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By Bob Griffin, Publisher

It is commonly 
believed that in 1492 
Christopher Columbus 

discovered what we 
call The Americas. So, 
if Columbus was the 
discoverer, why didn’t 
they name the land 
“Columbia” or even 
“Christopherville”?
First, historians all agree 
Christopher Columbus 
did not discover The 
Americas, although that 
is not why it isn’t named 
after him. 
Columbus made four 
documented trips 
across the Atlantic, 
beginning in 1492, 
each time discovering 
Caribbean islands and claiming them for Spain. But, he never set foot on any of the continents. Even 
though he didn’t discover The Americas, history still incorrectly credits him with discovering “The New 
World.”                                                                                                                                  - Continued on page 6

Have You 
Visited Florida 

Botanical Garden 
Recently?

One of the prettiest 
Botanical Gardens In 
Florida, everything is 
lush and green and the 
flowers are in full bloom.
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Bats Can Eat 3000 Insects a Night. 
How can you encourage them to hunt for bugs in 
your backyard?

-page 23

HOW DID HOW DID THE AMERICASTHE AMERICAS  IT GET THEIR NAMEIT GET THEIR NAME??

Golf Course
 Renovations

Belleair Country Club, 
Florida’s first golf course, 
is in the process of an 
$8.8 million renovation 

      - page 9

This world map is the first one to refer to the “The New World” as the “America.” It was 
created by Martin Waldseemüller in 1507. It also depicts Africa, Europe, Asia, and the 

Oceanus Orientalis Indicus separating Asia from the Americas. The original map was on 
twelve wooden panels eight feet wide and four and a half feet tall.
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CLEARWATER BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it Neighborhood News 
because it is about your neighborhood 
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the 
entire 33767 zip code including Island 
Estates and Sand Key - about 5,000 
households, six times a year.
You can pick up additional copies at the 
Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec 
Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand 
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS. 
We hope you enjoy our newsletter and 
we want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have for 
future articles? Call or email us with your 
comments, or take our online survey at 
beachnewsletters.com.
Keep up to date with your local news; 
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood 
News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN 
IN AUGUST

CREDITS

JUNE
No Fertilizing Ban Begins   1
Hurricane Season Begins   1
Belleair Republican Women’s Club   3 
Tax Fee Hurricane Days End  6        
Newcomers Hurricane Luncheon    7
D-Day Remembrance    6 
Creative Kids Camp opens BAC   6
Causeway Clean Up   11
Ground Breaking Discovery Garden 11
Flag Day     14 
Third Saturday at Pinewood    18
Clearwater Art Walk  18
Juneteenth     19 
Father’s Day     19 
Summer Begins       21
City’s Electronic Waste Disposal Day 29     

     
JULY 
Independence Day    4 
Fireworks Baycare Stadium    4 
Fireworks Largo Central Park     4 

Third Saturday at Pinewood   16
Clearwater Art Walk    16
Major League Baseball All Star Game 19     
Parents Day     24 
School Supplies Tax Holiday Begins 25
City’s Electronic Waste Disposal Day 27     

 
AUGUST
Coast Guard Anniversary   4
School Supplies Tax Holiday Ends 7
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed   8
Buccaneer’s First Pre-Season Game 13
Public School Begins   10  
Third Saturday at Pinewood  20
Clearwater Art Walk     23 
Primary Election Day    23  

SEPTEMBER
Labor Day     5
Public Schools Closed   5
Lionfish Roundup Ends    6
Buccaneer’s Season Opener   11

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENT
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CLEARWATER FIRE AND 
RESCUE LIFEGUARD
CAMP This program
focuses on providing water 
safety in an environment that is 
fun while building teamwork, 
physical conditioning, and 
respect for each other and 
the environment. Participants 
will receive first aid lessons 
including CPR certification and 

basic lifeguard rescue skills – swimming, paddle board, and jet 
ski rescues. To participate, teens ages 13 to 16, must successfully 
complete a tryout consisting of a 100-yard unassisted swim, 
treading water for five minutes and a 10-yard underwater 
swim. Camp is June 20-24, 10 am to 3 pm and cost $150 per 
child. Visit www.MyClearwater.com.                 
BEACH WALK WEEK The 13th annual Beach Walk Week 
sponsored by Chapel by the Sea raised a record breaking 
$28,578.26 for Hope Villages of America. 
2023 will again be a live, in-person event headquartered at 
the Palm Pavilion with the long-standing support of hosts Ken 
Hamilton and the Hamilton Family.   
DON’T FEED SEABIRDS Do not feed filleted bony carcasses 
to seabirds – even if they are begging for them. While pelicans, 
herons and egrets can easily digest small fish bones, they 
can be severely injured by the strong, sharp bones of larger 
fish. The bones can puncture the pouch, throat, or intestines 
leading to infection or death. In addition, when birds fill up on 
bones with little meat, they feel full and don’t fish, leading to 
malnourishment.        
ART WALK Every third Saturday at 10:30 am and 4 pm, enjoy 
a stroll in downtown Clearwater while learning about the city’s 
vibrant public art scene. During the hour long walk you will 
see at least 20 art installations including sculptures, murals, 
art wrapped signal boxes, pavement art, and storm drain 
murals. Tours are organized by the Clearwater Arts Alliance.  
The afternoon walks are timed to end just prior to the monthly 
Downtown District Sip and Stroll event and those that pre-
register online can get a 50% discount for Sip and Stroll. The 
June 18 morning walk will be at 10:30am. The afternoon walk 
on 6/18 will move up to 5pm.
Meet your guide at the Ring Canopy Sculpture in front of the 
Old City Hall at 112 S Osceola Ave. Free parking is available 
at the old city hall lot. The walk covers the Cleveland Street 
corridor and nearby areas. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 
the day of the tour at www.clearwaterartsalliance.org.  
POOL IS OPEN The Pool 
at the Beach Rec Center 
has reopened. Hours are 
Monday-Friday: 10am to 
7pm and Saturday and 
Sunday: 10am to 5pm.
The Rec Center also has an 
exercise room, tennis courts, 
and basketball courts. Prices 
vary with memberships, 
residents and nonresidents.
The pool and Rec Center are located at 69 Bay Esplanade on 
Clearwater Beach. Call 462-6138 for more information or visit 
www.MyClearwater.com.

Did You Know
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BLACK SKIMMER 
NESTING ON SAND 
KEY Pinellas County 
Parks & Conservation 
Resources, in 
partnership with 
Audubon Florida, have 
posted a nesting area 
for black skimmers at 
the north end of Sand 
Key Park’s beach near the jetty. This means an area has been 
marked and protected as the shorebirds begin nesting. Since 
1996 the Black Skimmer population is down 87%
Beachgoers and fishermen will notice this large area is 
protected with signs and ropes to create an undisturbed area 
for breeding black skimmers, which are a threatened species 
of medium-sized birds in Florida with a long bill that is used to 
“skim” the water in search of fish. Wooden decoys are being 
used to attract skimmers to this protected area.         
THIRD SATURDAYS AT PINEWOOD Enjoy activities from 
Florida Botanical Gardens, Creative Pinellas, and Heritage 
Village every third Saturday from 10am to 5pm.
These free events will feature virtual and in-person activities 
including self-guided scavenger hunts, games, and instructor 
led events. Experience a typical store from the 1900s and learn 
about early sailing days at the HC Smith Store and McKay 
Creek Boat Shop Exhibit. Discover poignant stories about the 
Covid pandemic told through artifacts at “The Things They 
Left Behind” exhibit, open through June 26th.
There will be food trucks on site as well as free parking. Visit 
flbgfoundation.org/thirdsaturdays for information. Pinewood 
Cultural Park is located at 12211 Walsingham Road, Largo.  
LIONFISH CHALLENGE 
To encourage area divers 
to target the spiny, invasive 
species, FWC’s Lionfish 
Challenge is open and runs 
through September 6. This 
statewide program has 
recreational and commercial 
participant categories. All 
participants are required to 
register.
For recreational divers, after harvesting your lionfish, remove 
the tails leaving a bit of meat attached then place it in a plastic 
sandwich bag(s) labeled with your name, phone number, date 
of harvest and number of tails. Bring tails and a tail verification 
form to a local checkpoint where they will count and keep your 
tails, then sign and return your form. Checkpoint locations 
and verification forms can be found online.
Prizes will be awarded in a tiered fashion - the more lionfish 
you submit, the more prizes you receive!
To enter to get more information, visit myfwc.com/fishing/
saltwater/recreational/lionfish/challenge.   
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS AUGUST 1 If you need another copy 
of this newsletter, you may pick up one up at the Beach Chamber 
Office, The Beach Rec Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand Key 
Realty or the Island Estates UPS. Call 430-8300 if you need more 
than a few. Read this issue, and others, BeachNewsletters.com 
and follow us on Facebook for ongoing local news. 

and More...
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Leif Erikson and a daring band of Vikings 
sailed from Norway or Greenland to 
the northeast coast at Vinland, Canada 
around 1,000 A.D., five hundred years 
before Columbus’ first trip. It also 
has now been documented that there 
were earlier unofficial, unauthorized 
European voyages to the New World. 
These ships returned to Spain with 
goods and slaves. But The Americas 
were not named after Erikson either.
Two decades after Columbus, Ponce 
de Leon crossed the Atlantic and in 
1513 discovered the land that is now 
Florida, naming it “La Florida” or 
“Land of Flowers.” Convinced it was yet 
another island, de Leon attempted to 
sail around the Florida peninsula twice, 
looking for a passage to India.
But between Columbus and de Leon, 
somewhere around 1500, another 
explorer, Amerigo Vespucci, participated 
in two, possibly four, maybe even five, 
voyages across the Atlantic to explore 
the newly discovered New World. 

Vespucci was born into a somewhat 
well-to do family in Florence, Italy. 
His family worked for Lorenzo de’ 
Medici, the wealthy, unofficial ruler of 
Florence. In his early years, Vespucci 
was a successful merchant who was 
also interested in geography and map 
making. He moved to Seville, Spain to 
help manage Medici’s commerce and 
banking interests. One of his duties 
was keeping an eye on and supporting 
Christopher Columbus’s first two 
expeditions - neither of which were 
financially profitable. 
Working with Columbus inspired 
Amerigo Vespucci to travel to the 
New World, and his first expedition 
was on behalf of Spain (1499-1500). 
His second trip was financed and 
authorized by Portugal (1501-1502). 
His trips were to somewhere south of 
Central America – probably Honduras, 
Brazil, and the Gulf of Rio de Janeiro.
Records are inconclusive, but he may 
have made other trips as well. The 

uncertainty exists because most of 
the voyages’ documentation consists 
entirely of Vespucci’s own letters and 
personal notes. Even his role in the 
voyages is disputable, but it is known 
he did not captain or navigate any 
of those ventures. At best, he was 
probably a scribe or record keeper.
Even so, these explorations earned 
Vespucci a reputation as an explorer 
and navigator. In 1503 and 1505, 
he published two books with colorful 
descriptions of his voyages. They were 
popular with the sailing community and 
were instrumental in raising awareness 
of the New World. Vespucci’s historical 
importance rests more with his letters 
and books than any discovery he made. 
Vespucci was named Spain’s Chief 
Pilot for the Casa de Contratacion 
(House of Commerce) which served 
as a central trading house for Spain’s 
overseas possessions. In this role, he 
was responsible for ensuring ship pilots 
were adequately trained and licensed 
before sailing to the New World. He 
was tasked with developing a standard 
map using input from pilots as they 
returned from distant trips
Although Vespucci was a cartographer 
(mapmaker), he did not create the first 
New World maps; French cartographer, 
Martin Waldseemüller did. In 1507 
he undertook an ambitious project to 
create a world map. Waldseemüller 
relied heavily on Vespucci’s letters and 
notes describing recently discovered 
land in the Western Atlantic. The project 
resulted in twelve wooden panels eight 
feet wide and four and a half feet tall. 
An original Waldseemüller map is 
permanently on display at the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C.
A thousand copies of this first map 
were printed, complete with a 
prominent portrait of Vespucci—who 
was given credit for discovering the 
new continents. For the first time, 
“America,” a derivation of Vespucci’s 
first name Amerigo, was given to all 
the land west of Spain and Portugal - 
previously referred to only as The New 
World. Columbus was not mentioned.
There were multiple spellings of 
Vespucci’s first name, depending upon 
the language: It was spelled Americo in 
Spanish, Americus in Portuguese, and 
Alberigo in his native Italian. Linguists 
have determined Waldseemüller used 
the feminine form of all country and 
continent names on his map, which 
resulted in an “A” at the end of the word 
instead of the original “O” – Americo 
became “America.” 

Many felt Vespucci stole the honor 
from Christopher Columbus. However, 
when he died in 1512, Vespucci was 
probably unaware of Waldseemüller’s 
map bearing his name. 
Other cartographers followed
Waldseemuller’s lead and by the 1530s, 
the name “America” was permanently 
affixed to every map of the new 
continent. In 1538, Gerardus Mercator 
used the word “America” to name both 
the North and the South continents. 
Today the entire land mass of what was 
once the New World is the Americas – 
North America, Central America, and 
South America. Originally, the term 
American was used to refer to any 
native from the Americas. As more 
British migrated to the New World 
“American” came to mean “British 
American” differentiating between the 
British in the Old World from those who 
had moved to the Americas. Eventually, 
those that were here before the British 
became known as “Native Americans.”
The term “United States of America” 
was not used until the Declaration of 
Independence. Before that Benjamin 
Franklin had coined the name United 
Colonies of North America. When 
Mexico became independent, it was 
named - Estados Unidos Mexicanos – 
or the United States of Mexico.
For many, America, has become 
shorthand for the United States, but 
that name didn’t become popularly 
used until the 20th century.
In hindsight, we know neither 
Columbus nor Vespucci discovered 
“America.” Even still, Columbus has his 
holiday - Columbus Day , celebrated 
on the second Monday of the month of 
October, while Vespucci has his name 
on the maps. i

Statue of Amerigo Vespucci in the niches of 
the Uffizi Gallery colonnade, Florence

Portrait of Amerigo Vespucci

NAMING OF THE AMERICAS, Continued
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MANAGING CASH IN AN 
INFLATIONARY ENVIRONMENT

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
For many years, savers have 
experienced historically low interest 
rates on their invested cash. While 
never feeling good about these 
low rates, at least in a low inflation 
environment it didn’t hurt too 
much. But in current times with 
inflation running much higher, it 
is a different story. So how do you 
manage your cash most effectively?
The first place that comes to mind 
is likely the bank which hopefully 
will pay more than they have in the past. But banks may 
be reluctant to raise rates too quickly as higher savings 
rates with less corresponding borrowing cuts into profits. 
The money is insured up to $250,000 per taxpayer, but we 
have seen bank accounts with substantially more.
An alternative is a stable value money market fund, 
especially one made up of 100% government paper. Since 
this type of fund buys government paper on a current basis, 
it is likely to pay higher rates than a bank and to do so in 
a timelier fashion.
We have written before about I bonds along with the pros 
and cons. Let’s do a quick refresher. They are bought 
directly from the US Treasury in a digital format in any 
amount you want above $25 with a maximum of $10,000 
per taxpayer in one calendar year. One can also purchase 
up to $5000 in paper form through a tax refund. Thus, the 
maximum in any one year is $15,000. The interest paid is a 
combination of a fixed rate for the 30-year life of the bond 
plus an inflation rate that is reset every six months. The 
initial rate was 7.12% But on May 2nd the combined rate 
was increased to over 9% for the next six months before it 
is adjusted once again. It could go up or down based on 
the inflation rate. You must hold the bond for at least one 
year and if you redeem it within five years, you will give 
up 3 months of interest, much like a CD. After five years, 
there is no penalty. While the $10,000 and $5,000 limits 
are a drawback, over a period of years these I bonds could 
become a valuable cash alternative tool.
If you would like to consider cash alternatives in a rising 
interest rate and inflationary environment, take advantage 
of our one-hour complimentary consultation.
 

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.
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BELLEAIR COUNTRY CLUB WEST 
COURSE RENOVATION

By Hal Bodley
Belleair Country Club, Florida’s first golf course, is in the 
process of an $8.8 million renovation/restoration of its 
Donald Ross-designed West Course.
Construction, delayed two years because of permitting 
issues, began on March 21 and is expected to be completed 
by mid-November.
By coincidence, the long-awaited renovation coincides 
with Belleair’s 125th Anniversary celebration.  The club’s 
first six-hole golf course opened in 1897, corresponding 
with debut of Henry Plant’s sprawling Belleview Hotel. 
As part of the anniversary celebration, Belleair Country 
Club is publishing a 200-page coffee table book depicting 
the intriguing history of the club and the Belleview Hotel.
Jason Straka, a partner with Dublin, Ohio-based Fry/
Straka Designs, is collaborating with Ft. Myers, Florida-
based Clarke Construction Group on the renovation. All 
18 greens are being rebuilt to USGA specifications, then 
restored according to Donald Ross’s 1924 construction 
drawings obtained during Belleair Country Club Renovation 
Committee trips to Tufts Archives at Pinehurst, N. C.
“We knew about the history of Belleair Country Club, but 
what we didn’t know was how much documentation the 
club and Tufts Archives had about the original design,” 
said Straka.
One aspect of the 
construction not in 
the original design 
is creation of the 
breathtaking new 
par-3 seventh hole 
overlooking Clearwater 
Bay.  Patterned after the 
famed No. 7 at Pebble 
Beach, this signature 
hole became possible 
when Belleair worked 
out a 30-year lease 
with the Town of Belleair for its portion of the so-called 
“peninsula.” The country club already owned half of it.
During construction, Jim Slattery, director of golf, has been 
able to accommodate most members on the club’s East 
Course. He’s also made arrangements for members to 
play at numerous other courses in the area.
Belleair Country Club has 835 golf members and 591 
social/sports members.

The Seventh Hole
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DIEGO’S JOURNEY 
Family Finds Comfort At Ronald McDonald House
Stephanie Rivera is a busy 
mom of three young boys, 
Juan, Diego and William. 
They are all active kids who 
enjoy playing. She and 
husband Juan didn’t pay 
any attention when they saw 
bruises on Diego’s arms 
and legs, because they both 
thought they were caused by 
his playing. 
A visit to the dentist in 2021 
changed everything. Diego 
needed a crown, and the doctor used a practice of restraining 
the boy with a papoose to ensure a minimum of motion during 
the process. After the procedure was completed and the dental 
team took Diego out of the papoose, they were shocked to see 
that he was covered head to toe in bruises. The frantic dentist 
called Stephanie to request that she immediately take the boy to 
the hospital for blood work. 
The family was anxious to find out what was happening to five-
year-old Diego. They began to recall that he had been overly tired 
these last few months, and then he had all those bruises. The 
blood tests finally came back a few days later, diagnosing Diego 
with a very rare illness called aplastic anemia*.
Now that the family had a name for Diego’s illness, they began 
regular visits for platelets and blood transfusions, knowing they 
needed to find a bone marrow donor. The brothers were a good 
option, and thankfully, 4-year-old William was a perfect match. 
Having a sick child and traveling for multiple appointments 
while caring for other children is a challenge many of families 
face. When Diego’s team referred the Riveras to St. Petersburg, 
Stephanie and Juan wondered how they would manage so 
much travel back and forth from their home in Brandon. A 
nurse told them to contact Ronald McDonald House, the place 
that would care for the entire family. 
In the summer of 2021, amidst a global pandemic, the family 
relocated to Ronald McDonald House. Diego underwent 
chemotherapy and radiation therapy to prepare his little body 
for the transfusion of new bone marrow from his little brother. 
“Staying here was amazing,” says Stephanie. “They make you 
feel like you’re at home, you feel the warmth of compassion 
from everyone. It was a tough time, but we also had a good 
time, the kids loved it!” 
Diego’s immune system is compromised, and his energy is 
still recovering. Stephanie says, “Diego still has that beautiful 
energy, but he’s matured somehow. This has changed him, but 
in a positive way.”
Juan and Stephanie agree this experience has made them 
stronger as a family. They describe the opportunity to stay at 
Ronald McDonald House as a blessing. “We were all happy 
here,” says Juan. None of them wanted to leave but keeping 
Diego away from playing with the other kids seemed too harsh, 
and reluctantly, the family headed home after a month.
They are eager to visit the house whenever they are nearby for 
medical appointments. Coming to Ronald McDonald House is 
a treat for the boys! 
*Aplastic anemia is a form of bone marrow failure. Marrow, the soft, fatty 
tissue inside bones, is the place where new blood cells are formed. In 
aplastic anemia, the bone marrow does not produce new cells, leaving the 
body susceptible to bleeding and infection. Although aplastic anemia is not 
a cancer, its treatment can be like therapies used to treat leukemias and 
lymphomas. – Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.

Diego, Juan Sr., Juan Jr., 
Stephanie, William Rivera
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U.S. FLAG ETIQUETTE 
Flag Day, on June 14, was created 
to honor and commemorate the 
adoption of the American flag in 
1777 by the Second Continental 
Congress. The United States Army 
also celebrates its birthday on the 
same day.
Today’s American flag consists of 
thirteen equal horizontal stripes of 
red represent the thirteen colonies 
with a blue rectangle in the canton 
(the upper quarter) symbolizing the 
“union” of the fifty white stars one for each of the 50 U.S. 
states. Nicknames for the flag include the Stars and Stripes, 
Old Glory, and the Star-Spangled Banner.
Flag Day was first celebrated in 1877, but there were no 
official guidelines on how to display the flag, yet. It wasn’t until 
June 14, 1923, that the National Flag Code was drafted by 
representatives of the Army and Navy with the support of the 
National Americanism Commission of the American Legion. 
Years passed, then finally on June 22, 1942, the Congress 
passed a joint resolution creating what is known today as the 
U.S. Flag Code. It was slightly amended on December 22, of 
that same year.
The code describes how to display the flag, how to maintain 
and handle it, and as well as general respect including how 
citizens should behave around the emblem of our identity as a 
nation. Here are some dos and don’ts as outlined in the U.S. 
Flag Code to make sure your tribute is a respectful one:
1. Display the flag only between sunrise and sunset on 
buildings and stationary staffs. The flag may be displayed for 
twenty-four hours if illuminated.
2. Do not display the flag in inclement weather.
3. Whether displaying the flag vertically or horizontally, the 
stars should be visible on the upper left-hand side.
4. Do not let the flag touch the ground.
5. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
6. Before flying a flag at half-staff, hoist to its peak for an 
instant before lowering it.
7. When displayed from a wall with another flag, the staffs 
should be crossed and the American flag should be right of 
the other flag (on the viewer’s left), with its staff above the 
other flag’s.
8. When flags of states, cities, or localities are flown on the 
same halyard with the United States flag, the national flag 
should always be at the top. No other flag should be above it, 
or if on the same level, to the flag’s right.
9. When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they 
should be flown from separate staffs of equal height and 
should be of approximately equal size.
10. When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally 
or at an angle, the stars should be at the peak of the staff.
11. A damaged or worn flag can no longer be displayed and 
should be destroyed in a dignified way by burning.
12. When not on display, the flag should be respectfully folded 
into a triangle, symbolizing the tricorn hats worn by colonial 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War.
13. No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or 
athletic uniform. It should never be used as apparel, bedding, 
or drapery, nor printed on anything that is designed for 
temporary use and discarded (like paper plates and napkins). 
A “representative design” of the flag though is okay.
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RUSS KIMBALL TOURISM PERSON 
OF THE YEAR Russ Kimball has been the 
General Manager of the Sheraton Sand 
Key since it opened in February 1975. 
That is 47 years! 
In May, the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber 
of Commerce awarded him with the 
prestigious “Tourism Person of the Year” 
award for his 50 years of work in the 
Pinellas tourism industry. 

“Russ has been a staple in our community and a backbone of 
the tourism industry,” says Robin Miller, President of the Tampa 
Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce. “He has served on  
countless boards including the Pinellas County Chapter of the 
Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association and the Tourism 
Development Council.  
SHEPHARD’S 
BEACH RESORT In 
1977, Bill Shephard 
moved his family to 
Florida and left the 
motel he had owned 
for eleven years in 
Brunswick, Maine 
It was the  start of a 
great new journey 
as owner of the 
Lagoon Resort Motel 
in Clearwater Beach. 
Today, known as Shephard’s Beach Resort, after undergoing 
multiple renovations and additions, it is nothing like the former 
motel. Bill passed away a few years ago, but the resort is still 
managed by his family, Bill Jr. and Gerri, shown here before 
Bill’s death. Get more information at www.Shephards.com.                      

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS Working at 
Publix must truly be a pleasure—if you 
stay for twenty-five years. 
Bonnie Burke, 79, loves her job 
at Publix on Island Estates, where 
she has been for twenty-five years. 
A mother of three, she works in 
groceries, meaning she helps keep 
the shelves stocked and presentable. 
She has previously been a cashier 
and customer service representative. 
“I love my fellow employees. They are 

my friends. One of them, recently retired, but I still see her 
once a week. I also have many customers who are like friends 
and seek me out when they are shopping. Many are snowbirds 
and look for me when they return to Clearwater Beach.” 
“Bonnie worked for me for many years,” says Louie 
Stavropoulos, former Island Estates Manager. “She was always 
a consistent, hard worker and such a pleasure to work with.” 
What does she do when she is not working? “I relax,” Bonnie 
says. “I read, walk, sew, and do puzzles. I am also active at St 
Brendan’s Catholic Church and help with their activities—such 
as their annual Yard Sale.”
Bonnie has received Publix pins for each of her milestones - 
10,15, 20 and now 25 years. Publix also sent her flowers and 
invited her to a banquet for the “over twenty-five” crew.

Business Briefs
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MARKET UPDATE Interest rates are on the 
rise and it appears that trend will continue. 
Now is the time to lock in your purchase 
or refinance with wholesale rates while they 
are still low. Barbara Webb, Indian Rocks 
Beach resident and owner of BR Funding 
can get the financing you need to buy your 
new home or use the equity in your current 
home to meet your financial needs. Call 
the office at (727) 330-6888, apply online 
at BRFunding.org or call Barbara directly at (727) 492-7782.                    
AXE THROWING Clearwater Beach’s Brown Boxer is opening 
the Clearwater Beach Axe Co, an axe throwing place on 
Clearwater Beach at Pelican Walk Plaza on the 2nd floor, 483 
Mandalay Ave. There will be five private axe throwing lanes with 
plenty of room for spectators. The facility will have state-of-the-
art projection targets and a digital scoring system which offers 
a fun twist. Name your team, choose from multiple different 
interactive games such as zombies, duck hunter, connect four, 
tic tac toe and of course regular targets, then throw at the  target 
design. The Brown Boxer Pub next door will offer a small menu 
and drinks.  
FRAME YOUR ART 
Diamond art painting is 
the new creative hobby that 
is taking the crafting world 
by storm. You simply apply 
colorful resin rhinestones 
to richly pigmented canvas 
paintings. The result is a 
visually dazzling mosaic 
diamond artwork that 
sparkles, shimmers, and 
shines. The Frame Factory in Largo at 600 E Bay Dr, Largo, will 
complement your work of art with the perfect frame  to grace 
your walls. Call Mary at 581 0322.                
SIP & STYLE BLOWTIQUE This new women’s hair salon is 
coming to Belleair Bluffs in the Bonefish Plaza this summer. 
Owned by Island Estates residents Ben and Lori Lenhart, this 
is a new concept for our area. Enjoy your favorite beverage 
while you get your wash and blowout. They will have massage 
shampoo chairs and plenty of TVs. In addition to the normal 
services, they plan to offer Ladies Nights, daughter date nights, 
and other special events. 
They hope to be opening this summer. “We are hiring all positions,” 
says Lori, e-mail Contact@SipandStyleBlowtique.com. Find them at 
2917 West Bay Drive, and at SipAndStyleBoutique.com.                   
ANOTHER TRAVEL RECORD April broke another travel 
record at the St. Pete-Clearwater Airport with 233,403 
passengers. Year to date travel is up 46 percent. The airport 
services 65 cities, all with non-stop flights.
The airport is opening a new concession for 3 Daughters 
Brewing at Gates 2-6.                         
HOTEL SOLD The Wyndham Grand Clearwater Beach hotel 
was sold for $170 million to a New York investment firm. The 
hotel was built in 2017 and previously owned by entrepreneur 
and philanthropist Karan Patel. Patel will continue to own a 
portion of the hotel, located at 100 Corona Coronado Dr.                    
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your business has news to 
share, e-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 

Business Briefs
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  THE FLORIDA
BOTANICAL

GARDENS

Photos by Bill Woerner, Local Photographer

The 100-acre park is owned and operated 
by Pinellas County. The gardens are free and 
open daily from 7am to 5pm. Leashed pets 
are welcome.

2520 Ulmerton Road, Largo FL. 
www.flbgfoundation.org.
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3 DAUGHTERS OPENS 
IN CLEARWATER One of 
Florida’s largest craft beer 
brewers is now on the 
beach. 3 Daughters opened 
a branch brewery and pub 
on the third floor above 
Hooters, in Clearwater 
Beach. 
The space underwent interior 
and exterior renovations to 

provide a unique beer tasting experience.
They are offering traditional brand favorites and exclusive 
small-batch brews found only at the beach location. 
“The new Clearwater Beach location has been in the works for 
years,” says 3 Daughters owner Mike Harting. “We’re looking 
forward to meeting the residents of Clearwater Beach.”
The new tasting room features an on-site brewing system, 
used to make craft beer, hard cider, and hard seltzers—for 
this location only. The special menu offers “Beach Bites” seven 
days a week.
Of course, they still offer a 220-degree view of the Clearwater 
Beach, perfect for that daily sunset.
Find them at 381 Mandalay, over-looking the roundabout. Get 
more information at www.3DBrewing.com.                     
HURRICANE EDDIE’S The Indian Rocks bar will soon also 
be a restaurant. They are hoping to begin to serve food in the 
next month. Missing kitchen equipment has been the hold up, 
but it has been found and should arrive any day. They also still 
need to hire a kitchen manager. While they wait, the drinks are 
still flowing. Hurricane Eddie’s, previously The Red Lion Pub, is 
located at 1407 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach.           
NEW BEN AND JERRY’S If 
you are an ice cream fan, you 
will want to know this. Owner 
Rita Besser opened a new Ben 
& Jerry’s at 409 Mandalay, 
across from the Hilton. This is 
the first Ben and Jerry’s store 
in Pinellas County.
A favorite of ice cream 
aficionados, the company was 
founded in 1978 in Burlington, 
Vermont. They offer ice cream, 
frozen yogurt, and sorbet. 
Now you don’t need to buy it 
at the grocery store and  you 
can try all their flavors – scoop by scoop.                    
DOC FORDS COMING TO BAY PINES Doc Ford’s Rum Bar 
and Grille is opening a second Pinellas location just off the Bay 
Pines Causeway at 8790 Bay Pines Boulevard. The location was 
formerly the Green Iguana Bar and Grill that closed in 2012. It 
was originally a Joe’s Crab Shack.
The waterfront restaurants are known for their Caribbean 
inspired dishes and tropical rum drinks. This will be the fifth 
location inspired by a character from best-selling novels written 
by Randy Wayne White. Most are in the Ft. Myers area. The 
other Pinellas location is downtown on The Pier.
An opening date has not been announced, but they hope to 
open by the end of the year.

Bar & Restaurant News
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KAIA BOWL’S NEW OWNERS Ben and Beverly Ancuta are 
the new owners of Kaia Bowl, located in the Pelican Plaza. 
Originally from Canada they have relocated to Clearwater 
Beach. When their daughter Diana discovered the Kaia bowl 
concept, they loved it so much they decided to buy it. 
Kaia Bowl is a healthy way of indulging in sweets with acai, 
pitaya, kale, and spirulina bases—covered in freshly cut 
fruits—for a healthy start-up for your day. They also offer 
a healthy lunch or dinner with their salmon, shrimp, tuna, 
chicken, and tofu poke bowls.
“We have big plans to introduce new products to our menu 
like overnight oats, cold press juices and shots,” says Ben. 
“Our priority is to our customers.
A Kaia Bowl can have a very positive and significant impact 
on your health and well-being,” adds Beverly.
Find them at 482 Mandalay Avenue, downstairs, in the 
Pelican Plaza, next to Hulk Hogan’s retail store. Call ahead 
for takeout at 223-3073. www.KaiaBowls.com.
Seen above are Ben and Beverly, with Beverly’s parents Marc 
and Cristina.   
COOTER’S IS NOW 
COCO’S Clearwater 
Beach now has two Coco 
Crush Bars - one south of 
the roundabout and one 
just north of it in Cooter’s 
former location. The new 
owners are Glenn and 
Gary Sutch. 
“We do not plan very 
many changes—except 
for the name of course,” 
says Glenn. “We have a 
great reputation for good 
food at the South Beach 
location and we expect to 
continue that here on Poinsettia.”
This new location will be open seven days a week, with live 
music and the kitchen will stay open late. Coco’s is well known 
for their Orange Crush drink and that is being served at the 
new location, too.
The new Coco’s is located at 423 Poinsettia Avenue. Get 
more information at www.CocosCrushBar.com.                 
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If you have news or 
suggestions for this newsletter, let us know. Our email is Bob@
GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 430-8300.

Bar & Restaurant News
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FORTY-FIVE YEARS OF FISHING
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
My dad used to take me fishing when 
I was young,” remembers Scott Flesch, 
who is now 54. “That is how my initial 
interest in fishing started.”
Captain Scott Flesch was born in Morton 
Plant Hospital and raised in Pinellas 
County. He attended Clearwater High 
School as part of the Class of 1986 
and resides in Belleair Beach.
Flesch owns Fishing Clearwater Inshore 
(FCWIS), a back-waters, inshore fishing 
company. Before he added licensed 
charter guide to his resume, he was in 
technology sales and management for 
30+ years.
“I discovered my love for fishing early 
on. I had many boat outings with friends 
and family all around Clearwater 
Beach and to surrounding islands like 
Caladesi, Honeymoon & Three Rooker 
Island,” Flesch explains.

“I recall fishing off the jetty at 
Shephard’s Beach Resort and having 
their guests walk out onto the rocks 
and ask if I could take them fishing. 
I would tell them, ‘I am not a guide.’ 
That, as well as encouragement from 
Capt. John Phillip of Caladesi Fishing 
Charters, pushed me to go full time in 
the fishing business.”
“I launched my charter fishing business 
last April after having conversations 
with Capt. John. He told me that he 
received many requests for inshore 
trips and adventures and passed them 
on to others. He suggested I become 
their inshore affiliate.”
“I started my business by just fishing 
on the weekends, but that quickly 
changed. The referrals and requests 
started flowing in and I had more 
trips than I could handle. I had to hire 
additional captains - soon we will be 
adding a second boat.”
“All of our Captains are fully licensed and 
have a background check. They are all 
Merchant Mariners Credentialed and we 
are active members of a drug consortium 

undergoing random drug testing. 
“Area hotel concierges recommend us. 
We frequently receive referrals from 
the Marriott and Sheraton Sand Key, 
Sandpearl Resort & their sister property 
Opal Sands Resort. People staying in 
local B&Bs and AirBnBs call us all the 
time. We also work with conference 
resort properties like Innisbrook with 
group fishing packages to take their 
guests out for a fun day or as a break 
from a convention, so they can enjoy 
some time out on our local waters. The 
outings have become quite popular 
with the professional groups.” 
“Some visitors want to fish—some want to 
swim and joyride—some want to do both. 
We regularly take people to Caladesi, 
Three Rooker, and area restaurants.”
“When fishing, we typically catch 
Snook, Redfish & Trout (Inshore Slam). 
Seasonally, we try for the migratory 
Silver Kings (Tarpon) and on calm days 
we will venture out to the local reefs and 
try for Hogfish and Mangrove Snapper.” 
Flesch has many great reviews from their 
guests over the past year. He especially 
loves to point out Morton Plant Hospital 
to his clients and tells them, “…that’s 
where it all started for me.”
FCWIS offers half-day trips on his 
Andros 26-foot Tarpon with a 300HP 
Yamaha engine, for $650. That is a 
four-hour trip for two anglers. Each 
extra angler is an additional is $50.
As the father of two boys Flesch offers 
“Kids Trips,” they are three hours in 
length for one adult and two kids, for 
$500. He loves to take families out for 
an experience they won’t forget. He 
guarantees a memorable trip.
“I remember my days fishing with my 
dad,” Flesch says. “We would do a little 
fishing, some sightseeing, and then 
swim. There is nothing quite like seeing 
the little ones reeling in a big Snook. 
They get to see these magnificent line-
siders up close and have their picture 
taken with their catch - then see mom 
and dad light up with pride!”
Flesch has also become involved in 
several local charities including “Make 
A Difference,” a non-profit that takes 
under-privileged children fishing twice 
a year, “Clearwater for Youth,” and 
“Skip Cline Society.”
“It pays to give back,” he explains. “I 
have turned my passion for fishing into 
a profession,” Flesch adds with sincerity. 
“Stop Wishing - Let’s Go Fishing!”
You can find Flesch at FCWIS.com. 
Contact him at 727-415-1827 or  
FishingClearwaterInshore@Gmail.com.

Captain Scott Flesch and his sons
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MORTON PLANT PARTICIPATES IN OBSTRUCTIVE SLEEP APNEA STUDY
Morton Plant Hospital was the site of the first implant of the 
LivaNova aura6000 System™ in a trial study designed to help 
people with sleep apnea. Otolaryngologist Mitchell Miller, 
MD, performed the first surgery on patient Bryan Klontz in 
a controlled trial - “Treating Obstructive Sleep Apnea using 
Targeted Hypoglossal Neurostimulation” (OSPREY).
Dr. Miller implanted the aura6000, a quarter-sized 
rechargeable, battery-powered computer, just under 
Klontz’s collarbone during outpatient surgery. The surgical 
team tunneled a thin cable under the skin to the jaw area 
where they connected it to the hypoglossal nerve under the 
tongue. The device will generate a small electrical charge to 
help Klontz, who suffers from obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), 
maintain muscle tone of the tongue, which will prevent or 
reduce airway obstruction while he sleeps. The system has 
a handheld controller to start, stop or pause therapy and 
recharge the implant.
OSA is a common sleep disorder that affects millions 
of Americans. It occurs most often due to upper airway 
obstruction when the tongue, tissue and muscles in the 
throat relax and block the airway.
Most people with OSA experience periods of loud snoring 
followed by silence, when breathing stops. Then, they will 
have a loud gasp for air causing brief arousals from sleep 
which leads to excessive sleepiness during the day. The cycle 
repeats throughout the night, but individuals may not know 
they have OSA unless they have symptoms like excessive 
daytime sleepiness, wake up feeling unrefreshed or someone 
else hears them stop breathing during sleep.
“While many people who suffer from OSA cannot imagine 
life without a continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) 

machine, many others do not want to be connected to masks 
or hoses,” said Marietta Bibbs, system manager of sleep 
disorders for BayCare, “The hope of this trial is to provide 
these patients with a safe, effective alternative.”
Left untreated OSA not only leads to sleep deprived 
individuals, but it can also lead to serious health conditions 
such as diabetes, depression, high blood pressure, heart 
attacks and stroke.
Klontz understands firsthand how OSA affects someone’s 
health. Klontz says he lacks energy and suffers from high 
blood pressure and low oxygen levels. His doctor attributes 
these conditions to his OSA and continually advises him to try 
a CPAP machine.
“I tried a CPAP more than 20 years ago,” said Klontz. “I am 
claustrophobic and didn’t want a mask on my face. It was so 
loud it kept me awake. I needed an alternative, but I never 
found one”
A self-described technology geek, Klontz said he became 
interested in the trial from a Social Media advertisement. He 
completed the online application and was invited in for testing.
Klontz was the first patient in the OSPREY study to be 
implanted with the device. Two weeks later, he found out he 
is part of the active group, and his device will be activated. 
“I am hopeful this will get my sleep apnea under control so 
my partner and I can get a good night’s sleep,” Klontz said.
BayCare is one of 20 sites across the nation enrolling patients 
for the study, which is expected to last 12 to 15 months. 
For information on this trial at Morton Plant Hospital, visit: 
www.livanova.com/en-us/home/obstructive-sleep-apnea or 
contact the study coordinator, Marietta Bibbs at 
727-725-6455.
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CLEARWATER AQUARIUM: THE BEGINNINGS
Dennis Kellenberger 
The genesis of the popular Clearwater Marine Aquarium on 
Island Estates was called Seaorama. Created in the 1950s 
by a couple of Zoologist, Cricket and Cappy Harris, the 
marine attraction was located in a small empty building in 
the Clearwater Marina location.
Back in the 1950s, no one could ever imagine that 
Clearwater Beach’s Seaorama would be revived as the 
Clearwater Marine Science Center, incorporated in 1972. 
Or evolve into the Clearwater Marine Aquarium, and for 
a short time The Florida Aquarium…all paving the way for 
what it is today.
I initially enrolled in an oceanography class while I was still 
in the service, but obtained my most important education 
and experience at the then St. Petersburg Junior college, now 
known as the St. Petersburg College. Dr. Heyward Mathews 
was my professor and mentor. He made a huge impact 
on my life as my oceanography /marine biology Professor 
and still does to this day. As one of his student assistants, I 
had the great experience of an Oceanography field trip to 
the Florida Keys giving me an even greater respect for our 
marine ecology. 
While I was attending SPC and serving as Dr Mathews 
student assistant, he showed me the first brochure for the 
Clearwater Marine Science Center that was just in the 
planning stage and had finally acquired a home-the old 
wastewater treatment plant. I later changed the name of The 
Clearwater Marine Science Center to Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium when I joined the organization. The modest motto 
was “A Window to the Sea.” 
Dr. Mathews had recently received a call from then 
Clearwater City Manager Picot Floyd.

“Dr. Mathews,” said the Floyd, “we 
have an obsolete sewage treatment 
plant on the waterfront at Island 
Estates. It’s too costly to tear out all 
those large cement tanks. Do you 
think it would be a good location 
for your sea museum?”
The steering committee adapted 
quickly, changing the Seaorama 
name to the more dignified 
Clearwater Marine Science Center, 
on beautiful Island Estates, in sight of all the cars passing on 
Memorial Causeway. And, as it turned out, it would become 
much more than a simple Window to the Sea.
I remember helping Dr. Mathews, along with volunteers, 
build a pontoon boat and in the summer of 1979 we took 
the first small classes of children out in the bay, seining with 
an old shrimp net and an otter trawl to collect specimens to 
examine when we returned to the classroom.
Over the next 25 years, we pioneered many programs 
in education, rescue, and rehabilitation as we created 
the marine mammal, sea turtle, and otter rescue and 
rehabilitation programs, and animal assisted therapy 
program for children that filled such a void.
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium came about and evolved 
as a result of so many special events and people that came 
into my life.
I am currently working on a book “Tale of Tails” that will 
document many details of the events and people of the first 
25 years.
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FERTILIZERS: AN
ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

In the quest for the perfect 
lawn, people apply fertilizers 
and pesticides to their yards 
each year, priming their 
grasses for potentially serious 
ecological and human 
health consequences. These 
chemicals run off lawns into 
the Intracoastal, local springs, 
streams, lakes and rivers 
every time it rains, eventually 
washing in the Gulf of Mexico. 
The resulting process causes 
more than half of our water 
pollution, thus harming our waterways and the plants and 
animals that thrive in aquatic habitats.
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance prohibits residents from 
fertilizing lawns during the rainy season. From June 1 to Sept. 
30, fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus cannot 
be applied to lawns or landscape plants. Fertilizers are not 
plant food. They sometimes can be used to supplement sugars 
that plants make through photosynthesis.
If you decide to use a fertilizer, use it properly. It’s easy:
• Make fertilizer selections based on need. Decide which 
nutrients will give you the result that you want for your lawn, 
and then buy only those.
• Use fertilizers sparingly to reduce nitrate levels. More is 
not necessarily better. Read and follow all instructions on the 
package.
• Do not fertilize when storm events are forecast. This will help 
reduce the level of nutrients washing into water systems during 
and after the storm.
• Select slow-release fertilizers. They are kinder to the 
environment and are usually more cost effective. Look for 
terms like “time-released,” “slow-release,” or “water insoluble 
nitrogen” on the fertilizer’s package.
• Remember to fertilize only when needed. Do not apply more 
than one pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of grass.
Do your part to preserve our water, coastlines, and wildlife – 
the very things that help make our area so wonderful. For more 
information about fertilizers or how to protect our waterways, 
visit watermatters.org or befloridian.com.

DISTRACTED DRIVING 
When you type a text, or even read a text, you’re taking your 
eyes off the road for several seconds. It doesn’t feel like a 
long time, but you may be surprised to know that in just five 
seconds, a car driving at 55 mph can travel the length of an 
entire football field. 
A lot can happen in the time it takes for you to write a text. A 
child can run into the road or the driver in front of you might 
slam on their brakes. With your eyes on your phone, you might 
swerve into the bike lane. Driving a car demands your full 
attention and taking your eyes off the road can be fatal.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says that 
424,000 people were injured in 2019 in crashes involving a 
distracted driver. According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 3,142 people died due to distracted 
driving in 2020. That’s almost nine people every day dying 
because someone had to check their phone, put on lipstick, or 
adjust their radio. Approximately one in five of those fatalities 
were pedestrians or people outside a vehicle – joggers, bike 
riders, or people pulled over to the side of the road.
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BATS IN YOUR BACKYARD 
By Lara Milligan, Natural Resources Agent UF/IFAS Extension 
Pinellas County 
It is hard to imagine what Pinellas County looked like in the 
early 1900s. Many long-time residents can share stories of 
US 19 as a one-lane dirt road, of 20 minute commutes from 
north to south county, of the open grasslands and cattle that 
roamed on Boot Ranch and the stories go on and on! 
Now we have had a tremendous amount of development 
over the years! Can you imagine being any animal species 
and trying to survive all of the area’s changes? One of these 
animals, that we do not often think about is the bat. 
Bats are an amazing species for a variety of reasons, but 
two reasons that many people are fond of them is for their 
pest control and nutrient services. Bats can consume up to 
3,000 insects a night and when female bats are nursing 
their young, their energy requirement is even higher. To put 
this into perspective for you, a nursing bat can consume 
up to 2/3 of its body weight daily, which is equivalent to a 
150-pound human consuming 100 pounds of food per day! 
There is no doubt they eat a lot of food and what goes in 
must come out. As they say, everything that eats poops, 
right? The neat thing about bat poop or guano is that you 
can use it as a natural fertilizer. It’s true. So not only can bats 
help to keep the mosquito populations under control, they 
can help keep your garden healthy too! 
Here is the scoop if you want to attract bats to your yard. 
There are 1,100 species of bats in the world, 48 in the 
United States and 13 in Florida. Of those 13, you can attract 
4 with a bat house: the Evening, Big Brown, Brazilian free-
tailed and Southeastern bat. In the natural environment, 
bats roost in caves and trees, but with as much development 

as Florida has seen and 
will continue to see, 
bats’ opportunity to 
find habitat in trees is 
diminishing. Providing a 
bat house is one way to 
help provide additional 
shelter options for these 
creatures. 
Just as people are very 
particular in what they 
call their home, bats 
tend to be pretty picky about bat houses too. You want to 
make sure you do your research before you build or buy 
one to put up in your yard. The University of Florida has 
an EDIS publication on “Effective Bat Houses for Florida,” 
which can be found at: bit.ly/FLbats. EDIS is the Electronic 
Data Information Source of UF/IFAS Extension, a collection 
of information on topics relevant to you. 
If you don’t have a yard to put a bat house in, you can still help 
by encouraging others to protect their natural environment. 
For example, bats may roost in Spanish moss, dead and 
hanging palm fronds, or inside hallowed out trees. You can 
encourage people to leave these roost sites as they are. Also, 
promote the use of native plants in landscapes as they tend 
to attract non-pest insects, which in turn can attract bats. 
Everyone can play a part in bat conservation! What will you 
do? Let me know on Facebook (@PCENaturalResources) 
or Twitter (Pinellas_Ext_NR). Send your feedback about 
Everyday Nature articles at: bit.ly/EverydayNature. 
You can reach Lara at 727-453-6905 or via e-mail at 
Lara317@ufl.edu 

Bat House in a Tree
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, 
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You 
don’t need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater 
Beach. Many members don’t have boats. Their social activities 
center around parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar. 
Their Summer Membership program began in May and runs 
through September 30th. It has no initiation fee and monthly 
dues are $250, with no food minimum, just lots of fun in the 
Florida sun. Summer members can use the pool, tiki bar, dining 
room and other amenities, including participating in weekly 
parties. Best of all, you can meet new people. It is a great way 
to see for yourself how much fun it is, with no obligations. 
You can end your membership whenever you wish, or convert 
to a permanent member in the Fall. Call the Yacht Club’s 
office, 447-6000. Learn more at ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, 
or e-mail Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.
BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB 
The Belleair Women’s Republican Club will host a Candidate 
Forum for newly redrawn District 13 (Florida State House of 
Representatives), on Friday, June 3, from 11:30 am until 1 
pm at the Belleair Country Club, One Country Club Lane, 
Belleair. A check for $32 for the luncheon will reserve a 
seat if received by May 30th. Please mail check to: BWRC 
Treasurer Robin Schenck, 301Belleview Blvd., Belleair, FL 
33756. Unfortunately, no walk ups can be accommodated 
WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB
This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are 
welcome to come and socialize. They meet at local country 
clubs or restaurants on the first Tuesday of each month with 
programs, activities or speakers of interest.
The next luncheon will be at the Belleair Country Club on 
June 7th at 11:30 am. The program will be on Hurricane 
Preparedness by Jessica McCracken from Pinellas County 
Emergency Management. Please contact Judy at 
512-789-5686 
SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
The Sand Key Civic Association is a non-partisan, 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the 
quality of life on Sand Key. Founded in 1991, current 
membership includes sixteen condo associations and seven 
businesses researching issues, distributing information and 
representing the views of residents at city, county, and state 
levels. They participate in The Barrier Island Government 
Council and The Florida Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association and also holds a corporate membership with 
the Clearwater Community Sailing Center.
They hope to resume “in person” meetings in the near future, 
but due to COVID 19 variants, the Board will continue 
to meet via “Zoom” video conferencing so interested 
members can also attend. Meetings are scheduled for the 
first Wednesday of each month. Look for a “Zoom” link in 
the email announcing each month’s agenda, or obtain the 
link on our website at sandkeycivicassociation.org. 
Contact the secretary at skcainc@aol.co, with any questions. 

LARGO ART ASSOCIATION
They meet weekly at the Largo Community Center (400 
Alternate Kean Rd, Largo). It is a gathering of local artists 
to paint and network. They have open studio, Juried 
member shows and periodic demonstrations. If you are 
interested, join on Fridays between 10am and 2pm. Call 
727-518-3131. 

MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS 
The Clearwater chapter of the Military Order of the World 
Wars meets the first Tuesday at the Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 
Palm Blvd., Dunedin. 
Social hour is at 11:30 am followed by lunch and a short 
program. Active duty, retired, or former Military officers and 
their spouses, or widows, are invited to attend. The MOWW 
welcomes those interested to RSVP for lunch, by calling 
Richard Gouin at 727-789-6754. 
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION
June 11th 8-10am they will have a Causeway Cleanup. 
Meet at the entrance to Island Estates. Safety vests, tongs 
and bags will be supplied. Email Kathy at 
MyIECATreasurer@gmail.com
SEASIDE SEABIRD SANCTUARY REHAB REPORT 
The Sanctuary had another record year of admissions with 
a total of 3,969 birds entering the hospital’s doors last 
year. With summer being their busiest time of year due to 
baby birds and last year’s severe red tide bloom that was 
active from June through January, their dedicated staff and 
volunteers were working nonstop caring for birds in need. 
The good news is the hospital was able to successfully 
rehabilitate and release nearly 1,900 birds, You can help 
by properly disposing of fishing line, hooks and filleted 
carcasses, planting native plants in your yard to provide 
food and nesting habitat, and supporting local conservation 
efforts preserving habitats.

FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
The Majeed Discovery Garden Groundbreaking Ceremony 
is June 11 from 9 to 11am. There will be a reception, 10 am 
ceremony, followed by light refreshments. Join them at the 
McKay Creek Plaza at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo.
The Discovery Garden will have magical places where kids 
can interact with plants, see how food and fibers grow, and 
experience the role of birds, butterflies, and bees in nature. 
This garden will not only expose youngsters to our natural 
Florida environment, but will also provide marvelous 
learning opportunities. 
100 WOMEN WHO CARE OF PINELLAS COUNTY 
100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County presented $12,625 
to the House of Mercy and Encouragement in Dunedin on 
March 25, 2022. The House of Mercy and Encouragement 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to faithfully providing 
mental health and educational services to children and their 
families that encourage caring, compassion, and a sense of 
well-being in a welcoming and comfortable environment. 
The group will also receive a $5,000 matching grant from 
the Richard M. Schulze Foundation. 
100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County is a philanthropic 
group that provides an avenue for women to bring financial 
support to local, charitable organizations that have a 501(c)
(3) status. Members commit to attending four meetings per 
year (one per quarter) and pledge to donate $100 to an 
elected charity at each meeting. For each meeting, the 
members have the opportunity to nominate a charity, three 
of the nominated charities are then randomly selected to 
give a 5-minute presentation, a vote is taken, and then 
checks are written directly to the winning charity. Since 
February of 2013, the group has given $355,675 to local 
charities. 
Contact Brenda George at 727-515-1868 for more 
information or visit www.100womenpinellas.org. 

Community News...
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CLOTHES TO KIDS (CTK)
Summer is almost here and its time to clean out your kids 
jammed closets & dressers. CTK has an idea - donate those 
gently used clothes, uniforms and shoes that no longer fit to 
Clothes To Kids. They continually need new and gently used 
clothing and shoes: boys’ and girls’ pants, shorts, tops both 
short and long-sleeved, dresses and shoes. 
Each year Clothes To Kids provides more than 11,000 
wardrobes to children in need in our community FREE of 
charge. For information or an appointment to shop, call 
727-441-5050 or visit www.ClothesToKids.org.

THE ISLAND ESTATES WOMEN’S CLUB
The Island Estates Women’s club is pleased to announce the 
following young ladies from Clearwater High School have 
been awarded this year’s scholarships. 
Rita O’Neil Memorial Scholarship ($5,000) awarded to 
Kelsey Cooper who will attend the University of Florida, 
majoring in Microbiology.
Marie Wadsworth Memorial Scholarship ($3,000) awarded 
to Lauren Fornshell who will attend the University of Florida 
majoring in Psychology .
IEWC Charitable Trust Scholarship ($3,000) awarded to 
Iyanna George who will attended Ohio State University to 
major in Business and/or Dermatology.
IEWC Charitable Trust Scholarship ($3,000) awarded to 
Isabilita Sekulovich who will be entering the United States 
Coast Guard Academy and studying Government.
MDA Scholarship ($3,000) awarded to Yareli Franco-Cruz 
who will attend St. Petersburg College and major in Nursing.
MDA Scholarship ($3,000) awarded to Samatha Bosetti who 
will attend the University of Florida to major in Biology.
MDA Scholarship ($3,000) awarded to Joycelyn Rivera who 
will attend the University of Florida to major in Biology.
Through the organization’s fundraising efforts and the kindness 
of scholarship donors they continue to be able to provide these 
funds to the young women of the Clearwater area. 

ISLAND ESTATES YACHT CLUB 
Island Estates Yacht Club has had a busy and fun-filled 
spring. The home of Carol and Harry Bickford in March was 
the IEYC’s annual Potluck - all prepared by IEYC’s talented 
“chefs.” The wine and lavender lemon Collins were flowing!  
They were treated to appetizers, including deviled eggs, an 
antipasto platter, and eggplant caponata; main dishes, such 
as shrimp scampi, chicken marsala and eggplant involtini; 
and decadent desserts - tortoni, cannolis, and miniature 
chocolate treats. Yum!
Cheeseburgers in Paradise was the theme for the party held 
at Dunedin Golf Club in April 24. Thirty-two members and 
guests enjoyed fun filled activities. Teams competed for 
prizes by playing Corn Hole, Hole-in-One, and a Water 
Blaster game, which required hitting a target. The games 
were followed up with a burger bar, including cheeseburgers 
(of course), grilled chicken, hot dogs, fries and all the fixings. 
A lively trivia game was conducted during dessert. A great 
time was had by all.
Upcoming events include a Threshers baseball game on July 
27, and “High Tea at Low Table” on August 27 at Dunedin 
Golf Club. The schedule of 2022 events is now available on 
online at www.islandestatesyc.org. 

Community News...
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BEACH ART CENTER
We are extremely excited to announce that Andrea Harms 
has taken on the full-time position of Operations Manager at 
the Beach Art Center. The Beach Art Center has operated for 
the past several years without full-time management as we 
focused on re-building our programs and making necessary 
improvements to our building with the help of dedicated 
volunteers, board members and our generous community. 
Barbara Parker has served as both the Operations Manager 
and Board President. 
Creative Kids Camp is BACK at the Beach Art Center! Eight 
weeks are available, with up to three options each week. Visit 
www.beachartcenter.org/kids-camp for full options. You will 
find options in Pottery, Painting, Claymation, Print Making, 
Story Creation, The Art of Story Telling, Cartooning, Preserving 
Our Planet, Mythological Imaginary Animal - and the list goes 
on! We have a camp that will spark interest with about ANY 
child! Camps run 9am - 3pm, Monday - Friday. Weekly Camps 
will run from June 6 to Aug 5. Prices are $225 per week ($200 
for members of the Beach Art Center)
Our Kid’s Show will run through June 30. 
ART ON THE ROCKS 
While many of our weekly classes will be on hiatus while camp 
is in session, Art on the Rocks will continue. These classes run 
in the evenings, instruction and all materials are included. 
Have fun and leave with a completed project!
• Fri 6/10 - Beach Scenes Resin Jewelry
• Sat 6/11 - Mermaid Wine Glasses
For information or to register, visit beachartcenter.org. The 
Beach Art Center is located in Indian Rocks Beach at 1515 
Bay Palm Blvd.
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION 
They are a community organization of residents and business 
owners, whose mission is to promote civic, recreational and 
social projects while improving and enriching our community. 
They are dedicated to providing a strong and unified voice for 
their neighborhood in City affairs and issues. 
Membership is $35 annually per household or $100 per 
business. Donations are welcome also. You may join at 
clearwaterbeachassoc.com/membership. Contact CBA 
President Samuel Hutkin at hutloan@aol.com with questions. 
Upcoming events:
• June 7 – CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea’s 

Fellowship Hall
• June 11 – Pool Party Clearwater Beach Rec Pool – 1-3pm
• June 25 – Mini-Golf – 7-9pm
• September 6 – CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea 

Fellowship Hall
• September 17 – Adopt-A-Park Cleanup – Meet at Rec 

Center at 9AM – Clean-up both McKay & Rec Center Parks
• October 2 – Hooters Clearwater Offshore Nationals Boat 

Races – Gather at Beach Access #6 – 11-3pm
• October 4 – CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea 

Fellowship Hall
• October 21 – Pub Crawl – 6-8:30pm – Locations to be 

Determined
• November 1 – CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea 

Fellowship Hall
• December 6 – CBA Annual Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by 

the Fellowship Hall
• December 10 – Annual Holiday Party – 6-9pm
• December 17 – Lighted Bike & Santa Parade – 6-8:30pm

Community News...
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THE RUBE ALLYN REEF AND THE MAN IT IS NAMED FOR
By Keith Kans
I am a long-time resident of the greater Tampa Bay area. 
I grew up in St. Petersburg and Dunedin and have been 
back for many years as an adult, following my service in 
the Navy. I have enjoyed fishing since I was in elementary 
school, boating most of my adult life, and much more 
recently diving in our local waters and throughout the 
state. All of these pastimes I find extremely enjoyable and 
reinforce for me why our area must be the best place to live.
In recent years I have worked my way to certification as 
a professional in the recreational SCUBA diving industry. 
One of my favorite roles in this capacity is to serve as a dive 
guide and crew member with a well-known dive operation 
in Clearwater. Simply put, I help crew the boat and I 
provide certified recreational divers with the information 
and support that they need to conduct safe and enjoyable 
dives in the Gulf of Mexico. I also lead those who want to 
personally dive with me on underwater tours of the natural 
and artificial reefs that lie just a few miles offshore. Diving 
has opened my eyes to the beautiful environment and the 
unique life that has always existed below as I sat in a boat 
ignorant of the magic. I now get to see with my own eyes 
that things I thought I knew as a land-based intellect were 
in many cases, wrong. I genuinely enjoy sharing that with 

others.
One of the key 
services I provide 
to my divers is a 
dive briefing of 
the sites we will 
visit before they 
enter the water. 
A frequent and 
special site that 
we visit is the 
Rube Allyn Reef, a 
set of underwater 
structures placed 
by Pinellas 

County over the past several decades. Early on I learned 
from my co-workers that the reef is a collection of “bric-
a-brac” from the former Sand Key Bridge. The reef is 
comprised of more than six hundred tons of cement. 
Basically, it is a set of pilings and spans from a bridge I 
used to fish from as a boy. The structure is grown over with 
corals and plant-life and holds a dynamic and impressive 
collection of sea life - large and small.
That material information about the site is important of 
course, but I quickly wondered, “Why is it named Rube 
Allyn?” Rube Allyn sounded to me like the name of a vessel, 
and I have heard many divers refer to it as the “Rube Allyn 
Wreck.” Why would Pinellas County name a pile of bridge 
materials placed to construct a massive artificial reef after a 
boat? It was time to do some research.
The first stage of my quest for information took me in an 
unexpected direction. Rube Allyn was a person, and the 
Rube Allyn that the reef is named for is a storied personality 
from our area’s early days, but is not the first Rube Allyn 
that comes up in a search. That first Rube Allyn was born in 
Ontario, Canada in 1866. Life led him on a winding path, 
which eventually led him to west central Florida. Along the 
way he worked as a boatyard worker in Philadelphia, a 
rough-and-tumble entertainer throughout both the northern 
and southern United States, and as a tramp newspaperman 
in Sarasota. He was an aspiring politician on present day 

Siesta Key, and a murder suspect. What? Yes, William 
“Rube” Allyn, Senior was suspected and arrested for the 
violent, bludgeoning murder of former Sarasota Mayor 
Harry L. Higel on the morning of January 7, 1921, a crime 
which occurred on the north end of Siesta Key.
Rube Allyn, Sr. was eventually acquitted of the crime and 
released. The evidence makes for extremely interesting 
reading but at the time was deemed to be circumstantial, 
and the murderer, whoever it was, evaded justice. According 
to my research, Rube Allyn Sr. had an interesting life with 
more than one instance of fisticuffs and violence woven into 
his story. Certainly though, Pinellas County would not name 
one of its best artificial reefs for a man suspected of murder. 
Would it?
No, it would not. Rube 
Allyn Senior was father 
of six, including Rupert 
Royce “Rube” Allyn, 
Junior. The younger 
Rube graduated from 
Sarasota High School, 
and like his father went 
into journalism and 
writing. He was an 
adventurer and author, 
and sometimes was 
thought of as Tampa 
Bay’s hometown version 
of Ernest Hemingway. 
He, like Hemingway 
was a war veteran, 
serving in submarines during World War II. He was a writer 
who was a long-time fishing editor for the St. Petersburg 
Times known for romanticizing fishing in his works. He also 
wrote many books related to fishing, specifically here on the 
west coast of Florida. I found during my research that he 
wrote a book I bought when I was about ten at a small shop 
behind the Kingfish restaurant at John’s Pass. I dutifully 
carried that book in my tackle box until well into my forties! 
Also Hemingway-esque, he was a colorful figure who 
liked to have an enjoyable time and who left us with many 
interesting stories. For one, he was an outdoors-man who 
became a legendary local fishing expert. He operated a 
shark-fishing business during the Great Depression until, 
as the story is told, a twelve-foot bull shark “ate” his 
homemade boat. A real-life version of Benchley’s Captain 
Quint forty years earlier!
In another tale rooted to Rube’s reputation as a local ladies’ 
man, one day he was aboard a boat heading out of John’s 
Pass for a day of sport fishing, when a spurned paramour 
spotted him. Unhappy with the conclusion of the relationship, 
she shouted out in earshot of many witnesses, “Rube Allyn, 
you are the biggest liar in town!” Rube, without missing a 
beat, replied, “and you, madam, are the most beautiful 
woman upon whom I have ever laid my eye,” leaving her to 
draw one of two equally unpleasant conclusions.
So, if you are a SCUBA diver or a fisherman, the next time 
that you visit the Rube Allyn remember that you are visiting 
a site meant to remember a local bit of Pinellas County’s 
history. A site named for a fishing and story-telling pioneer 
in our area. 
Now, we know!
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NEED A LIFT? CALL PSTA ACCESS!
Unless you have needed it, many people are unaware the 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) offers inexpensive 
transportation for those that have a condition that keeps them 
from driving or riding in a standard car. It might be a permanent 
disability or a recent accident limiting your mobility, including 
blindness or limited eyesight. If this describes you or someone 
you know, PSTA is here to help.
Their program (formally called DART) is now called PSTA 
Access, and offers a new program called Mobility on Demand.
PSTA operates several vehicles that can either prescheduled 
and on demand that can come to your residence and take you 
most anywhere you need to goat a minimal cost. Rates vary 
from $3.50 to $4.50 per trip - or $9 round trip.
PSTA Access, limited to areas within Pinellas County, operates 
58 vehicles — 53 full sized vans, 5 larger specialized vehicles 
and many undedicated sedans. They also have an arrangement 
with outside contractors (taxi services, Uber and Lyft) who may 
be the service provider for your type and time of need.
“This is not a taxi service,” says Bonnie Epstein, Director of 
Mobility at PSTA.  “You normally must notify PSTA the day prior 
to your needed ride and you must be a pre-registered client, 
but registration is free.” 
“The ADA (Americans With Disabilities Act) makes it possible for 
people with disabilities to have better access to the community,” 
adds Epstein. “PSTA Access will encourage people to use public 
transportation more often.”
Anyone applying for the PSTA Access Service should call to 
request an application at 727-540-1888 option 4. Applicants will 
receive the application by mail, 
email, or fax which they must 
return. Mobility consultations 
will be done over the phone and 
take about 30 minutes. After 
the consultation and medical 
verification, you will be placed 
into their membership database. 
“I needed this fantastic service 
recently when I had an accident. 
I fell down at church,” says 
George Cretekos, Belleair 
resident and former Mayor of 
Clearwater. “This PSTA program 
provides convenient and economical service for those with 
limited mobility, such as me. We used it because I did not want 
to get in and out of our car with the condition that my leg was 
in at that time. I was able to stay in my wheelchair for the ride 
to the doctor’s office - and back.”
For information on this PSTA program, go to PSTA.net/Programs 
and look for “paratransit,” or call 727-540-1888 option 4.

RECYCLING DROP-OFF CENTERS: 
Calling All Responsible & Aspiring Recyclers!

Did you know over 40 county-wide Recycling Drop-off 
Centers are available to residents and visitors free of charge? 
For an interactive online map of the recycling drop-off 
centers throughout Pinellas County, scan this QR code or 
visit www.pinellascounty.org/recycle. 
To find out what items are accepted at different centers, click 
on the blue recycle icon that represents a center on the map 
or select a center from the list on the left-hand side of the 
screen. Most programs accept all the items on the cover of 
the 2022 Recycle Guide: glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles 
and jugs, metal food and beverage cans, cartons, paper, and 
cardboard. You can find an online version of the 2022 Recycle 

Guide at pinellascounty.org/recycleguide. 
Place accepted items in a bin at your home. 
The next time you’re heading out to run 
errands, find a Recycling Drop-off Center 
that’s on your way by using the Google map. Then, grab 
the bin from your home, and drop-off your clean, dry, and 
unbagged recyclables for free! When you reach the address 
listed on the map, look for a large, metal, labeled recycling 
collection container. Keep your eyes peeled because the 
containers are often nestled in the corner of a parking lot or 
behind a town hall or government center. No government 
identification or sign-in is required.




