
Man	  -‐-‐	  Creature	  or	  Person?	  	  

Romans	  9:20-‐21	  



MAN AS A CREATURE 

•  The human person does not exist 
autonomously or independently, but as a 
creature of God – Gen. 1:1, 27. 

•  The scripture makes it perfectly clear that 
all created things and created beings are 
totally dependent on God – Nehemiah 9:6, 
Acts 17:25, 28. 



MAN AS A PERSON 

•  Man is not only a creature, he is also a 
person. 

•  To be a person means to have a kind of 
independence, not absolute but relative. 

•  To be a person means to be able to make 
decisions, set goals, move in the direction 
of goals, make one’s own choices – the 
power of self-determination and self-
direction. (Joshua 24:15; Matthew 11:28) 



MAN AS A CREATED PERSON 

•  The human being is a created person – 
both a creature and a person. 

•  To be a creature means that God is the 
potter and we are the clay – Romans 9:21. 

•  To be a person means that we are the 
ones who fashion our lives by our own 
decisions – Galatians 6:7,8. 



MAN AS A CREATED PERSON 

•  When theology/evolution stresses 
creaturehood and subordinates personhood, 
a hard-faced determinism (the doctrine that 
all facts and events exemplify natural laws) 
surfaces and man is dehumanized. 

•  When theology stresses personhood to the 
exclusion of creature hood, man is deified 
and God’s sovereignty is compromised. 



MAN AS A CREATED PERSON 

•  Sin came about precisely because God 
created persons capable of making 
choices but as creatures with the strength 
in a world where sin exists to choose it. 

•  Since man is a creature, he can only be 
saved by the grace of God. (Eph. 2:8, 9) 

•  But by being a person, he has 
responsibility to choose salvation. 



MAN AS A CREATED PERSON 
•  As a creature God must regenerate man (give him a 

new spiritual life) but man must believe (respond to the 
gospel with a conscious, personal choice to love and 
obey). Titus 3:5 – “not	  by	  works	  of	  righteousness	  which	  
we	  have	  done,	  but	  according	  to	  His	  mercy	  He	  saved	  us,	  
through	  the	  washing	  of	  regeneraCon	  and	  renewing	  of	  the	  
Holy	  Spirit,” 

•  Because man is a creature, God’s covenant is 
unconditional in its origin. 

•  Because man is a person, God requires that people 
fulfill certain conditions to be saved. (Jn. 8:24; Lk. 
13:3; Matt. 10:32,33; Acts 2:38; Rev. 2:10) 


