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PREMISE: 
There were things developed in 
the mind of the prodigal son by 
his parents before he left home 
that empowered him to 
overcome and defeat the 
situations that he later 
encountered in life.  



PREMISE: (CONT.) 
The prodigal son, the Bible says, was 
able to overcome his challenges when 
“he came to himself” (Lk. 15: 17). 
What did he come to? I suggest to 
you that he came to his “senses” 
given to him by his parents that he 
reflected on to defeat his foes. 



GOAL: 
To share 5 “senses” that parents 
need to develop in their children 
to properly equip them to face 
today’s life challenges and to 
successfully adapt to this ever-
changing world. 



Today’s million-dollar question is 
what can parents do to strengthen 

spiritually their children and to 
equip them to face this changing 

world?  
(Prov. 29:18 KJV) 



Give them some 
“sense” 



 

#1  
Sense   

Of God  
and His Love 



•  Genesis 17:1 
•  Genesis 22:14 
•  1 Cor. 10:13 

They Need to Have a 
Knowledge of Who God Is. 



They Need to Know about 
God’s Love. 

 



God’s Love  
Is  

Unconditional 



God’s love is free to all; 
they can’t buy it or earn 

it; it’s free. 



John writes in I John 4:8 
“He who does not love 
does not know God, for 

God is love. 



God loves us in spite of 
our spiritual condition 

(Rom. 5:8) 



#2  
Sense of  

Christ and  
the Cross 



2 Timothy 1:9 
Isaiah 35:8 
John 14:6 
Acts 4:12 

Hebrews 5:9 

 

Christ is the Promised 
Highway to Heaven 



 

Romans 6:23 
2 Corinthians 5:21 

Rom. 8:3 

The Cross is a Symbol of Sin 



John 3:16 
John 12:32 

Matt. 26:36ff 

The Cross is a Symbol of 
Matchless Love 



 #3    
Sense  

of  
Church 



Isaiah 2:2 
Matthew 3:17; 10:7 
Matthew 16:18; 28 
Act 1:3; 2:36-38 (47) 
Colossians 1:12-13 
1 Corinthians 15:24 

 

The Church is an Important 
Part of God’s Plan 



 #4    
Sense  

of  
Self 



  

•  To develop and 
maintain a healthy 
sense of self requires 
“accepting self.” 



To love or “accept” self 
means what? 

It means that a person has 
achieved a healthy sense of 
self; the person loves self; 
and as a result, the person 
has died to self. 



Jesus expects His disciples 
to love or “accept” self. 

1.  A requirement to be a disciple of 
Jesus is the ability to “accept” self 
(Mt. 22:39; Mk. 12:31; Lk. 10:27). 

2.  Paul informs the Romans of the 
need to “accept” self so they could 
“accept” others (Rom. 13:9). 



3.  In Galatians 5:14, Paul 
summarizes the “whole law” in 
these words, “…you shall love 
(accept) your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

4.  James says a fulfillment of the 
royal law is for disciples to “…
love thy neighbor as 
thyself…” (Jas. 2:8). 



Why Love Self? 
According to these Scriptures, self 
acceptance is a pre-requirement for 
proper conduct toward others. A 
disciple can’t truly love others without 
first loving or accepting himself. If a 
person fails to accept or love himself, 
then he will not be able to love others. 



Benefits of Loving or 
“Accepting” Self 

1.  It helps a person to become truly 
selfless or free from self. A person 
who is selfish usually will not have 
a healthy “sense of self” and is 
usually preoccupied with self. To 
accept self helps a person rid self of 
selfishness. 



2.  A healthy level of self acceptance 
protects a person against 
depression and anxiety. A person 
with a healthy level of self 
acceptance is least likely to criticize 
others than a person with low self 
esteem or a person who has not 
learned to accept self. 



3.  A healthy level of self acceptance 
influences a person’s social 
interactions and the ability to adapt 
to various situations. A person who 
loves self is generally adaptive and 
finds it easy to get along with others. 
As a result, the person will most 
likely have more friends. 



Proverbs 18:24 

Solomon states that “A 
man that hath friends 
must show himself 
friendly:..” 



4. A person’s self image is essential 
because studies report that 
psychological maladjustments 
occur when a person has an 
undeveloped or unhealthy sense 
of self. This person is more likely 
to suffer from the following 
psychological dysfunctions: 



a) Feeling of worthlessness;  

b) Feeling unlovable; 

c) Developing the inability 
to get along with others; 



d)  Are more likely to develop the 
inability to accept compliments 
or to express love; 

e)  Are usually unable to cope or 
adapt to a crisis situation; and  

f)  These individuals are more 
likely to suffer from a lack of 
inner peace and security. 



5.  A person who has accepted self 
is more likely to resist the 
temptations of Satan. One of 
Satan’s most effective tools in 
causing a person to lose faith is 
to attack his/her self image 
(Remember Elijah, Job, David, 
Jonah, and others). 



#5   
Sense  

of  
Faith 



WHY? 
 



The day is coming  
when their faith is  
going to be turned 

upside down. 
 



 Satan’s mission is to 
try to shake our faith 

and our children’s 
faith.  

 (cf. Rev. 12:7-13) 



“If the foundations are 
destroyed (turned upside 

down), What can the 
righteous do?” 

(Psa. 11:3) 



 Have you equipped your 
children to experience a 

faith shaking experience? 
(Lk. 22:31-32;  
2 Tim 1:3-5) 



conclusion 
Solomon says ... Proverbs 22:6 

Our children need the following “senses” to 
face this world. 

Sense of: 
• God and His Love 
• Jesus and the Cross 
• Church 
• Self 
• Faith 

 


