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          “Our Lenten Quest”     
         

 

 

 

 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” – Luke 19:38 

  

               On April 10 we will celebrate Palm Sunday.  It is Jesus’ joyful 
procession into Jerusalem as the righteous ruler with his faithful 
followers.  In many ways that event is a good image of the Christian life, 
the grand climax of the anxious journey to Jerusalem that has been our 
Lenten theme. Yes, there are surprising twists and turns along the way. 
We must learn to share the load as we follow Jesus to establish God’s 
reign.   

But we will learn that the great procession into the kingdom does 
not stop with Palm Sunday. It continues with the conflicts of Holy Week. 
We’ll face more surprising turns, betrayals leading to a trial, a brutal 
crucifixion and a sad burial on Good Friday.  Then the procession seems 
to stand still and faint in the shock and grief of Holy Saturday.   

But the journey hasn’t really stopped. It takes another 
unexpected, dramatic turn on Easter morning.  Suddenly we find 
ourselves facing out again, moving away from the center that was 
Jerusalem. If you have experienced Jesus’ resurrection, you will want to 
journey back into the dispersed regions of your life to share the 
experience with others.  

That is one way of thinking about and walking the labyrinth. It is a 
three-part journey, the journey in, encountering the risen Lord, and the 
journey out.  

 

 
Our Vision: 

 

To be a light on a hill for our 
community (Matthew 5:14). 
 

Our Mission: 
 

We are called to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
 

Our Values: 
 

We reaffirm our values as a multi-
cultural and inclusive community 
united in the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. George Martzen, Pastor 
 gmartzen@gmail.com 

Kris Taniguchi, Organist 
 ktani28@hotmail.com 

Julie Quezada, E-Thymes Editor 
 sagegranadapark@gmail.com 

Julie Quezada, Admin Assistant 
 sagegranadapark@gmail.com 

                  April 2022 E-Thymes 
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I am very happy for the Eagle Scout project that installed a labyrinth on the front lawn. There are 
many different types of labyrinths.  Ours is a seven-course, classical or Cretan labyrinth.  This is not like a 
maze, which can have multiple pathways and dead-ends.  For the labyrinth, there is only one way in and out. 
Labyrinths have been used for centuries by many different traditions, but Christians have used it for prayer 
and virtual pilgrimage.  You may walk it any time.  

While Sage Granada Park is seeking to open up more activities, we must be mindful of new Covid 
variants.  So, I am making a cautious invitation to our Holy Week events.   

Come for Palm Sunday, if you feel safe coming out.  We will act out Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, while 
also remembering his crucifixion.  Midweek Bible study will take a break that week (April 13).  

Good Friday is April 15. This year we can join the virtual Good Friday service at 7 p.m. put on by the 
National Japanese America United Methodist Caucus. I will be speaking on one of the Seven Last Words of 
Jesus.  The YouTube link will be sent as the date approaches.   

The Saturday before Easter might seem like a nice time to take off, but I encourage you to reserve it 
as Holy Saturday, to all the saints gathered around Jesus in the tomb, awaiting the resurrection.   

April 17 will begin with the Easter Breakfast at 8 a.m.  If you normally worship online but would like 
to have breakfast please let the office know.  No matter how challenging your journey has been, let us join 
together for a glorious Easter, in-person or online. In-person worship will be at 10 a.m. with the choir 
leading us with two anthems.  We will also have the blooming cross.  If you have cut flowers from your 
garden please bring to contribute.   

April 3 
Worship 
Liturgist:   John Taniguchi  
 
 
  
 
 

April 10 
Worship  
Liturgist:   Sengdeuane Tom 
 
 
 
September 
September 19 
March 20 

April 17 
Worship 
Liturgist:   Alicia Marquez 
 
 
 
 
Septmeber 
September 25 

April 24 
Worship    
Liturgist:   Youth 

 
 
 
October 31 
October 31 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Jim Bell, 
Doreen Bolten, Ratheesh Pillai, Brad Hutchins, Phillip Kirihara, Sengeduane Tom, 
and Rev. George Martzen.   

Because we are not taking in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online at 
our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation.  Please make note of your name and 
contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our church and ministries!  
*Please note that our general offerings year to date are $58,779.30 and our general offering 
budget for 2022 is $102,000.  Attendance reflects combined in-person and online. 

March 6 

Attendance:  71 in person / 
44 online 

Offering: $136.05 

March 13 

Attendance: 29 in person/ 39 
online 

Offering:  $551.35 

March 20 

Attendance: 34 in person/38 
online 

Offering:  $5,542.40 

March 27 

Attendance: 35 in person/35 
online 

Offering:  $* 

                                         Special Easter Events 

* Easter Lilies:  Please let us know if you would like to purchase an Easter Lily for the                
sanctuary in honor of a loved one 

* Palm Sunday 

* Good Friday:  Joint service with the National Japanese American UMC Caucus at 7 PM  
via YouTube  

* Easter Breakfast 8 AM     *Easter Egg Hunt:  more details to follow 

http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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 Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi  

            

                         God Is Crying 

 

       Let’s not ask him to preach.  His wife died and he needs some time to recover. "Oh, it’s 
O.K. to ask him," said the assistant chaplain.  "It’s been over a month, surely he has           
recovered by now."  I was the head chaplain and gave the man more time to recover from 
grief. 

       When my wife died, the therapist said it takes 3 full years for most men to recover.  It 
took me 3 full years—not one month.  It is unbelievable that in the 21st century, most men  
think that grief for a wife takes only one month.  A relative took more than 3 years.  He died 
from grief in the 2nd year.  Good grief leads to healthy recovery.  Lent leads to Easter              
Resurrection.  No Resurrection without Lenten grief. 
 
       Grief has such deep roots that few suspect until their spouse dies.  Why aren’t you        
crying?  Don’t you know that God is crying?  Lent is God crying for Christ on the Cross but 
also for Hiroshima and Nagasaki, for 9/11 and for Ukraine.  Why aren’t we crying?  Don’t you 
know that God is crying? 

 

APAC NEWS 
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  Granada Park United Methodist Nursery School & Kindergarten  

1850 W Hellman Ave., Alhambra, CA  91803 

 For more information, contact us at 626-284-5006 

            gpumns1850@gmail.com     http://gpumnsk.org      

           https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850        

Limited openings:  We are still accepting Registration for the 2021-2022 school 
year:  Children 2 years 6 months (potty trained) to 5 years old (Kindergarten) 

APRIL 2022 NEWSLETTER 

                         

           ASH WEDNESDAY 

“Chapel with Rev. George” 

St. Patrick’s Day 

“Let’s wear green” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 APRIL 13 & 14,  2022 – Easter Egg coloring 

 APRIL 15,  2022 – Good Friday ~ School closes at 12:00pm  
for all programs 

 

 

 

 

     
             Follow Us On Facebook
  

4/1:    Alison Mori 
4/6:    Sally Bell 
            Yutaka Yoshida 
4/9:    Carri Matsumoto 
4/10:  Lisa Elaine Del Monico 
4/19:  Debashish Dhar 
4/22:  Angelea Marquez 
            Emma Parks 
            Mataro Nakamura 
4/26:  Ernest Tom III 
4/28:  Kotoko Toji 
            Judy Wong 

4/6:     Jim & Sally Bell 
4/13:   Paul & Doreen Bolten 
4/15:   James & Shelly Bitner 
 

 
-Family of Roy Iketani 
-Family of Ets Nakamura 
-Sets Tani 
-Family of May Tenaka 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Lavinia (Elaine’s sister) 
-Alice Lopez 
-Friends-Family in India 
-Kenley Craver 
-David Iwomiya 
-Bruce Del Monico 
-Leonard Quezada 
-Laura Quezada 
-Gerry (Gina Kitsuse’s mom) 
-Gabriel Morales 
-Ratheesh Pillai 
-Peace in Ukraine  

mailto:gpumns1850@gmail.com
http://gpumnsk.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850
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Forgiveness and Reconciliation lead to Happiness 

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins           

(1 Peter 4:8) 

            What are the most important things we really wish for in our one life? Who doesn’t 

want a good life, a happy life in this fragmented, unreliable world? The entire world has gone through 

various catastrophic circumstances in the past couple of years. We forget to smile. We are lonely,        

depressed, and have gone through many emotional roller coasters that for some has led to unhappiness 

and health issues. Many individuals say that even though they had sufficient food, finances, a big house, 

expensive cars, and advanced technology, they missed having a happy life. Even a small cough, sneeze, 

or body heat disturbed many of us; we were concerned, anxious and isolated. How can we be happy? 

How do we define happiness? Does wealth, position, and material possessions bring happiness? What is 

necessary for a “happy life”? 

My reading  has forced me to view religion through a social science lens. I observed religious  

people, tarot readers, pram readers, and astrologers who advise people to wear certain rings, necklaces, 

and keep a certain status to increase one’s happiness. I have wondered how this could be possible.  

I was drawn to an article in the Harvard Medical School about studies on human happiness and 

development. In this article, Professor Robert Waldinger (4th director of this study), on the Harvard 

Study of Adult Development, states that happiness and health go hand-in-hand. Being happy can    

effortlessly produce pleasant hormones such as dopamine and serotonin which are better for the body 

than taking many multivitamins. In this study, they tracked 724 men for 75 years, and the study results 

were so interesting. There were two groups; the first was the group of individuals who graduated from 

Harvard University. They returned to various professional work. The other group were boys from        

Boston’s poorest slums. They had their brains, blood, and every detail checked for 75 years. They find 

out that the second group was the happiest, and they finally discovered that relationships are the key to 

human happiness.  

Sometimes we may think it’s hard to keep certain relationships or build relationships because we 

abhor certain individuals even in our own families. Are you still searching for or taking vitamins to make 

yourself happy and have better health?  Last Sunday, Rev. Gorge talked about the urgency and meaning 

of why Christians should forgive and reconcile with each other.  We can foster a new capacity for heal-

ing, forgiveness, or reconciliation in all our relationships. Covid taught us the value of relationships, and 

how fearful it is to be lonely because it leads to depression and stunts our happiness and human devel-

opment.  

Let us drop our egos. Let us practice the language of forgiveness and reconciliation that can lead 

us to build stronger, better and longer relationships. This leads people into shalom, the model of the 

“triune God’s mission.” Our lives are always on display to the world and to the people around us.      

However, we can produce human happiness within us and in our community by building and living in the 

circle of authentic relationships where our biblical values are reflected even during pandemic and war. 

~Shalom 
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April 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Scouts        
6:00—9:30 pm 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm 

2 

JLS   8:30-12 

 

 

3 

 

 

Worship Service 
10 am 

 

4 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

7 

Youth  7:30 pm 

8 

Scouts        
6:00—9:30 pm 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm 

 

 

9 

JLS   8:30-12 

 

10 

 

 

Worship Service 
10 am 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

13 

*No Bible Study 

Prayer  5 pm 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

Good Friday 
Service YouTube 
7:00 pm 

Scouts        
6:00—9:30 pm 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm 

 

 

16 

JLS   8:30-12 

 

17 

 

 

Easter Breakfast 
8:00 am 

Worship Service 
10 am 

 

18 

 

19 

PAC  7:00 pm 

20 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

21 

Youth  7:30 pm 

22 

Scouts        
6:00—9:30 pm 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm 

23 

JLS   8:30-12 

 

 

24  

 

Worship Service 
10 am 

25 26 27 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

 

 

28 29 

Scouts        
6:00—9:30 pm 

Choir Practice 
6:00 pm 

30 

JLS   8:30-12 

 

 

 


