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Meet The Candidates
The Indian Rocks Beach is holding a 
Municipal General Election on Tuesday, 
March 12th. See who is running 

- page 16

some people called Ed Wright a real 
estate developer, but he preferred the 
term “speculator.”  A frugal bachelor, 

he parlayed hundreds of abandoned parcels 
of land all over Florida, by purchasing land 
when other speculators were ignoring it.
During the 1950s and ‘60s, Wright owned 
almost all of Sand Key. While he officially 
lived in St. Petersburg, Wright had a beach 
house on Sand Key where he frequently 
stayed to escape his work and to relax. 

.                            Continued on page 6

Jim Morrison 
He live page 38

Or Current Resident

ED WRIGHT ONCE OWNED SAND KEY

This month is Tampa’s 
Gasparilla Invasion

Who was Jose Gaspar and why is there 
a whole season named for him?

 - page 22

Too much recycling is being 
discarded as contaminated

Plastic grocery bags, Styrofoam and 
food waste are the three biggest 
culprits.                                       - page 26

 “Save Our Cottages: Artists 
with a Cause” debuts

600 people turned out to be the first to 
see the documentary filmed in Indian
Rocks                   - page19

Sand Key 
1969
The year 
Wright died.

More than 2100 area 
children are in Foster Care

Learn how you can help           - page 9
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CITY NUMBERS
 CITY HALL 595-2517
 Mon - Fri, 7:30am to 4pm
1507 Bay Palm Blvd 
 www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com 

CITY MANAGER Gregg Mims 595-2517
MAYOR - Cookie Kennedy  
COMMISSIONERS — 
Ed Hoofnagle Vice Mayor 
Phil Wrobel• Phil Hanna • Nick Palomba 
Building Dept: Dan Weigner    517-0404
Planning & Zoning:                  517-0404
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
 Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
Solid Waste/Trash Pickup   595-6889
ELECTRICITY    443-2641
PHONE (RESIDENTIAL) 800-483-4000
PHONE (BUSINESS) 800-483-5000
WATER      464-4000
CABLE (SPECTRUM)  329-5020
--------------------------------------------
IRB LIBRARY                          596-1822
 Mon-Fri 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm 
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM    593-3861
 Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.   692-7867
 Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com 
BEACH ART CENTER  596-4331
 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm
POST OFFICE     596-2894
 204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30; Sat 9a-12p
IRB ROTARY, Bruce Sobut,  403-4060
 Meets at Jimmy Guana’s every Wed. 7:15AM
ACTION 2000 Julie Hoofnagle 400-6672
 Meets 2nd Mon each month Beach Art Ctr

BEACH FOOD PANTRY               517-2534
 1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
BEACH THRIFT STORE               596-8868
 Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm
LITTLE LEAGUE   409-5024
IRB WELCOME CENTER               595-4575
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS                     595-1038
--------------------------------------------
EMERGENCIES:              9-1-1
SHERIFF     NON-EMERGENCIES             582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH                      582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION                  595-1117
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO  464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES  464-3377 
 Karen Seel     464-3278
STATE:
Vacant   727-793-2797
 Republican, District 20
 26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
 Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
 Republican, District 66
 8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
 larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
 Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio     202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov 

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and is 
mailed to every occupied residence 
in Indian Rocks Beach’s zip code 
33785. We are not associated with 
the City of Indian Rocks Beach.

PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-430-8300 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785

727-430-8300
BeachNewsletters.com

If you are interested in advertising, 
we offer multi-city and annual 

discounts. Ads need to be reserved 
one month in advance. 

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
or visit beachnewsletters.com for 

more information.
© 2019 Griffin Productions, Inc.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER 
Inside, you will find articles and 
local information about the nearby 
area. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is primarily 
about your neighborhood, Indian 
Rocks Beach. This newsletter is 
printed every other month and 
mailed to every occupied house in 
the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug 
Store, Beach Welcome Center, City 
Hall, Indian Rocks Beach Library. 
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN IN
MARCH!

JANUARY
New Year’s Day     1 
Outback Bowl     1 
Dunedin Art Show    5-6 
Epiphany     6 
Public School Reopen    8 
City Commission Meeting   8 
Kindergarten Registration Begins   8 
Homeowner’s Happy Hour   10 
National Chocolate Day    12 
MLK Jr Day Public Schools Closed 14 
Florida’s Arbor Day    18 
McGough Park Welcome to Florida 19 
East-West Shrine Game    19 
A2K Service Day    19 
Speaking of History Heritage Village 20 
Blast Friday Clearwater    25 
Tampa Bay Home Show   25-27 
Belleair Sunset 5k Run    26 
Gasparilla Day     26 
McGough Park World Of Dinosaurs 26 
Backwater’s Chili Cookoff   27 
History on The Rocks History Museum 28  
FEBRUARY
Ground Hog Day    2 
Super Bowl Sunday    3 
Community Clean Up    4-6 
Chinese New Year        5-19 
Florida State Fair    7-18 

Fan Fest Tropicana Field    9 
National Pizza Day    9 
Chemical Recycling Seminole Home Depot16 
Sunday Concert in Belleair   10 
National 2-1-1 Day    11 
Deadline to Register To Vote   12 
City Commission Meeting   12 
Homeowner’s Happy Hour   14 
Valentine’s Day     14 
Venetian Fest Beach Art Center   16 
Winter Fest Calvary Episcopal   16 
Speaking of History Heritage Village 17 
Presidents Day Public Schools Closed 18 
Tampa Bay Rays Spring Training   22 
Little League Opening Day   22 
Blast Friday Clearwater    22 
Sea Blues Festival Coachman 23-24 
Folk Festival Heritage Village   23 
A2K Service Day     23  
MARCH
Sunday Concert In Belleair    3 
Ash Wednesday    6 
Women’s Day     8 
Public Schools Closed    8 
St Pete Grand Prix    8-10 
Chemical Recycling Largo Home Depot       9 
Day Light Savings Time Begins   10 
Spring Break Pinellas Schools    11-15 
IRB Municipal Elections    12 

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

CREDITS
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Did You Know

IRB SENIOR SOFTBALL FALL CHAMPIONS: BLUES 
BROTHERS  Congratulations to the IRB Senior Softball 
League Fall 2018 Season Champions, The Blues Brothers: 
Gordon Obarski (Manager), Rich Smith, Bert Nocera, 
Dan Miller, Rick Burdick, Dennis Donovan, Earl Wesson, 
Brian Herzig, John Mullen, Chris Holmes, Bill Hohner, 
Mike Yambrick, Andy Egan and Fred Geissler. After a 
10-2 season and playoffs, the Blues Brothers were #1 in 
a competitive league of 70 players (men 55+ and women 
45+) who will never hang up the ol’ glove and still get a 
thrill from hitting the ball and running the bases. For more 
info: www.irbssl.com. 
INCREASED COSTS TO MAIL A LETTER The United 
States Postal Service is increasing the cost of a stamp in 
January. What used to be 50¢ will go up 5¢ to 55¢. They 
tell you that you can beat the increase by buying Forever 
stamps now, at the old price.   
SUNDAY CONCERTS IN BELLEAIR The Spring dates 
have been released: February 10, March 3, and March 
31. No bands have been announced yet.  
NEW TRAIL Portions of the asphalt trail at McGough 
Nature Park were closed for two weeks for improvements. 
2500 feet of the trail was covered with a recycled rubber 
material that  poured directly over the asphalt. The 
$85,000 grant came from the County as a part of their 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill settlement. The upgrades 
will allow for a smoother surface for elderly patrons and 
veterans from Bay Pines who participate in programs at 
the park.  
BOOK CLUB The “On 
the Rocks” Book Club 
announces the next book 
selection - is “Carnegie’s 
Maid”. The group will meet 
to discuss the book on 
Tuesday, January 29th at 5 
p.m. at the library. Copies 
of the book are available 
at the library for check out. 
A copy of the book club 
titles will be available on 
Overdrive for downloading 
to your devices. February’s 
Book Club meeting will 
be on Tuesday, February 
26. The title for February 
will be “An American 
Marriage.” Contact the Library at 727-596-1822 or visit 
www.indian-rocks-beach.com/irb_library.
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and More...
MARTINIS & MATISSE 
TICKETS ON SALE 
NOW Martinis & Matisse 
held for the benefit of the 
Clearwater Free Clinic, is 
a unique, fun-filled event 
that draws 800 attendees 
each year and consistently 
sells out. You will stroll by 
beautifully displayed art, 
eat amazing food, and sip 
smooth martinis and fine 
wine while enjoying live 
music. Meet up with old 
friends or make some new 
ones. At the end of the evening, you will have experienced 
one incredible night and maybe, you will win a beautiful 
piece of art. Visit www.clearwaterfreeclinic.org.
 
NO DRAINAGE WORK ANYTIME SOON It appears 
that the previously announce FDOT plan to improve the 
drainage and sidewalks on Gulf Blvd from Walsingham Rd. 
south through Indian Shores isn’t happening anytime soon. 
The undergrounding of the utilities estimate was off by a few 
million, so there is no money for the drainage project.  
COMMUNITY CLEANUP The next Indian Rocks Beach 
Citywide Community Clean Ups is the week of February 
4-6. That is the date the city will pick up all your big items at 
no charge. Some restrictions apply, so if you have questions, 
call the City’s Publix Works.  
FOLK FAIR The annual and very popular Folk Festival  will 
be held at Heritage Village on Saturday, February 23, from 
10am to 4pm. This is fun, all-day event includes food and 
music. Visit all the old homes and enjoy a day in the Village, 
located at 11909 125th Street North, in Largo, just 3 miles 
west of the Indian Rocks Beach Bridge. Call 582-2123 or go 
to www. PinellasCounty.org/ Heritage for more information.  
CLOTHES TO 
KIDS NEEDS 
JACKETS 
Clothes To Kids 
needs new or 
gently used 
kids jackets, 
especially 
elementary 
school boys 
and girl’s 
jackets sizes 
6-12. Each year Clothes To Kids provides more than 11,000 
low-income and in crisis PreK-4 to 12th grade children with 
clothes including a jacket. Families who qualify for free or 
reduced priced lunch or that are in crisis can come shop at 
one of their stores.
Donations may be dropped off from 9 am to 4:30 pm Monday 
through Friday at: Clearwater: 1059 N. Hercules Avenue and 
St. Pete: 2168 34th Street S. Monetary donations are also 
needed to buy new socks and underwear. For information or 
to schedule an appointment to shop, please call 441-5050 
or visit www.clothestokids.org. 
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MARCH Read this issue, as 
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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ED WRIGHT WAS ONCE PINELLAS 
COUNTY’S RICHEST MAN

In the late 1800s, Ed Wright was born 
in Georgia; his family moved to St. 
Petersburg at the turn of the century,  in 
1900. 
While attending St. Pete High, Wright 
was a retail clerk at the Lewis Central 
Avenue Grocery, owned by Ed Lewis, 
a St. Petersburg pioneer and later city 
councilman. Lewis saw Wright’s potential 
and soon had him keeping the store’s 
books and looking after Lewis’s personal 
investments. 
During WWI, Wright served as a 
personnel officer clerk in a Washington 
D.C. war production bureau, where he 
entered Army Officer Candidate School.  
After the war, he worked for General 
Motors in export and installment sales 
financing. 
When he returned to St. Petersburg, he 
found himself in the middle of the 1924-
26 Florida’s Real Estate Boom. From 
1923-1930, he was primarily a real 
estate broker and began to amass his 
fortune. The boom ended with the Great 
Depression. People were rich one day 
and poor the next. 
Wright never lost faith in Florida, and it 
certainly paid off. When the banks failed 
in the ‘30s, he bought entire portfolios. 
He also was able to help many bankrupt 
municipalities. Eventually, he founded Ed 
C. Wright & Company, a securities house 
specializing in Florida Municipal Bonds.  
By the 1950s, those municipalities and 
banks were repaying their large debts to 
his securities company. With the influx of 
money, Wright began buying large tracks 
of land - many from private owners - but 
some at public auctions, too. 
Wright also bought tax deeds, which 
are sold when an owner cannot pay 
their property taxes. Wright’s tax deeds 
paid the taxes and became a lien on the 
property. After a year or so, he would be 
repaid with interest, or eventually acquire 
the property for a dime-on-the-dollar.  
That is how he acquired on Sand Key.
In the early 1900s, Sand Key was called 
Dan’s Island since Dan Anderson was 
the only one that lived there. Anderson 
owned 100-acres at the northeast end of 
the island where the Marriott Waterside 
sits today. 
When Anderson died in 1928, he willed 
the property to his two sons. But after 
World War II, they could not afford the 
taxes and the property was acquired by 
Ed Wright through a tax deed. 

Wright found the north 
end of Sand Key a 
place of solitude. He 
built a beach house 
on the Gulf side in 
the middle of his two 
miles of private beach. 
In front of the beach 
house, he built three 
fishing piers (shown 
in the photo on the 
front page). They were 
available to anyone 
who wanted to fish.  
“I met Ed Wright in the 
1960s,” says Kathy 
Mortensen, former 
Mayor of Belleair 
Beach. “My girlfriends 
and I used to go to 
Sand Key to enjoy the beach. There was 
only one house located near the middle. 
Mr. Wright owned it.”
“One day he showed up driving his 
jeep,” Kathy recalls. “He was very nice 
to us girls. He even gave us the key to 
his house and told us it was okay for us 
to use it to shower and change clothes, 
as long as we kept it clean and locked 
it up.”
At one point, Wright also owned the 
Belleview Biltmore Hotel and its Sand 
Key Cabana Club. He acquired them in 
1944 when owner Arnold Kirkeby died. 
Wright never opened the hotel and sold 
it to Bernie and Mary Powell in 1946, 
immediately after WWII. 
Wright kept the Belleview Biltmore’s 
Cabana Club property though, which at 
the time was nothing more than a beach 
area with a couple of shacks for storing 
chairs and umbrellas in the middle of 
Sand Key, near Wright’s beach house. 
In addition to Sand Key, Wright owned 
land all over the county including - 
Tarpon Springs, St. Pete’s Gateway area, 
half of Weedon Island, and most of 
Feather Sound.
From the Panhandle to the Florida Keys, 
Wright bought property: land in Coral 
Gables, a mile of oceanfront property in 
Key Largo, a mile of Gulf front in Cape 
Sand Blas, several large tracks of land 
in Central and North Florida. It was 
available at a good price, he bought it.
In addition to land, Wright was the largest 
stockholder in the Seaboard Coast Line 
Railroad holding 51,133 shares valued 
at one time to be $2.2 million. 

A lifelong bachelor, Wright lived with 
his sister, Willie Pearl, in a modest St. 
Petersburg home in a middle-class 
neighborhood at 2620 2nd Street North. 
He lived a simple life and shunned 
publicity, though his name appeared 
regularly in newspapers, because of his 
large land purchases. 
Shortly after his 77th birthday, Wright 
fell down a flight of stairs and hit his 
head; was hospitalized at St. Anthony’s 
Hospital. He also had a bleeding ulcer 
and died on February 1, 1969 when he 
suffered a heart attack. He was survived 
by his two sisters Willie Pearl, and Ruby 
Belcher, and brother Alvah G. Wright.
He had a longtime assistant and girlfriend 
Ruth Kirby, who was 21 years his minor. 
For years, they had planned to marry, but 
never did. The liquidation of the estate 
including all his land holdings, which 
would take years, was her responsibility. 
When he died, Ed Wright held an 
estimated 71,000 acres of Florida land. 
58,000 of those acres were right here in 
Pinellas County. He was one of the richest 
men in Pinellas—maybe even Florida. 
According to reports, he had amassed 
over $50-million in real estate, municipal 
bonds, and railroad stock. 
The terms of his estate stipulated that 
for the rest of their lives, Willie Pearl 
would receive $1,000 per month; his 
other sister and brother received $750 a 
month. Other relatives received smaller 
monthly payments.  
The bulk of the estate was left to his 
longtime friend, Ruth Kirby…but we will 
save that for Part 2 of the story, next issue. 

Ed Wright with longtime assistant / girlfriend Ruth Kirby
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IRB REAL ESTATE NEWS
THAT MAY SCARE YOU 

We’re almost back!
By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House

Hopefully, this bit of good real estate news 
won’t incite widespread panic. But it might. 
As 2018 came to a close, median real 
estate prices on all sales in Indian Rocks 
Beach rose to within 5% of the 2005 peak 
levels before the crash! In other words, 
we’re almost back! In 2018, the median 
sales price of all IRB properties sold was 
$517,500. That is about 95% of the way 
back to the $544,500 peak in 2005 before 
things hit the proverbial fan. By mid-2013, 
we were about 65% of the way back and 

have slowly but surely made up the rest of the ground over 
the last five years.
It’s tough not to swallow this good news without the bout of 
indigestion that comes from an immediate fear of another 
crash. Rest assured, that is NOT what a number of real estate 
experts predict for us in 2019. In fact, the U.S. Housing Report 
projects the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater real estate 
market to be the 17th best performing in the country this year. 
Florida’s 1.8% annual population growth and international 
appeal alone are enough to keep our housing market going 
in a positive direction. Shhh. Listen closely. This very minute, 
you can almost hear people up north talking about moving to 
Florida. And, you can expect their conversations to get even 
louder as the thermometer plummets.
As long as demand continues to exceed supply and listings 
continue to sell amid bidding wars, prices will continue to 
climb. A trend that will keep increases in check: The increasing 
resistance from highly educated and informed buyers against 
sellers who see the lack of listings as a license to overprice 
their properties. Due to easily accessible info on the internet, 
buyers are definitely more astute than they used to be and 
are less inclined to pay above appraisal value. According to 
Zillow, Tampa Bay had more price cuts on existing listings in 
2018 than in the previous year. That is also true in IRB: 67 
price reductions in 2017; 76 in 2018.
Every December for the past few years, we wring our hands 
and worry real estate sales can’t possibly top the previous 
year…but somehow…they do. Even with 19 less sales in IRB 
in 2018, the average sale price of a single-family home was 
up about 23% over 2017. Condos/townhomes gained closer 
to 13%. (Condos alone, without townhomes, were up closer 
to 17%.) Normally, this January article is a year-end wrap up. 
But, copying and pasting the “2017 Wrap-up” and merely 
changing the headline to “2018 Wrap-up” seemed a lot less 
exciting than yelling from the top of the IRB Bridge: “We’re 
almost back!” If 2019’s predictions pan out, we’ll be watching 
the ball drop twelve months from now from a perch ever so 
slightly above the heyday—the one we feared we may never 
see again. Some real estate experts feel compelled to remind 
us that the previous boom lasted ten years, which was then 
followed by a five-year crash. As we enter the eighth year of 
what is seen by some as a mini-boom, antacids are on sale 
at Walgreen’s for those who can’t resist feeling the burn. I 
stocked up myself.
My Florida Regional MLS, Indian Rocks Beach, Median Sales 
Price Comparison 2017 to 1/1/18-12/19/18.

Real Estate News
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IF YOU WANT TO ADOPT, THERE’S HELP. 
IF NOT, LEND A HAND TO THOSE WHO DO

By Mariela Ollsen, 6th Judicial Circuit Guardian ad Litem 
Director, serving Pasco & Pinellas counties
Given the increased rates of abused and neglected children 
coming into out-of-home care, Americans are rightly 
concerned. It is leading us to learn to be more thoughtful 
and creative in helping vulnerable children find safe, loving, 
permanent families.
It is especially crucial in the 6th Judicial Circuit, which includes 
Pasco and Pinellas counties, where as of Sept. 30, 2,166 
abused and neglected children are in out-of-home care – 
the second-highest of all 20 Florida circuits. Neighboring 
Hillsborough County, which comprises the 13th Judicial 
Circuit, has the most statewide at 2,437.
These numbers make finding good homes for at-risk children 
a challenge here and everywhere. That is part of why we at 
the Guardian ad Litem Program – who advocate in court for 
so many of these children – are so grateful for your support. 
We are seeing a rise in new volunteers, along with moral and 
practical help and we couldn’t do what we do otherwise. Our 
recent Pinellas graduating class had 27 new volunteers. One 
wrote in the review that it was the best decision she ever made. 
Another said she learned in the training that volunteering 
really does make a difference. 
Besides, it is truly in every citizen’s interest to step up. Here’s 
why: There are more than 400,000 American children in 
foster care, 25,000 of them in Florida. Their average length 
of stay is 25.3 months, according to the Ackerman Institute 
for the Family – and they have rates of post traumatic stress 
disorder similar to veterans of war. What is more, children 
who age out of foster care without a family are four times 

likelier to enter the criminal justice system as adults and 17 
times likelier to be homeless at age 21. 
That’s why we support families who want to foster or adopt.  
While not everyone can take in a child, everyone can help 
reduce the number of children without families. 
Mary K. Wimsett, an attorney in northeast Florida who has 
finalized more than 3,000 adoptions says thanks to social 
media, there are now groups all over the state that support 
foster parents – like Gator Strong Families at the University of 
Florida and Foster Florida – posts families’ needs online, from 
car seats to cribs to meals to a night off.
“You can do something as simple as make dinner for a foster 
family,” says Wimsett. “There’s a family that just took placement 
of five siblings, can someone bring them dinner tonight?” 
Wimsett says. “A foster mom recently donated a kidney to 
one of the children in her foster home. The community came 
together and provided their meals for months.” 
Of course, you can also support abused and neglected 
children by volunteering as a Guardian ad Litem. Children 
with an advocate are twice as likely to be adopted as those 
without – and likely to spend less time in foster care.
To support foster and adoptive families, please visit 
fosterflorida.org. To become a Pinellas or Pasco foster family 
visit, eckerd.org/i-would-like-to/foster-a-child/get-started-
first-steps-in-fostering. You can also donate to non-profits that 
support children in foster care with everything from school 
supplies to scholarships.
To learn more about Guardian ad Litem of the 6th Circuit, 
please call (727) 464-6528 or visit www.herotoachild.org.
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LONGEVITY RISK IN RETIREMENT 
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

One of the greatest fears expressed by many 
is the concern of outliving their money in 
retirement. After all who wants to move in with 
the kids, go back to work, or decrease their 
standard of living? With improved medical 
science and with better life styles, many are 
easily living into the 90s and age 100 is not 
out of the question.
If you retire at age 65, then how long must your savings last? 
The most common answer is “maybe to age 85.” According 
to Social Security the median age to which a male age 65 will 
live is age 84, and for women it is even higher. When we write 
a financial plan, we usually project at least to the youngest 
spouse’s age at 95. 
What are ways to protect against out living assets? First, 
continue working. Each additional year of work, is one more 
year of potential savings, one less year of spending from the 
nest egg and one more year of potential growth. For couples, 
having the larger earning spouse wait to begin Social Security 
at age 70 (maximum benefit) can make a lot of sense.
Next, pay off all debt before retiring. Assuming that goal has 
been accomplished, then plow as much money as you can 
into retirement plans and general savings, especially the last 
five years leading into retirement. 
If you no longer have a need for cash value life insurance 
consider cashing in the policies and reinvesting into other 
more productive investments, or possibly do a tax free 
exchange to a low cost annuity. Choices range from those 
which pay immediately, those which are deferred to a time 
in the future (20 years from now), and/or those which are 
investment oriented. Before doing so, however, consider your 
current state of health, surrender charges, potential taxes and 
other factors.
Health care and long term care costs are often underestimated. 
Fidelity currently estimates that the average retired couple will 
spend over $250,000 on health care. Either due to mental or 
physical issues, many will spend some amount of time in a 
long term care facility. Very few people think about this issue 
in the retirement planning process. Long term care insurance 
is not inexpensive, but neither is the cost of a long term care 
facility. 
Please call to take advantage of a complimentary discussion 
regarding longevity risk and other retirement planning 
matters. 

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 
regulations are complex and are subject to change.

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services may be offered through Kestra Advisory 
Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS, or Provise Management Group, 
LLC. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are affiliated with Provise Management Group, LLC.
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WEATHER & WATER IN FLORIDA
By Rebecca Geiger
Well, we have finally hit fall! Comfortable days and cooler 
nights are a rarity in Florida, but when they come we welcome 
the break from the stifling heat. However, this does pose some 
dangers when it comes to water. Children, and sometimes 
adults, don’t realize how quickly water temperatures change. 
This can lead to some risky situations.
When the temperatures drop at night, water gets cold faster 
than we would expect, especially water in pools. This is mostly 
caused by the pool filtration system. We are all aware that warm 
things rise and cooler things sink. In the case of pools, this 
means that the warmer water rises to the top where it rapidly 
cools and drops lower. The cooler water is pulled through the 
drain and redistributed through the jets at the top of the pool, 
cooling the water even more. Keep in mind that most of your pool 
thermometers only go three to four inches into the water, meaning 
your reading will be from the warmest water in the pool. 
Cold water saps children’s energy faster than anything else. 
This disrupts their coordination and causes them to tighten up 
faster. Just because the air is warm doesn’t indicate that the 
water in the pool will be warm enough to swim in. When they 
do swim under these conditions, keep an eye on their mouths 
for indicators that it is time to get out. Their lips will be one of 
the first places the body pulls blood from to stay warm, so when 
lips turn blue, combined with the chattering of teeth (meaning 
that they are losing control of their small muscle movements), 
it is time to end the swim session. Make sure if they choose to 
attempt swimming in cold water, that they acclimate themselves 
to it prior to submerging themselves!
If anyone falls into cold water unexpectedly, it is worth a quick 
trip to the doctor to eliminate the possibility of dry drowning. Dry 
drowning is something we all hear about that mostly comes from 
the shock of cold water. When the body is submerged in a pool 
or other body of cold water unexpectedly, the initial response 
to a shock of that magnitude is a quick intake of breath.  If the 
head or face is submerged when this occurs, the individual will 
intake water instead of air. The body’s natural response to an 
overwhelming jolt of this kind is to shut down for a couple of 
seconds while it assesses the situation and determines the best 
course of action. If this happens, the water taken in will settle 
deep in the lungs. Therefore, even if the person is retrieved or 
gets themselves out almost immediately, the water still cannot 
get out of the lungs. It is worth having the lungs checked by a 
doctor in this case prior to going to sleep and risking the danger 
of the fluid restricting breathing.
I am known as Miss Becca to my students, specializing in “Drowning Prevention 
Education” for children and adults for more than 20 years through private 
lessons and presentations. Please call (813}363-9133 with any questions.

SEABIRDS NEED HELP, TOO 
The Seaside Seabird Sanctuary had a busy summer, taking care of 
our native land and seabirds along the Gulf of Mexico. Then it got 
much worse with the Red Tide. 
“We saw an increase in birds suffering from Red Tide exposure,” 
says a representative of the Seaside Sanctuary. “Red Tide’s effect on 
seabirds differ between the species. They show symptoms including 
neurological conditions resulting in their inability to walk or hunt. 
They also have gastrointestinal symptoms or internal bleeding.”
Ride Tide caused a double problem for the Sanctuary. While the 
Fall is always a slow time for tourists, the Red Tide has chased away 
the few who normally visit this time of year, causing donations to 
be way down. They have been operating at a deficit each month.
On average, 3,000 sick and injured birds are admitted to their 
hospital every year. Call 391-6211 to help. 
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CRABBY’S 
DONATES 
TO ST JUDES 
CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL This 
fall, Crabby Bill’s 
held numerous 
fund-raisers to 
reach their goal 
of donating 
$25,000 to the 
hospital. They 
hit their goal 
just before the 
holidays. “The charity goes above and beyond for their team. 
They were supportive and cheered us on through the whole 
process. Nicole Haus showed up yesterday with small gifts for 
all of us, I can’t say enough about them,” says Maria Loder.
They plan to top their 25,000 donation in 2019.     
THE GREAT DINE-OUT GIVEAWAY Infinity, the League to 
Aid Abused Children and Adults, has created the new charity 
fund-raiser - “The Great Dine-Out Tampa Bay Giveaway”. It 
is an opportunity for three lucky winners, drawn at random, 
to win a gift certificate package to many of Tampa Bay’s best 
restaurants. 
Prize packages are valued at either $1500, $1000 or $500. 
Tickets, $25 or five for $100 are on sale now. The drawing is 
January 30th. Proceeds benefit CASA, Suncoast Center and 
Brookwood Florida. To purchase tickets (and to see a complete 
list of participants), visit www.InfinityStPete.org or call Rebecca 
Nakiwany at 593-4699.   

5 YEARS ON THE 
ROCKS 18 On 
The Rocks, known 
as Beach Place 
for many years, is 
celebrating its fifth 
anniversary Five 
years ago, Doug and 
Cindy Thompson 
and Patrick and 
Nancy Adani bought 
the beach bar, and 
created 18 On the 
Rocks, named after 

the #18 Mile Marker located in front of their property. 
On the south end of the building is a classic open air tiki-bar. 
On the north end behind the large rolling garage style doors is 
a large dining room, bar and fireplace. 
Find them at 2405 Gulf Blvd in Indian Rocks Beach. 
www.18OnTheRocks.com.  
SALT PUBLIC HOUSE OPENS TO RAVE REVIEWS “If 
the umbrellas are up, we are open,” says Aidan Bowles, co-
owner of the new Salt Public House. The newest IRB restaurant 
opened in late November. “I am Irish, but this is not an Irish 
bar,” Bowles explains. “It is a sports bar. The best in the area.” 
The Bowles (Aiden, Sabrina and son Sam) are Indian Rocks 
residents. They are also the onsite operators. The restaurant 
is open for lunch, dinner and late night. Beginning in mid-
January, they will be hosting trivia on Tuesday nights.  
Find them at 1309 Gulf Blvd, next to Nexton Surf Shop. Visit 
www.SaltPublicHouse.com. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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FEAST ON THE 
BEACH A BIG 
SUCCESS The first 
ever Feast on the Beach 
Wine and Seafood 
Festival, held the first 
weekend in December, 
was a sold out fund-
raiser, according to 
organizer Frank Chivas. 
The event featured food 
and drinks from many 
Clearwater Beach area 
restaurants. Friday was the Cheers for Charity at Wyndham 
Grand. Saturday was a “Wine & Seafood Festival” in Pier 60 
Park, and Sunday was the “Craft Beer & Grouper Smackdown” 
at Pier 60 Park
Benefiting the Richard Jacobson Foundation, some of the $20 
million raised was distributed to Moffit Hospital and Pinellas Tech 
(PTEC) among others. The primary sponsors were Duke Energy, 
Visit St Pete/Clearwater and Baystar Restaurant Group. Frank 
Chivas and Chicago Cubs Coach Joe Madden were the main 
organizers. There were too many participation restaurants to list. 
See the complete list at www.FeastontheBeach.com.        
CHILI COOK-OFF The 14th Annual Backwater’s Chlli 
Cook-off will be January 27th, the Sunday before Super Bowl, 
beginning at 3pm. Limited to the first 30, it is chance for chili 
amateurs to be judged by skilled judges. If you are not a 
cook—you can come and eat some chili. See their web site for 
more information at www.BackwatersonSandKey.com or call 
517-7383. They are located in the Shoppes of Sand Key.         
AQUA PRIME CHANGES With the new ownership a 
year and a half ago, there have been many upgrades to 
the restaurant including new teal and cooper tones inside 
and outside, new equipment and a beautiful glass partisan 
enclosing the front bar area for private events or a casual 
drink at the bar. 
This past year, they rolled out a brand new menu with new 
items throughout. Now, they are introducing new VP of 
Hospitality,  John Reynaud to the Aqua Prime Team,who will 
work with  Executive Chef Jason S. Vargo, Sous Chef Luke 
Subramaniam and General Manger Johnny Morales.  
Now open at 3pm daily, they offer a new fresh coastal 
Happy Hour Menu from 3-5:30 daily with build your hand 
held plates, along with a fresh seafood catch and a grilled 
roasted prime rib dinner.
In 2019, they are focused on what 
they do best - offering a fresh coastal 
cuisine with a little smoked fusion, 
and hand crafted cocktails. Look for 
even more cocktails in 2019.    
CADDYS The Pub has changed 
names, again. When it was first 
sold, it became Caddy’s Pub, now 
the official name is Caddy’s Indian 
Shores. That is not all,  Caddy’s has 
been undergoing remodeling.
All the Tampa Bay area Caddy’s 
collected toys for Toys For Tots. They 
want to thank you for your support. 
Caddy’s Indian Shores at 20025 
Gulf Blvd. Indian Shores. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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PAT MARZULLI’S
 CATALINA CHANNEL SWIM 

By Martine Marzulli 
At the age of 69 years and 311 
days, Pat Marzulli, resident of Indian 
Rocks Beach, and Commercial 
and Industrial Broker with Colliers 
International in Clearwater, broke 
the record for the oldest swimmer 
to complete the 20 mile crossing 
of Catalina Channel in California. 
The previous record holder was 68 
years and 58 days old. 
Catch a ferry to the Island of 
Catalina and in about an hour, 
you are there, looking back at 
the mainland 20 miles away. But 
Catalina is also a destination for 
a feat of athletic endurance. The Five known Challenges of 
the Catalina Channel are: Distance, Hypothermia, Currents, 
Seasickness and Night Swimming.
I am the wife of Pat Marzulli and his biggest fan! For months, 
I have witnessed my husband training for this endurance swim 
and I am proud of what he has achieved. On September 20 
at 10:30 at night I watched him dive into the dark waters of 
the Catalina Channel and I was not able to hug him again 
until 2:00 pm the next day on September 21. He swam for 15 
hours and 29 minutes!  In order to officially finish the swim, 
he had to touch the rocky shores of Palos Verdes where he 
literally crawled out of the water to retrieve a pebble, which 
has become one of his most precious possessions! 
In November, we returned to California where he received his 
well-earned award. He turned 70 years old on November 13.

THE WORLD’S PLASTIC PROBLEM 
Plastic has been 
produced since the 
1950s and can take 
up to 450 years to 
break down. 60% of 
all the plastic we have 
produced is still on our 
planet. It can be found 
in everything from our 
clothes to the fish we 
eat. The Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch, located 
between Hawaii and 
California is the largest 
accumulation of ocean plastic in the world. Estimated to 
contain 1.8 trillion pieces of plastic, it is one of five offshore 
plastic accumulation zones in the world’s oceans. 
Not only does plastic pollution in our oceans pose risks for 
the safety and health of marine animals, there are health and 
economic implications for humans as well. It is now found 
to be contaminating the human food chain and has already 
cost billions in beach cleanups and financial loss incurred by 
fisheries. 
What can you do to help? Start reducing your use of plastics 
instead of recycling. Only 9% of all the mass produced plastics 
gets properly recycled. Refuse single use plastics; instead 
opt for package free produce, shop in bulk, and bring your 
own shopping bags. Use your own water bottles and coffee 
cups with metal not plastic straws. Don’t accept take-out from 
restaurants using Styrofoam containers. If everyone follows 
these small steps it can make a big difference

Pat receiving his award
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A NEW YEAR, NEW LEADERSHIP AND A RENEWED STRATEGIC VISION
By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
I hope your New Year is off to a great start. I always think 
of a new year as an opportunity to start fresh. A new year 
always brings new challenges for local government, but also 
new opportunities.
One of the opportunities ahead for me this year is to lead 
the Board of County Commissioners as chairman. It’s an 
honor to be able to serve you in this capacity and an exciting 
role that I take on with enthusiasm. 
Another opportunity ahead is working with our new county 
administrator, Barry A. Burton, who comes with more than 
30 years of experience in the public sector. I look forward to 
working alongside him and the Board to renew our strategic 
plan, as we do each year, to get even more done for you, 
our citizens. Barry’s background in strategic planning, 
managing county budgets, building community partnerships 
and implementing progressive workforce initiatives will 
prove invaluable in this process.
The Board, as a whole, has begun reviewing budget 
priorities, new initiatives and plans in preparation for our 
strategic planning session in January.
Some of those projects include: prioritizing land acquisition 
opportunities for affordable housing, green space, business 
development and stormwater management.
Another exciting opportunity ahead is a possible partnership 
with St. Petersburg College and Pinellas County Schools to 
help facilitate continuity between K – 12 and college level 
education. This partnership would also work to remove the 
silos between colleges and provide a seamless transition for 
Pinellas County students as they mature and grow further 
with an education system that truly serves their needs.

Other highlighted plans and initiatives are 
emerging. These include fostering continual 
economic growth and vitality through 
strategies to increase transportation 
funding, identifying and prioritizing 
infrastructure investments across the 
county, and investigating and moving 
forward new communities for Community 
Redevelopment Area status.
To ensure public health, safety and welfare, 
proposals also include eliminating human trafficking and 
domestic abuse, adopting opioid policies, providing more 
comprehensive services for our veterans and funding for 
expanded mental health and addiction treatment.
In the strategic plan area of practicing superior environmental 
stewardship, initiatives include incentivizing energy efficient 
improvements and the formation of a sustainability advisory 
committee, and renewable energy initiatives, including 
electric vehicle charging stations and building code goals. 
Barry’s team in Administration is already advancing these 
early recommendations and preparing them for upcoming 
work sessions.
It’s an exciting time, as we are poised to accomplish 
so much. I encourage you to take part. Visit www.
pinellascounty.org/agenda for a complete listing of the 
Board’s upcoming meetings schedule. I look forward to 
seeing you there and, as always, I welcome your feedback 
and concerns. Please email me at kseel@pinellascounty.
org. I look forward to hearing your thoughts about our 
New Year and our renewed strategic vision.
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CITY ELECTION TIME - MEET THE CANDIDATES
The Indian Rocks Beach Municipal General Election will be Tuesday, March 12th, although if history repeats, more than 
60% of the our residents will vote by mail, prior to that. Register to vote in this election at VotePinellas.com, where you can 
also download a copy of the 2018-2019 Pinellas County Voter Guide. The deadline to register is February 11.
The election will fill two vacant City Commission Seats, each for a two-year term. Three people are running for the two 
seats. The outcome will be determined by the two candidates that receive the greatest number of votes. The candidates 
are: Diane Flagg, Phillip Hanna (incumbent), and John Pfanstiehl. Incumbent Phil Wrobel is not seeking reelection.
Below are the biographies submitted by the candidates. 

We began a love affair with Indian Rocks Beach when my husband Eric Meyer and I purchased 
our very first piece of the Rock in 1995. My family enjoys spending time in our beautiful piece 
of paradise, And every day we are so grateful to be part of this community and have wonderful 
friends and neighbors that feel like extended family. 
My husband and I have been board members of IRB Action 2000 since 2001and participated on 
many beautification projects and events. I have served on our city’s planning and zoning board, 
and recently been appointed to the finance committee. Since 2010 I have served on the City’s 
Program Public information board which deals with flooding Preparedness and has assisted in 
lowering our flood insurance rates in Indian Rocks Beach. 
My passion to serve this community has continued through the years and now I would like to ask 
for your support to become your commissioner and continue to serve on your behalf. My vision 
as we move forward is to protect and maintain the small town Integrity and inclusiveness of our 
city. Together we can shape the future growth and planning of our city, and business district. I 
have supported the undergrounding of our utilities for many years and want to see it come to 
fruition. As your commissioner I will strive to protect our beaches and waterways, and to work 

toward the elimination of red tide and to continue to oppose offshore drilling. 
And last but certainly not least, to oversee responsible fiscal spending always. As a successful business woman, I can share 
my career talents as common sense communicator, caring listener and positive problem solver. I humbly ask for your vote as 
commissioner, and assure you that I will always Have IRB’s best interests at heart, and be your voice on the commission.

Phil Hanna is a current City Commissioner. He and his wife, Nan are 27 year residents of Indian 
Rocks Beach. He is a licensed Realtor, with Coastal Properties Group International, and has over 
thirty-five years experience in real estate sales and investment. Hanna attended Indiana State and 
Indiana Universities and graduated from the Indiana Military Academy, serving as an officer in the 
U.S. Army. With his strong background in advertising and marketing, Phil worked with the lead-team 
that created the Florida Lottery. He has a passion for photography and video production as well.
Hanna is a licensed pilot with ratings in fixed-wing aircraft and lighter-than-air hot air balloons, as 
well as drone privileges. By combining his loves of flight and photography, he provides stunning aerial 
photos of Indian Rocks Beach and its glorious sunsets, many of which have been seen locally on 
channel 13 weather.
As a commissioner, he helped turn the tide of Indian Rocks Beach’s failing financial picture into a 
robust, vibrant and fiscally sound city, making it one of the few debt-free communities in the state. He 
is known for his fair-minded and common-sense approach to issues. That coupled with his years of 
business experience, provides a unique insight into keeping the city in the black, improving roads and 
infrastructure, and lowering the millage rate for IRB citizens for the last two years. “We have a winning 

city because we have citizens who truly care about this community. The Indian Rocks Beach City staff and management operate 
leanly and stay in-tune with the needs of the people they serve. Finally, the City Commission does its best to make solid, 
well-founded decisions. This triad sets the tone for our success.”

John and his wife, Kelly, chose IRB as their home 26 years ago. A “fixture” at City Commission 
meetings, John continually advocates for residents’ rights. You may have also seen John 
working at IRB Homeowners or Action 2000 events, using his boat for Intracoastal clean-ups, 
or cruising around town in his red 1973 Corvette. 
Pfanstiehl (pronounced “Fan-Steel”) is a graduate of the University of Hartford and Eastern 
Connecticut State University. An inventor and entrepreneur, he founded and managed Van 
Steel and Pro Motorcar Products, Inc., two local manufacturing businesses based on products 
he created. Currently, John designs and patents new products and technologies under 
PfanstiehlDesignWorks.com. According to John, “I learned to continually question if things can 
be made better or done more efficiently and will apply this mindset to City issues.”
His government involvement included extensive patent reform work in Washington. At the local 
level, he championed Fire District reforms and fought to regain IRB watersports rights for future 
generations. For ten years, he has proposed workshops and creative ways to preserve IRB’s 
Gulf Blvd. corridor and protect it from “condo canyonization.” John stated that his other goals 

include increased taxpayer input on expensive projects and joining with other cities to petition the Florida legislature on 
returning home rule to our city. For more info, visit: john4irb.com or check him out on Facebook. 

DIANE 
FLAGG

PHIL 
HANNA

JOHN 
PFANSTIEHL
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MAKING ART THAT BENEFITS 
THE BEACH ART CENTER

Many of you know 
Bobbie Rendell. An 
Indian Rocks resident, 
she has also been a 
long-time area realtor, 
most recently with The 
Biltmore Group. What 
you may not know 
about her though is 
she is an artist and has 
been since she was a 
child.
Rendel’s love of art 
started at the age of 
seven. Many years ago, 
her Aunt Amelia, a very 
well-known watercolor 
artist in the St. Louis 

area, organized a small art club, took Rendell and her friends 
to the art museum, especially during the summer months. This 
gave her a foundation in art and instilled an appreciation for 
all things art - art history, composition, techniques, and color 
theory. 
While in high school and part of college, Rendell lived in Europe. 
This gave her the opportunity to visit many of the most magnificent 
museums in Europe. This deepened her appreciation for painting. 
From 1978 until 2014, Rendell and her husband lived and 
worked in Clearwater Beach. When they moved to Indian 
Rocks four years ago, she discovered the Beach Art Center. 
Living on the beach has given 
Rendell the opportunity to see 
and paint many marine animals, 
water birds and fish. She chooses 
to paint with acrylics and uses a 
great deal of color. 
After enjoying all the Beach Art 
Center has to offer, Rendell saw 
an opportunity to give back to the 
community through the Beach Art Center. She has created 
a collection of custom painted art works that have been 
converted into gift cards, place mats, and frameable pictures. 
She has absorbed all the costs. Her creations are for sale in 
the Beach Art Center’s Gift Shop.

GIFT CARDS: There are 16 varieties of gift 
cards for every occasion from birthdays 
to anniversaries, and even generic. Each 
has a catchy message and is $4.50. 
PLACE MATS: There are four versions for 
your table. You can buy four of the same 
or mix-and-match. They are art only with 
no message, and are 
$8.50 each.
FRAMED PICTURES: 
Some have been 

enlarged, framed, and ready to hang. 
They are available in several sizes and 
cost between $75 to $150. 
Drop by the gift shop any day to see her 
collection and take home a few. A portion 
of each sale goes to support the Beach 
Art Center, located at 1515 Bay Palm 
Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach.
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Business Briefs
INTERIORS 
BY SHARMAN 
Through the 
years, Sharman 
Eicher has seen 
the inside of a 
lot of houses 
and condos, 
and offices, and 
lobbies—and 
much more. That 
is because for 
almost 45 years 
Sharman has owned Interiors by Sharman located in Belleair 
Bluffs. She has been in Belleair Bluffs since 1992. 
Sharman, her real name, is originally from Findlay, Ohio. She 
moved to Florida as a child with her parents. She attended 
The Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, majoring in Fine Arts, 
with a specialty in Interior Design. “Ringling is one of the few 
schools in Florida that teaches interior design,” Sharman says. 
As a member of ASID and licensed by the State of Florida, 
Sharman worked for 19 years as an interior designer with 
a design firm. In 1992, she leased a space in Belleair Bluffs 
(long before there was a Bonefish Grill) to work for herself. 
Interiors by Sharman is one of the original tenants in that 
shopping center, as is Belleair Jewelers.
Sharman specializes in residences, houses, condos, offices 
and retirement facilities. She employs seven people with two 
designers on site. Their trucks are frequently seen in the area.
“The day after the No Name Storm of 1993,” Sharman recalls, 
“a very nice lady came in and asked for my help. She had lost 
everything, so I helped her remodel her condo.”
“I get a lot of referrals and repeat business,” Sharman 
explains. “Many of our clients buy second homes—in other 
states—and we do them, too. That is because we do not just 
purchase items and hire subcontractors. We are very ‘hands 
on’ and personally supervise our jobs from start to finish.”
Find Interiors by Sharman at 2949 West Bay Drive, next to 
Bonefish Grill. Call 581-1400 or visit InteriorsBySharman.com.  
MARINEMAX CLEARWATER NAMES NEW SALES 
MANAGER Mo Struder was recently named as the new 
Sales Manager at MarineMax Clearwater. 
“I am honored to take on this new role at MarineMax and 
look forward to assisting my team in reaching their goals,” 
stated Mo Struder, MarineMax Sales Manager.  
Mo has vast executive experience managing large sales 
teams completing complicated and large volume deals. 
His work history includes work for IBM and over 17 years 
with Teradata in various roles of increasing responsibility. 
As Area Vice President he was responsible for the direction 
of 25 sales professionals across a diverse customer base 
and geographic mix spanning 12 states, including six of 
the company’s top 50 accounts. Mo is joining MarineMax 
Clearwater in the role of Sales Manager and will be 
responsible for the management of the Sales and Brokerage 
Teams. Mo has also been a long-time boat enthusiast and a 
long-term repeat service and sales customer of MarineMax 
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If you have news for this 
newsletter, please contact us. E-mail news to 
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-430-8300. 
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SAVE OUR COTTAGES: 
ARTISTS WITH A CAUSE 

The Plein Aire Cottage Artists have added another 
accomplishment to their long list of artistic works… they are 
now “movie stars!”
The debut of the documentary short “Save Our Cottages: 
Artists with a Cause” at the Central Park Performing Arts 
Center on November 18th was a huge hit. The first show sold 
out quickly and the second showing that night had only a 
few empty seats in the theatre to see the new documentary 
about the IRB artists’ work ...and the preservation movement 
it created.
More than 600 people turned out to be the first to see the film, 
produced by the Emmy Award winning documentary team of 
Lynn Marvin Dingfelder and Larry Wiezycki, the owners of 
Creative on Main Street, in Tampa. 
Lynn & Larry spent two years 
following and filming Mary 
Rose Holmes, Helen Tilston 
and Violetta Chandler to 
countless locations, including 
Provence, France, the home 
of the impressionists. The 
film crew also interviewed 
more than 70 people (you 
may have been one of them 
or know someone who was) 
to capture the beach cottage 
memories and history.
Archived photos, unique family 
films and historic newspaper 
headlines complimented the 
production.
Dingfelder is currently in talks 
with WEDU/ PBS about broadcasting “Save Our Cottages” in 
the Spring of 2019 and has been asked to submit the work to 
several film festivals… including the Gasparilla International 
Film Festival (GIFF) and HotDocs in Toronto, Canada. “We are 
very excited about entering the film festival world” Dingfelder 
said “ and we are so grateful to the St Pete/Clearwater Film 
Commission, the Tampa Bay Film Commission for helping 
underwrite this production, as well as local businesses, A2K, 
the IRB Homeowners Association, the dedicated IRB Documentary 

Finance Committee
(Amy Steinkellner, 
Patricia ‘Tricia’ 
Priest, Julie 
Folden, Terry 
Hamilton Wollin, 
Carole Sivyer, 
Daryl Frahn, Mary 
Rose Holmes and 
Mary Wilkerson) 
as well as 
individual support 
all making this 
film possible.”
Dingfelder hopes 
others will be 

inspired by the Cottage Artists and use their success story as a 
template to save something thats unique and special in their 
community. “We are proud to have saved the memories of 
IRB’s historic beach cottages and to shine a well deserved 
light on these exceptionally talented women.”

“Save Our Cottages” Documentary 
Finance Committee

Emmy Award winning 
Cinematographer/ Editor Larry 
Wiezycki and Producer/ Writer  
Lynn Marvin Dingfelder from 

Creative on Main Street
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M U N C H I E S 
HELPS BEACHES 
FOOD PANTRY 
Many Beaches Food 
Pantry clients’ have 
pets. Their pets need 
food, too. Munchies 
Natural Pet Foods 
store in Belleair Bluffs 
helps feed them. 
Whenever they have 
pet food they cannot 
sell to the public, 
due to damaged or 
open containers, or 

discontinued products, they donate it to the Beaches Food 
Pantry located in Indian Rocks. Kudos to Munchies. Find them 
in the Belleair Bluffs Shopping Center, east of Panera Bread.         
VACASA AQUIRES THREE PALMS While the company 
owning Three Palms Vacation Rentals has changed, the people 
haven’t. VaCasa, a full-service vacation rental management 
company, purchased the Indian Rocks Vacation Rental 
Company in November. VaCasa is “the largest full-service 
vacation rental company in North America, with more than 
11,000 vacation rentals in its portfolio and teams in 23 states 
and in 16 countries,” they say. Their partnerships include 
leading channels such as Airbnb, Booking, HomeAway and 
Expedia. Based in Portland, VaCasa was founded in 2009 
and has over 2,500 employees. Now they have added the 
management of approximately 50 more area vacation 
rentals. Find information on VaCasa at www.VaCasa.com or 
call the local office at 596-0109 and ask for Angela.  
BIG MAN’S 
H A U L I N G 
OPENS Big 
Man’s Moving 
C o m p a n y 
owners Josh 
and Brooke 
Anderson, are 
finishing their 
second year 
in business.  
During the 
c o m p l e t i o n 
of over 1000 
moves, their 
c u s t o m e r s 
consistently requested hauling and junk removal services. 
Conscious of the cleanliness of their moving trucks, the 
couple opted to refer this business elsewhere. Why would 
any professional moving company place “junk” in the 
same vehicle as customers’ household valuables? After 2 
years of deliberations, Big Man’s Moving found a solution 
and proudly announces their Big Man’s Hauling and Junk 
Removal, dedicated to removing or donating unwanted 
items such as furniture, appliances, and construction debris 
from your home or business.  
Open 7 days/week, options include self service (they supply 
the dump trailer and you fill it) or full service (they supply 
the dump trailer and the labor). For a free estimate, visit 
Bigmanshauling.com or call 727-772-3458

Business Briefs
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BELLEVIEW INN AT BELLEVIEW PLACE OPENS This 
month JMC Communities’ moved and restored the original 
lobby of the historic Belleview Biltmore Hotel (once the 
largest occupied wooden structure in the country) and 35 of 
the original guest rooms and reopened it as a boutique Inn. 
The original Belleview Biltmore hosted celebrities including 
Babe Ruth, Marilyn Monroe, Bobby Jones,  VanderBilt, Duke 
of Windsor, Edison, Edsel, Margaret Thatcher, Tony Bennet, 
Bob Dylan, many U.S. presidents. Mr. Rogers was the swim 
instructor at the Belleview Biltmore pool.
During the restoration, the Tiffany era glass ceiling was 
carefully evaluated and restored by local craftsmen/women 
and has been installed in the Tiffany room. The Historic 
realism painting by Tarpon Springs-based artist Christopher 
Still in the hotel’s history room represents the original hotel 
through visual elements that each tell part of the hotel’s 
celebrated 120-year history.
Located at 25 Belleview Blvd. in Belleair, The Belleview 
Inn will be open to guests and serve as an amenity for the 
surrounding 132-residence real estate development. 
PIE FACTORY Just because the 
holidays are behind us doesn’t mean 
we don’t need some sweets. Why not try  
something different, maybe a Carrot 
Cake? It goes with any occasion. The 
Pie Factory has them in three sizes: 
small, medium and large, starting at 
$15. They also cater and sell pies and 
cakes wholesale to dozens of area 
restaurants. Visit PiesFlorida.com or call 
them at 593-1884. You can find them 3 
miles east of IRB at 12777 Walsingham 
Road.   
NOW MOBIL The only gas station in Indian Rocks Beach 
is now a Mobil. The new name comes a new special 
Rewards program. All it takes is a FREE membership 
card. All you have to do is ask for it. With the program, 
you earn points everyday purchases like gas, food, beer 
and wine - in fact everything in the store.
Earn 3 points for every gallon of gas you buy. Earn 2 
points for every dollar you spend on products. Earn more 
points on e-mailed offers. Every 100 points is worth $1 in 
savings. Get your card at the store, then register it online 
at www.ExxonMobilRewardsPlus.com. You get 100 points 
just for signing up. 
Mobil Convenience store is located at 26th Avenue. 

Business Briefs
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THE GASPARILLA INVASION AND PARADE
By Bob Griffin
The Gasparilla Parade, now known as 
The Gasparilla Pirate Festival, started 
in 1904, a year before the Ybor City 
Columbia Restaurant opened. 
Ironically, the event and its name are 
based on a myth—a person that never 
existed. The legend of Jose Gaspar, 
a mythical Spanish pirate was the 
inspiration, that was based on real 
pirates who terrorized the coastal waters 
of West Florida during the late 18th and 
early 19th century. 
That first Gasparilla parade, held in 
May, was the creation of Louise Francis 
Dodge, society editor for the Tampa 
Tribune and George Hardee, Director 
of Tampa’s Customs. They molded the 
legend of Jose Gaspar into a dashing 
pirate using elements found in New 
Orleans’s Mardi Gras Carnival. 
Holding it in May gave 
the once boring May Day 
celebration a boost. 
The first Gasparilla 
Invasion had nothing 
to do with boats or 
ships. It was all held on 
horseback. They didn’t 
even attempt a sea-based 
invasion until 1911.
Prior to World War I, it 
was a military celebration. 
During WWI it was not 
held at all, but resumed in 
February 1920. When the 
Florida State Fair began in 
1924, they coincided. At 
the time, the fair was held 
at Plant Field, just north of 
The Tampa Hotel (now the 
University of Tampa). The 
parade route ended at 
the fair, drawing thousands of people its 
gates. That continued until 1976, when 
the Fair moved to northeast Tampa.
In 1936, the Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla 
asked Tampa Tribune writer Edwin D. 
Lambright to write an authorized history 
of the Krewe. The piece included several 
references to Jose Gaspar. In the story, 
Gaspar was “a respectable and courtly 
pirate who resorted to violence only when 
necessary.” Lambright claimed the story 
was based on official records and on 
Gaspar’s personal diary. However, the 
diary seemed vanish when he was asked 
for proof of his research. 
After World War II, the parade was held on 
the second Monday in February and was 
an official Hillsborough County holiday. 
Businesses and schools were closed. 
In 1956, a small US Navy ship 
volunteered to be “attacked” by the 
many smaller boats, called the “Ybor 

City Navy” who were armed with only 
stale Cuban bread and water hoses. 
After a short battle, the Navy sailors 
escaped to the streets and had an 
evening on the town. 
Much to the disappointment of school 
children, the event was moved to the first 
Saturday in February in 1988. Nearby 
county residents could attend, but the 
kids lost their day off from school. Since 
2005, the parade has been held on the 
last Saturday in January. 
Today, Gasparilla is more of a 
season running from mid-January to 
early March. It features three large 
parades, a Gasparilla Film Festival, 
the Gasparilla Festival of the Arts, the 
Gasparilla Distance Classic (4 races), 
a Children’s Gasparilla Parade and 
run, the Gasparilla Music Festival, and 
several smaller events. 

The event starts when a “band of 
pirates,” who are leading area business 
people, demand that the Mayor turn 
over the keys to the city. When they 
leave, they threaten to return to “invade 
and plunder” the city.
During the invasion, members of the 
Krewe of Gasparilla, accompanied by 
thousands of smaller personal boats, 
sail up the Hillsborough Bay on the Jose 
Gasparilla, a 165’ pirate ship built in 
1954. Before the Convention Center 
was built, the ship would sail up the 
Hillsborough River and the Krewe would 
disembark at Curtis Hixon Convention 
Center (across from the University of 
Tampa). After a lunch, the pirates were 
bussed to the parade route. 
Today, the ship moors beside the Tampa 
Convention Center with much fanfare 
and cannons blaring. It is. Once on 
land, the Krewe and all the pirates hold 

their victory parade on Bayshore Blvd. 
The parade, the third largest in the U.S., 
draws an estimated 300,000 people to 
the area. Tourists from as far away as 
Canada and Europe attend. WFLA-TV 
normally covers it live. Studies estimate 
the economic impact of the Gasparilla 
parade to be about $25 million and 
when all the events are combined, that 
number doubles. 
The event hasn’t always been without 
controversy.
Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla was 
Tampa’s first krewe dating back to 
the 1904 parade. Historically, the 
members of the private social club were 
exclusively well-to-do area business and 
government officials, all white men. In 
1966, a group of women related to 
members of the men’s krewe formed 
the Krewe of Venus; primarily white 

women. In 1972, Latin 
community leaders 
formed the Krewe of 
Sant’ Yago – all white 
men.
Some questioned the 
racial image of the event, 
but nothing changed 
until Super Bowl XXV 
came to Tampa in 1991. 
At the request of the 
Super Bowl committee, 
the event was moved to 
coincide with the game 
weekend. Attendees 
could enjoy the parade 
and it would show 
Tampa as a fun place to 
live.  
The NFL made up of 
over 50% black men, 
along with the City, put 

pressure on Ye Mystic Krewe to admit 
African-Americans members before 
the parade. The Krewe refused and the 
parade was canceled. 
The City quickly put together a 
replacement parade called Bamboleo, 
which was billed as a multi-cultural 
festival with no pirates. It pretty much 
flopped. 
After the Super Bowl, the Ye Mystic 
Krewe agreed to accept black members 
and the next year the annual parade 
returned. When the Super Bowl XXXV 
was held in Tampa, the parade was held 
game weekend with the largest crowd in 
history - 750,000. 
Today, over 50 Krewes participate in the 
parade. At this point, no one really cares 
if Jose Gaspar really existed. His legend 
is a great excuse for a citywide party. 
That is all that really matters. This year’s 
Invasion is January 26.
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WINTERFEST IS BACK
Calvary Episcopal Church is planning a full day of family 
fun at the 13th Annual Winterfest on the Rocks, Saturday, 
February 17th from 10am to 4 pm.
The Clearwater High Marine ROTC Color Guard kicks off 
the shopping at Arts and Crafts booths, Patriotic Pet Parade, 
Silent Auction, and enjoy the sounds of Scottish Bag Pipers, 
a Steel Band, Jazz Band and Dulcimer Players. Add to this 
the Church Ladies’ Bake Sale and fun kid’s activities -- two 
blocks of 1st Street bustling with over 50 vendors!
Top all this with a raffle for a new Elle Coast 12 ft. Angler 
Kayak, Pelican Paddle, Anchor kit and Cooler, also a Livery 
Sport Life Jacket from all from Watersports West, Largo. 
Munch as you go on treats from Guppy’s Restaurant and 
Slyce Pizza. This is in addition to hot dogs, pulled pork 
sandwiches and popcorn. Beverages include beer, wine, 
soda and coffee. 
For the popular Patriotic Pet Parade, which begins at 
Noon, pet owners dress their pets in red, white and blue. 
Registration begins at 10am, no entry fee, and there will 
be prizes.
Call 727-595-2374 for additional information or visit 
https://www.calvaryirb.org/winterfest.

2019  BEACH WALK/WALK
A Clearwater Beach tradition is ready to launch. Chapel-by-
the-Sea and Religious Community Services (RCS) will kick 
off the 10th Annual Beach Walk/Walk on Sat. February 2, 
2019. Chapel-by-the-Sea and RCS partner to raise funds 
to provide food and services for the less fortunate residents 
in Pinellas County. Last year the RCS Food Bank and The 
Haven for Domestic Violence served over 165,000 needy 
people. Since its inception in 2010, the Beach Walk/Walk 
has raised over $100,000 in support of RCS’s activities.
The Palm Pavilion launches the event with registration at 
7:30 am and the starting lineup at 8:30 am. A sumptuous 
pancake breakfast provided by Clear Sky Café follows 
the race back at the Chapel. Many local merchants and 
residents contribute to the event as sponsors as well as 
donating to the Walk’s Super Silent Auction.  
The cost is $30 for pre-registered walkers, $10 for those 
ages 6-18. The family maximum is $75. You may 
pre-register online at Chapel by the Sea or pick up a form 
from the church. 
Contact Chapel-By-The-Sea, 727.446.0430 for information, 
or visit chapelbythesea.net for Registration Forms.

LITTLE LEAGUE 
Little League in Indian Rocks Beach wrapped up its Fall/
Winter Program and is starting Spring Ball. Registration is 
open. 
The Little League needs volunteers, coaches and financial 
help. You can sponsor a team or buy a sign in the outfield. 
Send an email to Info@WestPinellasLittleLeague.com to 
get the details. Because of their 2018 sponsors, they were 
able to complete Phase One of the Clubhouse renovations 
and improvements. 
They would like to give a special thank you to the Indian 
Rocks Homeowners Assn. for their sizable donation 
towards refurbishing the batting cages. 
Little League is for boys and girls, ages 4-16. For more 
information visit www.WestPinellasLittleLeague.org. Follow 
their news on their web site and FaceBook. Call President 
and Coach Kenny Wright, at 409-5024. 
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ANOTHER YEAR, AND MORE CHALLENGES IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY… 
By Tom Smith 
Owner of GHD Construction Services
Hard to believe that 2019 is now here, 
and Santa is back at the North Pole resting 
up for next year. Spring is just around 
the corner, and many families that come 
through our model center each year have 
now decided that it’s time to build their 
dream home here along the Pinellas 
beach communities. Again, new home 
costs have increased due to inflation and 
supply & demand, and unfortunately in 

2019 it is predicted that another round of increases will take 
place, now due to FEMA changes after Hurricane Michael. The 
new federal regulations are not in place yet, so at least for this 
season these costs will not affect new home pricing, but certainly 
will for the following year.
After the devastating pictures that we all saw in Mexico Beach 
after Michael, it only stands to reason that the building industry 
cannot be allowed to construct homes using yesterday’s codes. 
When the big one hits Pinellas, we will see the same devastation 
from the existing homes built decades ago. It’s been 97 years 
since a direct hit hurricane came ashore in Pinellas County, but 
the odds are very probable of course. I hope to have 25 to 30 
years left to chase my grandchildren around, and I hope that I 
do not witness a Pinellas direct hit, but the odds are probably 
going to catch up to us.
Specifically, the talk in the industry is that FEMA will enact even 
stronger standards for homes, for new construction and major 
remodeling. Some beach jurisdictions themselves are enacting 
even more stringent codes than FEMA requires. The so called 

“50% Rule” may become history, so remodeling homes using 
this loophole may go the way of the dinosaurs. I can’t say I’m 
against that, seeing that if/when the storm comes, those family 
dollars now being spent for remodeling will be wasted as they 
will then be required to start over with an elevated home, at 
tomorrows costs. 
It’s also predicted that this tourist season, a record number 
of snowbirds will become homeowners along the beach 
communities. I personally enjoy seeing the new homes being 
constructed here by various builders in the many Pinellas 
communities. And thankfully, these newly constructed homes will 
weather the storm, being constructed under newer stricter codes 
to protect the homeowners investment. Then too, these families 
that are now constructing new homes will appreciate many years 
of family enjoyment living in a new more modern home, as 
well as the peace of mind knowing the security of a new home, 
raised above the flood plain and constructed with today’s more 
stringent standards. 
GHD Coastal Homes, a division of GHD Construction Services, 
Inc., is now offering very attractive townhouses within easy 
walking distance, 1 block from the beach, from under $500,000. 
Of course, each are constructed with today’s stringent Florida 
Building Codes as well as elevated to FEMA required elevations. 
Come by our “Key West” home for details.
GHD Construction Services, Inc. has constructed 6,500 homes since 
1971, and announces our GHD Coastal Homes for the Pinellas 
Beaches. Come visit our “Key West” Home at 239 144th Ave. N, 
Madeira Beach. If you have any questions pertaining to new home 
construction, feel free to come by the GHD model, call at (727) 954-
8345, or email to: tweisser@ghdcsi.com. Meanwhile, look us up on 
our web site at www.GHDCoastalHomes.com.
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VENETIAN CARNIVAL COMES TO 
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

By: Barbara Parker
The Venice Carnival is a centuries old tradition and one 
of the world’s most famous carnivals starts in Italy and 
the Beach Art Center on February 16, 2019. The Carnival 
which is famous for bringing music, rhythm and joy to the 
banks of Cannaregio has found its way to the shores of 
Indian Rocks Beach! On February 16, from 7 to 10pm 
the Beach Art Center’s annual Gala and Auction/Fund 
Raiser’s theme is Venetian Carnival. 
The Venetian Carnival is most famous for its distinctive 
masks and costumes. As in Venice, the BAC invites you 
to attend the Carnival wearing the elaborate costumes 
and masks of your pleasure. There are several different 
styles of masks that are worn during the Venice Carnival. 
The Bauta Mask was usually worn by men covers the 
whole face, with a stubborn chin line, no mouth, and 
lots of gilding; the Colombina Mask which is a half-mask 
covering the eyes, nose, and upper cheeks and is thought 
to be a modern creation as there are no historic paintings 
depicting its use; and the most bizarre and recognizable 
of the Venetian masks, the Plague Doctor Mask which has 
a bird-like beak to protect the plague doctor from being 
infected by the disease, which they believed was airborne. 
Venetian masks can be made of leather, porcelain or using 
the original glass technique. Today, most Italian masks 
are made with gold leaves and are hand-painted using 
natural feathers and gems for decoration.
Which Mask will you wear to our Venetian Carnival? 
Tickets are limited so get yours today. Your tickets for the 
Venetian Carnival can be purchased at the Beach Art 
Center or on line at www.beachartcenter.org. The Beach 
Art Center, a 501c3 not for profit organization, is located 
at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd in Indian Rocks Beach. 

211 TAMPA BAY CARES
211 Tampa Bay Cares is a non-profit organization.  Our 
mission is “Creating connections through the power of 
information, innovation, and hope.”
211 provides the only free, confidential, multi-lingual, 
24-hour dialing code 2-1-1 for access to information, 
assessment, referrals, crisis intervention and connections 
to health and human services.  
You can access a 211 specialist in the following three 
ways, you can dial 211, text your zip code to 898211, 
download our free “211 Connects” app to search our 211 
database, or search the 211 contact center database of 
local charities at www.211tampabay.org and select “Need 
Help” for services.
211 Tampa Bay Cares is accredited with the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline answering suicide calls. 211 
Specialists are certified by the Florida Council Against 
Sexual Violence to answer sexual assault calls and 
211 Tampa Bay Cares is accredited by the Alliance of 
Information and Referral Systems (AIRS.)
211 specialists provide information and help accessing 
a multitude of services including but not limited to basic 
human needs such as food banks, clothing, financial 
assistance, utility assistance, physical and mental health 
resources, crisis intervention services, support groups, 
counseling, drug/alcohol intervention, children’s health 
insurance programs, employment support, support for 
older Americans and persons with disabilities, support for 
children, youth and families, volunteer opportunities.
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TRASH TALK…RECYCLING NEEDS OUR HELP
By Dan L. Hummel

Recycled materials and trash should 
look very different from each 
other, but for years they have been 

converging. 
That’s the observation of the National 
Recycling Coalition (NRC), a non–
profit organization that is focused on 
the promotion and enhancement of 
recycling in the United States. Up to 
20 percent of materials collected for 
recycling are not recyclables. Combine 
that variable with the fact that much of 
what is collected now is contaminated. 
These factors have caused 
China, the world’s leading 
recyclables buyer, to launch 
an embargo on U.S. 
recycling imports. So, in 
most cases, what used to 
be sold to China and other 
processors as a revenue 
generator for most cities and 
counties, has now turned 
into a cost. 
Sarah Herzig, a Solid 
Waste Technician for 
Pinellas County, explained, 
“Recycling in Pinellas County 
is collected by municipalities 
and private haulers. The 
materials are taken to local 
Material Recovery Facilities 
(MRFs) for sorting. After 
sorting, recyclable materials 
are sold to processors and 
manufacturers. However, 
the value of these materials 
fluctuate and there is a 
significant cost for the 
collection of the material, 
staff, and equipment to sort 
the materials. Recycling 
would not be sustainable for 
the companies that collect 
it without charging a fee to 
customers.”
Pinellas County is proactive 
on education relative to recycling. 
Stephanie Watson, Program Supervisor 
of Recycling Outreach and Programs, 
stated that Pinellas County has been 
providing education to county residents 
on proper recycling for many years, 
including the explanation of what 
contamination is. 
The city of Clearwater values recycling, 
but like many other municipalities, 
is struggling with what is called the 
“single stream” process. This particular 
way of recycling began in 2013 and 
allows all recyclables to be collected 
together, and then sorted later at a 
central location. Before that, each 
type of recycled materials like paper, 

cardboard, metal, plastic, and glass 
were separated by the consumer, and 
then taken to a sorting facility. 
Sheridan Boyle, Recycling Specialist for 
Clearwater, said, “While the materials 
sent to the sorting facility were much 
cleaner prior to the single stream 
process being introduced, there was 
not a lot of recycling participation 
because it was more labor intensive 
for consumers. Once all recyclables 
were permitted to be placed in a 
single box, consumer participation 
greatly increased. However, so did 
the contamination, and the number of 

non-recyclables in the box.” 
Boyle hopes that education can 
change that. The city has launched 
a comprehensive marketing plan 
with direct mail and posters to teach 
consumers the best way to prepare their 
recyclables for pickup. She continued, 
“A lot of people want to talk about 
recycling and that is a good thing. The 
key is to help them prepare it better for 
us prior to pick up.” 
Boyle goes on to say that plastic grocery 
bags, Styrofoam and food waste 
are the three biggest culprits when 
it comes to recycling. Placing any of 
these three items into the recycle carts 

greatly contributes to the problem, and 
eventually increases contamination 
and costs for local governments.
In Indian Rocks Beach, recycling is 
voluntary, but the City encourages 
everyone to do so. Public Services 
Director Dean Scharmen states, “We 
are in the process of trying to make it 
easier to recycle by introducing new 65 
gallon ‘recycle carts on wheels.’ The 
carts will be available in early 2019 
and will include specific information 
on proper recycling.” Scharmen says 
that a direct mail program will precede 
the rollout of the new recycle carts. 

“We are hopeful to make 
this voluntary program as 
easy as possible so that 
residents will participate and 
do it correctly,” Scharmen 
continued. In Indian Rocks 
Beach, recycles are picked 
up weekly by an outside 
contractor, and the cost 
for this service is included 
in each residents’ monthly 
garbage fee. 
In the city of St. Petersburg, 
recycling contamination is 
not as widespread as it is 
in other municipalities. Jeff 
Donnel, Special Projects 
Manager for St. Petersburg, 
attributes this to two things. 
First, their program was 
introduced just three years 
ago with a significant amount 
of education. Secondly, St. 
Petersburg does their own 
collection rather than hiring 
a third party to do so. Donnel 
noted that, “If our drivers see 
a lot of contamination in the 
recyclable materials, they tag 
the bin so that the consumer 
has an opportunity to remedy 
the problem. Once they do, 
we have a truck stop back 
again for pickup.” The driver 

also has the option of requesting that 
an inspector visit with the homeowner 
to help them better understand the 
recycling process. 
Like others, St. Petersburg continues 
to focus on education. Besides using 
traditional marketing like direct mail, 
the city also attends many area events to 
build awareness for proper recycling. It 
is the city’s goal to strive for continuous 
improvement in their recycle program.
It is everyone’s responsibility to 
recycle. Separate your trash from the 
recyclables and take the time to do it 
correctly. Be more than a trash talker…
recycle!
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CLEARWATER GAS SYSTEM 
EXTENDS NATURAL GAS LINES 

ON HARBOR DRIVE NORTH
Clearwater Gas System is extending natural gas lines within 
the Harbor Drive North neighborhood via our System-wide 
Neighborhood Expansion Program (SNEP). The program 
provides natural gas service to all qualifying homeowners 
that desire natural gas as an energy source. To qualify, a 
gas water heater (purchased from Clearwater Gas) must be 
installed plus one additional gas line hook-up (gas range, 
gas dryer, gas barbecue, gas pool heater, etc).
Overall, natural gas cost about 66% less to operate 
compared to electric energy. To help offset the gas 
installation conversion costs; Clearwater Gas System 
offers the following energy conservation allowances when 
converting from electric to natural gas energy:
   Gas Appliance  Allowance Amount
   Tank/Tankless Water Heater   $525/$675
   Heating     $725
   Range/Dryer     $200/$150
Please note that homeowners choosing to participate in 
our natural gas main extension project are subject to pay 
applicable residential installation piping fees/charges 
based upon Clearwater Gas System’s established rates 
and fees for natural gas service. Visit clearwatergas.com 
for general information on the benefits of natural gas and 
how gas energy is used in residential applications.
When using natural gas energy, benefits include increased 
home value, comfort, reliability and savings, which makes 
it easy to see why more than 70% of homeowners prefer 
natural gas energy. Harbor Drive residents interested in 
converting to natural gas, may contact Jason King, Gas 
Residential Representative, at (727) 562-4980, x7453 or 
email: Jason.king@clearwatergas.com.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
We all have a gift. 
I am choosing the 
Gift of Helping in 
whatever comes 
my way in 2019. 
There will be plenty 
of opportunities 
to help in our 
community. 
We will hold 
Visioning Sessions 
discussing Gulf 
Boulevard and the 
Business District 
where everyone 
will have an 
opportunity to share and participate.
The Undergrounding of Utilities will begin on Gulf Boulevard. 
Our Beach Accesses will have several improvements with 
new signage and bicycle parking. Two new Pickle Ball courts 
will be installed and there will be renovations to the Historical 
Museum. 
One of the many great success stories of 2018 was the 
Women Of IRB TEA. We learned there is power in sharing 
with one another and we are stronger together. Looking 
forward to where our Women of IRB TEA takes us in 2019.
So, while contemplating your gift  be filled with hope. We live 
in an awesome community.
 Happy New Year! Cookie Kennedy  
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Organizational News...
BEACH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY (BCFP)
Submitted David Kline BCFP Director 
As 2019 begins, we at the Beach Community Food Pantry are 
extremely proud of our accomplishments last year. Our biggest 
source of pride is we continue to serve those in our surrounding 
communities who are routinely challenged with food insecurity. 
We have over 200 clients who visit BCFP monthly and we currently 
serve over 800 total family members each month.
Our dedicated volunteer base helped our Management Team: 
• Serve our clients during open hours 
• Maintain our flow of incoming inventory
• Make the weekly trip to our retail and wholesale food suppliers 
• Receive, sort and package our monthly USDA inventory 
•Receive and sort the various organizational and private food

donations from the Postal Service, Country Day School, City 
of Indian Shores and North Redington Beach, Publix Food for 
Sharing and others

• Staff our fundraising - Fabulous Fish Fry, Taste of IRB and Beachfest
• Staff our external PR opportunities at Greenfest, Indian Shores 
St. Pats festival and Action 2000 Oktoberfest.
We hosted our first ever Fabulous Fish Fry, on October 20 in the 
Parish Hall. Our friends at Crabby Bill’s donated their product 
and services to prepare and serve the meal to 125 guests. It 
is planned that Crabby’s will support another ‘FFF’ in April of 
2019. Thank you to the Loder family for your support!
With Crabby Bill’s, Beggin’s/Century 21 RE sponsored a 
Thanksgiving turkey drive that realized over 150 turkeys and 
$300 in donations. We distributed over 200 turkeys to our clients 
for Thanksgiving and over 200 hams/turkeys for Christmas.
BCFP Management Team initiated a crowd funding campaign 
to raise $17,000 to purchase a used cargo van for inventory 
transportation and external event staging. Since BCFP’s 
beginning, we have relied on our volunteers and their vehicles. 
We exceeded our goal and raised $20,000 for the purchase of 
an almost-new Nissan that has proven to be a great asset to our 
operation.
We continue to collaborate with the Rotary Club of IRB, with 
the funding and distribution of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Department and Publix to distribute over 50 complete turkey 
dinners to various members of the community who are challenged 
to enjoy a special meal for Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We have initiated a relationship with the Richard O. Jacobson 
Technical HS in Seminole. They will be sponsoring a food 
donation drive for pet food, which is always in short supply. 
FRIENDS OF THE INDIAN ROCKS BEACH LIBRARY 
Submitted Michelle Gardner 
Volunteers are needed for morning shifts of 10am-1:30pm and 
afternoon shifts of 1:30pm-5pm from Monday to Friday and 
from 10am-1pm on Saturdays to help with customer service 
and various library-related tasks. Training will be provided. You 
can pick up an application at the IRB Library or call 596-1822.
The Friends of the Indian Rocks Beach Library is accepting 
contributions for the purchase of recognition bricks to be 
installed in a new walkway and seating area approaching the 
front door of the Indian Rocks Beach Library. The engraved 
bricks measure 4-in. x 8-in., with up to 3 lines, with 18 
characters on each line. Single bricks are $100 and Double 
bricks for $200 that will offer twice the characters and lines of 
the single. 
Pick up a donation form at the Library, 1507 Bay Palm Blvd., or 
download it at www.indian-rocks-beach.com/irb_library.php. 
Follow us on Facebook: Friends of Indian Rocks Beach Library.
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INDIAN ROCKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Submitted Terry Hamilton Wollin
At The Indian Rocks Beach Historical Society general meeting 
in November the following officers were elected - Hon.Terry 
Hamilton Wollin is the new president and will serve a two-year 
term, as will re-elected officers Carol McGlaughlin as Vice 
President, and Nancy Ayers as Treasurer. Sue Taylor will serve as 
the new secretary. 
A primary goal of the society is to raise its profile in the community. 
“We are not a service organization, but rather a community asset,” 
according to Hamilton-Wollin. We need to raise awareness about 
our mission and will be rolling out new programs. January 28 at 
2PM we will have the first of 3 afternoon talks - “History on the 
Rocks.”The speaker will be Bob Griffin 
The talks will be monthly in January, February, and March, held at 
the museum , located at Second Street and Fourth Avenue (across 
from the IRB Post Office.) “History on the Rocks” talks, hosted by a 
local historian, are free and open to the public. Light refreshments 
will provided by our partner, Crabby Bill’s.
BEACH ARTS CENTER
Submitted by Barbara Parker
The Beach Art Center extends a warm “welcome back” to our 
winter membership! We are excited to share all the wonderful 
growth and development that has taken place since your last 
visit. If you’ve been following us on social media, you’ve seen 
that our building underwent a wonderful exterior renovation 
this summer, during which classes and kids camp flourished, 
and our membership has grown. 
Our gift shop is thriving and is known as a great place to 
get locally created art. If you can’t make up your mind, we 
have Gift Certificates available for purchase, so please stop 
by today. It is open 9am – 4pm Monday – Friday and during 
special events. 
Classes -Art on the Rocks – Weekend Workshops
This winter season we have a complete complement of classes, 
limited series art sessions and Art on the Rocks events for both 
adults and families, as well as outstanding weekend workshops, 
offering amazing learning opportunities with Award-Winning 
Artists. Workshops scheduled to date:
  • Tom Lynch – Watercolor Secrets- January 25-27
  • Carl Dalio – Energized Watercolor – March 8-10
  • John Clayton – Color Boot Camp – March 29-31
  • Chris Brandley – Painting Alla Prima Style – April 26-28
We have classes for beginner artists or those wishing 
to experiment in a new medium. We also offer special 
workshops to expand the skills and creativity of even the most 
accomplished artists. And most importantly you can also come 
here to just have fun with friends! Check out all our classes 
and get registration information by going to our website, 
beachartcenter.org. 
We are very proud of our selection of pottery, watercolor, 
intermediate oil painting, mixed media, and acrylic classes 
as well as new sessions offering Jewelry Making, Drawing, 
Beginners Pottery, Beginner Oil Painting and much more!
Our gallery openings have continued to draw crowds, with the 
Holiday Show being the largest to date. Upcoming Art Exhibits 
& Gallery Openings include:
• January 18, Friday -  My Happy Place
• March 1, Friday – Faculty – Student Show
• April 12, Friday – Artist Choice
• May 13, Friday – Children’s Show
We invite you to join us on each date, from 6:00p – 8:00p, 
for our free Open House and Artist Meet & Greet. 
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FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott 
Welcome to all pups and their owners to the new year! There’s 
been lots of new visitors to the IRB Dog Park as we move 
towards the busiest time of the year. 
The signs about curbing your canine from loud barking to not 
disturb neighbors have been moved from the north back fence 
to the south fence. With a new year let’s resolve to keep the 
noise to a minimum. We know that man’s best friend often likes 
to bark, even in a playful manner, but it can be very upsetting 
to the neighbors. 
Please also include in your dog park resolutions to help keep 
the area clean and to help to supply us with grocery and poop 
bags. For those who have been away or new to the area, the 
park is closed every Thursday for regular maintenance as well 
as pest control, as required. 
Soon it will be time for the annual Winterfest held at Calvary 
Episcopal Church, 1615 First Street. This festival includes a “dog 
parade,” formerly called a pet parade. It’s always a hugely 
popular event and will include prizes for best patriotic costume, 
most friendly pooch and the esteemed Mr. & Ms. Winterfest. 
Mark Saturday, February 16th on your calendar. More specifics 
about registration and time will be posted later this month on 
the bulletin board inside the dog park. Happy Tails To You!
GREENTOWN KIDS
Submitted Allie DeVore 
GreenTown Kids, Indian Rocks Beach’s kid-centered 
environmental nonprofit, hosted a Community Recycling 
Meeting in November. The first of its kind, it was held at 
IRB City Hall. The meeting was open to the community and 
neighbors and aimed to educate residents on the right way to 
recycle and to provide a forum to get the facts out about the 
city’s current and future recycling program. 
Ultimately GreenTown Kids hopes this information helps 
their town recycle right and get more of their trash into the 
recycling facility as opposed to the landfill. 
The group plans to hold this informational meeting annually 
to educate residents and help keep IRB green. GreenTown 
Kids created a comprehensive recycling handout on what 
can and cannot be recycled in Pinellas County, which is 
available by emailing: greentownkids@gmail.com. Their 
2018 recycling initiative will culminate in a fun hands-on 
learning presentation for their kid members in January.
2018 was an amazing first year for GreenTown Kids, here 
in IRB! Our organization was met with wonderful support 
from the city, our residents, local businesses, and nearby 
friends. We grew to over 80 members with kids of all ages 
and their families. Our greenies learned about planting 
trees, gardening, composting, sea turtles, picking up trash 
in the environment, and recycling. We hosted a Community 
Composting Event and a Community Recycling Meeting. Our 
kids got out in nature, cleaned our beach, grew vegetables in 
the community garden, experienced Seine Netting, learned 
about sustainability and our environment, and had lots of 
fun along the way! We’re excited for 2019 as we take on new 
initiatives and continue to inspire our kids and community 
to keep our town green. Thanks to our members and all 
who support us! Become a member with a Family Annual 
Membership for $20, e-mail greentownkids@gmail.com. 

ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH (A2K)
Submitted by Julie Hoofnagle 
Happy New Year!
2019 marks the 20th anniversary of IRB Action 2000! Born 
out of City Visioning Sessions in the late 1990s, we have 
been working hard to preserve and beautify our quaint beach 
community. Gifts from our Oktoberfest sponsors, grants and 
collaborative efforts have enabled our successful projects. 
You can see recent changes across IRB – 10th Ave Mini Park, 
butterfly gardens, handsome pedestrian shelters, historical 
signage, preservation plaques, beach libraries, The IRB 
Entrance Sign and pergola at the Pocket Park and the new 
landscaping and fence at the County Park at the 17th & 18th 
Avenue beach accesses.
Our work is not done. We plan to continue our major 
projects but are also preparing the next steps to support 
the City Visioning Sessions and the development of the 
Comprehensive Master Plan that will guide the City’s future 
growth and development. We welcome you to join us at our 
monthly meetings the second Monday of the month at the 
Beach Arts Center at 6:30 pm and learn how you can be a 
part of making a difference in IRB. 
Here are some short-term session highlights:
• January 14: monthly meeting, Beach Arts Center, 6:30pm
• January 19: Service Saturday, 10th Ave mini park tree
   trimming and weeding, 9 to 11am
• February 11: monthly meeting, Beach Arts Center, 5:30pm
    social and 6:30pm meeting
• February 23: Service Saturday, County Park weeding, 
   trimming, mulch, 9 to 11am
For more information visit our website at www.irbaction2000.
com and follow us on Facebook at Action2000IRB.
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Lee Miller, Librarian
Story Time with Miss Lee, for kids ages 1 through 5, is now 
scheduled on FRIDAY mornings at 11 am. Join us for songs, 
finger plays and a story. For more information, please contact 
the Library at 727-596-1822 .
THE ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
Last month was the 20th anniversary of the club’s charter. 
Original planning meetings were held in the now closed “The 
Gathering” restaurant in Sabala Plaza Largo. Original charter 
members were:  Brian Demuth, Paul Burns, Gary Polansky, Pat 
Marzulli, Chris Smaridge, Beverly Breske, Randy Hendricks, Lou 
Gregor, Peri Craven, Rick Walker
The Big Game Raffle: December 9th was the drawing for our 
Big Game Raffle fund-raiser held at Slyce Pizza. Thank you to 
all that participated! The winners were: 
  Grand Prize:     John Coxon, Lindsay Ontario
  Second Prize:    Helen Fegley, Clearwater, FL
  Third Prize:      Zac Summitt, Chicago, IL
  Fourth Prize:     Bob Cadzow, Seminole, FL
Holiday Meals Project: The Holiday Meals program provides 
Thanksgiving and other holiday dinners to needy families in 
Pinellas County. Partners making this possible are the Rotary 
Club of Indian Rocks Beach, The Beach Community Food 
Pantry, Pinellas County Sheriff Officers Community Policing Unit, 
the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue, and Publix. A big thanks to 
all the volunteers that make the meal deliveries happen!
New Members: Please welcome our newest members: Tom 
Buonasera, Karen Schmautz, Cheryl Schulz, Emily Schulz, and 
Earl Wertheim.
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