
I THESSALONIANS 2:1-7 

BETTER MEN FOR BETTER 
CHURCHES 



Do You Want To Be Better?  
�  Paul claimed to be better! 
�  “Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one…” II 

Corinthinans 11:23 
� What did it take to make him better? – beatings, stoned, 

shipped wrecked, in danger (of rivers, robbers, his own 
people, in the wilderness, in the city, sleepless nights, 
hunger, anxiety for all the churches. 

� What does it take for us to be better? 

 



 
BOLDNESS (v. 1,2) 

�  For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you 
was not in vain. 2 But though we had already suffered and 
been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in 
the midst of much conflict. 
� Despite his previous persecution at Philippi  
� Despite the persecution at Thessalonica  
�  Paul often experienced fear and trembling - 1 Co 2:3  
� Timothy needed encouragement to be bold - 2 Ti 1:6-8  



 
 

TRUTH AND HONESTY 
 �  “For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity 

or any attempt to deceive,…” (v. 3) 
�  “For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, 

but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the 
sight of God we speak in Christ.” (I Cor. 2:17) 

�  “But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. 
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's 
word, but by the open statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight 
of God.” (II Cor. 4:2) 



Pleasing God Not Men (v. 4) 
�  “Approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel” 
�  “so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who 

tests our hearts.” 
� Knowing that it is God who tries the heart – Heb. 4:13  
� Knowing that this is what made him (Paul) a true servant of 

Christ – Gal. 1:10  



Without Flattery or Covetousness (v. 
5) 

�  “For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, 
nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness.” 
� He undoubtedly knew that using flattery was dangerous - Pro 

29:5  
�  Flattery is a tool used by false teachers - 2 Pet. 2:18  

� Nor did Paul resort to using covetousness, either to 
persuade or for his own personal gain.  

 



With Gentleness And Affection (v. 7) 
� He was gentle, like a nursing mother with her children –   

� As he counseled Timothy to be towards those in error - 2 Tim. 
2:24-25  

� As he instructed the spiritual to be toward those overtaken in a 
fault – Gal. 6:1  

�  He had affection for them, which prompted him to share not 
just the gospel, but his own life . 

 


