
  

 

 
Ms. San Francisco Leather Shadow Morton

(Photo: Marcus)
 

by Joy Schulenburg

ike many successful pro-
jects that have evolved
here in San Francisco,

the First Annual International
Ms. Leather competition is the
child of many parents. Scheduled
to take place on Saturday, March
21, the contest is a fundraiser for

AIDS charities as well as being a
first of its kind opportunity for
women from around the world to
come together in celebration of
a variety of leather lifestyles.
Organizers View it as a kind of al-
ternative rite of spring with dra-
matic impact on a segment of the

lesbian community that has often
been either invisible or ignored.

It is also turning out to be one
of the hottest tickets in town. The
preliminary event in January sold
out and generated considerable
attention in the national gay
press. Since winning the local ti-
tle, Ms. San Francisco Leather,
Shadow Morton, has been caught
up in a whirlwind of fundraisers
and public events. Suddenly,
Leatherwomen are in high pro-
file, and this phenomena is
directly attributable to the forth-
coming competition. '

A glance around Amelia’s or
the Baybrick confirms that leath-

Remy
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Later that evening, Saturday,
March 21, the Barbary Coasters
Motorcycle Club will celebrate
their 2lst Anniversary. The club
will announce their officers for
1987 and will make a very special
announcement, so be there to
hear the news. The anniversary
will be held at the New World
(formerly the Ramrod) from 7 to
10 pm.

Sunday, March 22, the San
Francisco G.D.1. Club will host
their annual Spring Equinox
Beer Bust at the San Francisco
Eagle patio from 3 to 6 pm. A
donation of $7 is requested at the
door. '

The Warlocks Motorcycle Club
will host their open meeting Fri-
day, April 3, at the San Francis-
co Eagle’s patio at 8:30 pm. A
50/50 charity raffle will be held
with the funds being donated to
Coming Home Hospice. The win-
ner of the raffle will also receive
a ticket to the Warlocks’ Easter
Run to be held April 19. The club
would like to thank all of those
who attended their March open
meeting for their generosity of
canned goods and monetary do-
nations to the San Francisco
AIDS Foundation’s Food Bank,
and congratulations to Deena
Jones for winning the raffle
which entitles Deena to a free
Easter Run ticket.

Their Most Imperial Majes-
ties, the newly elected Emperor
and Empress of San Francisco,
Patrick McGonigle and Tina Tan-
ner, and the Imperial Board of
Trustees are pleased to announce
the Investiture 0f the Imperial
Court of the Golden Gate. It will
be held at the Crystal Ballroom
of the San Franciscan Hotel
(Market at Eighth Street) Satur-

day, April 4. The affair starts
promptly at 7:30 pm. Tickets are
$20 and 3515 (main floor) or 310
(balcony) and all seats are re-
served. Tickets are available at
The Galleon or from Emperor
Patrick, Empress Tina, or from
members of the Imperial Board
.of Trustees.

DO DA DE

A special welcome to the new-
ly appointed members to the
Council of Empresses. These in-
dividuals were appointed by the
outgoing Empress, Sable Clown,
at Coronation 1987 for their out-
standing support during her
reign. They are: Michael Haas,
Imperial Prince of Legends and
Magic; Fern Way (Spike), Im-
perial Prince of Magic; Joey
LoCoco, Imperial High Priestess;
and Keith Osborne, Knight to the
Council.

Also, special congratulations
to Lily Street, who by virtue of
her placement in voting from the
recent election for Empress, is
the newly appointed PrinceSs 1m-
periale IV of San Francisco.

By the way, Phyllis, Jacquline
and I would like to know when we
can get our 32. We voted in the
last election and I’m sure it was
an oversight that you missed pay-
ing us off!

A very special get well to
B.A.R. publisher Bob Ross, and
hope you’re feeling better. Also,
to Joshua, it’s great to hear that
you’re bouncing back and can’t
wait to chat with you! Both of you
are strong people and minor ill-
nesses are not going to keep you
out of the swing of things for
long.

That’s it for now. Warm hugs
to all of you, and it was reassur-
ing that the city was still intact
when I'returned! Aloha Pume-
hana! O

  

Leather in Springtime
The First Annual International Ms. Leather
Contest Is Headed Your Way

er appreciation is growing rapid-
ly. Last Saturday afternoon, Mr.
S. Leathers on Seventh Street
flowed with a steady stream of
customers, many of them women,
who came to buy tickets, t-shirts,
and a wide variety of leather
clothing and accouterments.
Custom leather designers are do-
ing a booming business and, in
some circles, what to wear to the

competition is‘as hot a topic as
piloting out is in others. Most of

these women are neither contes-
tants, judges, nor organizers. For
many of them, their purchases
and designs represent a first con-
sideration of leather as some-
thing more than protective outer-
wear. For others it is a validation
of longstanding personal taste
and style. And there are those of
us who are using this opportuni-
ty to bring our leather orienta-
tion out of the bedroom closet
and into the wider world in which
we move. This can be a heady pro-
cess, as uncertain and fear-laden

as coming out to our parents ever

was.

Lesbian sexuality has long
been poorly understood—even
by lesbians themselves. Within
the wider range of this misunder-
standing, those of us who put an

erotic value on leather and what
it symbolizes have had to grapple
with fear and negative judge-
ments—including our own con-
ditioning. In the face of negativi-
ty, many of us chose to remain
covert or to form low-profile or-
ganizations with names that are
either obscure or, as in the exam-

ple of The Outcasts, justified by
experience. To witness the
emergence of International Ms.
Leather, with its celebration of all

leather lifestyles, provides the
kind of validation usually reserv-
ed for a first gay pride parade or
rally——the opportunity to look
around and say with wonder,
“I’m not alone!”

At the center of organizational
efforts to create and promote In-

(Continued on next page)
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« ‘ Ms. Leather
(Continuedfrom previous page)

ternational Ms. Leather is Mis-
tress Kathy, a striking and highly
motivated woman with a back-
ground of activism in Sacramen-
to’s lesbian and gay community.
She pulls no punches about her
orientation. Mistress Kathy is
more than a memorable stage
name, it is a statement of her
hard-earned personal and
spritual identity.She has chosen
to devote her formidable
strengths and talents to the com-
petition and has been with the
IML organization from its incep-
tion.

The germination of Interna-
tional Ms. Leather began in the
summer of 1986 when two women
visiting from Seattle were
overheard discussing 3 Ms.
Leather competition held in their
hometown. In past years, several
women had been awarded a San
Francisco leather title, but those

competitions took place within
support groups and were events
without much publicity or com-
munity participation. The more

   : _ . ..a.:

The judges at the Ms. SF Leather contest

the idea of a contest, open to all
women, was kicked around, the

better it sounded. In August,
1986, the first official meeting
was held and groundwork laid, in-
cluding the decision to make the
competition an AIDS fundraiser.
From that point on, history was
in theymaking.
 

’From that point
on history was in
the making.’

 

Even before the seed of an idea
was planted for the contest,
Kathy had perceived the need for
the women’s community to be-
come more involved with AIDS
issues. As Ms. Leather grew from
a good idea to a local competi-
tion to its present International
status, the possibility of combin-
ing AIDS education, fundraising,
and leather awareness became
more and more inspiring.

 
(Photo: Marcus)
 

“A small group from the Socie-
ty ofJanus was talking about the
idea,” she says, “but nobody had
the time to organize the event. So
. . . I decided to take it on. I had
already determined to do some
work around AIDS and so it was
obviously the thing I was meant
to do at this time.” Her solid
background in the leather com-
munity made it possible to bring
together a large number of'
diverse resources.

The project has received tre-
mendous support from the men’s
leather community. In additi0n
to Mistress Kathy, Helen Ruvelas,
Sky‘Renfro, and various mem-
bers of The Society ofJanus, ini-
tial organizers included several
men. Mr. S Leathers owner Alan
Selby, Jim Ed Thompson, and
Patrick Toner have brought their
expertise to bear, while Christian
Heran has provided a vital link
with the AIDS services network.
The caliber and experience of
this committee is responsible, in
large part, for the growth of In-
ternational Ms. Leather beyond
the level of a local event.

The men’s participation as
well as the decision to open the
competition to leatherwomen of
all sexual orientations was not en-
tirely without repercussions.
There were some women who felt
strongly that the event should be
an exclusively lesbian one. At
least one local contestant report-
ed being uncomfortable with the
strong male presence at the
January contest, and other
women withdrew their names in
official support of the event.
While this controversy has been
largely resolved by now, the clash
of vision and temper presented a
challenge to the IML organiza-

 
Tattoo Blue at the Ms. SF Leather contest (Photo: Marcus)
 

tion. Ideological conflicts are in-
evitably a trial by fire and a test
of purpose and resolve for all in-
volved. Ultimately; IML may be
stronger for having had such a
trial early on.

“There’s a lot more to the
leather community than we ever
realized,” affirms Mistress Kathy.
“By including men in the plan-
ning and keeping the competi-
tion open to women of all sex-
ualities, we’re reaching segments
of the population we never knew
existed.” This network of support
and discovery may have lasting
implications for the unity of the
lesbian and gay communities,
particularly as so many diverse
sectors come together over AIDS
issues and education.

The First Annual Internation-

al Ms. Leather Contest will take

place at Club DV8, 540 Howard
St., San Francisco, on March 21.
Women from as far away as Min-
nesota and Nebraska are ex-

pected to compete, as well as
several from the BayArea and
other California locations.
Sharon McNight will emcee, and
entertainment will include the
Blazing Redheads and Danny
Williams. Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance and are available at
Headlines, Sandmutopia Supply,
Mr. S. Leathers, Francines, and
directly from International Ms.
Leather, Inc., 1519 Mission St,
S.F., 94103. Tickets at the door
will be $25 but, if the current

level of enthusiasm is any indica-
tion, there may be precious few of
them left by the night of the com-
petition. Also, be sure to check
the calendar for related events,

including personal appearances
and Frameline’s special film
presentation at the Castro Thea-
tre of Seduction: The Cruel
Woman scheduled for Friday
night, March 20, which, by the

way, is the vernal equinox.
Leather is definitely where it’s at
for spring! 0
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