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SPECIAL BUT NOT SPOILED 

¨  Family counselor John Rosemond states: 
¤ “…letting your child know he's special to you is 

healthy, but no child should grow up thinking he's 
more special than others.”  

¤ ."That child," he warns, "is likely to think he's also 
deserving of special things and special privileges." 
He'll easily "justify outbursts of hurtful anger, 
selfishness, jealousy."  

¨  Spoiled children are given what they want; wise 
parents give children what they need. 
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What 10 year Olds Say About Parents 
¤ 1. Grownups make promises, then they forget all 

about them, or else they say it wasn’t really a 
promise, just a maybe. 

¤ 2. Grownups don’t do the things they’re always 
telling the children to do—like pick up their things, 
or be neat, or always tell the truth. 

¤  3. Grownups never really listen to what children 
have to say. They always decide ahead of time 
what they’re going to answer. 
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q  4. Grownups interrupt children all the time and think 
nothing of it. If a child interrupts a grownup, he gets a 
scolding or something worse. 

q  5. Grownups make mistakes, but they won’t admit them. 
They always pretend that they weren’t mistakes at all—or 
that somebody else made them. 

¤ 6. Grownups never understand how much children want a 
certain thing—a certain color or shape or size. If it’s 
something they don’t admire—even if the children have 
spent their own money for it—they always say, “I can’t 
imagine what you want with that old thing!” 
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q 7. Sometimes grownups punish children unfairly. It isn’t 
right if you’ve done just some little thing wrong and 
grownups take away something that means an awful lot to 
you. Other times you can do something really bad and 
they say they’re going to punish you, but they don’t. You 
never know, and you ought to know. 

¤ 8. Grownups are always talking about what they did and 
what they knew when they were 10 years old—but they 
never try to think what it’s like to be 10 years old right 
now.  



SPECIAL BUT NOT SPOILED 

¨  How may we provoke children to anger? 
¤ By saying one thing and doing another  
¤ By always blaming and never praising  
¤ By being inconsistent and unfair with discipline 
¤ By showing favoritism in the home 
¤ By making promises and not keeping them 
¤ By making light of concerns the child feels  
¤ By being unreasonably restrictive 



What can we do 

¨  Affirm our children without showing favoritism by telling them 
that they are unique creations of God (Psalm 139:13-16).  

¨  Teach our sons and daughters that sin, the great equalizer, is 
in every individual, and that they too need Christ's saving 
grace        (Romans 3:23). 



What can we do 

¨  Fulfill the apostle Paul's instruction for child 
rearing: "Bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4).  

¨  Engage in formal and informal conversation with 
children  
 (Deut. 6:6,7)             

¨  Do not tolerate disobedience. “Children obey your 
parents…” 

¨  Teach them to love God, others, and themselves 
(Matt. 22:34ff). 


