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Organize a 

Neighborhood SWARM Patrol 

this summer to make your outdoor activities 

safer and more enjoyable! 

Reduce mosquito annoyance in your backyard and in your 

neighborhood and the risk of mosquito-borne disease by eliminat-

ing sites around the outside of the house that serve as habitat for 

mosquito larvae.  All mosquito larvae need standing water to de-

velop.  As little as one-half inch of water in a discarded can or con-

tainer will support dozens of mosquitoes. 



Clean rain gutters to allow water to flow freely. 

Remove old tires or drill drainage holes in tires used on 

playgrounds. 

Store plastic wading pools inside or turn them upside 

down when not in use. 

Turn over or remove clay pots and plastic containers. 

Remove empty beverage containers, discarded toys, 

even plastic wrappers, which can retain small amounts 

of water. 

Check for trapped water in plastic or canvas tarps used 

to cover boats, pools, etc.  Arrange the tarp to drain the 

water. 

Pump out bilges in boats.  Store canoes and small boats 

upside down. 

Replace water in bird baths at least twice a week. 

Remove pet food and water dishes that are not being 

used. 

Flush livestock water troughs twice a week. 

Don’t leave garbage can lids lying upside down.  Be sure 

water does not collect in the bottom of garbage cans. 

Flush water in the bottom of plant holders twice a week. 

Fix dripping outside water faucets. 

Check around construction sites or do-it-yourself im-

provements to ensure that proper backfilling and grading 

prevent drainage problems. 



Avoid areas of high mosquito infestation. 

Avoid unnecessary outdoor activities at dawn 

and dusk when mosquitoes are most active. 

Wear long pants, long-sleeve shirt and hat 

when outdoors. 

Use mosquito repellents according to product 

label directions. 

Restrict the outdoor play of your children if 

mosquitoes are present. 

Drain all water-holding outdoor containers 

around the home. 

Inspect basements and crawl spaces for 

flooding; if necessary, drain immediately. 

 

*The very young, the elderly and persons with de-

pressed immune systems are at most risk for acquiring 

disease from mosquito bites. 



MDA Mosquito Control Program 

The Maryland Department of Agriculture cooperates with local governments to con-

duct mosquito control activities.  Control programs are county/community-oriented 

and usually are conducted on a cost-sharing basis.  Requests for a control program 

must come from an official of the local community.  With such a request, we can: 

Survey your area to locate mosquito-producing sites. 

Provide your community with cost estimates for mosquito control. 

Help your community control mosquitoes. 

For further information or assistance, contact the Maryland Department of Agricul-

ture Mosquito Control regional office serving your area as listed below: 

 Annapolis      410-841-5870 

 Central & Western Maryland    301-422-5080 

 Baltimore City/County   1-877-425-6485 

 Eastern Shore       410-543-6626 

 Southern Maryland      301-373-4263/4264 

Maryland Department of Agriculture 

50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

Annapolis, MD  21401 


