestyle elements are scored on a scale of 0 – 10 including half points.  

§ Penalties include: 

o The horse going off pattern (does not adhere to the pattern as written) which 

will result in a score of 0 the first time. Scoring will resume with the next 

maneuver according to the pattern. 

o If a horse disconnects from the competitor by physically leaving and/or 

‘running off’: 

§ The first occurrence will result in a score of “0” for the maneuver 

during which they left and scoring will resume at the next maneuver 

after the horse and trainer reconnect and proceed with the pattern.   

§ The second occurrence will result in a 5-point penalty.   

§ The third occurrence will result in an “No Score” for the pattern.  

o If a horse disconnects from the competitor by physically leaving during a 

freestyle performance: 

§ The first occurrence will result in a 2-point penalty.  

§ The second occurrence will result in a 5-point penalty. 

§ The third occurrence will result in a “No Score”.   

 

UNPLANNED DISMOUNT 

§ Any unplanned dismount of the rider resulting from horse's movement (including but 

not limited to horse bucking, running off or not under rider's control) and/or rider's 

loss of balance will result in a “No Score” for the pattern.  Unplanned Dismounts will 

be determined at the Judge's discretion. 



 

LAMENESS 

§ If a horse is unsound/lame during an ILHA pattern or performance it will result in an 

automatic “No Score”.  Determining if a horse is lame or sound will be the Judge’s 

Discretion.  
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EQUIPMENT 

§ The following tools & equipment are permitted for use during ILHA competitions:  

o Clickers are allowed in the competition arena and may be used at any time.  

o Liberty sticks, carrot sticks and whips (lunge, dressage, carriage, etc.) are 

permitted to direct and/or guide horse(s).  

o Halters, bridles, and/or bits are permitted if listed for specific classes.  

o Saddles, bareback pads, surcingles and other equipment are permitted where 

listed by class.  

o Spurs are permitted for ridden classes unless explicitly forbidden.  

o Use any equipment not listed here is at the Judge’s discretion. If a competitor 

has any questions, they must present them to judges or the show manager at 

least 24 hours before the show for approval or rule clarification.  

§ The use of any piece of equipment will be governed by ILHA Judges, Stewards or 

officials of the event. Any tool or equipment may never to be used excessively, in an 

inhumane manner or in an abusive way. Violation of this will result in an automatic 

score of 0 for the pattern and a disqualification of the trainer from the remainder of 

the show. In addition, ILHA Membership will be subject to being revoked on a case-

by-case basis.  

 

 

 



TREATS/FOOD 

§ Administration of any treat or substance given orally either by hand or placed on 

equipment/props/ground during pattern or in the competition arena is prohibited.  

Violation of this will result in a “No Score”.  
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FLAGGERS 

(Optional use of flaggers)  

§ Flaggers may be provided by the event (at the Show Manger’s discretion) and if 

present will be made available for any class involving horse(s) at Liberty. If 

available, all competitors will have the option of using flaggers. Flaggers must 

remain outside of the arena (in each of the 4 corners of the arena) and can only 

assist with a horse that has disconnected from the competitor if called on by the 

competitor either verbally or by waving them in or nodding for them to enter.  

Flaggers can only flag from their respective area of the arena and must stop 

flagging when the horse reconnects with the competitor.  

 

§ Scoring: If horse disconnects from the trainer by physically leaving and the 

flaggers are requested to assist in reconnecting them - that maneuver will be 

scored as a 0. Scoring will resume when horse is joined back up and the trainer 

will resume with the next maneuver of the pattern.  
 

§ If a horse disconnects from the competitor a second time, flaggers may be used to 

assist with reconnecting them but there will be an automatic 5-point penalty.  

Scoring will resume when the horse is joined back up and the competitor will 

resume with the next maneuver of the pattern.  
 



§ If a horse disconnects from the competitor for a third time, flaggers can be used to 

help reconnect the horse with the competitor but the pattern will receive an 

automatic “No Score” and the horse and competitor will exit the arena.  

 

 
 


