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Baseball’s Spring Training Begins
Interested in attending a game? We have a 
complete schedule of all the local games.  - page 27

FLORIDA TURNS 200 FLORIDA TURNS 200   
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

FFlorida has a birthday this year and it is a 
big one – two hundred years! On March 
30, 1822 Florida became an official 

territory of the United States. 
The process of becoming a territory was long. 
It began in 1513 when Spain owned Florida 
after Ponce de Leon landed on Florida’s 
east coast and declared the land to be the 
property of Spain. He named it “La Florida,” 
meaning “Land of Flowers. “
In addition to Florida, Spain claimed most of 
today’s southeastern United States—as far 
north as North Carolina, and as far west as 
the Pacific Ocean. Spain owned Florida until 
1819 - about 300 years - except for a twenty-
year period (1763-1783) when they traded it 
to Great Britain.

During those twenty years, the British attempted to govern Florida as two colonies—East Florida with 
St. Augustine as the capital and West Florida with Pensacola as its capital. The British hoped to create 
a strong economy based on exports and traded with the local Indians and Cubans.
Florida remained a British Colony during the American Revolution (1775-1783). During the war, Spain 
sided with France in support of the Colonists and invaded Pensacola in 1781. 
After the war, Great Britain traded Florida back to Spain and the English fled leaving the area 
“de-populated and unguarded.” Spain’s reoccupation consisted of some government officials and 
soldiers—but few settlers.
To improve things, they encouraged Spanish and American citizens to settle on the lands for free, as 
long as they signed a loyalty oath to Spain.                                                              - Continued on page 6

Winter’s Legacy
Winter became an 
inspiration for people 
with disabilities, 
particularly among 
amputees. Her legacy 
will continue.

                  - page 22

Sheriff’s10th Anniversary 
Bob Gualtieri has been at the helm of the Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s Office for a decade and has 
been in law enforcement for almost forty years. 
                                                                       -page 26

Paddling for 
a Purpose

Meet Nan Provost, RN. 
She’s taking a unique and  
innovative approach to 
suicide prevention and 
awareness.         

 -page 15
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FEBRUARY
Chinese New Year    1 
Ground Hog Day     2 
East-West Shrine Game    3 
Blues On The Block    4-5 
Beach Walk Walk     5 
Fan Fest Tampa Bay Rays    5 
Backwater’s Chili Cookoff    6 
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer  10 
Galentines In Antique Alley  10 
Florida State Fair    10-21 
Outdoor Movie Night    11
Market In The Bluffs    12 
Super Bowl Sunday    13 
Peace Concert Series,    13 
Valentine’s Day    14
Deadline To Register To Vote  14 
Belleair Garden Club Junk & Jewels 17-18
Third Friday At The Belleair Rec   18 
Winter Fest on the Rocks Indian Rocks 19
Town Of Belleair Garage Sale   19 
Little League Opens    19
President’s Day    21
Schools & Banks     21 
Girl Scout Cookie Sales Begin   21 
Florida State Fair Closes    21

St Petersburg Grand Prix              25-27 
Gasparilla Music Festival      25
Spring Training Begins    26 
Beach Art Center’s Gala    26 
Gasparilla Run     26 
MARCH 
Fat Tuesday    1
Ash Wednesday     2
Lent Begins     2
Belleair Sunset 5k & Fun Run   5 
Belleair Bluffs Garage Sale   5
Women’s Day     8 
Market In The Bluffs    12
Reds, Whites and Bites    12 
Daylight Savings Time Begins   13
Peace Concert Series    13 
Municipal Elections    15 
Spring Break Public Schools 14-21
St Patrick’s Day    17 
Shamrock Run        18
Spring Begins     20 
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer   24 
Rotary’s Beach Run Indian Rocks 26
Florida’s 200th Birthday    30

BELLEAIR AREA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is about your 
neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of this 
newsletter. You may pick up additional 
copies of this newsletter at all City 
Halls, Panara Bread, UPS Store and 
the Belleair Market. Call 430-8300 if 
you need more than a few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com. 
Follow us on Facebook for ongoing 
local news.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN APRIL

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall:               584-2151
 Fire Dept:               587-6714 
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr   
COMMISSIONERS — 
  Joseph A. Barkley, III • Suzy Sofer
  Stephen McNally • Taylour Shimkus 
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 MAYOR - Joseph Manzo 
 COMMISSIONERS — Robyn Ache
  Frank Bankard • Glenn Gunn • Leslie Notaro
  Dave Gattis Vice Mayor • Rita Swope  
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 MAYOR: Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
 COMMISSIONERS — Mike Tolbert
  Dorothy Niewlarowski • Deborah 
  Roseman, Vice Mayor • Mike Tolbert 
  Steve Bloom 
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair     588-3769
 Public Works:       588-3795 
 Police Dept:       588-3769
 MAYOR - Mike Wilkinson
 COMMISSIONERS — Tom Shelly • Tom Kurey 
Thomas Nessler • Coleen Chaney 
CITY OF LARGO www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Info:          587-6700
 Fire Dept:          587-6714
 Police:                                    586-7427
 MAYOR - Woody Brown
 VICE MAYOR - Michael Smith
 COMMISSIONERS — Eric Gerard
  John Carroll • James Robinson 
  Samantha Fenger • Donna Holck-----------------------------------------
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH     582-6177
DUKE POWER            443-2641
BELLEAIR REC CENTER      518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304

BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB     585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP  669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Sebastian Berdychowski         265-6658
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President            595-1791
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose           238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Laura Katz, President     735-7574
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Lois O’Donnell     595-1349
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak      686-8797 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB  316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING      517-7776
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO     464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES     464-3377 
  Karen Seel            464-3278
STATE:
Senator Ed Hooper,     727-771-2102
  Republican, District 16
  3450 East Lake Road Ste 305, Palm Harbor
  Hooper.Ed.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes         727-395-2512
  Republican, Dist. 24 
  3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
  Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Nick DiCeglie  727-588-7090
   Republican, District 66
  1940 West Bay Drive, Ste 4, Largo
  nick.diceglie@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Ron DeSantis
  Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio                  202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Rick Scott . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
  www.RickScott.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
and is mailed to 8,000 households 
occupied residence and business 
in Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, 
Harbor Bluffs, and part of Largo. We 
are not officially associated with any 
city government.

PUBLISHERS
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-430-8300 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785

BeachNewsletters.com

If you are interested in advertising, 
we offer resident, multi-city and 

annual discounts. Ads need to be 
reserved one month in advance. 

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
for more information.

© 2022 Griffin Productions, Inc.
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Did You Know

FIRESTONE GRAND PRIX RETURNS The Annual 
“Firestone Grand Prix of St Petersburg” is back for its 18th 
year with spectators. Due to the Pandemic, last year it was 
seen just by television audiences. Normally held in March, 
this year the race is Friday-Sunday, February 25-27 in 
Downtown St. Petersburg.
It is a series of races along a picturesque 14-turn, 1.8-mile 
temporary track. There are multiple races, culminating in the 
Verizon IndyCar Series race on Sunday, February 27. 
General Admission race tickets range from $25 Friday 
to $55 Sunday. Packages for all 3 days are $60. VIP and 
Bleacher Seating is available.
Buy tickets in advance or get information at 
www.StPete.org/Grand-Prix.                 
OUTDOOR MARKET CONTINUES The Belleair Bluffs’ 
Outdoor Market continues on the second Saturday of the 
month from 9am to 2pm, at 2747 Sunset Blvd Belleair Bluffs, 
outside of City Hall. A variety of vendors will being offering 
handmade items, local honey, jewelry, gourmet foods, a 
variety of art, garden art,  plants & pet items. Some vendors 
differ from month-to-month. The event is pet friendly. 
2022 dates are February 12, March 12, April 9, and May 14.
For more event information or to be a vendor, e-mail 
EventsbyJK@aol.com.                    
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHTS $5 movie nights at the 
Dimmitt Community Center are back, and tickets are on sale 
now. Mark your calendars for February 11 and March 25. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.            
MARCH’S MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS - MARCH 15
• Town of Belleair has two open 

commissioner seats but the 
incumbents were the only 
two who qualified and will 
serve another term.

• Belleair Beach has six 
candidates running for three 
open Council seats, two are 
incumbents. Two candidates 
are running for Mayor including 

       the incumbent.
• Belleair Bluffs has three candidates running for two open 

commissioner seats. Two candidates are incumbents.
• Belleair Shore is not holding an election.
• Clearwater has three people running for each of the two 

open seats. 
The Deadline to Register for this election is February 14th. The 
deadline to request a Mail In Ballot is March 5th. 
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and More...
BELLEAIR SUNSET 
5K & FUN RUN The 
20th annual Belleair 
Sunset 5K & Fun Run 
is returning March 5th 
with the best post-race 
party around. View the 
course map, see rates, 
and learn more at 
townofbelleair.com/5k. 
Resident discounts 
are available in 
person at the Dimmitt 
Community Center.   
COMMUNITY WIDE GARAGE SALE Town of Belleair 
residents can sign up to participate in our community garage 
sale being held on February 19, by filling out the forms at 
townofbelleair.com/garagesale. A map of homes will also be 
posted there a few days before the event.                
BLUES ON THE BLOCK With construction underway at 
Coachman Park, the traditional Sea Blues Festival can not be 
held. This year as a replacement, the City of Clearwater is 
hosting “Blues on the Block” downtown on Cleveland Street, 
February 4 and 5.
The two-day music event will include food vendors, local 
brewers, and market vendors mainly on the 600 block of 
Cleveland Street. Each day different blues bands (both local 
and national) will perform. VIP seating is available. Get more 
information at MyClearwater.com.    
HOUSE NUMBERS All homes in the Town of Belleair must 
have house numbers six inches or taller. The clearer the 
numbers, the easier it is for first responders, USPS, Amazon, 
Uber Eats, and other drivers to find your home. It is a good 
idea for everyone whether you live in Belleair or not.   
CHOOSE BAMBOO 
According to industry 
experts, a single 40                                                                                                                                               
foot pine tree makes 
almost 1,500 rolls 
of toilet paper. The 
fastest growing pines 
grow up to two feet a 
year, meaning it takes 
twenty years for each harvested tree to regrow and make 
another 1,500 rolls of tissue. 
Bamboo, however, is the fastest-growing plant in the world 
and can grow up to 35 inches per DAY or 1.5 inches per hour! 
That is not a great thing in your yard, but the fact that it’s both 
soft and strong, as well as highly renewable, makes bamboo 
a premier toilet paper and paper towel material. Because 
it grows so quickly, bamboo can be replenished almost 
immediately after harvesting. 
Bamboo paper towels and toilet paper are now available in 
most local grocery stores. Give it a try.                  
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN APRIL If you need another copy of 
this newsletter, you may pick up one up at all City Halls, Panara 
Bread, The UPS Store and the Belleair Market. Call 
430-8300 if you need more than a few. Read this issue, and 
others, online at BeachNewsletters.com and follow us on 
Facebook for ongoing local news. 
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HAPPY 200TH ANNIVERSARY TO FLORIDA, continued
Beginning in about 1790, people from 
Georgia and South Carolina began 
moving into northern Florida. They were 
known as “Patriots.” 
Florida also became a haven for escaped 
slaves from southern plantations, 
specifically in southern Georgia. The 
Spanish offered slaves freedom, if they 
converted to Catholicism and agreed to 
serve in the Spanish military. Although Spain 
later reversed that policy, escaped slaves 
continued to flee to Florida where they 
were sheltered by Indians from the Lower 
Creek tribes of Alabama and Georgia. The 
slaves and Indians eventually merged and 
become known as The Seminoles Indians.
Spanish authorities never effectively policed 
the border and immigration from the north 
continued unchecked. The residents began 
to fight with the Seminoles. Rouge British 
traders provided guns and ammunition 
to the Seminoles escalating the problems. 
Anarchy reigned over most of Florida.
President James Madison and his Secretary 
of State James Monroe secretly plotted to 
seize Florida for the United States. They 
used the excuse that the Spanish were 
not able to “control anarchy and protect 
American citizens there.”
In January of 1811, Congress passed a 
secret act of acquisition for Florida when 
they were told it would “support local 
revolts against Spanish oppression.” 
In March of 1812, the United States 
invaded northern Florida in “The Patriot 
War of 1812.” The Seminoles joined with 
the Spanish, raiding homes and attacking 
Patriots and their sympathizers. It was 
not popular with Congress or the public 
causing President Madison to recall the 
troops and apologized to Spain. By May of 
1814, the Patriot movement had collapsed.
Relations between the United States and 
England deteriorated, culminating with the 
War of 1812. Though the U.S. had fought 
many battles with Spain, this time Spain 
sided with Great Britain. England and 
Spain were defeated and the U.S. annexed 
land west of Florida leading to the creation 
of Alabama and Mississippi. 
Many British loyalists sought refuge in the 
Florida territory, even though it was owned 
by the Spanish. They built a fort north of 
Apalachicola that had several names 
before eventually being called “Negro 
Fort” because it primarily housed runaway 
slaves and Indians. 
The American government slowly expanded 
toward the Pacific, but they had their eye 
on Florida. They did not like Spain owning 
land adjacent to its young country. Thomas 
Jefferson predicted that “the United States 
could not keep its hands off of Florida.”
Spain was at war with dozens of countries 
- all at the same time – including Great 

Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria, 
Peru, Ecuador, Granada and even Mexico. 
And they were running out of money. 
Florida was costly to Spain both in 
terms of money and manpower. Their 
forts throughout Florida, including in St. 
Augustine, Pensacola, St. Marks, and 
Key West, did not have enough soldiers.
There were constant border disputes 
along the loosely defined Georgia and 
Mississippi borders. When the Seminole 
Indians began attacking American citizens 
on their own property, the United States 
started to take it seriously.
In 1816, General Andrew Jackson sent 
Lieutenant Colonel Duncan Clinch 
to Florida to look for slaves and fight 
renegade Indians. He attacked Negro Fort 
to capture runaway slaves hiding there. 
The shelling of the fort killed 270 soldiers, 
women and children and caused an 
international incident with Spain. President 
Madison withdrew the troops and once 
again apologized to Spain. 
Two years later, due to increased hostilities 
with the Seminole Indians in South Georgia 
and north Florida, now President James 
Monroe asked General Andrew Jackson 
to go to Florida and fight the Indians; he 
gladly accepted. 
Having fought in other Spanish conflicts 
involving natives, fugitive slaves and 
settlers, Jackson, was very familiar with 
Florida’s problems. He hated the Spanish, 
and he hated the Indians. Virtually with no 
oversight, he invaded Indian strongholds 
from Pensacola to St Augustine. 
Jackson destroyed Seminole Villages in 
Mikasuki on the Suwannee River, then St. 
Marks. He captured and executed two 
British traders, who traded with the Indians 
- another international incident. Then he 
marched to Pensacola.
The Spanish surrendered Fort San Marco 
(St. Marks), Fort Barrancas and finally 
Spain’s primary Florida stronghold 
Pensacola, all coastal forts.
President Monroe ordered Jackson to 
retreat. Jackson declared victory, returned 
Pensacola to the Spanish government, and 
went home to Nashville, Tennessee where 
he announced he was “officially retired” 
from public service. 
The Spanish and British were furious, as 
were many in Congress. Secretary of 
State John Quincy Adams tried to smooth 
things over. He was already talking to 
his counterpart in Spain, Luis de Onis 
y Gonzalez-Vara about their North 
American relationship. They negotiated 
the “Adams-Onis Treaty,” also known as 
the “Transcontinental Treaty.” 
It was signed on February 22, 1819, but 
needed to be ratified by both countries. 

Spain did so on October 24, 1820, the 
United States four months later. 
The U.S. received Florida under Article 2 
of the Treaty. With Article 3, the U.S. also 
received Texas, the Louisiana Purchase, 
and the Oregon Territory. All claims to 
Texas were ceded, which became part of 
the Mexican territory in 1821. 
On March 3, 1821, President James 
Monroe authorized United States’ forces to 
take possession of Florida and provide for 
its initial governance. 
Few people lived south of a line running 
from Pensacola to St. Augustine. The 
population was estimated to be about 
12,000 people—50% of which were Black 
and/or Indian. Some Spanish residents left 
for Cuba or Spain, while others stayed and 
became U.S. citizens. 
Monroe tapped retired General Andrew 
Jackson to return to the territory and 
supervise Spain’s military exit. Jackson 
was an obvious choice. He was nearby, 
available, knew the territory, and hated 
the Spanish. His first act was to jail the 
reigning Spanish Governor until he agreed 
to leave peacefully.
Jackson served as temporary governor from 
March until the end of the year, although 
he considered his work done after three 
months and returned to Tennessee. He left 
his right-hand man, Robert Call in charge 
and recommended he be appointed the 
next governor.
Not taking Jackson’s advice, Monroe 
appointed William Pope DuVal to be the 
Florida Territory’s first official governor. 
Soon thereafter, Tallahassee was 
established as the capital, for no other 
reason than it was half-way between 
Pensacola and St. Augustine. 
Once it was an official territory, Americans 
flocked to Florida in search of free land 
and a better life. Most settled along the 
coasts or major rivers. The Seminoles did 
not like all these new neighbors, leading to 
three Seminole Wars – 1816-1819, 1835-
1842 and the final one in 1855-1858.
The second war occurred after Congress 
passed the “Armed Occupation Act of 
1842” giving citizens 160 acres if they 
settled the land, cleared five acres, and 
fought the Indians as needed. So many 
signed up - over forty in Pinellas County 
alone - the Act was repealed in 1844.
By 1840, the population of Florida had 
swelled to over 55,000 people, and most 
wanted to become a state. A constitutional 
convention was held in 1838 near 
Apalachicola, to draft a document for 
statehood. Seven years later, in March of 
1845, Congress granted Florida statehood 
and it became the twenty-seventh state in 
the Union. i
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The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.

RETIREMENT INCOME SURE, 
BUT HOW?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
You worked your entire life and that 
paycheck kept coming every two 
weeks. You retire and POW, no more 
money is deposited into the bank 
account. How do you ensure that 
you will have sufficient cash flow to 
pay the bills?
For most retirees, the first source 
is Social Security. You can take it 
as early as age 62 with a reduced 
benefit, at Full Retirement Age 
(gradually increasing to age 67), or 
at age 70 where the benefit reaches 
its maximum. The maximum monthly benefit in 2021 is 
$3,895. The average benefit is $1,543. The good news is that 
Social Security is adjusted for inflation.
Some retirees are still fortunate enough to have a traditional 
pension, especially those that work for the government or 
larger corporations. However, this benefit happens much less 
frequently than it once did.
But for most retirees, these benefits are not enough regardless 
of lifestyle. They turn to investments and savings. The more 
conservative retiree may turn on an annuity that provides 
additional monthly income. To create $500 of monthly income 
a female age 65 needs about $107,000 and a male age 65 
only needs about $101,000. Men do not live as long. Don’t 
get one of those expensive annuities from the TV shows or 
dinner seminars. 
Now what about the investment portfolio? Most financial 
advisors talk about a 4% withdrawal rate being a “safe” rate 
and an appropriate one. Frankly, there are a few variables to 
consider. The younger the retiree, the lower the percentage 
should be and the older retiree may be able to withdraw more. 
Next, is health. Those blessed with a longer life expectancy 
should start at a lower rate than one with poor health. The next 
is sequence of returns.
What if you start with a nice nest egg and the market goes 
the wrong way during your early retirement? You could see 
your benefit drop 20% or more. The average bear market 
lasts 9.6 months and the recovery takes longer. One strategy 
to consider is keeping 18 months’ worth of living expenses 
in cash instruments. This money along with dividends and 
interest can help avoid selling in a down market for almost 
two years. Even if it lasts longer, you can start selling bonds 
instead of stocks.
To learn more about retirement income strategies take 
advantage of our one-hour complimentary consultation with 
NO obligation. 

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 
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  LIGHT UP YOUR NIGHT – OUTDOOR LIVING AFTER HOURS
By Randy Lee 
The sun goes down and we’re still out. Just because dusk 
arrives doesn’t mean our outdoor living has to wane as 
well. Our Floridian lifestyle keeps us outdoors, especially 
in winter when the weather is so fantastic. While others in 
the north retreat to their cubby holes for months on end, 
we emerge to enjoy life in our outdoor spaces even more. 
What can you do to keep the party going? Light it up! Good 
landscape lighting provides a variety of functions such as 
security, safety, and the much needed visibility around our 
property’s pathways, pools, patios, decks, and of course, 
outdoor kitchens.

LED landscape lighting 
systems now come with 
a variety of features 
and functions. From 
color changes to design 
patterns, complete 
automation to manual 
control, LED lighting 
systems are a necessity 
in today’s modern 
landscape.
• Display design patterns 
that add interest to and 
change the appearance of 
your outdoor living space.  

• Add some color to your exterior and set a mood for a 
holiday gathering or your quiet night at home.

• Increase security by properly 
illuminating dark spaces while 
maintaining your curb appeal after 
hours. Automating your outdoor 
lighting also helps increase your 
property’s security whether you are 
at home or away.
• Ensure your safety with lit walks 
and pathways that help you secure 
your footing. 
• Keep communal spaces open and 
lit for family and friends so you can stay out with the stars.
From design plan to installation, Landscapes by Randy 
Lee Inc. can help illuminate your exteriors. Visit us at 
landscapesbyrl.com. 

FEBRUARY/MARCH CHECKLIST
• Watch for freezing temperatures and plan accordingly
• Limit irrigation, trimming and fertilizing
• Plan for spring and the landscaping activities you want 

to accomplish
• Winter flowers are in full color right now
• Spring and warm temperatures are right around the 

corner
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape 
design company here to help you with all of your landscape 
needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us online at 
www.landscapesbyrl.com.  
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ISLAND COVE 
CELEBRATES TEN 
YEARS Colleen and 
Roger Ewart, along 
with Sue Lennon 
opened Indian Rocks’ 
Island Cove in 2012. 
Their vision was to 
have a creative space 
for local artists. Ten 
years later, that idea 
has grown into a full 
retail gallery offering 
fine art, gifts, beads, 

pottery, and jewelry by over 50 artists.
“Our Seaside studio is a community haven for local artists 
and students of all ages to indulge their imaginations,” says  
Colleen. “Everyone is a part of our Island Cove family, and 
we come together to do what we love.” 
Island Cove’s eight instructors offer a growing inventory of 
classes including jewelry making, ornament crafting, and 
painting in their newly expanded teaching studio. 
Island Cove has several “Trunk Shows” planned for 2022. 
Their anniversary celebration will be held February 19th. 
Find them at 1519 Gulf Blvd. or visit island-cove.com.    
AVCO MARINE  
HOW DOES IT 
WORK?
AVCO Marine 
Construction is 
a locally owned 
c o m p a n y , 
specializing in 
building boat 
lifts, floating and 
stationary docks, 
and decks made 
with marine 
grade lumber or composite. 
When  you are ready to build, their professional staff will 
meet with you to capture your ideas and frame them to your 
unique environment. This will provide the most value for 
your investment and give you the desired end results. 
From your ideas, AVCO will create drawings specific to your 
needs within a few days. Once you are satisfied with them 
and give your authorization, the work will begin. Their en-
gineering department will then prepare the plans for your 
project, obtain all permitting, and ensure the paperwork is 
completed correctly. This is all done by AVCO employees on 
your behalf.
For lifts and docks, the pilings will be set, followed by their 
framing crew building your custom dock. Floating docks are 
built in house and the crew will launch and attach the dock 
to your property. Any upgrades or accessories you have se-
lected will be added at this time. After your project is com-
pleted, you will have many years of enjoyment with your new 
high-quality dock and/or lift. Call 727-233-2043 or visit  
Avcofl.com.                    
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If you have news for this Magazine, 
e-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-430-8300.

Business Briefs
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Business Briefs
J.MCLAUGHLIN This new men 
and women’s casual clothing 
store recently opened in Belleair 
Bluffs. The store also carries a 
line of shoes and accessories.
J.McLaughlin is based in New 
York with over 100 stores 
nationwide – four are in the 
Tampa Bay area. 
You can shop in person or order 
online at jmclaughlin.com. Find 
them at 400 Indian Rocks Road 
N., on the south corner of the 
building. Call 855-4811.  

DR JEFF JENSEN RETIRES After 12 years 
as Morton Plant’s Chief Medical Officer 
and 20 years as a practicing OB/GYN 
in our community, Dr. Jeff Jensen retired 
last month. During his career, Dr. Jensen 
delivered several thousand babies and 
was a role model for many physicians, 
demonstrating the combination of clinical 
excellence and compassionate care that 
makes an outstanding physician. The 

hospital’s President and BayCare Market Leader for North 
Pinellas and West Pasco Counties Lou Galdieri said of Dr. 
Jensen, “Personally, he has helped Morton Plant Hospital 
become one of the top performing hospitals in the country, 
thanks to his dedication to clinical excellence.” Thank you, Dr. 
Jensen! Enjoy your retirement! You will be missed!  
CANOPY LIGHTS OPENS This new 
shop is open in Antique Alley. New 
owner Brenda Griffin-Wagner has an 
eclectic mix of art and furnishings. “We 
sell functional lights and sculptures, 
home accessories, wood collage, 
bobble, art and gifts,” she says.
The store’s Grand Opening 
celebration is Saturday, February 5 at 
396 Indian Rocks Road N. in Antique 
Alley next to Coastal Aire. Call Brenda at 651-356-5473. 
Find it on Facebook at Canopy Creative Lighting.                    
THORN COLLECTION They had a wonderful year and are 
very grateful to all of their friends and clients for helping 
break a record with over $167 million in sales in 2021. They 
plan to have an even more robust year in 2022. 
They provide the quarterly Thorn Report, if you are interested 
in watching the market each quarter, call 727-432-9019, to 
receive it. Did you know that there are only 4 homes on the 
market in Belleair right now!  What a great time to sell.                  
SURGE STUDIOS Dan Burke and Get Fitness held a ribbon 
cutting for the new Surge Studio in January. The studio, next door 
to Get Fitness, and offers a new take on fitness, combining high 
intensity group training and technology driven spin classes. The 
combination of Surge Studio and Get Fitness offers members a 
unique all-in-one fitness experience with a fully equipped gym 
and variety of classes, including, HIIT, Spin, Yoga, and Pilates. 
The studio also participates in the Silver Sneakers program. Visit 
getfitnessclubs.com for more information or stop by the studio at 
13847 Walsingham Rd. in Largo for a tour. 
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LANDSCAPES BY RANDY 
LEE REFRESHES THE 
LIBRARY’S GARDEN 
The Largo Public Library, 
located at 120 Central 
Park Drive, is kicking off 
2022 with a refreshed new 
landscape and garden 
in the interior courtyard 
through a donor project 
overseen by Landscapes by 
Randy Lee, Inc. 
The updates to the 
1,500-square foot area 

include adding Weeping Holly and Christmas palms, new pottery 
elements, butterfly-attracting spaces – 60% in total, LED lighting, 
upgraded outdoor furniture, and more than 500 flowers. 
“As a former Largo resident, I am honored to be part of the 
collective partnership in the continued beautification of this 
‘gem’ of the city,” noted Randy Lee, President of Landscapes 
by Randy Lee, Inc.
There will also be annual and perennial plant and flower “color 
change-outs” each spring and fall, as described by Lee, who will 
maintain the space through 2026.
An official project reveal will take place in the coming months.                
NEW BANK ON WEST BAY The Re/Max Real Estate office on 
West Bay next to Venus Restaurant has been razed to make way 
for a branch of Fifth/Third bank.                
PROVISE NAMES NEW CEO ProVise Management Group 
named Eric Ebbert, CFP®, MBA as CEO, replacing founder 
Ray Ferrara, CFP®. Ferrara will remain as Executive Chair and 
Chief Compliance Officer. Succeeding Ebbert as President is 
Jon Brethauer, CFP®, AIF®, CPFA, MBA.
Ebbert joined ProVise in 2000 and was named President seven 
years ago. “I look forward to setting the stage for our future 
growth as we approach $2 billion in assets under management,” 
said Ebbert. 
Brethauer has been Executive Vice President for the past three 
years and oversees the Retirement Plan Division. “We have 
come a long way in a short 35 years to become one of the 
leading financial planning firms in Tampa Bay, and it is an 
honor to help move us forward,” Brethauer said.                      
HANDYMAN PLUS Last issue we ran a story about local 
handyman George Lyle. He says he has had a great response 
from the story but wants you to know:
“It’s been a great decision moving to this area; we really love 
living here. I have had lots of calls from the story that ran, with 
a huge variety of requests for work needed. I am just sorry I 
cannot perform all your requests. Some things are best left to 
specialists, while other things for those with a crew who can lift 
heavy objects. 
I try to stick with what I know best, and I do not mind admitting 
when I’m not the best person for your job. But please call with 
your home improvement requests and I will let you know if I 
feel I am the right one for the job. I have been renovating and 
building homes for a very long time and have a solid variety of 
knowledge. 
Once again, if you hire me-it is me you get I do not pass the 
work off onto someone else.” George Lyle 970-946-5200.”

Business Briefs
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PETER’S TAYLOR SHOP 30 Years
Tailor Peter Veresan has operated his 
Belleair Bluffs tailor business for thirty 
years. It is one of the oldest operating 
businesses in the Bluffs. Veresan came 
to the United States from Yugoslavia 
(now Serbia) after living in Paris for a 
short time. He opened his shop in the 
Bluffs in 1992.
“I have been doing this kind of work 
since I was a teenager,” Veresan says. 
“Everyone in my family—parents, 
brothers, sisters—were all tailors. In 
total, I have been doing this for over 
55 years.”
Peter tailors both men and women’s 
clothing including leather and suede. 
Find him at 778 Indian Rocks Road, 

just south of Mehlenbacher or call him at 559-8919.                     
WESTSHORE PIZZA  - Twenty Years The current owners, 
Denise, Mike and Remon, bought the Bluff’s pizza restaurant 
only five years ago - February of 2017, but it has been there 
twenty years. See their menu at WestshorePizza.com. Call for 
delivery, 585-6974.   
ANIMAL HOSPITAL OF WEST 
BAY  Fifteen Years Cynthia Stroup, 
DVM, has seen a lot of pets in her 
fifteen years in the Bluffs. She opened 
her Vet Hospital at 2520 West Bay 
Drive (across from Wells Fargo) in 
2007. Call her at 585-0549.   

FOR THE LOVE OF – Ten Years 
It takes two to tango and it takes two 
friends to run this boutique. Ann Douglas and Leona Kinnear 
have been partners in this Belleair Bluffs boutique since the 
beginning. This is a great place to find your special person the 
perfect Valentine’s Day gift. They are located at 428 Indian 
Rocks Road. Call them at 804-0639.                    
WYNDHAM GRAND - Five Years Last month, The Wyndham 
Grand celebrated its Fifth Anniversary. They opened on January 
18, 2017. Since they opened, their management team has stayed 
the same. From left to right is Jorja Lindsay is Director of Human 
Resources, Marketing Director Miguel Diaz, General Manager 
David Yamada, and Food and Beverage Director Jayden Callahan. 
The Wyndham, one of the newest hotels on Clearwater Beach has 
343 guest rooms.
Find the Wyndham Grand at 100 Coronado Drive, in Clearwater 
Beach. Get information at www.Wyndham.com. 

Business Anniversaries
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FEBRUARY IS TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
By Megan Standhaft, CASA
Picture this: 15-year-old Alyssa has never had an official 
relationship before. So, when a boy from the grade above 
her reaches out over social media and starts talking to her 
on Instagram Messenger every day, she excitedly tells her 
friends about this new-found attention. In general, the boy—
Austin—avoids her in person and keeps their relationship 
virtual. He starts asking Alyssa more personal questions, and 
their relationship eventually becomes more serious, more 
“official.” He starts talking to her more in person, but mostly 
when others are not around. He says he doesn’t want his 
friends knowing about this relationship since she is younger, 
and he asks her to keep it a secret from her friends and 
family, as well. Thinking this is normal having never been in 
a relationship, Alyssa quickly agrees. 
Over the next few months, this relationship becomes more 
volatile. Austin makes negative comments about Alyssa, her 
body and her friends. He starts yelling at her any time she 
tells him his actions or words make her uncomfortable. So, 
she stops expressing her feelings. Austin asks her for all the 
passwords to her social media accounts so he can make sure 
she isn’t talking to any other boys. Her parents are unsure 
what is wrong but notice a change in her behavior. Isolated 
because of Austin, Alyssa starts experiencing physical abuse 
on top of the verbal abuse. 
Organizations like Community Action Stops Abuse (CASA) 
are here to help people like Alyssa. Pinellas County’s 
certified domestic violence center, CASA provides 24-
hour hotline support, emergency shelter, support groups, 
legal advocacy, and so much more to serve those in our 

community experiencing any form of relationship violence. 
February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. 
According to the National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence (NCADV), almost 1.5 million high school students 
in the United States are physically abused by dating partners 
every year. Also, 25 percent of teenagers experience cyber 
abuse. Teen dating violence is not confined to one specific 
gender, it can happen to anyone.
How can you get involved? CASA provides education 
to youths in our community through our Peacemakers 
program. This multi-session program serves hundreds of 
youths in our community every year and teaches them the 
importance of boundaries, consent, how to recognize the 
signs of abuse and so much more. If you are interested in 
bringing the Peacemakers to your children’s school, please 
email smcdaniel@casapinellas.org.
Additionally, CASA provides adult education, as well, so 
adults in our community know the dynamics of abuse, how 
to be a better bystander, what healthy relationships look like, 
and more. If you are interested in learning more about our 
adult education, follow up on social media at @casapinellas 
or e-mail smcdaniel@casapinellas.org. Orange is also the 
color for TDVAM. Follow CASA on social to receive updates 
about “Wear Orange Day.”
Everyone can take a stand against Teen Dating Violence this 
February. Take time this month to educate yourself about 
the issue, share with friends and family and use whatever 
platform you have to raise awareness. 
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PADDLE BOARDING FOR A PURPOSE
By Nan Prevost, RN
In 2013, I was loving life with Shane, my husband of 16 years, and raising my two young 
boys when my life changed in an instant. My husband had been living with bipolar 
disorder even before our marriage, and he started to spiral out of control. 
I lost my husband to suicide eight years ago. My babies lost their dad to a death I couldn’t 
explain. As a nurse, we like answers. We are problem solvers. But I had no answers.
The hardest part of my journey was staying strong for my children through all the unknowns. 
My friends — nurses I work with — kept me strong. We take care of each other.
During the rough times after my husband’s death, I started paddle boarding with a friend 
and colleague to help with my anxiety. I became very good and won several races in Florida.
In 2015, I was approached by a company called Watersports West that offered to sponsor 
me in paddle board races. Our collaboration grew from there, and Watersports West began 
providing boards I could use to take other nurses who were working on the front lines out 
on the water as a form of stress relief.
I had experienced what “water therapy” could do, and I wanted to share that positivity 
with others. Interest in paddle boarding grew, and before I knew it I was getting calls from 
healthcare workers who were interested in heading out on the water with me. The response 
led to my decision to start my own non-profit organization — not only to help my colleagues 
but anyone struggling with mental health issues. My non-profit is an interventional program 
called “Remember Me NP” and the goal is for suicide prevention. It was created in loving 
memory of Shane and all the healthcare workers we have lost to COVID-19 during this 
dreadful pandemic.
Most of my volunteers are first responders trained to recognize a participant that may need 
additional support and resources. Watersports West supplies the boards and gear for my 
program, while another sponsor, Island Surf Shop, donates office space. And I’m just getting 
started.
Remember Me NP is a nonprofit 501(c)3 that offers programs with mentorships throughout 
the community that helps to educate, decrease the stigma, and raise awareness for suicide 
prevention. Interested donors and volunteers can learn more at 
www.programsforsuicideprevention.com. 
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LOCAL WRITER PUBLISHES THIRD BOOK
Three and counting. 
Indian Rocks Beach 
resident, Tim McGee, 
has just published his 
third novel, Durkin’s 
Journey. It is a unique 
story about Brian 
Durkin, a corporate 
executive living in 
the sun and sand of 
Indian Rocks Beach, 
who sets off on a 
wild trek to try and 
retake control of his 
life. Durkin straddles 
two very different 
worlds; he works in a 

cutthroat environment in corporate consulting while living in 
a beach community full of folks who approach life in a very 
different manner. Both worlds converge and take Durkin 
on an unexpected and often humorous journey toward 
its conclusion. McGee contends that the story in Durkin’s 
Journey is pure fiction, yet he admits that the characters in 
the beach community may reflect bits and pieces of some 
of the folks he has come to know and love during his time 
wandering the coastline of Florida. As for the corporate 
intrigue in this book, he taps into his long career working in 
market research in Corporate America for the threads woven 
together and making Brian Durkin’s career so challenging.
McGee moved to IRB in 2010 after spending over twenty-

five years working in the corporate world. He decided to 
slip out of the rat race and pursue his dream of telling lies 
for others to read at the tender age of fifty, while he felt his 
brain was still functioning relatively well. The inspiration for 
his books comes from a single reader he has in mind when 
writing and touching on the importance of family, friendship, 
and the role that complex relationships and situations can 
play in living one’s life fully.
The author would like to 
acknowledge the artist who painted 
the cover for Durkin’s Journey. 
While finishing his edits on the novel, 
McGee reached out to his former 
neighbor, friend, and local artist, 
Larry Gerwig, to paint the cover. 
Gerwig was an artist painting at the 
Beach Arts Center of Indian Rocks 
Beach, and McGee has several of 
Gerwig’s previous works hanging in 
his home. McGee conveyed the spirit 
of what he was trying to capture to 
Gerwig of a man coping with two 
worlds and trying to survive in both. They went through a few 
iterations before landing on the cover that the author says 
perfectly captures the spirit of the story being told. Shortly 
after finishing the art work, which he presented to McGee 
last Spring, Gerwig past away.
Durkin’s Journey, and McGee’s previous novels Worthy 
McGuire and Seasons, can be found on Amazon by 
searching for the author’s name or the book titles.
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2022: RESOLVE, COMMITMENT, 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
Welcome to 2022! I love a new year. For me, it always signals 
a new, fresh start. I look forward to the fun times with family 
and friends but also the work that lies ahead. This time of year 
also nudges us to look back at the previous year to see what 
we have accomplished. 
As a Pinellas County Commissioner, I am always proud of 
the work our Board and staff do to serve our community, 
but this past year has been exceptional. The unprecedented 
challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic continued 
in 2021 and Pinellas County met those challenges with resolve 
and a vigorous commitment to our community. .
Last January our fight to control COVID-19 took a turn. Through 
the emergency use authorization and eventual approval of 
COVID-19 vaccines, plus the arrival of monoclonal antibody 
treatments, Pinellas County was able to push back against the 
virus. In the days following the FDA’s green light for vaccines, 
Pinellas County protected our most vulnerable through a pilot 
program for residents and staff of long-term care facilities. As 
eligibility expanded, we helped more than 644,000 residents 
– that’s nearly three out of every four people in the county – 
receive at least one dose of protection.
Businesses and workers who fell on tough times during the 
pandemic are getting back on their feet as the county hit an all-
time high in total jobs and recorded the lowest unemployment 
rate among Florida’s large urban counties by the end of the 
fiscal year. We invested more than $17 million in our small 
businesses through County contracts and helped others receive 
another $20 million through our consulting work.
As housing instability shook many across the nation, our 
County stepped up to distribute nearly $11 million in 
emergency rental assistance to nearly 1,500 families, keeping 
residents and workers here where we need them.
We renewed our commitment to the future of our county 
by launching the Pinellas County’s first comprehensive 
Sustainability and Resiliency Action Plan. The County completed 
its Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge Vulnerability Assessment 
and entered Duke Energy Florida’s Clean Energy Connection 
Program to offset County energy use with solar power. All of 
this and more to build toward our goal of 100% renewable, 
zero-emission, clean energy consumption by 2050.
Another accomplishment by our County staff ensured residents 
could still access the services and information they need to 
continue to have their voices heard. Staff outfitted Board of 
County Commissioners meetings with technology to allow 
residents to give their public comment virtually and launched a 
new online sign-up form, increasing access and participation. 
Thousands of residents helped inform County decision-making 
by sharing viewpoints about important programs, including 
key transportation and stormwater projects, trails, community 
master plans, sustainability and more through online surveys, 
in-person events and virtual meetings.
These kinds of innovative strategies make for great 
accomplishments and there are more to come. I encourage 
you to be a part of our accomplishments by participating in 
your county government. Together we can do so much more. 
Visit www.pinellascounty.org/agenda for a complete listing of 
the Board’s upcoming meetings schedule. I look forward to 
seeing you there, in person or virtually.
As always, I welcome your feedback and concerns. Please 
email me at kseel@pinellascounty.org. I look forward to 
hearing from you. Happy 2022!
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SECOND SEKUSHI RESTAURANT OPENS Belleair Bluffs new 
sushi restaurant, Sekushi, opened on New Year’s Eve in The 
Plaza. In addition to sushi, the menu offers dumplings and 
noodles with a full liquor bar. The restaurant opens daily at 
4pm and you can dine inside or out. 
You can reserve their private dining room which is suitable 
for groups up to 30.
Visit SekushiAtThePlaza.com to view their menu or reserve 
a table with Open Table. Call 648-4653 for information.  
PANERA WELCOMES 
NEW ADDITION
Panera Bread’s Manager, 
Stephanie, had her first 
baby, a girl, on December 
22nd. Welcome little 
Fallon and congratulations 
to all.
Panera Bread has been on 
the west end of the Bluff’s 
Shopping Center for 19 
years. Prior to Panera 
Bread it was a BBQ 
restaurant. Originally it 
was a Ben Franklin Five 
and Dime.  
HURRICANE EDDIE’S NOW OPEN The latest in the Eddie’s 
Bar and Restaurant franchise opened to great fanfare on 
New Year’s Day in the former location of the Red Lion Pub 
on Gulf Blvd., in Indian Rocks Beach. The long awaited 
addition to the beach has been completely remodeled and 
has already become a local’s favorite. 
For now, they are only serving drinks. Some kitchen 
equipment is on backorder, and owner Tom George says 
they are still waiting on kitchen inspections from Pinellas 
County. Until then, General Manager Michelle Cognetti says 
they will be open for beverage service. Stop in for a visit. 
Once the kitchen is open, the restaurant will offer breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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BACKWATERS NEW 
OWNERS Larry Edger 
sold the restaurant 
to George Pappas, 
a resident of Belleair 
Beach and owner 
of a few Chicago 
restaurants. Larry will 
continue to own and 
operate both Maggie 
Mae’s.
Pappas is no relation 

to the Pappas family of Tarpon Springs. Pappas bought the 
popular waterfront restaurant November 1st and says he plans 
to make very few changes. 
He and his sons, who will also be running the restaurant,  are 
planning to continue the Chili Cook Off Contest, scheduled for 
Sunday, February 6, 2022. Deadline to register is January 27. 
Participants bring all their own equipment and ingredients.
Find Backwater’s on Sand Key in the Shoppes at Sand Key, at 
1261 Gulf Blvd.                 
ISLAND GRILLE HAS FAMILIAR NEW OWNERS 
Steve Westphal, former owner of “The Pub” in Indian Shores, 
has bought another waterfront restaurant in Tierra Verde.
They have opened four restaurants in Downtown St Pete, 
including Parkshore Grill and 400 Beach Seafood, which they 
recently sold. Westphal and his wife Nancy also sold The Pub 
to the Caddy’s group about 5 years ago. 
Island Grille & Raw Bar is in the new Residence Inn at 210 
Madonna Blvd. Check out the menu at IslandRawBar.com.                

CLEAN EATZ Belleair 
Beach residents Kreg 
and Jen Schmidt 
are opening this 
new concept next to 
Bonefish in the space 
vacated by Richard’s 
Foodorium. Clean 
Eatz is part of a new 
franchise with over 75 

other locations. Look for it to open in early April.
The specialty café will offer a variety of healthy style foods, 
including bowls, salads, wraps, smoothies, protein bars and 
energy drinks.
Kreg and Jen plan to open four more stores in Pinellas.
Get more information at www.CleanEatz.com or find them now 
on FaceBook @ CleanEatzBelleairFL.                     
SCULLEY’S REOPENS AS CADDY’S JOHN’S PASS John’s 
Pass staple Sculley’s Waterfront Restaurant was recently 
purchased and renovated by Sun Pubs, owners of the Caddy’s 
line of waterfront restaurants. Sun Pubs consulted a wildlife 
specialist to ensure all renovations were eco-friendly to the 
area’s diverse wildlife population. Phase Two of the project 
will be to renovate The Hut, the iconic open air restaurant 
underneath Sculley’s will reopen as Caddy’s Waterfront in the 
coming months.                    
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES AT CADDY’S INDIAN 
SHORES Crews continue replacing the entire outdoor 
waterfront area, including the bar, deck and covered patio 
seating, as well as renovating the restaurant’s interior 
restaurant. They hope to reopen soon.

Bar & Restaurant News
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CYBERSECURITY:  
AN ANTIVIRUS UPDATE 

By Dena and John Perkins, Threat Angler
Historically, we were all repeatedly advised to purchase 
and install antivirus software to protect our computers from 
cyber attacks. As technology has advanced and threats 
have evolved over time, so has the advice from experts. If 
you are still paying for antivirus software, you are likely able 
to stop and redirect that funding to a more valuable use.
Antivirus is a computer program that assists with scanning, 
detecting, preventing, and removing malware, which 
includes viruses, spyware, and trojan horses. It was 
originally created to remove computer viruses, which is 
how it got its name.
Recent versions of Microsoft Windows now come with built-
in software that includes antivirus, a firewall, and other 
data protection features. The primary component is called 
Microsoft Defender. Many of the cybersecurity professionals 
who perform white hat hacking tell us Microsoft Defender 
is the solution they are most often stopped by in their 
engagements. White hat hacking is when cybersecurity 
professionals get permission from a company to test whether 
they can hack their systems so they know their vulnerabilities.
Another operating system gaining popularity is Mac OS 
X. Macs are by design a more secure operating system. 
Historically and still today, many cybersecurity professionals 
say antivirus is not a requirement for most users of the 
Mac system as long as they keep their systems regularly 
updated.
An additional reason traditional, paid-for antivirus 
software is becoming obsolete is because most data is now 
stored in “the cloud.” The cloud refers to servers located 
in data centers all over the world and accessible via a 
web browser. This allows individuals to access their data 
on multiple devices from any location, not just on their 
own physical systems. If you are using a well known and 
reputable cloud provider, such as Google Workspace, the 
service likely comes with built-in protections for your data.
There are some cases in personal computing where added 
protection is recommended:
• If you or a family member often use social media sites, 

such as Facebook and Twitter
• If you are managing finances or an estate for a family 

member or friend
• If you are conducting business on your personal 

computer
• If you are using applications installed on your personal 

computer, rather than cloud solutions, to store or 
process sensitive data

If you need added protection, we suggest investing in what 
is called an endpoint protection agent. Endpoint protection 
agents detect and prevent cyber attacks using modern, 
advanced techniques capable of detecting and preventing 
cyber attacks not yet well known enough to be included in 
antivirus software. 
If you are using the common Microsoft Windows operating 
system, the recommended endpoint protection agent 
is Microsoft Defender for Endpoint since it is merely an 
upgrade to the Microsoft Defender for Endpoint solution 
already on your system. Microsoft Defender for Endpoint 
also works on Mac. There are several other options 
available. Inquire about our services for businesses of all 
sizes and budgets at threatangler.com/contact.
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                       A BIRD OF PARADISE
Lisa moved into the Marriott Sand Key nine years ago and 
never left. Lisa, age 32, is the greeter in the hotel’s lobby. 
She is also a Blue Macaw Parrot.
“The hotel’s owners, who are from Ohio, have other hotels 
and there are parrots in many of them,” says Michael 
Miraglia, manager of the Marriot Sand Key since 2015. “It 
contributes to the tropical atmosphere people experience 
in Clearwater Beach – it’s our piece of paradise. And our 
guests really enjoy it.”
Kids especially like Lisa. The hotel even supplies visiting 
children with a drawing of Lisa, which they can color and 
take home with them.
While many parrots do well with children, and can be excellent 

family pets, they generally 
are not recommended as a 
children’s pet due to their 
lengthy lifespan and required 
care. Parrots can live from 40 
to 80 years, depending on 
the type - Macaws average 
lifespan is 50 years. Parrots 
also require consistent daily 
care and attention.
Next time you are in the mood 
for a tropical drink, drop by 
the Marriott Sand Key and say 
hello to Lisa.

DEALING WITH DENTAL ANXIETY
Monsters may not be real – but your dentist is - and many 
people find them just as scary!
More than one third of the population suffers from dental 
anxiety with 12% experiencing full blown phobia. While 
different experiences and influences contribute to this, the 
result is the same – diminished oral health and accompanying 
overall health issues.
Dental anxiety prevents many people from seeking care when 
they need it. It’s not surprising that people who suffer from 
dental fear are likely to have one or more missing or decaying 
teeth as well as a higher incidence of gum disease - all of 
which can affect their ability to eat, drink, speak and socialize.  
For those living near the poverty level, dental anxiety includes 
the fear of financial ruin. Some dental treatments cost more 
than many households earn in a month.  
For many, the only thing worse than the dentist - is excruciating, 
unrelenting dental distress.
When their pain overtakes their fears, they find help at 
Community Dental Clinic for free. Community Dental Clinic 
intentionally creates a welcoming and soothing environment, 
answers question and relieves concerns. Through support 
from our caring community and thoughtful community 
foundations, they equip their staff and volunteers with state-
of-the-art dental tools that ease the stress and discomfort of 
treatment. From highly adjustable chairs to intraoral cameras 
to video interpretation services - they offer high quality patient-
centered dental care to help people through dental distress. 
The Community Dental Clinic provides quality urgent dental 
care at no cost for disadvantaged adults in Pinellas County, 
improving their overall health & well-being. They help those in 
our community who do not have insurance or the resources to 
seek the care they desperately need. Since September 2020, 
they have performed over 10,000 free dental procedures 
totaling more than $1.5 million in dental care. 
The Community Dental Clinic will host its 6th Annual Red, 
Whites & Bites Wine Event and Fundraiser on March 12. Guests 
will enjoy wine from Bella Vino, delicious bites from local 
restaurants, and an opportunity to win fine wines donated by 
local connoisseurs - all under the stars at the Achieva Credit 
Union Headquarters in Dunedin. The event funds one third 
of the clinic’s budget each year, providing crucial support for 
their mission to bring relief and hope to low-income uninsured 
adults in dental distress. For more information, visit the Reds 
Whites & Bites tab on their Web site.
The Community Dental Clinic is located at 1008 Woodlawn 
Street, Clearwater. Reach them at 727-216-6155 or visit 
www.communitydentalclinic.net.
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By Pete Magnani

When marine mammal 
rescuers arrived at 
Mosquito Lagoon, part of 

the Canaveral National Seashore about 
thirty miles south of Daytona Beach, 
they found a two-month-old Atlantic 
bottlenose dolphin tangled in the ropes 
of a crab trap. Her chances at survival 
were minimal, but not only did Winter 
beat the odds for 16 years, she and 
her caretakers created a legacy that 
benefited the lives of marine animals 
and humans alike.
Rescued on December 10, 
2005, Winter was brought to the 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium on 
Island Estates. CMA opened in 
1981 as the Clearwater Marine 
Science Center. The marine 
biology learning center began 
in a sparse, yet functional facility 
that was an abandoned water 
treatment plant. It had two 
65,000-gallon pools intended 
for use in the rehabilitation 
of dolphins and sea turtles. 
Renovations in the 1990s led to 
increased public awareness of the 
facility, and it was rebranded the 
“Clearwater Marine Aquarium.”
After Winter’s arrival, the damage 
caused by the rope made it necessary 
to amputate her tail. Due to this severe 
limitation on her swimming ability, her 
team decided to explore the possibility of 
fitting her with a prosthetic tail. In 2006, 
her story reached Kevin Carroll, Vice 
President of Lower Extremity Prosthetics 
at Hangar Clinic, and he offered to 
help. Over 18 months, Carroll and 
Hangar Clinic Manager Dan Strzempka 
overcame a multitude of obstacles and 
developed a functional tail for Winter, 
allowing her the opportunity to swim 
normally and survive.

Winter quickly became a fan favorite 
at the aquarium, and a 2009 book 
“Winter’s Tail: How One Little Dolphin 
Learned to Swim Again” increased 
interest in her story. In 2011, “Dolphin 
Tale” premiered on the big screen, 
starring Harry Connick Jr., Morgan 
Freeman, and Ashely Judd. The film 
and its sequel drew worldwide attention 
to Winter and her success against 
overwhelming odds. The resulting 
flurry of coverage brought a tide of 

new visitors and gave the aquarium an 
opportunity for expansion that allowed 
for a much more attractive experience 
for guests, but more importantly, 
a dramatically improved facility to 
conduct CMA’s mission of “Rescue, 
Rehab, Release.”
CMA’s 2020 expansion increased the 
guest space by 103.000 square feet 
and added 1.5 million gallons of water 
environment for the seven resident 
dolphins, as well as a cast of sea turtles, 
stingrays, otters, sharks, and pelicans. 
A new educational theater 

opened recently with 350 seats, along 
with a virtual reality learning exhibit. 
Renovations are also underway to 
convert the two original CMS pools into 
a rehab and recovery environment for 
injured manatees.
In addition to being the momentum 
behind a greatly improved resource 
for the care of sick and injured 
animals, Winter also quickly became 
an inspiration for humans with 
disabilities, particularly amputees. 

As well as being a symbol of 
motivation and encouragement 
for those struggling through 
rehabilitation, discoveries made 
during development of her tail 
were adapted to the benefit of 
human prosthetics. “Winter’s 
Gel,” a sleeve developed to 
ease irritation of her skin from 
the prothesis, is now used 
to ease the pain of human 
prosthetics.
In early November, Winter 
developed a gastrointestinal 
infection. Though she had 
overcome these before, her 
condition worsened, and Winter 
passed away on November 11, 

2021, at the age of 16. Although her life 
was short by standards of her species, 
her impact on the availability of care for 
injured sea creatures will continue. The 
impression she made on approximately 
750,000 annual CMA visitors and 
millions that watched her movies is 
immeasurable. But the comfort and 
inspiration that her story will continue 
to provide to countless people with 
disabilities is Winter’s true legacy.
Learn more about Winter and CMA at 
www.cmaquarium.com. i

WINTER’S LEGACY

Winter wearing her prosthetic tail
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THOUGHTS ON 50 YEARS OF JEWELRY 
MAKING Submitted by Robert Young, 
Robert Young Jewelers
Yes, I’m dumbfounded! When I bought 
my first book about jewelry making back 
in December 1971, I had no concept 
whatsoever that I would still be a creative 
jeweler fifty years in the future. What Joy!
So, what have been the best aspects of being 
involved for this duration; what really turns 
me on? That’s an easy one. My foremost satisfaction is in the 
shared, creative artistic experience have had with my coworkers. 
It’s kind of “old school,” sharing dedication to fine work and the 
camaraderie found working in a tight group, as friends. 
My career as a jewelry designer has been a long succession 
of remarkable relationships. Besides working together with my 
colleagues, I have been making artistic jewelry for thousands of 
my clientele. In my small studio, I have been fortunate to get to 
know a significant number of them personally, and many are 
friends, too. I have been creating little masterpieces for all sorts 
of commemorations: births, marriages, graduations, birthdays, 
and anniversaries. Delighting people with my creations fulfills 
the soul.
Client relationships are not the whole story. There are also 
business relationships that I have with precious stone and 
diamond dealers, metal suppliers, yes, the mailman, the 
tradesmen, and my neighbors too! They have all been an 
integral part of my success, continuously supporting me, and 
making these special treasures go from vision to fruition. 
Yes, it is not just me, but a crowd of many, who are the 
main reasons that I have been at this for half a century. I’m 
humbled, grateful, and love you all!  
DERMATOLOGY
PRACTICES EXPANDS Dr. 
Priya Nayyar and Dr. Kathy 
Anderson, a team of board-
certified dermatologists, 
are pleased to announce 
Dermaclinique’s expansion 
to downtown Clearwater.
Dr.Nayyar and Dr. Anderson 
are now working together 
to bring the best dermatologic care to Clearwater and St. 
Petersburg. Dermaclinique is open at both locations daily 
offering outstanding cosmetic, medical and surgical care, 
including Mohs micrographic surgery. Dr. Nayyar is a 
fellowship trained Mohs surgeon and is thrilled to offer this 
surgical procedure in the Clearwater office.
In addition, they offer many cosmetic procedures, including 
fillers, neurotoxins such as Botox, PRP for hair loss, Morpheus 
for skin tightening and acne scarring, CO2 laser resurfacing, 
thread lifts, and much more.  Dr. Nayyar also performs 
cosmetic surgeries including upper blepharoplasty and lip lift. 
Dermaclinique is accepting new patients and accepts 
most insurance plans. Call for an appointment. Visit 
TheDermaclinique.com for more information as well their 
online skincare store.
Dermaclinique Clearwater is located at 510 E. Druid Rd. 
Reach them at 727-462-5242. In St. Pete they can be found 
at  St Petersburg at 3085 Dr Martin Luther King Jr St N and 
can be reach at  727-888-0900. 

Business Briefs

Dr. Nayyar          Dr. Anderson
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AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE PILOT 
PROGRAM COMES TO CLEARWATER
The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA), in partnership with 
Beep and funded by the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT), launched the first of its kind Autonomous Vehicle. The 
free all-electric shuttle, named AVA, short for Autonomous 
Vehicle Advantage, is the state’s first autonomous vehicle fleet 
launched by a transit agency in mixed traffic. 
The functionality of the shuttle is enabled by a safe, 
predetermined planned route. The shuttle uses eight sensors 
on the outside of the vehicle providing a 360-degree view of 
the environment. An on-board shuttle attendant, or copilot, 
serves as an ambassador for the riders to learn more about the 
technology and oversee the high-quality passenger experience.  
The vehicles are 100 percent electric, cost less than $30 per 
month to charge, and react 10 times faster than a human 
can, while never getting distracted from the roadway. The 
autonomous shuttle will operate at a maximum speed of 15 
mph as part of a 3-month pilot. Riders will be required to wear 
a seatbelt. 
After a successful stint along the St. Petersburg Bayshore Drive 
which will continue through February, the autonomous shuttle, 
AVA, started another test run in Dunedin that will operate through 
the summer. There will be two Dunedin, routes that align with 
the remaining Toronto Blue Jays spring training games at TD 
Ballpark and the summer months for Downtown Dunedin. 
Now, starting this month, AVA will begin running in Clearwater 
Beach. PSTA wanted to bring it to Downtown Clearwater, but at 
15 mph, they felt it  would be a bit too slow. Riders will be able 
to experience the driverless vehicle in a loop on Gulfview Blvd. 
from Pier 60 to Parkway Drive.   The vehicles will operate from 
10am to 10pm Wednesday through Sunday,

REDUCE YOUR USE TAMPA BAY
Reducing your use of single-use products is as easy as making 
a few simple swaps! 
Plastic bags: Next time you are at the grocery store, opt out 
of plastic bags and instead bring your reusable bags! Plastic 
bags are not accepted in residential recycling programs within 
Pinellas County, so keep them OUT of your recycling bin. Using 
reusables can help stop these bags from ending up at the 
recycling sorting facilities where they can damage equipment 
and harm workers!
Plastic bottles: Instead of buying single-use plastic bottles, get 
a cool reusable bottle that you can refill anytime, anywhere. 
Disposable take-out containers: Forget taking those delicious 
leftovers from your favorite restaurant in a disposable container. 
Instead, think outside the take-out box and bring your own! 
Take the Reduce Your Use pledge by visiting 
www.reduceyourusetampabay.org. 
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SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI’S 
10TH ANNIVERSARY

By Bob Griffin
Pinellas County Sheriff Bob 
Gualtieri just completed his 10th 
year as our Sheriff, though his 
work in law enforcement spans 
almost 40 years. 
Gualtieri began his law 
enforcement career in 1982 as 
a detention deputy at the Pinellas 
County jail. He wanted more 
public involvement and applied 
to the Dunedin Police Department 
as a patrol officer. “They had a 
program that would pay for me 
to attend the Police Academy,” 
Gualtieri says. 
In 1984, he was hired as a Pinellas County Sheriff’s (PCSO) 
Deputy. By 1990, he was part of the DEA. “I was working in 
narcotics and international drug trafficking investigations. That 
is where I first met Jim Coats, who became the Sheriff, before 
me,” Gualtieri says. 
In 1998, he left the PCSO to attend Stetson Law School. He 
entered private practice in Tampa specializing in labor and 
employment defense until 2006, when he was hired as PCSO’s 
General Counsel and Chief Deputy - the second in command.  
Then Sheriff Jim Coats, left office mid-term in 2010,  when his 
wife was diagnosed with cancer. Coats recommended Gualtieri 
finish his term. Then Governor Rick Scott appointed him as the 
temporary Sheriff. Gualtieri was first officially elected in 2012. 
“Bob had the knack of explaining complex budget and financial 
strategies by using drawings or sketches,” recalls Jim Coats, 
retired Pinellas County Sheriff. “I selected Bob to succeed me 
because of his law enforcement background, his work ethic, 
his legal skills and his compassion for the office of the Sheriff.”
Gualtieri was appointed by the Governor in 2018 to serve as 
the Chair of the Marjorie Stoneman Douglas School shooting 
investigation. After two years, they produced a 500-page report 
recommending and advocating new measures in school safety. 
Many have been implemented in Pinellas County Schools.
“I am probably most proud of the work I have done and the 
changes that have been made to make schools safer,” says 
Sheriff Gualtieri. “It has been the most challenging as well as 
the most rewarding.”
In 2019, Gualtieri received the Leadership Award from 
Homeland Security and was given the distinguished Alumni 
Award from Stetson University. He also was selected National 
“Sheriff of the Year” by the National Associations of Sheriffs, a 
group of 3,100 nationwide sheriffs whose purpose is to raise 
the level of professionalism among U.S. sheriffs, their deputies, 
and others in the fields of criminal justice and public safety.
On a personal note, Gualtieri lives in Palm Harbor and is 
married to Circuit Court Judge Lauralee Westine. He has three 
children, ages 16, 31 and 32. He enjoys going to the gym and 
watching sports both in person and on TV. He especially loves 
basketball and the Tampa Bay Lightning. His favorite restaurant 
is Vetture’s Italian Restaurant in Palm Harbor. “It is close to 
home - we probably go there two or three times a week.”
Asked what his favorite crime related TV show is he says, “I 
never watch them. They are not very realistic. When I do watch 
TV, it is HGTV or the Food Network.”
At the start of 2022, Sheriff Gualtieri began his fifth decade of 
public service and second decade as Pinellas County Sheriff. 
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SPRING TRAINING MADE EASY 
Are you ready for some baseball? Spring Training comes 
to Pinellas County later this month. Locally, Pinellas County 
has two major venues for Spring Training: Clearwater’s 
BayCare Ball Park Capacity: 7,000 and Dunedin’s TD Ball 
Park, Capacity: 8,500.
But first, the Tampa Bay Rays will be hosting FanFest Saturday 
February 5. Meet the players up close—for free. Last year 
this was only a drive-by event held in the parking lot due to 
the Pandemic. This year, they are doing it the old fashioned 
way, inside and up close at Tropicana Field. Their first home 
game is April 8th against the Baltimore Orioles. Get more 
information at www.RaysBaseball.com. 
Here are the Pinellas County’s Spring Training Games:
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES
Only Home games - All played 
in Clearwater’ BayCare Ball Park, 
Feb 27: Minnesota Twins
March: 1: Detroit Tigers
March 2: New York Yankees
March 4: Atlanta Braves
March 6: Pittsburgh Pirates
March 8: Toronto Blue Jays
March 10: New York Yankees
March 12: Baltimore Orioles
March 14: Red Sox
March 16: Toronto Blue Jays
March 17: Baltimore Orioles
March 19: Pittsburgh Pirates
March 22: New York Yankees
March 23: Detroit Tigers
March 25: Toronto Blue Jays
March 27: Tampa Bay Rays 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS
Only Home Games – all played 
in Dunedin’s TD Bank Ball Park, 
Feb 27: Philadelphia Phillies
March 1: Detroit Tigers
March 3: NY Yankees
March 4: Pittsburgh Pirates
March 6: Boston Red Sox
March 9: Detroit Tigers
March 11: Philadelphia Phillies
March 13: Minnesota Twins
March 15: Tampa Bay Rays
March 17: NY Yankees
March 19: Tampa Bay Rays
March 20: Philadelphia Phillies
March 24: Atlanta Braves
March 26: NY Yankees
March 27: Baltimore Orioles
March 28: Philadelphia Phillies

TAMPA BAY RAYS (nearby only):
March 1: New York Yankees (Tampa)
March 15: Toronto Blue Jays (Dunedin)
March 19: Toronto Blue Jays (Dunedin)
March 27: Philadelphia Phillies (Clearwater)
March. 29: Philadelphia Phillies (Tropicana Dome)
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FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS 
Pinellas African American Heritage Celebration
February 26, 10am-4pm
This one day event at the Florida Botanical Gardens and 
Heritage Village in Largo. Showcasing Black history and 
culture, the goal of this festival is to exhibit the diversity within 
Pinellas County. We will be highlighting the many talents of 
the students within Pinellas County Schools, talented local 
artists, entrepreneurs, and restaurateurs. This festival will 
include gospel, jazz, and hip-hop performances from many 
gifted entertainers in the Tampa Bay area. The history and 
unique culture of the African American community in Pinellas 
will be on full display. Interested in becoming a vendor? Visit 
pinellasafricanamericanheritagecelebration.org.
Florida Native Plant Symposium
Saturday, March 5, 9:30am-4:30pm
Spend a day focused on Florida natives at the Florida Botanical 
Gardens! General Admission: $75, Members: $50 and 
includes:
• Two keynote presentations
• Docent-led tours of native plants in the Florida
      Botanical Gardens. 
• Display Tables on Eco Alley from environmentally- 
      friendly organizations. 
• Choice of one from four fun and interesting break-out 

sessions led by UF/IFAS Specialists or Master 
      Naturalists. 
• A native plant sale featuring local nurseries. 
• A boxed picnic lunch in the gardens
WINTERFEST ON THE ROCKS 
Calvary Episcopal Church presents Winterfest on the Rocks 
February 19th from 10am-4pm at the Church, 1615 First 
Street, Indian Rocks Beach. 
This family-friendly event will be held outside and inside the 
Church and will feature arts and crafts, food and beverage 
vendors (beer, wine, soft drinks), a patriotic pet parade with 
prizes, children’s activities (clowns, face painting, build and sail 
your own sailboat, for example), an old fashioned bake sale, 
music, door prizes, a Grand Prize, and a “southern hospitality” 
pulled pork sandwich and an “All-American” hot dog!
An added attraction will be a silent auction featuring many 
treasures displayed in “The Meeting Place” inside Calvary 
Episcopal Church and online via the web.  You can shop from 
home or in person’
For information, call 727-595-2374 or visit calvaryirb.org.
COMMUNITY DENTAL CLINIC
They will host the 6th Annual Red, Whites & Bites Fundraiser 
on March 12. Guests will enjoy delightful wine from Bella 
Vino, delicious bites from favorite local restaurants, and an 
opportunity to win fine wines graciously donated by local 
connoisseurs - all under the stars at the beautiful Achieva 
Credit Union Headquarters in Dunedin. The event funds a 
third of the clinic’s yearly budget, providing crucial support 
for their mission to bring relief and hope to low-income 
uninsured adults in dental distress!  Over the past year, the 
clinic performed more than 10,000 dental procedures in 
3,000 encounters which totaled more than $1.6 million in free 
dental care! Visit the Reds Whites & Bites tab at 
www.communitydentalclinic.net. 

Community News
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Community News
BEACH ART CENTER 
Submitted by Patricia Thomas
Saddle-Up & Celebrate at our “Boots & Brushes” Country Gala 
on Saturday, February 26th. This year’s event is presented by 
The Original Crabby Bill’s!
Pull on your boots and mosey on over! You’ll enjoy Country 
Music and dancing to the Logan Brothers Band, a delicious 
BBQ spread, a cash bar with beer, wine and whiskey, and 
of course Art. It is a more casual theme than past Beach Art 
Center Galas, less a “date night” and more a time for friends 
to celebrate our community with music, food and fun.
Although this year’s theme is more casual than the past, the 
purpose is just as important. The Beach Art Center is a 501c3 
not for profit. Fundraisers like “Boots & Brushes” are a critical 
part of our annual budget. Without these opportunities and 
our generous sponsors and donors, we would not be able to 
continue to serve the community. 
To become an event sponsor, please visit the SPONSOR page 
of our website - beachartcenter.org.
This will be an indoor/outdoor event, allowing plenty of space 
and fresh air for all. Wear what you like, but expect to see lots 
of jeans, cowboy hats, and boots on the dance floor! We will 
also have a brief auction of spectacular art and experiences 
you won’t find anywhere else. “50/50” and “Roundup Raffle” 
tickets for themed gift baskets will be sold at the event - this 
could be your lucky night!
So giddy up! Tickets are limited and available online now at 
beachartcenter.org or purchased at the Beach Art Center.
• When: Saturday, February 26th, 6:30pm to 9:30pm 
• Where: Inside and outside the Beach Art Center, 
      1515 Bay Palm Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach 
• Attire: Country Casual – Western costumes, boots, jeans, 

skirts, hats – or just come as you are!
If you are unable to attend, please consider becoming a GALA 
PATRON, it’s a great way to support us in your absence. This 
year we have a special ticket price for Members Only. If you 
wish to become a Member or renew your Membership, please 
visit our MEMBERSHIP page to purchase your membership. 
FREEFALL THEATRE COMPANY 
Before Julia Child and long before today’s proliferation of 
cooking shows, there was James Beard, the first TV chef. He 
brought a love for fine cooking (and a sense of humor) to 
the small screen in 1946 and helped establish an American 
cuisine based on fresh ingredients.  Beard’s interactive 
performance I Love to Eat (a love story with food) invites you 
to meet the man described as “the face and belly of American 
gastronomy. The solo play will be performed at freeFall Theatre 
January28 -February 27. Visit freefalltheatre.com for tickets.
ROTARY RUNS THE BEACH
Calling all runners, walkers, and potential sponsors! The 
Indian Rocks Rotary will present its third annual Rotary Runs 
the Beach on Saturday, March 26, at 8 am at the 17th Avenue 
Beach Access, in Indian Rocks Beach.
The event will consist of a 5K run and 1-mile walk. Entry 
fee is $30 for the run or $25 for the walk. Participants can 
register at Rotary Runs The Beach 2022 (runsignup.com)  
Businesses or organizations that would like to explore 
sponsorship opportunities can contact Marykay Csenge at 
mkcsenge@gmail.com or 727-735-5002.
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Community News
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB 
It hasn’t always been known as the Belleair Beach Island 
Garden Club but in one name or another, it has endured for 
75 years  in the name of Gardening in Florida.
In June 1947, ten ladies met to discuss Florida gardening and 
formed the Belleair Beach Garden Club. With an emphasis 
on horticulture in the beach area, the club continued for over 
forty years to help beautify the area and help to preserve 
natural resources and native plants.
In 1959, six ladies started a second club, the Island Garden 
Club, for the communities of Belleair Beach and Belleair 
Shore. For over 30 years, members stimulated interest in 
home gardens and assisted in the beautification of Belleair 
Beach.
Then, in 1991, the Belleair Beach Garden Club and the 
Island Garden Club came together as one and became 
known as the Belleair Beach Island Garden Club. Known as 
BBIGC, members have continued to meet for over 30 years 
and counting. The club continues in its dedication to help in 
the beautification of Belleair Beach and the surrounding area 
and stimulating interest  in home gardens and horticulture.
Although the ever present Covid variants curtailed some 
BBIGC activities in 2021 and quite possibly in 2022, they 
are determined to meet, when possible, in an environment 
that is safe for all of their members. They look forward to 
a time they can meet on a consistent basis monthly on the 
third Wednesday, October through April, in the Belleair 
community.
They always look forward to welcoming new members with an 
interest in home and community gardens. Contact Marjorie 
Rose at rosemarjorie38@yahoo.com for further information.
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
The Huge Junk & Jewels Sale will be held at 903 Ponce de 
Leon Blvd, Belleair on February 18-19 from 8am to 1pm. 
The Presale (with a $5 entry fee) will be February 17 from 
4:30-7pm. Net proceeds support club scholarships & historic 
preservation programs.
March 2, 1pm - Ancient Art of Ikebana
The Belleair Garden Club, a non-profit organization in 
its 71st year, raises funds to support historic preservation 
programs and education scholarships for horticulture and 
botany studies for post high school students.
For further information about the Belleair Garden Club and 
the “Junk & Jewels” fundraiser, please contact Jan 
(727) 412-2344 or visit www.belleairgardenclub.com. 
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, 
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You don’t 
need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater Beach. 
Many members don’t have boats. Their social activities center 
around parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki-Bar. 
Their Winter Membership program is beginning. It has 
no initiation fee and monthly dues are $200, with no food 
minimum. Winter members can use the pool, tiki bar, dining 
room and other amenities, including participating in weekly 
parties. Best of all, you can meet new people. It is a great way 
to see for yourself how much fun it is, with no obligations. You 
can end your membership whenever you wish, or convert to a 
permanent member in the Spring. Call the Yacht Club’s office, 
447-6000. Learn more at ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, or e-mail 
Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.
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