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   Trade Point Atlantic 

Momentum is building at the former Sparrows Point Terminal. Tradepoint  

Atlantic was announced as the new name for the industrial and logistics  

complex, even though for most of us it will always be known as “The Point.” 

The company also revealed a new logo, which symbolizes the property's  

railway, land, and water access. The new design also pays homage to the Star of 

Bethlehem, which ornamented Bethlehem Steel's L Blast Furnace prior to  

demolition. Tradepoint Atlantic also announced this month that FedEx will be 

building a warehouse on the property. There is a renewed sense of hope that we 

can be that economic engine for the region that we used to be, and we have  

every reason to be optimistic about our future. Estimates say that the site could 

bring about 10,000 new jobs to the area. On March 7th, I attended a roundtable 

on 21st Century ports at Tradepoint Atlantic. The event was hosted by the White 

House and attended by Fortune 500 companies, high-ranking federal officials 

and three cabinet secretaries. The magnitude of the effort by Tradepoint Atlantic 

is putting our corner of Baltimore county on the global stage. We were a leading 

economic hub once, and we will be again. I will continue to do what I can in my role to facilitate further success.  

 

Vets Bill 

On February 1st, the Baltimore County Council unanimously voted to pass bill 1-16, that protects veterans from  

discrimination in housing and hiring practices, as well as enables veterans to be a preferred housing class. The bill removes 

restrictions and allows property owners and sellers to offer housing as "Veterans only.” Nearly half a million veterans live 

in Maryland, with about 55,000 residing in Baltimore County, the second most of all of Maryland's counties. As vets  

return home, they face enormous challenges in their transition to civilian life. Veteran's Affairs benefits are stretched thin, 

so the challenges to assist our heroes fall on the shoulders of nonprofit groups who help with issues such as adjustment to 

the civilian workforce, combat related disabilities…Housing is largely unaddressed by these veterans organizations or the 

VA itself, and I am proud to be the lead sponsor of Bill 1-16. I am also proud to honor Mr. Alfred E. Clasing with this bill. 

Al was decorated veteran and a dedicated advocate who passed away in December. 

 

Board of Public Works 

On January 27th, I testified before the Board of Public Works advocating 

for the use of state money to fund portable air conditioning for Baltimore 

County schools. The Board voted unanimously for the change in policy, 

which still needs to be reviewed by state lawmakers before it may take 

effect. There are thirty five schools in Baltimore County without air  

conditioning. Eleven of those, almost one-third, are in our district. Our 

kids deserve better. How many more years should they have to wait? 

Sometimes a temporary fix is the right thing to do, and when it comes to 

creating an environment conducive to learning, you should look at every 

option.  
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Community Leaders Brunch 

On January 16th we hosted a district-wide community leaders meeting. On a nice Saturday                                         

morning, nearly 50 people  turned out from all corners of the district to hear, and to be heard. I 

highlighted accomplishments of the past year and took several questions on a variety of issues. I 

also presented Baltimore County Police Officer George Mussini with an award to recognize his 

recent off-duty incident in Union Station DC where he protected the public from a man armed 

with a knife. Throughout the morning of the 16th, the various issues and conversations changed, 

but one thing was common: the renewed sense of hope as we look to the future and a return to 

real prosperity. When I took office, our goal was to empower communities and unify the district. 

We are seeing different groups working together and taking initiative. The results are evident; 

proud neighborhoods and productive communities.  

 

Snow Removal & DPW heroes 

We had a truly historic snow storm in January. All things considered, the 7th district was well taken care of by the men 

and women of DPW and SHA. I saw things from inside the command center in Towson. The county fielded thousands of 

emails and phone calls over a 4 day period; a truly staggering amount. In some cases, county DPW employees had not 

gone home in days. Contractors were brought in from as far away as Florida and New York state to help with the crisis. 

Our county roads crews did an exceptional job of getting things under control given the conditions and severity of this  

record-breaking storm, and I’d like to commend them for their dedication. 

 

Comprehensive Zoning Map Process 

Every four years, Baltimore County undergoes a process that 

examines land use and zoning classifications across the  

county. The Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) is 

currently underway, and you may have received a letter or seen 

signs posted throughout the 7th District about suggested zoning 

changes. In 2015, I co-sponsored legislation which expanded the 

Neighborhood Commons (NC) zoning classification to include 

County property. My intention then, as it is now, is to use the 

NC classification to prevent the development of parkland and 

open space. Our office identified over 900 acres of parks and 

open space, many currently zoned for residential development, 

and submitted these properties for CZMP review so I could  

ultimately apply the NC classification in an effort to preserve 

this land for generations to come. Unfortunately, some of the  

letters and signs the County put out are confusing and have caused concern that our parks and open space are in jeopardy. 

They are not. I am not aware of any plans to develop parks. Rest assured, I am seeking to add a layer of protection from 

development on these areas and I am using the County Council’s land use authority to do so. As we look to a prosperous 

future, we should have the final say and control over how our neighborhoods enter that future. While we may have lost 

some of our past with the closing of Bethlehem Steel, GM and others, we won't lose our family gathering places to unnec-

essary development while we rebuild, redevelop, and renew. 
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