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How will changing 
climates affect us? 
And what are city leaders 
doing to prepare for rising 
sea levels? - page 16

Belleair boasts of having Florida’s oldest golf course. Built in 1897 and 
expanded to 18 holes in 1909, the course was designed by golf architect 
Donald J. Ross, shown here. It is now part of the Belleair Country Club.

Nearby, in the Town of Belleair, the new Pelican Golf Club, formerly the Belleview Biltmore Golf Course is under 
construction and preparing to open soon. It is the third area 18-hole golf course designed by Ross.

Continued on page 7

Jim Morrison 
He lived in Clearwater for 
a short time, a new book 
is out that tells that part 
of his story - page 34

Or Current Resident

BELLEAIR IS RICH 

IN GOLF HISTORY

More than 2100 
area children are 

in Foster Care
Learn how you can help 

 - page 23

The Chattaway 
St. Pete’s 

Hidden Gem
This eclectic, old-school 
Florida restaurant, south 
of downtown, has been 
a locals favorite for 
almost 100 years - page 9
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CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
2747 Sunset Blvd City Hall:  584-2151
 Fire Dept:               587-6714 
 Sheriff:                 582-6200
 MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr 
 COMMISSIONERS — 
  Joseph A. Barkley, III • Suzy Sofer
  Jack Nazario • Taylour Shimkus 
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
444 Causeway Blvd City Hall: 595-4646
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 Sheriff:                 582-6200
 MAYOR - Leslie Notaro 
 COMMISSIONERS — Wanda Schwerer
  Nicolas Pavouris, Vice Mayor • John
  Pietrowski • Marv Behm • Glenn Gunn
  Jody Shirley  
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
 Fire Dept:               595-1117
 Sheriff:                 582-6200
 Mayor: Robert E. Schmidt, Jr.
 COMMISSIONERS — Ray Piscitelli
  Dorothy Niewlarowski • Deborah 
  Roseman, Vice Mayor • Ray Piscitelli 
  Steve Bloom 
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair     588-3769
 Public Works:       588-3795 
 Police Dept:       588-3769
 MAYOR - Gary H. Katica
 COMMISSIONERS — Michael Wilkinson
  Karla Rettstatt Deputy Mayor 
  Tom Shelly • Tom Kurey
  CITY OF LARGO www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave, Info:          587-6700
 Fire Dept:          587-6714
 Police:                                    586-7427
 MAYOR - Woody Brown
 VICE MAYOR - Curtis Holmes
 COMMISSIONERS — Michael Smith
  John Carroll • James Robinson
  Samantha Fenger • Donna Holck
-----------------------------------------
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH     582-6177
DUKE POWER            443-2641
PHONE (RESIDENTIAL) 800-483-4000
SPECTRUM CABLE    329-5020

BELLEAIR REC CENTER      518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB     585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP  669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
JoAnn Bruner         544-4433 X222
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President            595-1791
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose           238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Laura Katz, President     735-7574
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Lois O’Donnell     595-1349
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Bonnie Trembulak      686-8797 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING      517-7776
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO     464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES     464-3377 
  Karen Seel            464-3278
STATE:
Vacant     727-793-2797
  Republican, District 20
  26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
 Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Jeff Brandes       727-395-2512
 Dist. 22 3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
 Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
  Republican, District 66
  8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
  larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
 Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio                  202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov
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BELLEAIR AREA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is about your 
neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of 
this newsletter. You may pick up 
additional copies of this newsletter 
at all City Halls, Panara Bread, UPS 
Store and the Belleair Market. Call 
430-8300 if you need more than a 
few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN FEBRUARY

DECEMBER
Holiday Lights Fl Botanical Gardens 1-31 
Post Office Toys For Tots   1
Holiday Stroll Largo Central Park  1 
Boat Show St Pete    1-2 
Family Camp Out Bonner Park   1-2 
Train Weekend Largo Central Park 1-2 
Hanukkah Begins   2 
Holiday Home Tour Heritage Village       7-31 
Tiny Bubbles & Big Reds    7 
Death By Chocolate Largo Community Ctr 7 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance   7 
Belleair Bluffs Holiday Event   7 
IRB Holiday Tour Of Homes   8 
Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade 8 
Breakfast With Santa, St Jerome’s 8 
Santa Breakfast Largo Community Ctr 8 
Heritage Village Houses Open   8-24 
Rotary Big Game Drawing   9 
Bell Rec Holiday Parade and Party 9 
Indian Rocks Lighted Boat Parade 15 

Largo Christmas Parade    15 
Holiday Stroll Largo Central Park 15 
Indian Shores Lighted Boat Parade 16 
Winter Begins     21 
Santa And Suds 5k Run    23 
Public School Close For Holidays 24 
Christmas     25 
Kwanzaa     26 
Boxing Day    26 
Blast Friday     28 
New Year’s Eve     31 
Fire Works Sand Key Park   31 
JANUARY
New Year’s Day     1 
Outback Bowl Game  1 
Epiphany Tarpon Springs  6 
Public School Starts     8 
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer  10 
MLK Day Public Schools  14
Florida’s Arbor Day  18

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
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Did You Know
CHIEF BILL SOHL After a 44-plus 
year career in law enforcement 
and following more than 12 years 
of service to Belleair, Police Chief 
Bill Sohl retired in November. The 
Town was fortunate to have the 
opportunity to learn from Chief’s 
experience, patience, kindness, 
and humor for the past decade 
plus and wishes him the best in 
his retirement.
Taking up the mantle of Chief is 
their very own Rick Doyle. Doyle 
has served the Belleair Police Department for seven years. 
He has previous experience working for Forsyth County, 
Georgia and for various corporate firms throughout his 
career. Congratulations, Rick - or should we say - Chief!  
COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL MOVES The annual St. 
Pete Bowl. and later known as the Gasparilla Bowl, has 
moved, Now called the Bad Boy Mowers  Gasparilla Bowl, 
it is being played in Tampa in Raymond James Stadium on 
December 20th at 8pm. It will match a team from the ACC 
and the American Athletic Conference. Get information at 
GasparillaBowl.com.  
STOP HOLIDAY WASTE The holidays are full of good 
food and fun, however, it does come at a cost. Americans 
throw away 25% more trash between Thanksgiving and 
New Year than at any other time of year. That amounts to 
25 million extra tons of garbage, or about 1 million extra 
tons per week! Here are some ideas to curb the waste: 
When planning large meals, buy only what you need. Use 
reusable utensils –plates, forks, etc. Give reusable items 
as gifts – consider to-go containers, reusable food storage 
containers, water bottles, and shopping bags. These 
gifts help reducing waste. Encourage your guests to take 
leftovers so food doesn’t go to waste. An alternative is to 
freeze them and eat them later 
SUGAR SANDS The Sugar Sands Festival will be April 12-
28 and the theme is “A Journey Around the Globe.” The 
beach will be transformed into an immaculate sculpture 
of renowned destinations and prominent landmarks from 
around the world. Now expanded from 10 to 17 days, 
hopefully more people will be able to visit. Learn more now 
at SugarSandsFestival.com.  
A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL The 
St. Pete City 
Theatre will 
present A 
Christmas 
Carol Fridays 
through 
Sundays during 
December at 
their theater, 
located at 
4025 31st 
Street S. Friday 
and Saturday 
shows are at 7:30pm and Sunday is a matinée at 2pm. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for children. Get more 
information at www.SPCityTheatre.org or call 866-1973. 
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and More...

ST. PETERSBURG BOAT SHOW The 41st Annual St. 
Petersburg Power and Sailboat Show, will be in the waters 
of the Mahaffey Theater Yacht Basin the first weekend in 
December. The 4-day event, the largest boat show on the 
Gulf Coast, will feature more than 400 boats and a floating 
city that will include a marina built in less than two days.
Boats will include a $15 million, 93-foot Viking as well as 
power boats, sailboats, family cruisers, runabouts, fishing 
boats, magnificent sailing yachts, and personal watercraft. 
Tickets are $17 for adults; children 15 and under are free. 
The main entrance is located at 400 1st Street S.
A 2016 study ranked St. Petersburg No. 2 in the country 
for boat ownership, while Tampa was No. 4. In that same 
year, the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
reported that the Tampa/St. Petersburg area had almost 
90,000 registered boats.  
CHAIR YOGA CLASSES Theresa Gaenzie is now teaching 
Chair Yoga as part of the Fitness Classes at the Belleair 
Beach Community Center. She has been teaching yoga 
for over 16 years. This class offers all the benefits of yoga 
without having to get up and down on the floor. It is suitable 
for all ages and levels. Whether you are new to yoga or 
have physical limitations, this class is for you. Classes are 
11am to noon on Tuesday and Thursday. They are open 
to the public and cost $10 per class. Email Gaenzie at 
Theresa_gaenzie@gmail.com or call her at 
631-897-4785 for more information.  
COASTAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR DECEMBER 8TH 
Hosted by Church of the Isles from noon - 5pm, there 
will be Cookies, Jewelry, Specialty Gifts, Shell Crafts and 
Handmade Gifts. Come for lunch or stop while you are 
doing the Holiday Tour of Homes. They are locate at 200 
24th Avenue, Indian Rocks Beach. 
HONORING VETERANS The 
students of St. Cecelia Catholic 
School of Clearwater, gathered by 
the school’s flagpole where they 
honored the courageous of our 
country, the veterans. A prayer 
service and flag raising to God Bless 
America was a very touching sight 
to behold. The students were asked 
the question, “Who are veterans?”  
Among the answers that were given 
by the students was that veterans are people who selflessly 
lay down their lives for freedom, liberty and ultimately peace 
in the world. Thank you veterans for all your sacrifices.  
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN FEBRUARY Read this issue, 
and others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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HEALTHCARE IN RETIREMENT
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

The end of the year forces Medicare 
enrollees to stop and consider if they 
want to make changes. For those used 
to having their health insurance offered 
by their employer, having to think about 
managing it yourself in retirement can 
be difficult and daunting. 
Part A of Medicare includes hospital 
costs, skilled nursing facilities when 
medically necessary, Hospice care, 
etc. It is free for most, and you 
automatically qualify for it at age 65. It becomes your 
primary coverage even if you have a group plan which 
will act as a supplement. You should sign up for Part 
A between 3 months before your 65th birthday and 4 
months after. 
Part B includes outpatient experiences, including doctors, 
testing costs, flu shots, rehab, physical therapy, etc. The 
premium is based on income. It can be as low as $134 per 
month or as high as $428.60 in 2019. To be eligible you 
must be age 65, paid Medicare premiums for the past 10 
years and be a US citizen or permanent resident. 
Because Part A and B have deductibles and co-insurance 
costs, most people will purchase a supplemental plan, 
which comes in various shapes and sizes with the most 
expensive plans costing up to $2,500 per year or more 
depending upon where you live. In short, it is possible that 
premiums for Part A, B and a supplement could exceed 
$7,500 per year. 
Part C is a Medicare Advantage plan offered by private 
insurers which combines Part A and B and usually covers 
drugs as well. While offering everything that Medicare covers, 
these plans may provide for additional things like dental, 
vision, hearing aids, etc. These plans usually have a limited 
network of providers in exchange for their lower cost. 
Part D covers prescription drugs at a discount, but be aware 
that you are still going to pay out of pocket and for some 
drugs, it can be very high. Buying supplemental coverage 
is important and these plans are very complex and depend 
on the drugs you have to take. 
Over 25 years in retirement, this can add up to well over 
$250,000. If you would like to discuss Medicare, Social 
Security or any other part of your retirement plan please 
schedule a meeting with us which is complimentary. 
By the way, we do not sell health insurance, but we can 
recommend a true professional.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services may be offered through Kestra Advisory 
Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS, or Provise Management Group, 
LLC. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are affiliated with Provise Management Group, LLC.
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by Dan L. Hummel

Winter Haven can brag that Cypress 
Gardens, opened in 1936, was the 
first theme park in Florida. Tampa 

can lay claim to having the oldest restaurant 
in the state, The Columbia, which opened 
in 1905. And, Belleair can boast of having 
Florida’s oldest golf course. 
Built in 1897 by railroad and steamship 
tycoon Henry Bradley Plant, the west course 
at what is now Belleair Country Club, 
began with just six holes on elevated greens 
surfaced with crushed seashells. Florida’s 
first course was built to complement the 
construction of Plant’s new Belleview Hotel. 
By 1899, the course layout had expanded 
to nine holes and the greens had been 
“upgraded” to sand surfaces. In June, 1899, 
Henry Plant died, leaving his son, Morton F. Plant, to complete the dream he started; and he did. 
Morton began experimenting with topsoil, grasses and fertilizers, refusing to accept the notion that better golf 
course grasses could not be grown successfully in Florida. He went so far as to have several railroad cars 
full of rich Indiana topsoil brought to Belleair. In 1909, the golf course grew to eighteen holes, and by 1915, 
another eighteen holes were added. Plant used the legendary golf course architect, Donald J. Ross, for course 
design. 

In 1919, John McEntee Bowman acquired the hotel and its two courses, and changed the name of the hotel to the 
Belleview Biltmore. Eventually, Ed Wright, one of the wealthiest men in Florida, purchased the properties. After he passed 
away in 1969, U. S. Steel’s Realty Division bought the land nearby and the two golf courses from his estate. 
In 1987, USX (formerly U. S. Steel) sold the undeveloped land and the Club to local developer, Bobby Byrd, who, in turn, 
sold it along with the two golf courses to its members. The Country Club was renamed Belleair Country Club and today 
remains one of Florida’s best golfing venues. Edward J. Shaughnessy, Chief Operating Officer of Belleair Country Club, 
commented, “The Belleair Courses are, and will likely always be, traditional and timeless. They will never go out of style. 
They are challenging, yet enjoyable to play. Their natural undulating character and high elevation bluffs overlooking the 
waterfront provide scenic views that are truly unique.” Membership at this extraordinary club is by invitation. 
Just a few minutes down the road from the Belleair Country Club in the Town of Belleair is the new Pelican Golf Club, 
formerly the Belleview Biltmore Golf Course. Built in conjunction with the residential development known as Belleair 
Estates, the facility became the Town of Belleair’s third 18-hole golf course designed by golf architect Donald J. Ross. Ross 
claimed it was “one of the finest in the South.” Using hundreds of pounds of dynamite, a crew of 100 men and 35 teams 
of mules began work on the course in early 1926. The course officially opened in late December of that same year as the 
Pelican Golf Club. 

In 1959, the Belleview Biltmore Hotel bought the Pelican golf facility, enhancing the 
hotel’s golfing options to three 18-hole courses. After the sale of the two Country 
Club courses in the late 1980s, the owners of the Biltmore Hotel changed the name 
from the Pelican Golf Course to the Belleview Biltmore Golf Club to more closely 
connect the course to the hotel property just 1 1/2 miles from where their overnight 
guests had playing privileges. 
Fast forward to 2012 when the Town of Belleair purchased the golf course, brought 
in new management, and renamed it the Belleview Biltmore Golf Club. Four years 
later, the Dan Doyle family, longtime residents of Belleair, approached the town and 
offered to buy the course for $300,000 more than what the town had paid for it. 
Today, the 18-hole course in Belleair is being restored to its “golden age” features. 
Phase One includes the golf course, a grill room and a pro shop that are scheduled 
to open in mid to late January, 2019. Phase Two will debut in mid to late fall, 2019, 
and features a two-story facility with a club house, a steakhouse, fitness center, and 
grand banquet facilities. Lee Mackay, General Manager of the Pelican Golf Club, 
stated, “The mission of the Pelican Golf Club is to provide luxury at every turn, from 
an unmatched golfing experience to unforgettable social engagements tailored to 
every member’s every need.”

Mayor Gary Katica of Belleair, commented, “The Doyle’s are doing a tremendous job in developing this property. They 
are a first class family who live in this town and who are always doing nice things for our community. We’re looking 
forward to the grand opening.” 
So checkout Bellaire’s three beautiful Donald J. Ross golf courses. And when you do, hit ‘em straight and be sure to keep 
your eye on the ball! 

KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL!
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THE CHATTAWAY - A ST. PETE TRADITION FOR NEARLY 100 YEARS
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

In 1925, the wood-framed building you 
see today, poking out at an angle, was 
built to be “Four Corners,” the area’s 

store. Operated by Mrs. Klinger, she sold 
groceries inside, and had a small outdoor 
stand where customers bought soda pop 
for a few pennies, candy and cigarettes. 
Gas was dispensed from antique glass 
pumps for 10¢ a gallon. If a kid had no 
money, she was known to give them candy 
anyway. The building had a screened-in 
porch, with a dirt floor, where they served 
fresh-roasted peanuts, a locals favorite. 
Mr. and Mrs. Franks ran the store during 
Prohibition in the early 1930s. They did 
what others did: sold liquor and moonshine 
illegally. It probably explains the bar across 
the front door, which remains today.  
After Prohibition ended, the store was 
officially renamed The Chattaway. The 
owners added beer and wine and strung 
Christmas-type lights around the perimeter 
and into the parking lot. The name was 
changed to The Chattaway Drive-In, when 
it became one of St. Pete’s first restaurants 
to have car hops. Girls, of course, ran back 
and forth to the parking lot taking orders 
and delivering food to the cars. 
Owners came and went, each adding 
something. The grocery store became a 
recreation room. An owner added two 
shuffleboards courts, unique at the time, 
which proved to be very popular. 
In 1951, Mrs. Helen Lund bought The 
Chattaway. According to Helen’s 
daughter-in-law and current owner Jillian 
Frers’s, “Helen was a telephone operator 
in New York when she moved to St. 
Petersburg with barely a thousand dollars 
in her pocket and no husband. She really 
wanted to be a restaurant owner. She 

told me she liked The 
Chattaway because 
‘It had parking—a lot 
of parking,’ so she 
bought it.”
In the beginning, 
Helen’s menu 
was simple: soup, 
sandwiches, soft 
drinks, and beer. The 
old house was a place 
to sit, eat, drink, and 
play games. She added 
chicken and shrimp 
baskets, then breakfast 
because nearby motel 
guests had nowhere 
else to eat.
Helen’s son Everett Lund joined his mom in 
running The Chattaway. He and wife Jillian 
took over operation in 1983. When Everett 
passed away, Jill inherited the restaurant. 
On the bridge connecting the parking lot 
and the patio is still a street sign that reads: 
“Everett Lane.”
With the help of a couple additional 
husbands, (she has been married four 
times) Jill developed The Chattaway into 
what you see today. She had six children 
before she met Everett, which led to 
nine grandkids. Most have worked at 
The Chattaway in one role or another. 
Her youngest daughter Amanda Kittois 
currently the manager. 
Jill, originally from England, converted the 
dining room into somewhat of a museum 
honoring Queen Elizabeth. The walls 
are covered in English photos and nick-
knacks. “This is my room,” Jill, also known 
as “Lady Chattaway,” says with pride. “I 
always wanted to do this, but I waited until 
mother-in-law passed away. I did not want 
to be pushy.” 
Tea is available in the room between 2 
and 5 pm daily, by appointment. The fare 
changes with the customers’ desires and 
includes scones, petit fours, cookies, tea 
and maybe sherry. If you are lucky, Jill may 
even give you a personal tour.
“My Mother-in-Law created the now 
popular Chattaburger,” Jill makes clear. “It 
became an instant success and is still our 
best seller.”
The $9.50, 7oz. burger with all the fixings 
is served with fries or coleslaw. Gluten-free 
buns are available. There are 14 other 
sandwiches to choose from, seven entrees, 
five types of salads, four different soups, 
wings, etc. “Our Lobster Chowder is a big 
seller,” adds Amanda. They serve beer and 
wine, but no liquor.
The most popular place to sit is on the 
large patio surrounded by the plants, 
fountains and large oak trees. It is perfect 
a place to bring your dogs; they use it for 

SPCA and Pet 
Pals Rescue 
fund-raisers. 
There is a 
m a k e - s h i f t 
bandshell in 
the northeast 
corner with music nightly (weather 
permitting). The Chattaway hosts many 
special events—large and small. “We even 
have weddings,” says Amanda. “The Red 
Hat Ladies come regularly. One customer 
rented the whole place – inside and out – 
for a personal party,” she exclaimed.
“Since I have been the owner, every sitting 
mayor has eaten here,” says Frers, “as 
have most City Council Members, Police 
Chiefs and Fire Department personnel. 
“The Chattaway has great food, friendly 
service, and live music – a true St. 
Petersburg institution in the heart of Old 
Southeast. At almost 100 years old, it’s 
one of our oldest restaurants and a local 
treasure.  Always impressed with how they 
continue to embrace their historic charm 
while still attracting new customers year 
after year,” says Rep. Charlie Crist
“At a time when America seems to be 
franchising and creating mega-chains to 
service its gustatory desires, there remain 
a few home-town bastions of character, 
kitsch and toothsome victuals – welcome 
to the Chattaway – St. Pete’s dining treat!” 
says Robert Ulrich, Mayor from 1987 to 
1991. “Chattaway exudes the attention of 
local owner, Jillian, who is present day to 
day – one committed to creating a clever 
al fresco dining experience replete with a 
menu prepared with attention to the taste 
of a casual palate -  you owe it to yourself 
to test my opinion,” he concludes.
The Chattaway is located at 358 22nd 
Avenue S., St. Petersburg. Call them at 
(727) 823-1594. See their menu and 
history online at TheChattaway.com. Once 
you visit, you quite likely will become one 
those who drop in regularly 
NOTE: This restaurant is cash-only, just 
like the old days, but there is an ATM. Owner Jillian Frers preparing for 

afternoon tea.
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WEATHER & WATER IN FLORIDA
By Rebecca Geiger
Well, we have finally hit fall! Comfortable days and cooler 
nights are a rarity in Florida, but when they come we welcome 
the break from the stifling heat. However, this does pose some 
dangers when it comes to water. Children, and sometimes 
adults, don’t realize how quickly water temperatures change. 
This can lead to some risky situations.
When the temperatures drop at night, water gets cold faster 
than we would expect, especially water in pools. This is mostly 
caused by the pool filtration system. We are all aware that warm 
things rise and cooler things sink. In the case of pools, this 
means that the warmer water rises to the top where it rapidly 
cools and drops lower. The cooler water is pulled through the 
drain and redistributed through the jets at the top of the pool, 
cooling the water even more. Keep in mind that most of your 
pool thermometers only go three to four inches into the water, 
meaning your reading will be from the warmest water in the pool. 
Cold water saps children’s energy faster than anything else. 
This disrupts their coordination and causes them to tighten up 
faster. Just because the air is warm doesn’t indicate that the 
water in the pool will be warm enough to swim in. When they 
do swim under these conditions, keep an eye on their mouths 
for indicators that it is time to get out. Their lips will be one of 
the first places the body pulls blood from to stay warm, so when 
lips turn blue, combined with the chattering of teeth (meaning 
that they are losing control of their small muscle movements), 
it is time to end the swim session. Make sure if they choose to 
attempt swimming in cold water, that they acclimate themselves 
to it prior to submerging themselves!
If anyone falls into cold water unexpectedly, it is worth a quick 
trip to the doctor to eliminate the possibility of dry drowning. 
Dry drowning is something we all hear about that mostly comes 
from the shock of cold water. When the body is submerged 
in a pool or other body of cold water unexpectedly, the initial 
response to a shock of that magnitude is a quick intake of 
breath.  If the head or face is submerged when this occurs, the 
individual will intake water instead of air. The body’s natural 
response to an overwhelming jolt of this kind is to shut down 
for a couple of seconds while it assesses the situation and 
determines the best course of action. If this happens, the water 
taken in will settle deep in the lungs. Therefore, even if the 
person is retrieved or gets themselves out almost immediately, 
the water still cannot get out of the lungs. It is worth having the 
lungs checked by a doctor in this case prior to going to sleep 
and risking the danger of the fluid restricting breathing.
I am known as Miss Becca to my students, specializing in “Drowning 
Prevention Education” for children and adults for more than 20 years 
through private lessons and presentations. Please call (813}363-
9133 with any questions.

HOLIDAY TOUR OF HOMES
Back by popular demand, the Indian Rocks 3rd Annual Holiday 
Tour of Homes is Saturday, December 8th, from 1 to 6 PM.
The tour will begin at the Beach Art Center, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd, 
Indian Rocks Beach, where you check in at the reception to receive 
your wrist band for entry into homes. Enjoy refreshments while 
browsing the gifts, cards and artwork on sale by our local artists.
The tour highlights distinctive homes, each showcasing unique 
interior designs that are decked out in festive décor. 
Advance tickets are $15 at www.squareup.com/store/IRBHOA, at 
The Beach Art Center, and at Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty, 417 
1st St, Indian Rocks or. Day of tickets are available at the Beach 
Art Center for $20. Proceeds benefit the Beach Art Center and 
various community projects.
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THE TRAVEL TRIBE - PART THREE
From Europe to Asia 

By Cassie Berger, Belleair resident
It’s been four months of full time travel with our two little children and things are still 
going great! We left Italy (country 9) and headed north to a country you never really 
hear about, Estonia. Imagine stepping back in time to the Renaissance Era and you 
are in Old Town Tallinn, Estonia. Ferrying over to Finland, we visited the International 
Grand Market. Vendors from around the world set up booths to sell their goods in 
the main open square. Russia was next on our bucket list where we experienced the 
vibrant color and detailed architecture of the most beautiful church’s in the world. 
They really aren’t comparable to anything I’ve ever seen.
Cold weather in the last 3 countries sent us flying south towards warmer weather. 
Palma de Mallorca, Spain a beach island with mountains!! If the views weren’t 
incredible enough, fresh paella was a daily staple. Our family came to visit us and 
we had a relaxing family vacation in the Belgian countryside. Cows roaming in our 
backyard and green land as far as you could see. Goodbye to our family and we were 
off to Asia!
Turkey was our first stop and what a welcoming we received. Turkish people 
overwhelmingly loved the children. Everywhere we went we would get smiles, a lot of 
people would stop just to play with Penelope a bit. Of course since we were there we 
had to see the world famous Hagia Sofia.
From Turkey to the United Arab Emirates or U.A.E. We visited our dear family friends 
in Dubai. Now one thing I can say is Dubai does everything bigger and better than 
anywhere else in the world. We saw the Burj Khalifa the tallest building in the world standing at a whopping 829 m, walked 
along the tree shaped Palm Jumeirah Island, and went sand bashing through the vast desert while rocking out to music.
Two weeks later we headed to India. Mumbai to be exact. Elephant Island is what drew me here. A UNESCO world heritage 
sight, there are numerous cave temples on the island. These cave temples are very large and are mainly dedicated to the 
Hindu god Shiva with many sculptures of Shiva inside.
We are getting into very new and exciting territory in Asia.
Where are we off to next?? Keep up with us real time on Instagram and Facebook at traveltribefamily
Happy Traveling! Cassandra Tyler Preston Penelope
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COVE WEST Colleen 
Ewart, owner of Island 
Cove Beads Gallery in 
Indian Rocks Beach has 
expanded, one store to the 
West - thus the name Cove 
West. The new apparel 
store includes  lots of 
beachwear.
“My new store features 
apparel, body care and 
accessories inspired by the 
casual cool lifestyle of our 
west coast,” say Colleen. 
“We have both men’s and 
women’s casual beach 
clothing.” Check them out 
at 1519 Gulf Blvd., in the  
Keegan’s. Plaza. 
GALLERIA MISTO OPENS SECOND LOCATION Owners 
Louise and Luigi Del Basso are expanding their gallery 
by adding a new location in downtown St. Petersburg. In 
addition to the art gallery located in The Plaza, next door 
to E&E Stakeout, they are opening a small gallery inside of 
The Mahaffey Theatre, on the second floor. The exhibits will 
normally only be open during Mahaffey events including 
Florida Orchestra concerts. The Grand Opening Inception 
of Creation exhibit and a reception is on December 5, from 
5:30 to 730pm. To attend the reception, RSVP by call 559-
7767. Get more info on this at www.GalleriaMisto.com.   
WINE KNOT Ken Gillespie, prior partner in Slyce Pizza, 
decided to try something different. Recently, he opened Wine 
Knot, a wine bar, in Redington Shores’ old Dog Fish Tackle 
building at 17477 Gulf Blvd, across from the Redington Pier. 
BIG MAN CELEBRATES 
1000 MOVES In early 
2017, we introduced 
you to Big Man’s Moving 
Company owned by then 
newlyweds Josh and 
Brooke Anderson, whose 
wedding gifts partially 
funded their first 26 foot 
moving truck. Today 
we highlight another 
exciting milestone: 1000 
successfully completed 
local and out of state 
moves! 
The couple would like to 
thank their employees, 
whose good attitudes 
and superior work 
ethic have resulted in 
over 300 perfect 5-star 
reviews, strategic referral 
partners who consistently 
recommend Big Man’s 
Moving to their clients,and the community for supporting their 
neighborhood, family-owned moving company. For a free estimate, 
visit Bigmansmoving.com or call 727-772-3458. 

Business Briefs
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BELLEAIR 
MARKET OFFERS 
CATERING Belleair 
Market offers that 
extra unique touch 
to all your holiday 
party needs. From 
wine and beer 
to platters to full 
service catering, 
they can do it all. 
For customized 
holiday catering 
for your office, 
family or friends, 
call them at 727-
584-3697 or visit 
belleairmarket.com 
for menu ideas. 
YELLOW BANKS OPENS Yellow Banks, our local orange 
supplier, opened as usual in October. “So far, the 2018 
season is looking like a good year,” says John Buck, long time 
owner of Yellow Banks. “We won’t really know until the crop 
is completely picked and delivered, but it may be the best of 
the last five years.”
“Last year was a disaster with Hurricane Irma going 
through Lakeland in early September. All of my trees are 
in Lakeland,” Buck adds. “A September hurricane is worse 
than an October hurricane.”
Order your Holiday Boxes now, and check out their ice 
cream while you shop. Yellow Banks is located at 14423 
Walsingham Road, just over the bridge. Get more info at 
www.YellowBanksGroves.com. 
ISLAND ATTITUDE This new beach T-Shirt shop opened 
in Indian Rocks Beach’s Keegan’s Plaza. Check out some 
of their things for Holiday Shopping ideas. Find them at 
1519 Gulf Blvd, facing the street, in Clever Training’s old 
home.  
BELLEVIEW PLACE 
UPDATE JMC has 
been hard at work 
on the Belleview 
Place development. 
The third of the 
four condominium 
buildings has started 
construction. Two 
condo models 
can be viewed by 
appointment. Please 
call 727-469-7070 
to schedule. Sales in the building are doing well, but some 
prime views and locations are still available. The initiation 
fee for a Belleair Country Club membership is included with 
your purchase.
The exciting news is that the Belleview Inn will open Dec. 8!! 
The thirty-five room hotel includes the lobby of the 120-year 
old Belleview Biltmore Hotel, which was move to the hotel 
site. No time or effort was spared in bringing this part of the 
great hotel back to its former glory

Business Briefs
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ISLAND SURF SHOP’S NEW 
OWNERS In August, Bob and Shelly 
Kopald bought the Island Surf Shop. 
Basically, they are keeping the small surf 
shop the same as it has always been, 
with few changes. 
Island Surf Shop has been operating in 
Indian Rocks Beach for 41 years and is 
one of the city’s oldest businesses. It is 
located at 309 Gulf Blvd.                                                     
SPACE AVAILABLE AT THE PLAZA 
Businesses come and go, then some 
just move. That is a landlords reality. 
In the Plaza, Belleair Optical moved its 
store front to the south a few spaces. Belle’s Olive Branch, on 
the northside has closed, as did Moda. At the moment, three 
storefronts are available. One is 2,500 square feet and already 
built for a clothing or retail store. Another at 2,100 square feet  is 
appropriate for general retail or services. Both spaces have high 
traffic and are located near E&E Stakeout, Bella Vino Wines and 
Belleair Coffee. For leasing information, call David Berolzheimer, 
the owner, at 421-4245.         
GLUFF’S MOVED The small barbershop on the south end of 
The Plaza Shopping Center closed a few months ago without 
much fanfare. John Gluff moved his men’s hair cutting business 
to 1207 Clearwater-Largo Road.         

NEW HOTEL 
COMING SOON 
The Sea Captain 
Hotel, just east of 
the Pier 60 Hotel, 
was torn down in 
September to make 
way for another, 
more modern 
hotel. Clearwater 
Beach resident Jeff 
Keierleber, who 
owns Pier 60 Motel, 

bought the Sea Captain a few years ago and is building the 
new hotel overlooking the Marina. Keierleber also owns the 
Clearwater Beach Holiday Inn, Edge, and Chart House, as 
well as several other Pinellas hotels. They are awaiting City of 
Clearwater approval before they announced details.                                                                              
NEW APPROACH IS #1 It came 
as a surprise to Karen Luff, owner 
of New Approach Salon, that she 
was voted as the “Best Hair Salon 
in the Tampa Bay Area” by the 
readers of Creative Loafing. But it 
was not a surprise to her customers, 
who voted her #1. “I did not know 
I was even being considered,” 
says Luff. New Approach has also 
won the Tampa Bay Newspapers’ 
People’s Choice Awards. They 
are located at 2933 West Bay 
Drive, next to Bonefish Grill. Visit 
NewApproachHairSalon.com 
or for an appointment call 
584-8664 

Business Briefs
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INTERIORS 
BY SHARMAN 
Through the 
years, Sharman 
Eicher has seen 
the inside of a 
lot of houses 
and condos, 
and offices, and 
lobbies—and 
much more. That 
is because for 
almost 45 years 
Sharman has owned Interiors by Sharman located in Belleair 
Bluffs. She has been in Belleair Bluffs since 1992. 
Sharman, her real name, is originally from Findlay, Ohio. She 
moved to Florida as a child with her parents. She attended 
The Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, majoring in Fine Arts, 
with a specialty in Interior Design. “Ringling is one of the few 
schools in Florida that teaches interior design,” Sharman says. 
As a member of ASID and licensed by the State of Florida, 
Sharman worked for 19 years as an interior designer with 
a design firm. In 1992, she leased a space in Belleair Bluffs 
(long before there was a Bonefish Grill) to work for herself. 
Interiors by Sharman is one of the original tenants in that 
shopping center, as is Belleair Jewelers.
Sharman specializes in residences, houses, condos, offices 
and retirement facilities. She employs seven people with two 
designers on site. Their trucks are frequently seen in the area.
“The day after the No Name Storm of 1993,” Sharman recalls, 
“a very nice lady came in and asked for my help. She had lost 
everything, so I helped her remodel her condo.”
“I get a lot of referrals and repeat business,” Sharman 
explains. “Many of our clients buy second homes—in other 
states—and we do them, too. That is because we do not just 
purchase items and hire subcontractors. We are very ‘hands 
on’ and personally supervise our jobs from start to finish.”
Find Interiors by Sharman at 2949 West Bay Drive, next to 
Bonefish Grill. Call 581-1400 or visit InteriorsBySharman.com.  
MARINEMAX CLEARWATER NAMES NEW SALES 
MANAGER Mo Struder was recently named as the new 
Sales Manager at MarineMax Clearwater. 
“I am honored to take on this new role at MarineMax and 
look forward to assisting my team in reaching their goals,” 
stated Mo Struder, MarineMax Sales Manager.  
Mo has vast executive experience managing large sales 
teams completing complicated and large volume deals. 
His work history includes work for IBM and over 17 years 
with Teradata in various roles of increasing responsibility. 
As Area Vice President he was responsible for the direction 
of 25 sales professionals across a diverse customer base 
and geographic mix spanning 12 states, including six of 
the company’s top 50 accounts. Mo is joining MarineMax 
Clearwater in the role of Sales Manager and will be 
responsible for the management of the Sales and Brokerage 
Teams. Mo has also been a long-time boat enthusiast and a 
long-term repeat service and sales customer of MarineMax 
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If you have news for this 
newsletter, please contact us. E-mail news to 
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-430-8300. 

Business Briefs
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Local leaders step up to address challenges like sea level rise

By Susan Glickman, Florida Director of the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy

Benjamin Franklin’s sage advice, “An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure” is no less true 250 years after 
he said it. Community leaders who heed those wise words 

serve us well. Making smart decisions to get out in front of 
challenging problems is essential now and will protect us into 
the future.
Right now, one of the biggest challenges looming over our 
region is climate change and the sea level rise that comes along 
with it. Most researchers agree that as global temperatures 
increase, hurricanes will become both stronger and wetter, 
and they will be likely to move more slowly, lingering longer 
over the communities in their paths. According to senior NASA 
scientist Timothy Hall, who recently addressed the Tampa Bay 
Regional Planning Council, we can expect to see greater storm 
surge and more intense rain events as well as “storms that 
achieve intensity levels never seen before historically.” 
It’s past time for our local governments to get moving on this — 
we’re experiencing impacts now, and they are going to increase. 
Tampa Bay’s sea water has historically risen about an inch 
per decade. But in the 1990s, scientists recorded something 
alarming: Our local sea level rise increased to several inches 
above normal. Now, the Tampa Bay Climate Science Advisory 
Panel predicts that Tampa Bay will rise between six inches to 
more than two feet by the middle of the century — and as much 
as seven feet after that.
This is obviously a pressing and potentially costly problem for 
coastal roads, parks, businesses, and neighborhoods. In 2015, 
national firm Karen Clark & Co., which analyzes the impacts 
of catastrophic weather events, estimated that the Tampa Bay 
metropolitan area is the most vulnerable to storm surge and 
could lose $175 billion in a storm the size of Hurricane Katrina.
We’re already seeing that with our higher water levels, even 
small storms push water toward the shore and bring significant 
flooding to neighborhoods in Tampa, St. Petersburg and 
Clearwater. We need to join together now to make common-
sense preparations to deal with these rising waters. Just think 
about it: If our coastal real estate market collapsed due to 
increasing flooding, we’d watch our region’s economy crash. 
Counties and cities would have fewer tax dollars available right 
when we most need money to put into the infrastructure we 
need to deal with the problem.
The time is now for the Tampa Bay region to look at how we 
adapt to the climate impacts that are already in the pipeline and 
take steps to reduce emissions so we don’t make the problems 
worse. Thankfully, we are seeing crucial leadership from some 
local elected officials, especially Pinellas County Commissioner 
Janet Long, who is the current Chair of the Tampa Bay Regional 
Planning Council. 
As a result of Commissioner Long’s leadership on October 8th, 
24 local government officials formed the Tampa Bay Regional 

Resiliency Coalition, to enable counties and municipalities on 
Florida’s west coast to work collaboratively on mitigation and 
adaptation strategies and develop a regional resiliency action 
plan. 
The path forward for Tampa Bay is already being modeled 
in Southeast Florida. Almost a decade ago, Broward, Miami-
Dade, Monroe, and Palm Beach county commissions signed 
the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact, 
along with dozens of municipalities representing nearly six 
million residents. Under The Compact, the local governments 
develop annual legislative programs and jointly advocate for 
state and federal funding, which increases local government 
power in the competitive world of government spending. 
Regional collaboration has afforded them opportunities, and 
we have the benefit of their lessons learned.
We have needed to act to reduce emissions for a long time, 
but now we are at a true crossroads. The Arctic is melting, the 
permafrost is thawing, and the sea level is rising. As goes the 
Arctic, so goes Florida. We must take serious action now to both 
adapt to the climate change impacts that are inevitable from 
carbon pollution already in the atmosphere, and to reduce our 
emissions and future vulnerabilities by transforming to a low-
carbon economy.
People who live on the west coast of Florida will feel the effects 
from sea level rise in diverse ways – impacting transportation, 
public health, insurance, storm-water management and coastal 
flooding. These types of broad challenges will benefit from 
regional collaboration both from an adaptation and mitigation 
perspective.
A 2017 report by the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, 
entitled The Cost of Doing Nothing: Economic Impacts of Sea 
Level Rise in the Tampa Bay Region, considered the potential 
impacts of year-round flooding on the regional economy. 
Together these impacts bear cumulative costs of $162 billion to 
the region’s gross regional product.
It is vital we start this crucial planning process now. Hillsborough 
County Commissioner and former State Senator Victor Crist 
once commented to me, “If we knew then what we know now, 
we wouldn’t have put Tampa General Hospital on an island.” 
Let’s be clear-eyed about what the future holds.
This is the moment we must all confront the realities of a 
changing climate and acknowledge that there are solutions at 
hand. Transitioning to a clean energy economy will be better 
for all of us all in the long run, creating jobs, saving money and 
protecting our natural environment.
Working together, we can solve the challenges before us. Much 
is at stake.
Belleair Beach resident Susan Glickman, Florida Director of the 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, was recently named to Florida 
Trend’s Florida 500 – a list of the 500 Most Influential Business Leaders
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI 
New sheriff museum at heritage village

The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office has a rich history filled 
with heroism, hardship, and even humor. For years, we have 
housed pieces of our heritage in the lobby of the Sheriff’s 
Administration Building. Now, we have a second location to 
display more of these items at the Lowe House in Heritage 
Village in Largo. This living history museum just down the 
road from our administration building is the perfect place to 
showcase important artifacts and information about former 
sheriffs and milestones in law enforcement. 
The Lowe House, where the exhibit is located, was built in 
1888 and gives visitors a glimpse into what life looked like for 
the early settlers of Pinellas County. Wesley Lowe and his wife, 
kids, and father lived in this house in Anona under Pinellas 
County’s first sheriff, Marvel Whitehurst, until the 1930s. The 
McMullen brothers’ homes are also in Heritage Village; they 
were prominent figures throughout Pinellas County’s law 
enforcement history. We feel privileged to honor those who 
have served the agency in this historic setting.
The Portraits of a Sheriff gallery begins in 1912 with, 
“The Formative Years,” of the sheriff’s office when the first 
courthouse and jail was built. The original county patrol 
officers focused on guarding the citrus groves from thieves 
and investigating moonshine stills.
Visitors then enter into the next era of law enforcement by 
walking through old cell doors from our second jail—which 
housed inmates from 1918 to 1950. This room that focuses 
on Pinellas County Sheriff’s from 1953 to 1972 is called “A 
Changing Force,” and displays a uniform from our patrol 
officers in the 1960s, a helmet that officers had to wear to 
protect them from rioters, and one of our first computers. 

The community of Pinellas County 
witnessed major milestones during this 
time period, including the first female 
deputy, the first African-American 
deputy, and our first K-9—a bloodhound 
named Spotlight. 
The next 30 years shaped the 
modernization of the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office. After 1972, the organization expanded 
services by adding the flight, marine, and K-9 units. In 
addition to displaying photos of some of our greatest 
accomplishments, like the narcotics seizure of the 1980s 
when officers found cocaine inside cedar planks, we also have 
more lighthearted photos involving community engagement. 
After Star Wars came out in 1977, the sheriff’s office used 
Darth Vader in schools to encourage kids to stay safe and 
prevent crime.
Our hope is that the families of Pinellas County will be 
enlightened and inspired by this unique telling of our sheriffs’ 
history. There is something for everyone to learn—even the 
kids can stay engaged by playing an interactive detective 
game.
The doors of the Lowe House are open, and we invite the 
citizens of Pinellas County to take a journey through the 
history of our sheriffs and their staff who have had, and 
continue to have, a large impact on people’s lives. 
Heritage Village is free to the public and is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm, and on Sundays from 
1 pm to 4 pm
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SANTA AND SUDS 5K RUN
 AND STREET PARTY

Santa and Suds 5K, 
.5K and street party, 
now on its 5th year 
,returns December 
23rd at 4PM.  Sean 
Belanger and friends 
Rob Powers and Bladar 
(Tony) Stravrov started 
the race in 2013 as 
a way to encourage 
people to see the 
changes in downtown 
Clearwater and to 
help sponsor the deaf 
community through the 
Deaf Literacy Center. 
The three of them have a great passion for downtown 
Clearwater and hope to see it became a smaller version of 
St Petersburg or more like our neighbor Dunedin. As the 
years have gone by, there have been great changes which 
include Capitol Theater, ClearSky Restaurant, multiple 
other restaurants, two coffee shops including Starbucks, a 
new wine bar, and two breweries. 
From the beginning, them wanted the race to be fun and 
filled with the colors and sounds of the holidays. Race 
Awards include best costumes and best Santa. You will 
see Elves and Santas running as well as other creative 
costumes making a race that is certainly about fun and the 
Holiday season. The Mayor of Clearwater typically kicks 
off the race.
This family fun race features a .5K as well as a 5K. Yes, 
that’s not a typo that’s a .5K or ½ of a kilometer. Of course 
the .5K race emphasizes the fun part. The race will start in 
front of ClearSky and Tony’s Pizza. There will be a crowd, 
so get there early! The 5K is quite fun as it travels the wide 
bike path over the causeway bridge so strollers and kids 
are welcome. Many families have made this part of their 
Christmas tradition much the same as the Turkey Trot is 
part of so many Thanksgiving days.
The street is closed during the race. There will be a 
complimentary beer, Santa race shirts and jingle bells for 
participants. Both ClearSky and Tony’s Pizza will offer specials.
Please come join the fun. Register at RaceHawk.com, just 
look for Santa and Suds. Sign up early and save. Spread 
the word, bring your friends and come have fun.
Thanks go to the Run for Brews organization for supporting 
and participating in the race as well many individual 
sponsors, including ClearSky restaurant and Tony’s Pizza. 
This year’s proceeds will go to the Saint Vincent DePaul 
Soup Kitchen of Clearwater and tickets sold through the 
Deaf Literacy Center will support that great organization.

MISS BENNET: 
CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY 

Presented by American Stage
This Christmas, join American Stage and cozy up with your 
favorite Pride and Prejudice characters at Pemberley. This 
perfectly constructed romantic holiday comedy takes you to 
1815 England in the grand estate of newlyweds, Mr. and 
Mrs. Darcy. MISS BENNET will enchant Jane Austen fans 
and new-comers alike, November 28- December 30. Call 
727.823.PLAY (7529) or visit AmericanStage.org. 
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CASA AND HSN OPENING A CLOTHING SHOP INSIDE SHELTER, 
Aimed to Empower and Bring Confidence to Survivors who have Fled Domestic Violence

As CASA, Pinellas County’s largest certified domestic violence support agency, prepared for October’s Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, HSN Cares worked behind the scenes at CASA’s shelter to create The First Impressions Boutique -- a 
clothing store stocked with HSN clothing, accessories, and under garments, that will provide survivors of domestic violence 
the hand up that they need to rebuild their lives and go back into the workforce.
“For many survivors of domestic violence, shopping in the HSN First Impressions Boutique will be the first clothing choice 
they are able to make separate from the control of an abuser,” said Lariana Forsythe, CASA CEO. “HSN Cares has been 
a tremendous partner to CASA and we hope HSN’s impact can serve as an example for other community members to find 
unique and creative ways to get involved.”
HSN Cares is dedicated to empowering women and helping families in times of need locally, nationally and globally. 
Earlier this year HSN Cares offered the HSN Outlet and Emplorium store managers the opportunity to vote between three 
local organizations that empower women and help families in times of need. The vote was unanimous in favor of CASA, 
Community Action Stops Abuse. The HSN Outlet and Emplorium stores began a month-long fundraiser that, coupled with 
a corporate donation, generated in $50,000 in support of CASA.
“The First Impressions Boutique truly embodies the mission of HSN Cares, which is to empower women and help families 
in times of need,” said Andrea Masterson, HSN Cares. “The Boutique not only provided us with an opportunity to give back 
to our local community, but it allowed us to leverage many of our talented employees.”
The HSN Cares relationship with CASA united our colleagues in support of a cause that we are all passionate about through 
the creation of HSN Cares First Impressions Boutique at CASA. The goal was to create a boutique with new clothing donated 
by HSN for the women who are staying at the shelter to wear on interviews, ect., to ensure they have something new to wear 
that is appropriate for getting back into the workforce. 
The ribbon cutting of the boutique took place -n September. The end result was the product of months of work by HSN 
employees. From HSN employees coming together to first raise the funds that it would take to bring the boutique to life, 
to the creative and sets teams working together to build out a beautiful boutique on site at CASA and the merchandising 
teams assorting a collection of items that residents can shop- at no cost to them- for apparel to wear to job interviews, it 
took a village. 
ABOUT CASA - CASA provides safety, empowerment and prevention programs to end domestic violence. It is the 501c3 
certified domestic violence center based in southern Pinellas County. CASA operates the area’s 24-hour hotline and 
emergency shelter, non-residential programs such as support groups, economic empowerment and legal advocacy, Child 
Protective Investigative Team support and community and corporate training. In addition, CASA’s Peacemakers teach anti-
bullying and healthy relationship curriculum to thousands of children each year in the Pinellas County school system.
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TRASH TALK…RECYCLING NEEDS OUR HELP
By Dan L. Hummel

Recycled materials 
and trash should 
look very different 

from each other, but for 
years they have been 
converging. 
That’s the observation of 
the National Recycling 
Coalition (NRC), a non–
profit organization that 

is focused on the promotion and enhancement of recycling 
in the United States. Up to 20 percent of materials collected 
for recycling are not recyclables. Combine that variable with 
the fact that much of what is collected now is contaminated. 
These factors have caused China, the world’s leading 
recyclables buyer, to launch an embargo on U.S. recycling 
imports. So, in most cases, what used to be sold to China 
and other processors as a revenue generator for most cities 
and counties, has now turned into a cost. 
Sarah Herzig, a Solid Waste Technician for Pinellas County, 
explained, “Recycling in Pinellas County is collected by 
municipalities and private haulers. The materials are taken 
to local Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) for sorting. 
After sorting, recyclable materials are sold to processors 
and manufacturers. However, the value of these materials 
fluctuate and there is a significant cost for the collection 
of the material, staff, and equipment to sort the materials. 
Recycling would not be sustainable for the companies that 
collect it without charging a fee to customers.”
Pinellas County is proactive on education relative to recycling. 
Stephanie Watson, Program Supervisor of Recycling Outreach 
and Programs, stated that Pinellas County has been providing 
education to county residents on proper recycling for many 
years, including the explanation of what contamination is. 
The city of Clearwater values recycling, but like many other 
municipalities, is struggling with what is called the “single 
stream” process. This particular way of recycling began in 
2013 and allows all recyclables to be collected together, and 
then sorted later at a central location. Before that, each type 
of recycled materials like paper, cardboard, metal, plastic, 
and glass were separated by the consumer, and then taken 
to a sorting facility. 
Sheridan Boyle, Recycling Specialist for Clearwater, said, 
“While the materials sent to the sorting facility were much 
cleaner prior to the single stream process being introduced, 
there was not a lot of recycling participation because it was 
more labor intensive for consumers. Once all recyclables were 
permitted to be placed in a single cart, consumer participation 
greatly increased. However, so did the contamination, and 
the number of non-recyclables being placed in the carts.” 
Boyle hopes that education can change that. The city has 
launched a comprehensive marketing plan with direct mail 
and posters to teach consumers the best way to prepare their 
recyclables for pickup. She continued, “A lot of people want 
to talk about recycling and that is a good thing. The key is to 
help them prepare it better for us prior to pick up.” 
Boyle goes on to say that plastic grocery bags, Styrofoam 
and food waste are the three biggest culprits when it comes 
to recycling. Placing any of these three items into the recycle 
carts greatly contributes to the problem, and eventually 
increases contamination and costs for local governments.
In Indian Rocks Beach, recycling is voluntary, but the City 
encourages everyone to do so. Public Services Director Dean 

Scharmen states, “We are in the process of trying to make 
it easier to recycle by introducing new 65 gallon ‘recycle 
carts on wheels.’ The carts will be available in early 2019 
and will include specific information on proper recycling.” 
Scharmen says that a direct mail program will precede the 
rollout of the new recycle carts. “We are hopeful to make 
this voluntary program as easy as possible so that residents 
will participate and do it correctly,” Scharmen continued. In 
Indian Rocks Beach, recycles are picked up weekly by an 
outside contractor, and the cost for this service is included in 
each residents’ monthly garbage fee. 
In the city of St. Petersburg, recycling contamination is not 
as widespread as it is in other municipalities. Jeff Donnel, 
Special Projects Manager for St. Petersburg, attributes this 
to two things. First, their program was introduced just three 
years ago with a significant amount of education. Secondly, 
St. Petersburg does their own collection rather than hiring a 
third party to do so. Donnel noted that, “If our drivers see a 
lot of contamination in the recyclable materials, they tag the 
bin so that the consumer has an opportunity to remedy the 
problem. Once they do, we have a truck stop back again 
for pickup.” The driver also has the option of requesting that 
an inspector visit with the homeowner to help them better 
understand the recycling process. 
Like others, St. Petersburg continues to focus on education. 
Besides using traditional marketing like direct mail, the 
city also attends many area events to build awareness for 
proper recycling. It is the city’s goal to strive for continuous 
improvement in their recycle program.
It is everyone’s responsibility to recycle. Separate your trash 
from the recyclables and take the time to do it correctly. Be 
more than a trash talker…recycle!
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SALT PUBLIC 
HOUSE FINALLY 
OPEN The long 
awaited opening is 
here. The Bowles 
family - Aidan, 
Sabrina and Sam 
- invite you to visit 
the town’s newest 
restaurant and sports 
bar. And new it is. You 
won’t recognize it—
inside and out. The 
front porch has been 

remodeled with the addition of two roll-up garage doors, 
two large red umbrellas and seating for 36. Inside was 
redesigned, adding 12 LED TVs, two handicap accessible 
bathrooms, and a new look and atmosphere. They have 
inside seating for 55 with phone charging systems on 
the undersides of the bar for your cell phones. “The food 
menu is better than a normal sports bar and all of it is 
made from scratch,” Sabrina. 
Salt Public, a restaurant and sports bar is open for lunch, 
dinner and late night. It is located at 1309 Gulf Blvd, in 
Indian Rocks Beach between Nekton and Pajano’s Pizza.     
THE WINE BREWERY Opening in the new Beach Zone 
Plaza, on Gulf Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach, this wine and 
craft brewery is under construction. It should open in 2019.     
2018 RESTAURANT WEEK WINNERS 
Held September 14-23, 2018, Clearwater Restaurant Week 
offered an incredible array of different cuisines. During the 
ten days, diners voted for their favorites. The winners were:
2018 “Best Overall Dining Experience” 
   Blinkers Beachside Steakhouse &  Lounge
2018 “Best Server”
   Martin Colbert – Rusty’s Bistro/Sheraton Sand Key Resort
2018 “Best Bartender”
   Kristina Miller – Salty’s Island Bar & Grille    
THE GREAT DINE-OUT GIVEAWAY Infinity, the League 
to Aid Abused Children and Adults, has created the new 
charity fund-raiser - “The Great Dine-Out Tampa Bay 
Giveaway”. It is an opportunity for three lucky winners, 
drawn at random, to win a gift certificate package to many 
of Tampa Bay’s best restaurants. 
Prize packages are valued at either $1500, $1000 or $500. 
Tickets, $25 or five for $100 are on sale now. The drawing 
is January 30th. Proceeds benefit CASA, Suncoast Center 
and Brookwood Florida. To purchase tickets (and to see a 
complete list of participants), visit www.InfinityStPete.org or 
call Rebecca Nakiwany at 593-4699.      
TIME TO ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY PIES Pie Factory 
owner Bobbie Barmore wants you to know she has over 30 
types of pies to make your holidays special. All made daily. 
Or they offer a sampler, which is a pie made from slices of 
different types of pies. They are taking holiday orders, so 
call now, 593-1884.
Bella Vino, now in their 13th year, also carries eight 
varieties of Mikes Pies. Call Brian at 727.584.5552 to 
order yours. When you pick it up, don’t forget to check 
out their gourmet meats and partisan cheeses. They make 
great appetizers for that special holdiay dinner and gifts. 
Find them in The Plaza at 100 Indian Rocks Road N.

Bar & Restaurant News
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SANDY’S TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY Christine 
Madelaine bought Sandy’s 
Restaurant in Indian Rocks 
Beach ten years ago, in 
December 2008. She 
recently sold the restaurant 
to her daughter Natasha, 
but since she is family, she 
is still involved. “We have 
made several changes to 

the menu since I purchased the restaurant from my mother,” 
says Natasha. “Come and see.” Sandy’s is at 2300 Gulf Blvd 
next to Café de Paris        
STONE CRAB SEASON AND RED TIDE Red Tide has 
definitely been a factor along the Pinellas Beaches, but how is 
it affecting Stone Crab Season? 
“Only time will tell,” says Tommy Shook, Director of Fishing 
Operations for Frenchy’s Seafood Company. “Red Tide is 
a very geographical phenomenon. It can be here and not 
there,” Shook continues. “I have been doing this for Frenchy 
for dozens of years. I have seen the good and the bad years. 
If the red tide does not creep north of Indian Rocks, then we 
should have a normal year. We dropped traps as far north as 
Pasco County. But other things like Hurricane Michael or cold/
warm waters affect a catch. Right now--I am still optimistic.”
The folks at Crabby Bill’s tell us, “We are preparing as best 
we can for the season just like we do each year. We look for 
bait supply, crabbers’ availability and wholesaler relationships 
to ensure we have all our bases covered. We are dealing with 
Mother Nature and she has no regard for our feelings, so all 
we can do is hope she shows us a little love and good luck. 
Because crab catches have been so poor the last several years, 
prices have been higher than customers would like, but are 
necessary for crabbers to survive. We need to ensure there is 
a supply. If they aren’t available locally, we have a network 
along the coast for fresh crabs. “
The largest claws are mostly in abundance before December 
25th. After that the smaller claws will be the majority of the 
catch. The claw are great to eat, a great natural resource, and 
boost our local economy.”        
CHILI COOK-OFF The 14th Annual Backwater’s Chlli 
Cook-off will be January 27th, the Sunday before Super Bowl, 
beginning at 3pm. Limited to the first 30, it is chance for chili 
amateurs to be judged by skilled judges. If you are not a 
cook—you can come and eat some chili. See their web site for 
more information at www.BackwatersonSandKey.com or call 
517-7383. They are located in the Shoppes of Sand Key.       
STRAWLESS MOVEMENT CONTINUES Belleair Bluffs is 
strawless, so to speak. Every restaurant (except one), café, and 
convenience store in Belleair Bluffs advised this publication 
they will not give a plastic straw to their customers unless it is 
asked for. This includes the Belleair Market, Belleair Coffee 
and Kahwa Coffee. Unfortunately, Panera Bread has informed 
us that they cannot Go Strawless due to corporate policies. 
Please mention this to the manager when you are there.      
KAWHA COFFEE EXPANDS Based in St. Petersburg, Kawha 
Coffee is now inside Tampa’s International Mall. They are 
already in some stores and outlets in other parts of Tampa. 
Their products are also sold at a few Publix Grocery locations, 
but not the ones near Belleair. For now you will have to visit 
their store in the Bonefish Shopping Center to buy their coffee.

Bar & Restaurant News
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THE ORIGINAL CRABBY BILL’S IS 
GETTING GREENER

by Madison Flashenburg
Don’t let the red claws fool 
you, because The Original 
Crabby Bill’s is going 
greener by the day! We’re 
focused on lessening our 
negative impact on the 
environment – from sourcing 
our products sustainably to 
using 100-percent plant-
based compostable and 
biodegradable cups, straws 
and lids at our restaurant. 
We have switched from 
polypropylene to 100% 
renewable resource based 
biodegradable items, which 

are made entirely from plants, not petroleum. They are 
also annually renewable, which means they are made from 
resources that can be replenished naturally within one year. 
We are also focused on sourcing eco-friendly foods, like 
Sixty South Salmon, which meets some of the industry’s 
highest standards for sustainable fishing. Our commitment 
to serve only responsibly sourced food items includes more 
than fish: Rhode Island calamari, Alaskan crab, Florida-
farmed beef even for burgers, and local mullet cut and 
smoked on premises just to name a few. We closely follow 
Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch, which sets 
standards for sustainable aquaculture, and base many of 
our menu choices on their research. 
We also participate in regular beach clean-ups. Partnering 
with organizations like Keep Pinellas Beautiful, Action 2000, 
and the Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association has 
helped us to make a positive impact on our beaches with 
the support of our staff and the community

FIRST NIGHT ST. PETE 2019 
BUTTONS ON SALE

This year’s First Night team has put together an amazing 
program with eight hours of music, interactive exhibits, 
puppetry, aerial arts, fire jugglers, street performers, 
scavenger hunts and a NEW take on this traditional 
community driven arts event with the addition of the 
Interactive Art Park! This year even “Elvis” with Cottondale 
Swamp will be in the building.
Join the celebration in downtown St. Petersburg on 
December 31, 2018 for another art filled New Year’s Eve! 
The ticket for entry into 10 different venues requires the 
purchase of a custom designed First Night St. Pete button. 
During the night of the event, First Night go’ers wear 
their flashing buttons and meander around downtown 
to visit both the indoor and outdoor venues which will be 
showcasing a wide variety of artistic performances. 
Fireworks will fill the night’s sky again at 8pm and midnight 
and are presented by 400 Beach Seafood and Tap House, 
Parkshore Grille and the Annex.
Advance price button purchases can be made by visiting 
FirstNightStPete.com, Adults are $12, Child $5 and under 
5 FREE. December 31, the day of event, prices are Adult 
$15, Child $10, and under 5 FREE.
First Night St. Pete is held from 4pm until midnight and is 
fun for all ages.
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IF YOU WANT TO ADOPT, THERE’S HELP. 
IF NOT, LEND A HAND TO THOSE WHO DO

By Mariela Ollsen, 6th Judicial Circuit Guardian ad Litem 
Director, serving Pasco & Pinellas counties
Given the increased rates of abused and neglected children 
coming into out-of-home care, Americans are rightly 
concerned. It is leading us to learn to be more thoughtful 
and creative in helping vulnerable children find safe, loving, 
permanent families.
It is especially crucial in the 6th Judicial Circuit, which includes 
Pasco and Pinellas counties, where as of Sept. 30, 2,166 
abused and neglected children are in out-of-home care – 
the second-highest of all 20 Florida circuits. Neighboring 
Hillsborough County, which comprises the 13th Judicial 
Circuit, has the most statewide at 2,437.
These numbers make finding good homes for at-risk children 
a challenge here and everywhere. That is part of why we at 
the Guardian ad Litem Program – who advocate in court for 
so many of these children – are so grateful for your support. 
We are seeing a rise in new volunteers, along with moral and 
practical help and we couldn’t do what we do otherwise. Our 
recent Pinellas graduating class had 27 new volunteers. One 
wrote in the review that it was the best decision she ever made. 
Another said she learned in the training that volunteering 
really does make a difference. 
Besides, it is truly in every citizen’s interest to step up. Here’s 
why: There are more than 400,000 American children in 
foster care, 25,000 of them in Florida. Their average length 
of stay is 25.3 months, according to the Ackerman Institute 
for the Family – and they have rates of post traumatic stress 
disorder similar to veterans of war. What is more, children 
who age out of foster care without a family are four times 

likelier to enter the criminal justice system as adults and 17 
times likelier to be homeless at age 21. 
That’s why we support families who want to foster or adopt.  
While not everyone can take in a child, everyone can help 
reduce the number of children without families. 
Mary K. Wimsett, an attorney in northeast Florida who has 
finalized more than 3,000 adoptions says thanks to social 
media, there are now groups all over the state that support 
foster parents – like Gator Strong Families at the University of 
Florida and Foster Florida – posts families’ needs online, from 
car seats to cribs to meals to a night off.
“You can do something as simple as make dinner for a foster 
family,” says Wimsett. “There’s a family that just took placement 
of five siblings, can someone bring them dinner tonight?” 
Wimsett says. “A foster mom recently donated a kidney to 
one of the children in her foster home. The community came 
together and provided their meals for months.” 
Of course, you can also support abused and neglected 
children by volunteering as a Guardian ad Litem. Children 
with an advocate are twice as likely to be adopted as those 
without – and likely to spend less time in foster care.
To support foster and adoptive families, please visit 
fosterflorida.org. To become a Pinellas or Pasco foster family 
visit, eckerd.org/i-would-like-to/foster-a-child/get-started-
first-steps-in-fostering. You can also donate to non-profits that 
support children in foster care with everything from school 
supplies to scholarships.
To learn more about Guardian ad Litem of the 6th Circuit, 
please call (727) 464-6528 in Pinellas or (727) 834-3493 
in Pasco, or visit www.herotoachild.org.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE NEW ST. PETERSBURG PIER?
Construction continues on the new St. Pete Pier™ with all 
the pilings over water in place, and over 70% of the deck 
surface poured. Construction work is underway on the tilted 
lawn, the foundations for the pavilion building, the piles for 
Doc Fords and the Education Center columns and walls.
While piles are being driven and the upland is being graded 
and prepared for additional construction, another project – 
that of tenant selection – has also made significant progress.
All major tenants have been selected, including:
• Tampa Bay Watch – this local non-profit will operate the 
Education Center and will provide Educational programs for 
Tampa Bay area schools, summer camp programming, and 
afternoon and evening programs for families and visitors
• Teak, Inc. – Owned and operated by Chuck Prather, 
owner of The Birchwood on Beach Drive, they will offer three 
concepts at the Pier Head including an upscale restaurant 
(Teak) a rooftop bar (Teaki) and a café (Driftwood Café.)
• Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille - With three locations just 
south of Tampa Bay, Doc Ford’s has already established a 
reputation as a highly successful destination restaurant, with 
a name and Florida theme, based on the novels by New 
York Times best-selling author Randy Wayne White
• United Park Services, Inc. (UPS) for a Counter Order Casual 
Concession at the Pavilion Building and Retail Sundry/Gift 
Shop and Bait Shop at the Pier Head Building.
Additionally, artwork for the Pier has been selected, including:
• Nick Ervinck – Belgium: TBD Pier Head. Fostering a cross-
pollination between the digital and the physical, Nick Ervinck 
explores the boundaries between various media, including 
sculpture, 3D prints installation, architecture and design.

• Nathan Mabry – Los Angeles, CA: a coated steel, origami-
inspired pelican to be installed in the Entry Plaza area. He 
is known for sculptures in bright primary colors that often 
reference modern sculpture of the 20th century as well as 
diverse cultures and birds significant to the local site.
• Xenobia Bailey, New York City: a tile mosaic within the 
Pier District. Bailey translates the vibrant patterns and colors 
derived from her fiber art, into mosaics for public projects.
A signature work of art by world-renowned artist, Janet 
Echelman, will also be located in the Pier District. Supported 
by private donations, this will be a floating sculpture within 
the Family Park area on the Pier Approach.
Soon, the Pier deck will be completed, as will the Pier Head 
building. Pier Approach construction will continue, with the 
addition of the Kids Play Area, Splash Pad and other exciting 
elements. By late 2019, residents and visitors alike will be 
able to enjoy the new St. Pete Pier. To learn more sign up for 
occasional Pier updates, please visit www.newstpetepier.com
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THE BEACH ART CENTER 
So Much Going On!

The Beach Art Center is adding the COLOR to Florida’s fall as we 
rev up for an action packed season. The schedule of classes and 
workshops grows weekly as our seasonal instructors return.
Mary Spires has returned from Europe ready to share her 
knowledge in beginning watercolor and beginning oil classes 
for new students eager to explore their creative interest and for 
seasoned students wanting a refresher on color theory. Charlotte 
DiGennaro will be starting her “loosegoosey - out of the box” 
water mixed media sessions for those who like to color outside 
the lines and Doug Land will share his extensive knowledge in 
drawing and sketching for new and seasoned students wanting 
to improve their overall artistic skills.
We have classes for beginner artists or those wishing to 
experiment in a new medium. We also offer special workshops 
to expand the skills and creativity of even the most accomplished 
artists. You can also come here to just have fun with friends! 
We are very proud of our selection of existing pottery, watercolor, 
intermediate oil painting and acrylic classes.  
CLASSES
• Jewelry Making • Beginners Pottery
• Beach Sign Making • Still Life Studio
• Drawing  • Beginner Oil Painting
• Wine Glass Painting 
WORKSHOPS FOR DECEMBER 
• Dec 6. Paint your own “Beach Wine Glasses”
• Dec 13. Make a “Creative resin Suncatchers or Coasters”
HOLIDAY SHOW - Through out December, this is a great 
chance to do some holiday shopping for that someone special! 
GIFT SHOP- This is the place to find that unique gift created 
by local artists. Our gift shop volunteers and the artists that sell 
their creations here are AMAZING! We have new items all the 
time, from jewelry, paintings, prints & pottery to cards and shell 
art, so please stop by. We also have creative, one of a kind gift 
bags. Open 9am – 4pm Monday – Friday and during events.
HOME TOUR- We are very proud to once again be the host 
location for the Home Tour, Saturday, Dec 8. 
Check out all of our events, classes, workshops and get 
registration information at www.beachartcenter.org. The Beach 
Community continues to support us by attending our events 
and classes, purchasing memberships and making donations 
of their time and treasure. We are so very grateful!
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd in Indian Rocks 
Beach. We are a 501c3 not for profit organization. Our mission is 
to inspire lifelong learning, empower the individual and engage the 
community in the creative arts.

CLOTHES TO KIDS NEEDS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLOTHING

Clothes To Kids needs school clothes and shoes! Clothes To 
Kids has a shortage of elementary school boys and girls shorts 
and pants in sizes 6 to 16 and shirts in sizes M, L, XL. Many 
children in our community do not have clothing that fits them 
and are embarrassed to go to school. 
Please help us clothe the kids in our community by donating 
gently used or new clothing to Clothes To Kids. New or gently 
used pants, shorts, shirts and shoes can be dropped off between 
9 am and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday at Clothes To Kids’ three 
convenient store locations. In Clearwater at 1059 N. Hercules 
Ave., St. Pete at 2168 34th Street South and our new store in 
Tampa at 5011-H West Hillsborough Avenue. For information 
or an appointment to shop, please call in 727-441-5050. 
Please visit ClothesToKids.org
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ANNOUNCING…. GHD COASTAL HOMES! 
By Tom Smith 
Owner of GHD Construction Services
The 2019 tourist season is upon us, and 
GHD Construction Services is ready for 
another exciting year of constructing new 
homes along the Pinellas beaches. 
Along with a new season, is a new look for 
GHD. We are thrilled to announce GHD 
Coastal Homes. 
We continue to offer the same unsurpassed 
quality from the well-established 

construction corporation, GHD Construction Services, Inc., that 
has built over 6,500 homes since 1971. For 2019, we wanted 
to design a new look that better fits the home designs we are 
offering today, and perfectly in-keeping with waterfront living. 
“GHD Coastal Homes” is the subsidiary that will now specialize 
in providing the best designs and home construction here in 
Pinellas. GHD has won the award as “Builder of the Year” in 
both Pinellas and Pasco Counties over the years, and now we 
want to expand our horizons even further for our customers.
Our furnished “Key West” home in Madeira Beach has received 
rave reviews since opening. The beautiful open water view 
and coastal furnishings have been well accepted by the many 
customers that come by weekly. Now we are expanding even 
further by preparing a new townhouse product, “Madeira Beach 
Walk”, just one short block from the beach, and offered in the 
high $400s, lot and townhome! We hope to have these officially 
announced by December, so feel free to come by our model 
to discuss owning a new reasonably priced, quality townhome, 
with all the bells & whistles, including FEMA approved elevation, 

hurricane windows and doors, and greatly energy efficient. 
GHD Coastal prides itself in ensuring every home is constructed 
to the highest standards. With that comes building to meet (or 
exceed) new Florida Building Codes; and in order to fully comply 
with all federal, state and local codes, we anticipate about a 
year to construct new homes.  Planning on retiring soon or 
having a beautiful second home just a very short walk to the 
beach?  Then now is the time to start so that you are ready 
for 2019. In addition to our custom single-family homes, our 
design and construction team is working diligently on finalizing 
the townhouse layouts and designs. We are scheduled to 
have finished plans ready to show in a few weeks. Then, the 
excitement of the actual construction begins for “Madeira Beach 
Walk” townhomes. Originally it will only be 4 townhome units, 
so if you have a true interest in a newly built townhome near the 
beach at this very low price point, come by and see us. With the 
volume of prospective home-buyers we see in our model, we 
don’t anticipate these townhomes lasting very long. 
GHD Coastal Homes specialize in building custom luxury homes 
along the coastal beach towns of Pinellas County and throughout 
the Tampa-Bay area. New custom homes from $300,000s to over 
$2 million (excluding lot). To learn more: call 727-954-8345, 
visit our Showcase Home located at 239 144th Avenue, Madeira 
Beach, FL 33708 or on line at GHDCoastalHomes.com
GHD Coastal Homes is a division of GHD Construction Services, 
Inc. a Tampa-bay family-owned company, GHD has been 
building new homes and developing neighborhoods since 
1971. Since that time, we delivered 6,500 homes and counting 
to homeowners throughout Pasco, Hillsborough and Pinellas 
counties.
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HERE’S TO THE HOLIDAYS AND A GREAT PAST YEAR
By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
The holiday season is upon us again, with all its hustle and 
bustle. In the midst of shopping, decorating and cooking, I 
hope you take time to slow down and really enjoy the season 
with your family and friends.
The season also marks the end of another year and I hope it’s 
been a good one for you and your family. I know, as a county 
commissioner, I can say that it’s been a good one for Pinellas 
County. We’ve gotten a lot done in 2018.
We, again, adopted a balanced budget, with no increase in 
the General Fund and Emergency Medical Services countywide 
millage rates. In addition to normal government services, the 
budget also supports community needs, such as expansion of 
the Meals on Wheels service for an additional 170 seniors, 
reclaimed water system studies to address service gaps and 
enhanced 911 call center staffing for increased call volume.
Pinellas County continues to maintain the lowest per capita 
debt among Florida counties. This is the result of a strong 
focus on maximizing tax dollars and using a pay-as-you-go 
approach to fund capital projects.
We achieved a new record for total employment in Pinellas 
County. Pinellas has 485,188 employed residents (July 2018), 
with 92,049 more people with jobs than at the trough of the 
Great Recession in 2009.
Progress is underway on the 118th Avenue North Gateway 
Expressway project. The new elevated roadway, expected to be 
complete in 2021, will speed the commute from I-275 to U.S. 
19 and the Bayside Bridge.
Pinellas County once again is leading the state in recycling 
efforts with an 82 percent recycling rate. For the last three 
years, Pinellas County has led the state of Florida in recycling.

Several major beach nourishment and stabilization projects are 
either underway or forthcoming for segments of our coastline, 
protecting our shores against erosion.
The St. Pete/Clearwater area continues to be the number one 
tourism destination on the Gulf of Mexico for leisure, meetings, 
film production and sports tourism.
Tourism remains the largest employer in Pinellas County today, 
supporting an estimated 102,500 jobs that are directly and 
indirectly related to tourism.
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport saw a 14 
percent increase in passengers this past July compared with the 
previous year, the second biggest month in its history. So far this 
year, the airport has served more than 1.4 million passengers.
More affordable housing options are also on the way. 
The County partnered with the Housing Finance Authority 
and Pinellas Affordable Living, Inc. to assemble land for 
development of housing that’s affordable and accessible. 
Pinellas County Public Works department earned the prestigious 
American Public Works Association (APWA) accreditation 
designation. APWA accreditation formally recognizes that a 
public works department complies with national standards of 
excellence. Pinellas County is only the 12th agency in Florida 
and 140th in North America to achieve the status.
All of these accomplishments are a testament to our dedicated 
employees and the strong foundation of our strategic plan. I 
encourage you to read the other achievements of the past year 
in our 2018 accomplishments report, which will be available in 
late January in print and online at pinellascounty.org. 
Here’s to another great year in Pinellas County. May you have 
a happy and healthy holiday season.
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GET IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT WITH 
LARGO RECREATION

 The City of Largo is your one stop shop for holiday fun! Stroll 
through two million LED lights in Largo Central Park with your 
loved ones, enjoy breakfast and crafts with Santa, or be an 
elf for a day making a gift or two. No matter how you like to 
celebrate the holidays, make the most out of the season with 
this lineup of events that are sure to be picture perfect:
• Holiday Lights in the Park 
Nov 22-Jan 1, 6-11pm, All Ages, Largo Central Park 
featuring Ferris wheel and carousel rides
• Holiday Stroll
Dec 1 & 15, 6:30-9pm, All Ages, Largo Central Park
• Very Merry Christmas Party
Dec 4, 5-8:30pm, Ages: Active Adults, Largo Community 
Center
• North Pole Express
Dec 7, 8 & 9, 5:30-10pm, All Ages, Largo Central Park, Very 
Limited Seating, call 587-6720 to reserve tickets.
• Dunk the Halls Basketball Tournament
Dec 8, 10am, Ages: Adults, Highland Recreation Center
• Breakfast with Santa
Dec 8, 9:30am, Southwest Recreation Center, December 15, 
10am, Highland Recreation Center, Ages 6 & Under
• Santa’s Calling
Dec 10 & 11, 6-8pm, Community Center
• Sensitive Santa
Dec 15, 1-2:30pm, Ages: Adaptive Youth, Community Center
• Elves Workshop
Dec 22, 2-3:30pm, Ages: Youth, Highland Recreation Center
• Happy Noon Year’s Eve
Dec 31, 11am-1pm, Ages: Adults, Largo Community Center
For more information or to learn how to sign up for these great 
holiday events, visit PlayLargo.com or call (727)587-6740. 

SEABIRDS NEED HELP, TOO 
The Seaside Seabird Sanctuary had a busy summer, taking care 
of our native land and seabirds along the Gulf of Mexico. Then 
it got worse, much worse with the Red Tide that effects birds, too. 
“Here at the SSS, we are seeing an increase in birds suffering 
from Red Tide exposure,” says a representative of the Seaside 
Sanctuary. The effects of Red Tide on seabirds differ between 
the different species. They show symptoms include neurological 
conditions resulting in their inability to ambulate or hunt 
normally. They also have gastrointestinal symptoms, such as 
internal bleeding.”
Ride Tide has cause a double problem for the Sanctuary. While 
the Fall is always a slow time for tourist who tour the facility and 
leave donations, the Red Tide has chased away the few who 
normally visit this time of year, causing donations to be way 
down. Presently, they are operating at a deficit each month.
The Seaside Seabird Sanctuary regrouped in 2016, changed 
its name and its management team. It is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and release 
of sick/injured and orphaned wild birds. On average, 3,000 
sick and injured birds our admitted to their hospital every year. 
They could use your help with a donation. Donate online at 
SeabirdSanctuary.com/Donate. You can also write a check or 
donate supplies off of Seaside’s Amazon Wishlist. Call 
391-6211 for more information. 
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Winter holidays are a time for families and 
friends to get together. But that also means a 
greater risk for fire. 

Remember: More than a third of home decoration fires 
are started by candles. Forty-two percent of decoration 
fires happen because decorations are placed too close to 
a heat source.

Following are a few simple tips that will ensure a happy 
and fire-safe holiday season

Holiday decorating 
• WATER LIVE CHRISTMAS TREES daily to avoid drying out 
• Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose    
   decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant. 
• Keep lit candles away from decorations and other     
   things that can burn. 
• Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not    
   both. Use them as instructed.
• Replace any string of lights with worn or broken  
   cords or loose bulb connections. Read manufacturer’s     
   instructions for number of light strands to connect. 
• Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not  
   get damaged. 
• Keep decorations away from windows and doors. 

Holiday Entertaining 
• Never leave holiday cooking unattended 
• Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your  
   home fire escape plan. 
• Keep children and pets away from lit candles. 
• Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet. 
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop. 
• Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to keep
   their smoking materials with them so young children do
   not touch them. 
• Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet cigarette
   butts with water before discarding.

Before Heading out or to Bed
• Blow out lit candles when you leave the room or go to
   bed. 
• Turn off all light strings and decorations.

New Year’s Resolution
Check your smoke alarm batteries. Better yet, invest in a 
10 year battery powered smoke alarm, so you never have 
to change the batteries. They make great Christmas gifts 
for your all your loved ones. 
To find out more about Largo Fire Rescue’s Smoke Alarm 
Program, contact Summer Mahr, Public Educator, at 
smahr@gmail.com.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATIONThe leading information and 
knowledge resource on fire, electrical and related hazards
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PROTECTING YOUR LANDSCAPE FROM A FREEZE
By Randy Lee
We are lucky that we live in a beautiful part 
of Florida where mild temperatures are the 
norm. Every few years, however, we get 
freezing temperatures that can damage 
our landscapes. About every ten years 
we get a freeze that damages all tropical 
plants. Temperatures below forty degrees 
can cause damage. Pinellas County can 
have a temperature variation from ten to 

fifteen degrees (north county vs. south county beaches), which 
affects the landscape. Several factors affect freeze damage: 
the duration or how long the temperature is below thirty-
two degrees- the longer the temperature is below freezing, 
the more damage. The exposure of your landscape is also 
critical- north and west exposures sustain more damage and 
the chance for damaging winds is greater. It is important 
to protect tropical trees, palms, plants, flowers during these 
cold spells. We will discuss what to do before a freeze, 
methods for protecting plants and what to do after a freeze.
Keep updated on the weather if a freeze is predicted- all 
tropical plants and trees could be affected. Every yard has 
microclimates where temperatures are cooler or winds are 
stronger- keep these in mind when temperatures drop and 
when designing your landscape. Windbreaks are structures 
that lessen wind damage. They can be permanent structures 
that brace the wind or they can be made for winter use as 
panels or an extension of a building. Frost blankets are 
another trend we see used more commercially but can be 
used for residential landscapes. They must stay anchored 
to the ground and not get blown around. A fresh layer of 
mulch can help plants and their root systems stay warmer- 

one to three inches is ideal. Also, a well watered lawn and 
landscape fair much better than a dry one- just be sure to 
water before temperatures get below forty degrees. Small 
trees and shrubs can be wrapped with towels or blankets 
and tied off at the base- never use plastic since it will burn 
foliage. Potted plants can be brought indoors or into the 
garage where temperatures are warmer. A tricky point with 
cold temperatures is when to use the irrigation system and 
when not to. The system should be turned off if we are in 
the mid-thirties for a few hours- this will burn plant material. 
If, however, we are going to be below freezing for several 
hours, turn the system on and hope for the best! The water 
will ice over and act as a layer of heat.
After the freeze follow these suggestions: Irrigate lawns and 
shrubs once temperatures climb above forty-five degrees. 
Make sure you do not keep plants and trees covered for too 
long- let them breath when the weather warms and cover 
them later if necessary. Prune cold damaged plants lightly 
after four weeks and reserve major pruning until spring. 
Luckily, freezes do not happen often but be alert to the 
weather and what to do when they occur. Protect your plants 
accordingly so there is less to due when spring rolls around.
December/January Checklist:
• Watch for freezing temperatures
• Ideal time to plant flowers and vegetables
• Great time to plant cold tolerant trees
• Perfect time to install a new lawn
• Trimming, mowing and fertilizing are at a minimum now
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design 
company here to help you with all of your needs. Call us direct at 
727-421-2715 or visit us online at www.landscapesbyrl.com 
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ADD MEMORY CAFES TO YOUR 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Dementia Myth Busters Cate McCarty, PhD. of Dr. Cate 
Dementia Coach and Jane Ogilvie of Senior Solutions of 
Pinellas County offers free-to-attend, community events 
in November. If dementia has taken up residency in your 
home, we’ve got you covered all year round and through the 
upcoming holiday season. 
These events offer family, friends, and neighbors with memory 
loss challenges in their homes, an uplifting place to go to 
reduce social isolation. Caregivers and care-receivers are 
welcomed by others, increase their understanding of dementia, 
and build support networks. The lively, mind-engaging activity 
and conversation in a no-pressure environment, is key to their 
popularity and success. 
In December, join the group at one or both of the following:
• Memory Café-Mondays, December 10 11:15am at 
Carrabba’s 1951 4th St. N. St. Pete. Food & beverages 
available for purchase. *We just celebrated our 1 yr. 
anniversary here! Many thanks Jason and staff.
• Memory Café- Mondays, December 17, 12:15pm, at 
Neptune Grill Restaurant- 5501 Shore Blvd. S. Gulfport. Food 
& beverages available for purchase. *Working towards our 
3rd anniversary here! Thank you Dia and Evelyn! Limited 
Seating. Please RSVP! 
RSVP & further information contact: Jane, 727-327-0167 
or senol@seniorsmile.com or Cate, 813-384-7571 or 
catemccarty@gmail.com.

SUNKEN GARDENS 
3rd Annual Jingle Mingle

December 6th, from 6 to 8:30 pm, the Sunken Gardens 
Forever Foundation will host its 3rd Annual “Jingle Mingle”, at 
Sunken Gardens, 1825 4th Street N., St. Petersburg. Twinkle 
lights, holiday music by the St. Pete High Pitchforks and soft 
jazz renditions of holiday favorites by Henry Ashwood promise 
a lovely beginning to the Season. Complimentary wine, beer, 
and hors d’oeuvres will be served in the festively decorated 
Oak Pavilion. Tickets, $50 each, are available on our Facebook 
page: Sunken Gardens Forever, or at Sunken Gardens.
“Jingle Mingle” revenue will help fund the new Children’s 
Educational Garden, teaching children about sources of the 
food they eat, amid an array of interactive activities.

BELLEAIR’S STRATEGIC PLANNING
In October, the Town of Belleair kicked off work to complete 
its first-ever strategic plan. This is a six-month process to work 
with residents to develop a vision for the future of Belleair - 
and a plan to make that vision a reality. To accomplish this, 
the Town has hired the John Scott Dailey Florida Institutes of 
Government at USF and UCF to plan, facilitate, and ultimately 
assemble this joint-effort plan.
In November, the Town hosted its first Community Forum for the 
process where participants discussed things about Belleair that 
they treasure and want to preserve, as well as hopes for the future.
There will be a second (and final) Community Forum on 
Wednesday, January 9 from 6 - 8:30 pm at the Dimmitt 
Community Center. All residents are welcome to this free event.
Can’t make the forum? Don’t worry - there will be an 
anonymous resident survey available in the coming weeks 
where residents can provide their feedback and input.
For questions about the strategic planning process in general, 
feel free to call Belleair Town Hall at (727) 588-3769 or visit 
www.townofbelleair.com/stratplan
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CLEARWATER’S HISTORY COMES TO LIFE IN JIM MORRISON BOOK
By Bird Stevens
Jim Morrison’s Clearwater Then and Now… is a project that has taken me nearly 10 
years to write. I was first introduced to the seductive poetry of Jim Morrison when I 
was 12 years old, listening intently in my bedroom to the hypnotic words of his “An 
American Prayer” album coming from my cassette player. Then I began a journey 
to learn everything I could about The Doors and the mysterious person behind the 
words I was listening to. 
I began reading everything I could find and learned that Jim Morrison, the Lizard 
King, and the leader of The Doors, lived right here in Clearwater. He also attended 
the same college that I did. I started to wonder what life was like in Clearwater when 
he was here. What kind of things did he do for fun? How much has it changed? Thus, 
became the premise for my book. I contacted everyone that I could find that might 
have been around when Jim Morrison was here, and I found so many wonderful 
people that wanted to share their stories. As I started to delve into those stories, I 
began to realize that there is such a rich history here and that the city has changed 
tremendously since Jim lived here in the early 1960s. I decided that it would be 
important to include the history of this little town in my book, along with the stories 
of Jim Morrison’s life here. 
Yes, the book is about Jim Morrison living in Clearwater, FL. But it is also a trip down 
memory lane for the people that grew up here, remembering how things were in “the 
good ole days.” Remnants of some of these 1960s hotspots can still be seen, while 
others have given way to the ever-changing city around us.
If you are a Doors fan, this book gives an excellent insight into the life of a young rock 
star that just so happened to have spent his formative years in the little town of Clearwater, FL. 
As Bryan Gates, college roommate and friend of Jim Morrison said, “Writer and researcher, Bird Stevens, has located 
the places that probably always remained in Jim Morrison’s heart. From conversations with Jim’s early acquaintances, 
Stevens identified and visited many, and has written in detail about the places that Jim enjoyed and the places where Jim 
experienced his early losses and disappointments.”  
So journey with me from Jim’s banishment from his parent’s house in Virginia to a little frame house on the bank of 
Clearwater Harbor, through his peccadillo adventures in and around Clearwater, and off to Tallahassee.

So Who Was Jim Morrison?
James Douglas Morrison was born in Melbourne, FL on December 8, 1943. 
The son of a Naval Officer, Jim and his family moved around a lot. By 
the time he reached high school, Jim had attended school in more than 7 
different states. Before graduating from George Washington High School in 
Alexandria, Virginia, Jim had grown tired of the military lifestyle and chafed at 
it, and his father often. After the school year was over, Naval officer Stephen 
Morrison had enough, and shipped Jim south to Clearwater to live with his 
paternal grandparents while he attended Saint Petersburg Junior College.
By an early age, Jim had not only read, but understood such writers as Blake, 
Baudelaire, Rimbaud, Nietzsche, Huxley, Sartre and others. He had also 
begun to perfect his own craft of writing. Friends throughout his childhood 
and early adulthood all remembered that he would carry around a notebook 
with him, writing down everything he was seeing and experiencing. The pages 
within these notebooks would later turn into poetry and songs for The Doors, 
the California rock band in which he fronted.
While in Clearwater, Jim lived just blocks away from the Francis Wilson 
Playhouse in downtown Clearwater. He was known to sit in the back of the 
theatre and watch the actors on stage during practice, and listen to the poetry 

readings they hosted. He also discovered the Beaux Arts Coffee House in Pinellas Park and frequented the establishment. 
It is known that Jim would come, ukulele in tote, and recite his poetry at the open mics, while strumming randomly on the 
ukulele.
After two semesters at Saint Petersburg Junior College, Jim transferred to Florida State University in Tallahassee. While at 
FSU, Jim became interested in the film department. He took some art classes and participated in the school’s small film 
department where he participated in a student film for the school. He also acted in the school’s play of The Dumb Waiter. 
Jim’s interest in film and theatre grew, and he decided to transfer to UCLA. It was while he was attending UCLA that he met 
Ray Manzarek and The Doors were formed in 1965. Their debut album, The Doors, was release in 1967 and their most 
successful single, “Light My Fire” spent 3 weeks at number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.
Jim Morrison died at age 27 in Paris. No autopsy was performed, and the cause of his death is unknown.
Jim Morrison’s Clearwater Then and Now… is available on Amazon.com or can be bought locally by contacting the author 
at: jimmorrisonsclearwater@outlook.com. 
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BEACH ART CENTER
They are very excited and grateful for a recent donation from 
the City of Indian Rocks Beach, a portion of which will become 
the cornerstone of their fundraising campaign to raise money 
for building repairs to the Beach Art Center over the coming 
years. These improvements will help insure that the Beach Art 
Center will continue to serve the community for many years – 
regardless of the weather! More information will be coming 
regarding this campaign. In the meantime, you need to know 
that they are doing well and are OPEN FOR BUSINESS.
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd, in 
Indian Rocks Beach, next to City Hall. Call them at 596-4331 or 
visit their web site at www.BeachArtCenter.org for information, 
to join their mailing list, or to sign up for a class.
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB             
They are wrapping up another fun year and looking forward 
to 2019. Past Commodore Collin Heimensen led the Club for 
the past year and Phil Beauchamp was inducted as the new 
Commodore at the Change of Watch December 1. 

Here are just a few things they have coming up at the CYC:
December 8: Island Estates Holiday Lighted Boat Parade
December 15: Breakfast with Santa
December 15: Holiday Party
December 22: Holiday Social
December 31: New Years Eve Party

Chartered in 1911, Clearwater Yacht Club is one of the oldest 
Yacht Clubs in the country, continuing the long-standing 
tradition of yachtsmen the world over. You don’t need a boat, 
to join in the fun at Clearwater Yacht Club in Clearwater Beach. 
Half of their members don’t have a boat. Their social activities 
center around regular parties in  their restaurant or at their 
Tiki-Bar out back. 

Learn more at www.ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, e-mail Office@
ClearwaterYachtClub.org or call 447-6000.

BEACH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY (BCFP)
BCFP GETS IT’S VAN! The Beach Community Food Pantry is 
proud to announce that the extended initiative to raise funds 
for the purchase of a van has been very successful! Through 
the generous donations from friends and supporters, as well 
as the members of the extended community, they were able to 
purchase a 2017 Nissan NV200 with only 2800 miles. 
They realized immediate benefits from the new van as they 
have been able to transport a larger quantity of food, as well 
as eliminate the need for their drivers to use their own vehicles. 
They are in the process of branding the vehicle with a recognizable 
BCFP logo. Please keep a lookout for it in the community, as they 
go about serving their 900 family members every month.
CARE TO JOIN US? The BCFP Management Team is looking 
for talented individuals who would like to use their skills to help 
them continue their good works. They encourage anyone with 
the following skills to donating your time and talent to improving 
the lives of the less fortunate:
 • Public Relations • Communication • Sales
 • Event Planning  • Customer Service
If you would like to experience the satisfaction of using your skills 
to benefit those in need they would welcome your joining their 
team. Please contact Director David Kline (727-418-1673) for 
more details on the opportunities available. 

Organizational News...



BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER Page 37

BELLEAIR ROTARY                           
At their October meeting at the Belleair Country Club they held 
an Appreciation Lunch for Bill Sohl with over 50 attendees. All 
of those in the Belleair Rotary Club wish Chief Sohl and his 
wife Kim a great retirement.
They meet every Thursday at 12:15pm at the Belleair Country 
Club. The third Thursday of every month is the general 
assembly and Board meeting. They have events throughout 
the year and proceeds benefit many local charities including 
Belleair Elementary, Upper Pinellas UPARC, the Salvation 
Army, Polio Eradication, the Rotary Foundation and many 
other local causes. 
Contact President Marc Walker at 204-8483 or email 
him at BelleairRotary2017@Gmail.com. Their web site is 
BelleairRotary.org
MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS        
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World 
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am 
followed by lunch and a program. Members are retired 
active duty Military Officers and their spouses or widows. 
They welcome new members. To RSVP for lunch or to join, 
call LTC. George Smith at 786-5578. 
NEWCOMER CLUB     
You do not have to be new to the area to join this club. But 
if you are—this club is for you. This is a social club to help 
relocated residents, and others in the area, develop new 
friends. The ladies meet monthly at different locations for 
lunch with guest speakers. Leisure activities vary from card 
games to field trips and theater shows. 
Mary Petrovich is the current President. Please RSVP with 
Ginny by calling 365-3493 or Mary Jane at 352-263-5518. 
Visit WelcomeNewComerClub.com.
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB             
The Clearwater Garden Club meets twice a month in 
Clearwater at 405 Seminole Street. Meetings cost $5 for 
members,  $8 non-members. They also holds demonstrations 
on the third Saturday of the month. For more information, 
call 316-5504 email ClearwaterGardenClub@Gmail.
com or visit ClearwaterGardenClub.org 
BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB             
They meet at 9am every Tuesday in the back of Panera Bread 
for coffee and socializing. They also meet for dinner at different 
restaurants on the first and third Sundays, and for lunch on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays each month. 
This organization is open to all seniors, living in the greater 
Belleair area. There are no dues and couples are encouraged 
to join the fun. Call Marilyn Daminato,585-9633. 
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB                    
They meet at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de 
Leon Blvd in the Town of Belleair on the first and second 
Wednesdays of each month. The first Wednesday meetings 
are a tea and general meeting. There will also be field trips 
planned throughout the year. 
Annual membership is $50 per year per person. Couples pay 
$75. Seasonal members $30. Guests are welcome. Email 
Kathleen_Hardwick@MSN.com or visit BelleairGardenClub.com.
DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR) 
They meet monthly at 11:30am on the third Friday, at 
Belleair Country Club for lunch. Call Linda Mintz 488-1068. 

Organizational News...
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BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB                  
They will hold their annual Holiday Luncheon at the Belleair 
Country Club on December 11th. Social hour begins at 11:30, 
with lunch at noon, followed by a Fashion Show by Patchingtons. 
This season they selected the Southeastern Guide Dogs as the 
Club Project and donations will be encouraged for the benefit 
of their training programs. 
The first luncheon of the new year will be held on Tuesday, 
January 8th at Bon Appetite Restaurant in Dunedin, followed 
by a program on The Beach Art Center. Guests are always 
welcome and for reservations and information about the Club 
please call Sue Edmunds, Treasurer at 727-596-5710 or Lois 
O’Donnell at 727-595-1349. 
They meet on the second Tuesday of the month, October to May, 
at area restaurants. You do not have to live in Belleair Beach to 
join. Membership is open to area residents at $15 a year. RSVP 
for lunch with Sue Edmunds at 596-5710.

BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB 
Friday, December 7th is their Holiday Party festivities featuring 
Victoria Garcia, Harpist for the Tampa bay Symphony with  
beautiful tones are skillfully played on her Concert Harp.    
Registration and social hour are at 11:30 am, with lunch being 
served at noon. Reservations are necessary and need to be 
made by 5pm Monday, December 3rd by emailing Claudia 
Thomas at claudiathomas@tampabay.rr.com or calling her at 
727-470-9849.  Pre-payment of $24 is appreciated. Please 
send your check payable to BWRC to Claudia Thomas, 5512 
Salem Square Drive N., Palm Harbor, 34685.  Credit cards are 
not accepted at the door, however, your check is. 
They meet monthly at the Belleair Country Club, 1 Country Club 
Lane, Belleair.  Get more information at 
www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com. The club welcomes 
Republicans from all surrounding communities

BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Their December meeting will be held Wednesday, December 
12th at Café Largo at 12551 Indian Rocks Road. They are 
planning a program focused on Holiday Wreath making 
presented by Carlson Wildwood Florist. The meeting will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. with a Holiday Luncheon to follow. Cost of the 
luncheon is $25.
The first meeting of the New Year will be on Wednesday, January 
16th at 10:30am at Belleair Beach Community Center at 444 
Causeway Blvd. The program will focus on Rock Painting. It is 
their annual “Share A Dish” Luncheon.
Membership in the BBIGC is $20 per year and guests are 
welcome. For further information contact Marjorie Rose at 
rosemarjorie38@yahoo.com.
FRIENDSHIP FORCE FLORIDA SUNCOAST 
Friendship Force Florida Suncoast is a local chapter of Friendship 
Force International (FFI), a non-profit organization based in 60 
countries worldwide. FFI focuses on promoting cultural understanding 
and brings diverse people together via home-hosting. 
Anyone interested in being part of a one-of-a-kind home-stay 
experience that is not available to regular tourists is invited to the FF 
FL Suncoast monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month, 
2:30PM at St. Petersburg College: 2465 Drew Street, Clearwater. 
More information on the club’s international journeys and programs 
are on the club’s website www.ff-fs.org or contact with Christine 
(Chris) Michalek, president at cmichalek@gmail.com.

Organizational News...
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
It’s that time of year. The Indian Rocks Beach Rotary Club 
is hosting their “Big Game” Raffle drawing party to be held 
at Slyce Pizza, December 9th at 5:30 PM. Join them for 
awesome drink and food specials. 
GRAND PRIZE  2 Tickets to the championship football 
game played in Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz Stadium, with                                  
four nights lodging and  $1000 - Cash!
2nd Prize $1000 - Cash
3rd Prize $500 - Cash
4th Prize $300 - Cash
5th Prize $200 - Cash
You need NOT be present to win. All proceeds go to local 
and international projects supported by Indian Rocks Rotary 
Foundation. Raffle tickets may be obtained for a donation of 
$5 each or 5 chances for $20. Please contact David Kline for 
tickets at 727-418-1673 or www.irbrc.com.
Once again, they participated in the 2018 Thanksgiving 
Holiday Meals for needy families. The program is a 
project of the Beach Community Food Pantry, The Rotary 
Club of Indian Rocks Beach, Pinellas County Sheriff Office 
Community Policing Officers, and Pinellas Suncoast Fire and 
Rescue and Publix on Indian Rocks Road.
Get more info about them at www.IRBRC.com.
GREENTOWN KIDS
GreenTown Kids kicked off the new season by planting a 
Fall crop in their Earthboxes in the Indian Rocks Community 
Garden. The greenies planted miniature pumpkins, sugar 
peas, sunflowers, and sweet peppers. Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful gave the kids a fun hands-on presentation about 
picking up trash in our environment and recycling. 
GTK, along with Keep Pinellas Beautiful, hosted an October 
International Coastal Cleanup event, where members and 
community friends picked up trash along the beach. 
They hosted a city Recycling informational meeting in 
November for residents interested in learning about the 
current state and the future of our area recycling programs. 
A presentation and question and answer session was held 
by Jan Tracy of Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste. 
They appreciate the amazing support they are receiving 
from the community. The group now has over 80 members 
and continues to grow as they continue their educational 
and environmental efforts for our kids and community! 
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY WOMAN’S CLUB
For more than 40 years, they have been awarding grants to 
local charities at their Annual Spring Daisy Grants Fashion 
Show. Local charities may receive up to $2,000 each. 
To receive a grant, the Charity must be a local Pinellas 
County non-profit organization and funds must be ear-
marked for a specific use. The application is available at 
GFWCClearwaterCommunityWomansClub.org, and must 
be postmarked by January 7th.
Women in Belleair are welcome to join the group that is 
part of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. It is 
a volunteer service club established more than 40 years 
ago. General Meetings are held the third Tuesdays of each 
month, at 11am, at the Clearwater Downtown Library. 
Get more information at www.ClearwaterCWC.org or 
contact Martha Hickey at 813-765-6219. 

Organizational News...
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