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 Half a century after it first aired, I still love to watch A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. Maybe it’s partly due to the music of Vince Guaraldi, but also I’ve 
always loved Charles Schulz comic strip, Peanuts.  In this 30-minute special, the 
ever melancholy Charlie Brown just can’t get into the Christmas spirit.  
Disappointed by the commercialization of the holiday, he keeps asking what 
Christmas is really all about.   On the recommendation of “Doctor” Lucy to do 
something to raise his spirits, he tries directing a Christmas play with his friends, 
but it isn’t so easy.  And when they urge him to get a fancy artificial Christmas 
tree, he ends up getting a tiny fresh-cut tree instead.  They scold him and laugh 
at the tree, which makes him cry out again, “Can anyone tell what Christmas is 
all about?”  That’s when Linus takes center stage and recites the Christmas 
message of the angels to the shepherds, concluding with the angel chorus: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace” (Luke 2:14, KJV).  The mood 
changes after this as everyone joins in decorating the little tree and singing, 
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.”  

Charlie Brown’s question is important.  What is Christmas all about?   
Christmas makes more sense when we connect it with the whole story. In every 
story, the climax is the result of multiple threads in a plot working their way 
through a plot.  We tell that back story especially during the four weeks before 
Christmas that we call Advent.  This year Advent began on November 28.   

In Advent we are reminded that the good news of Christmas was first 
proclaimed to oppressed peoples living under military occupation.  Advent 
rehearses the longings for a savior, and the promises that God will make a way 
even in the worst of times.   

This year I will be weaving two threads together.  My Advent sermon 
series is “Coming Home for Christmas.”  That assumes you have a home and 
that you want to go there.  I myself have positive associations with home.  I 
recognize, however, that some folks don’t have a home, or whatever home 
they used to have is no more.  Home may be wherever and whenever you find 
opportunity to rest your head.  
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I am also starting an Advent study, using The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem, by author and pastor 
Adam Hamilton. With the reading, video and discussion, we will be introduced to key figures in the story of Jesus’ 
birth, along with their geographies in ancient Palestine. It is a book sure to enrich your understanding of Christmas. 
You may still join Sunday at 2:30 on Zoom, the same link as Sunday morning. 

The choir will be singing each Sunday, and on December 19 you can go Christmas caroling.  Each Sunday we 
will also light another candle on the Advent wreath and sing the ancient hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  
December 24 is Christmas Eve, and in keeping with our tradition, there will be a Christmas Eve Candle Light Service at 
5 p.m.  in the sanctuary.  As we make our way through the journey of Advent, my prayer is that you will be all the 
more ready to come home for Christmas.   

  

 

December 5 
Worship 
Liturgist:  Paul Wong 
 
 
  
 
 

December 12 
Worship  
Liturgist:   Ruth Chon 
 
 
 
 
September 
September 19 

December 19 
Worship 
Liturgist:  Kim Morrison 
 
 
 
 
Septmeber 
September 25 

December 26 
Worship    
Liturgist:  Elaine Chung 

 
 
 
October 31 
October 31 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell, Jim 
Bell, Doreen Bolten, Ratheesh Pillai, Walt Martzen, Phillip Kirihara, Jillian Marquez 
and Rev. George Martzen.   

Because we are not taking in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or 
online at our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation.  Please make note 
of your name and contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our 
church and ministries!  *Please note that our general offerings year to date are 
$123,794.40 and our general offering budget for 2021 is $102,000. 

November 7 

Attendance: 57 

Offering: $3,087.16 

November 14 

Attendance: 66 

Offering: $4,512.16 

November 21 

Attendance: 67 

Offering: $0 

November 28 

Attendance: 69 

Offering: $855.00 

   

Merry Christmas to all and 

best wishes for a blessed 

holiday season! 

 

 

http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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   Granada Park United Methodist                                        
Nursery School  & Kindergarten                         

1850 W Hellman Avenue                                        
Alhambra, CA  91803 

                     For more information, contact us at 626-284-5006 

     gpumns1850@gmail.com  http://gpumnsk.org  https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850        

 

Limited openings:  We are still accepting Registration for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Children 2 years 6 months (potty trained) to 5 years old (Kindergarten).        

                      December 2021 NEWSLETTER 

                           Veterans Day Activities 11.9.2021 

 

 

          Chapel Time With  Rev. George 11.17.2021 

 Thanksgiving Program 11.19.2021      

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

DECEMBER 19, 2021 – Christmas Program Video   

DECEMBER 24, 2021  -  Christmas Eve – School 
Closed 

A great big THANKS to everyone who supported our      
Midland Fundraiser, Shakey’s Night and the Marie     

Callender Pie Sale.              Follow us on Facebook 

APAC News: Don’t miss the next event in our concert series:   Dickens Christmas Carol Singalong  
 
Come on December 11, 2021 at 6:00 pm for a fun evening singing the     
Christmas Carols you love with a “Dickens” theme.   

 
Admission is free with RSVP or $15.00 at the door  

RSVP: bizwind@yahoo.com   
 

Sponsored by:  Alhambra Performing Arts Center—Bill Yee, Owner/CEO                           

 

            

 

 

 

        Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi  

BLOODLINE 

Romans 1:3 says that Jesus was a "big 
shot"  because of his bloodline.  He was a 
descendant of King David.  I hate that.   
Gautama Buddha was a rich prince groomed 
to be the ruler.  Bloodline.  I hate that.          
Muhammed was an orphan, raised by an 
uncle.  I like that.  Politicians, business       
tycoons, and revolutionaries claim        
bloodlines.  But religions should not.  Rather,   
religions should aim at spirit sensitivity,       
courage, generosity,   compassion, and   
selfless dedication. This is   exactly what 
Hebrews 7:15-17 claims in direct contradic-
tion of   Romans 1:3. Bible against Bible. 
Not the bloodline of King David, but the 
bloodline of    Melchizedek, King of Right-
eousness (tsedek) without mother, father, or 
any bloodline.  He had become a priest, not 
by "bodily descent" (bloodline), but by "the 
power of an indestructible life," 7:16,17.  "He 
is without father or mother or geneaology."  
In Japan they brag about "Samurai blood."  
In  Hawaii they brag about "Ali`i blood."  
Bragging about    bloodline.  Jesus was not a 
big shot because of who his great, great, 
great, great Grandfather was. 

Jesus was elevated because he was "Good 
Stuff."  Filled, and moved, and living by the 
Spirit.   

How's that for a Christmas message? Are 
you Samurai blood, Ali`i blood?      

 
   

mailto:gpumns1850@gmail.com
http://gpumnsk.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850
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                       God of Little Things 
                “Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered.  

     Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.” - Luke 12:6-7 

 

 

One of the most challenging portions of our Christian journey is living by faith,     

particularly to those who are involved in ministry. It was a huge challenge for me to leave  

my job and dive into mission work.  

A few years ago, while I was in a foreign country on one Sunday, I noticed that I did 

not have enough money for transportation to go to ministry. I could just stay home instead of 

challenging my faith. However, I decided to go. Even though I came early to the bus stop 

and would be the first in the line, I let others go in front of me because I did not want my card 

to reveal to everyone that I had an insufficient balance. Finally, my turn came to tap the 

card. But even though it showed a big zero, the card miraculously passed through.   

During that ministry, I was only thinking of how to go home. I was a little sad about 

my situation; incalculable questions were stirring in my brain. We know one of the attributes 

of missions is to be blessed and to bless others. After the ministry, I was standing in a     

corner thinking about how I might get back home. And I thought: How do I find God in the 

little things? How do I know God even functions in little things? My unhappiness was       

becoming frustration.  

Unexpectedly, a little boy (3-4 years old) ran into me, gave me a little envelope, and 

ran away. I didn’t expect anything from the little child (many in our society and culture     

consider that God can’t use certain ages and genders). However, when I opened the       

envelope, I saw a $10 bill. In that moment, I noticed how detailed God is in all our lives.   

Often we don’t notice or even recognize how God’s love functions in little things because we 

are focused on the bigger things, or we want the same blessings that others have.  

With the $10 bill in hand, I started doing the math. Remember before, I only needed 

to go home, but now I felt hungry too. How can God allow me to go on an empty stomach 

after doing ministry for Him? I made a beeline to a Subway. While I entered, I noticed that on 

that Sunday, Subway has a promotion for certain sandwiches. I can get a “five-dollar      

footlong” with a drink. Hallelujah!  

Have you ever thought about how our expectations of “bigger” meet God in little 

things? Have you ever noticed that our human life is full of little things? God is everywhere 

and is always accessible to demonstrate how much he cares and loves us unreservedly. 

God knows each detail, imperfection, sadness, weakness and our inability to comprehend 

him in life’s little things. I believe that faith is not only schmoozing or doing “big things”. It is 

understanding acts of God in “little things”.  

Luke 12 reminds us that God loves and cares for us intensely. We know that being 

restless and fearful won’t comfort us, elucidate our worries, or change our situation. Trusting 

that God knows every little thing that goes through our life and that He is there with us will 

provide that reassurance and peace.  Instead of waiting for the bigger things and higher   

expectations, look for smaller things that God is doing in your life. Instead of questioning, 

give thanks for how He has cared so profoundly for us even in the little details of our lives 

thus far. Let us never stop looking for God’s acts in the little things. 

Blessings, 

Ratheesh Pillai 

12/1    Eunice Suhee Lee   
12/3    Roger Staal 
12/5    Barbara Nozawa 
12/7    Pyoung Hwa Lee 
12/8    Ryan Wong 
12/9    Dorothy Tsuji 
12/10  Etsuko Nakamura 
             Paul Hutchins 
12/12  Ken Matsumoto 
12/15  Patricia Chou 
             Debajit Dhar 
12/19  Sehong Mun 
12/21  Kevin Carey 
12/26  Beatrice Tabata 
12/30  Ryan Taizo Taniguchi 
             Ellen Miller 

12/1  George & Karina Shafer 
12/31 Alphuno & Parimal Roy 
 

-Family of Kasua Kondo 
-Jim Meier 
-Sets Tani 
-Family/Friends of Fred Miwa 
-Family of May Tenaka 
-Marquez family 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Yoko Hayashida 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Matt Nakamura 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Elaine’s sister Lavina 
-Alice Lopez 
-Friends/Family in India 
-Kenley Craver 
-Ken Anami 
-David Iwomiya 
-Bruce Del Monico 
-Leonard Quezada 
-Immigrant families 
-Gerry (Gina Kitsuse’s mom) 
-Gabriel Morales 
-Ratheesh Pillai 
-Dorothy chu 
-Don’s brother in law Sparky 
-Jan Hurtado-aunt’s passing 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A7&version=ESV
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December 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1  

Bible Study 1 PM 

Prayer  5 pm 

2 3 

Choir Practice 
6:00-7:00 pm 

Scouts 6:00-   
9:30 pm 

4 

JLS  8:30-12 

 

 

5 

 

Worship Service 
10:00 am 

 

6 7 8 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

9 10 

Choir Practice 
6:00-7:00 pm 

Scouts 6:00-   
9:30 pm 

11 JLS  8:30-12 

Dickens 

Christmas 

Carol              

Sing- a-Long 

7:00 pm 

12 

 

Worship Service 

10:00 am 

 

13 14 15 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

 

 

16 17 

Choir Practice 
6:00-7:00 pm 

Scouts 6:00-   
9:30 pm 

18 

JLS  8:30-12 

19   

 

Worship Service 

10:00 am 

Open Doors      

Fellowship     

Caroling 3:30 to  

6 pm 

20 21 

 

  

 

22 

Bible Study 1 pm 

Prayer  5 pm 

23 24 

 

 

 

 

  5:00 pm 

25 

26 

Worship Service 

10:00 am 

27 28 29 

Prayer  5 pm 

30 31 

 

 


