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  More than 25% of  churchgoers literally give $0 to 
their churches.    

  The average churchgoer only attends their church 
1.7x a month.   

  80% of  churchgoers are only nominally involved in 
church life.   



  My husband, Ron, once taught a class of  mentally 
impaired teenagers. Looking at his students' 
capabilities rather than their limitations, Ron got 
them to play chess, restore furniture and repair 
electrical appliances. Most important, he taught 
them to believe in themselves. Young Bobby soon 
proved how well he had learned that last lesson. One 
day he brought in a broken toaster to repair. He 
carried the toaster tucked under one arm, and a 
half-loaf  of  bread under the other. 

  Edna Butterfield.   



Faith Must be Developed 
Gradually 

  “…Perfect that which is lacking in your faith.” (v.10) 
– The idea of  mending a broken net that is broken 
in certain places until it is completely restored 
(Matt. 4:21 

  Faith is constantly rising and falling. 

  We must constantly keep repairing and “filling in” 
places to mature and complete our faith. 



Faith Needs Contact with Strong 
Christians 

  Timothy was sent “to establish you and encourage 
you concerning your faith,” (v. 2) 

  Paul’s presence  would help them – “night and day 
praying exceedingly that we may see your face and 
perfect what is lacking in your faith?” (v. 10) 



Faith Provides Stability in 
Trials 

  Trials are a part of  our lives and they must be 
successfully endured. 

  “that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for 
you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 For, 
in fact, we told you before when we were with you that 
we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you 
know”. (v. 3,4) 



Faith Resists Temptation 
   ”For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, 

I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the 
tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be 
in vain.” (v. 5) 

  This is a solicitation to do evil. 

  Faith will be put to the test. 



Faith Develops Qualities of  Christian 
Virtues 

  “…Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us 
good news of  your faith and      love,…” (v. 6) 

  “And may the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 
13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of  
our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.” 

  All of  this is done with a view of  “the coming of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”  


