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Earlier today, the Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators (CAPR) announced that they will be 

discontinuing the clinical component of the Physiotherapy Competency Examination (PCE). CAPR has 

stated that they will no longer be administering the clinical examination either virtually or in person, in 

its current form for the foreseeable future. 

CAPR will continue administering the written exam.  

An Expert Advisory Panel will be established and tasked with envisioning future evaluation services. 

Clinical Competency Examination Requirement 

The successful completion of a clinical competency examination approved by Council is a registration 
requirement that is outlined in Section 4.1(c) of the Newfoundland and Labrador Regulation, 
Physiotherapy Regulations under the Physiotherapy Act.  As long as this requirement exists in the 
Regulations, there is a need to continue to require a clinical examination.  
 
Currently the GovNL is drafting a change to the Regulations to address those Conditional Registrants, 
who through no fault of their own could not participate in planned PCE CC exam(s), in the last 2 years.  
 
For the foreseeable future, the NLCP Council will work to develop an alternative solution for those 
individuals newly registered as Conditional Registrants in Newfoundland and Labrador and to provide 
them with the opportunity to move to Active status as expeditiously as possible. 
 
Immediate Implications of the CAPR Announcement 
 
Today’s announcement from CAPR represents new information that Council will need to reflect on and  
discuss.  The Registration Committee have already begun to review mentor evaluations in anticipation of 
a regulation change. The next step is a legislative change at the government level. 
 
Long Term Considerations 

Further changes may need to be made to establish an alternative approach to reviewing applications for 

Active licensing for those recently registered as Conditional Registrants in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

This approach will be planned by the Registration Committee and ultimately implemented by Council. 


