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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses…” (Hebrews 12:1)    

How do you talk about death?   For years, one of my uncles managed 
the local district cemetery.  He was a devout Christian and dedicated worker, 
but whenever we got together for family reunion, he always had cemetery 
jokes, like how people were just dying to get in.  Now whenever I’m in my 
hometown, I visit his grave and smile as I recall not only his humor, but also 
trust in Jesus who played a joke on the devil when he rose from the dead.   

The theme of our most recent Outdoor Fellowship, on Oct. 17, was 
“The Hallows of Halloween.” The expression “hallows” may sound a bit spooky, 
but it’s just an older English word for the saints, or the relics of the saints, as in 
“All Hallows Day,” also known as “All Saints Day.” 

We heard about different cultural festivals of the dead, such the 
Mexican Dia de los Muertos,the Celtic Samhain, the Japanese Obon and the 
Chinese Hungry Ghost Day. Christians need not fear the power of death, nor 
these festivals. They are cultural witnesses to the belief that life is more than 
just the material world.  They can also remind us of what the book of Hebrews 
calls “the great cloud of witnesses,” the ancestors, the saints, cheering us on to 
follow Jesus.   

 
Our Vision: 

 

To be a light on a hill for our 
community (Matthew 5:14). 
 

Our Mission: 
 

We are called to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
 

Our Values: 
 

We reaffirm our values as a multi-
cultural and inclusive community 
united in the love of Jesus Christ. 
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November 7 will be our All Saints Celebration.  As before, this will be chance to remember those of our saints 
who have passed in the last year, by placing a rose on the altar on their behalf.  If you would like to commemorate 
your loved one or a close friend, and have not contacted the office, do so by  November 2. 

And if you are troubled by death, now is a good time to talk with a trusted friend.   

The life of the church continues.  Don’t forget the East District Leadership Training webinar on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 
9 to 11:30 a.m.  Registration is on the Conference website, www.calpacumc.org/#events.  The following week,       
Nov. 14, will be our annual Church Charge Conference at 5 p.m.   All members of the church are invited to attend and 
vote on budget, nominations, etc.  The Zoom link will be going out the week before.  That morning Archana Carey, our 
own Finance chair and the Executive Director of Finance for Annual Conference, will preach on stewardship.   

That weekend we will also be collecting Hope Meal contents, so that we can distribute to Mark Keppel High 
School the week of Nov. 15.  See the list in this E-Thymes or on the Friday email.   

Thanksgiving is coming soon.  While many will be traveling, our next Outdoor Fellowship will be on Nov. 21, 
with a Thanksgiving theme.  

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you in-person or online for Sunday worship.  

November 7 
Worship 
Liturgist:  Elaine Chung 
 
 
  
 
 

November 14 
Worship  
Liturgist:   John Taniguchi 
 
 
 
 
September 
September 19 

November 21 
Worship 
Liturgist:  Janice Hurtado 
 
 
 
 
Septmeber 
September 25 

November 28 
Worship    
Liturgist:  Jim Bell 
 

 
 
 
October 31 
October 31 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell, Jim 
Bell, Doreen Bolten, Ratheesh Pillai, and Rev. George Martzen.   

Because we are not taking in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or 
online at our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation .  Please make note 
of your name and contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our 
church and ministries!  *Please note that our general offerings year to date are 
$115,340.08 and our general offering budget for 2021 is $102,000. 

October 3 

Attendance: 75 

Offering: $239.35 

October 10 

Attendance: 66  

Offering:  $2,446.05 

October 17 

Attendance: 99 

Offering:  $335.35 

October 24 

Attendance:  72 

Offering: $26.05 

October 31 

Attendance:* 

Offering: * 

  Are you looking for an opportunity to give, help others and encourage young people at the same 
time?  As they say, “Tis The Season.”  On page 4, you will find information regarding three giving 
opportunities to consider becoming involved in.  The appropriate order forms are attached to this 
email for your convenience.  

file:///C:/Users/SGPUMC/Downloads/www.calpacumc.org/%23events
http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX


 3 

 

   Granada Park United Methodist                                        
Nursery School  & Kindergarten                         

1850 W Hellman Avenue                                        
Alhambra, CA  91803 

                     For more information, contact us at 626-284-5006 

     gpumns1850@gmail.com  http://gpumnsk.org  https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850        

 

Limited slots:  We are still accepting Registration for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Children 2 years 6 months (potty trained) to 5 years old (Kindergarten).        

                      NOVEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Shakey’s Fundraiser 10.19.2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Shake Out 10.21.2021 

Upcoming Events: 

November 11—Veterans Day—School Closed 

November 15—School Picture Day 

November 25-26—Thanksgiving Break—School Closed 
      

           Follow us on   
                         Facebook   

APAC News:    Don’t miss the next event in our concert series:  Sinatra Nights with Matt Barber & Band 
 
 

Don’t miss the amazing talent of Matt Barber and Band as they perform all of 
your favorite Sinatra hits on Saturday, November 13, 2021 @ 7 PM.               

Admission is free with RSVP or $15.00 at the door.  

RSVP: bizwind@yahoo.com   

Sponsored by:  Alhambra Performing Arts Center—Bill Yee, Owner/CEO                          

 

 

 

  Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi  

    

GOD AS DOCTOR OR COACH?   

 

"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not lack       
anything, Psalm 23." Doctors are like     shep-
herds, wise and strong, saving us by their skill in 
surgery.  But we patients must become weak by 
anesthesia, totally dependent.   

Japanese university students by contrast want to 
become strong, solving their own problems.  
They want a God like a sports coach.  Although a 
doctor needs his patient to become weak, a 
coach needs his players to become wise, strong, 
and brave to win the games. 

I was faculty advisor to the university table    
tennis team for 21 years.  Our coach was 3rd in 
the nation as a player when he was 30.  But now 
as coach he could win only through his team.  
The stronger they became, the more games he 
would win as coach. Often his advice was,   
"Ibiru-na" (Don't get scared, chicken-hearted)--
Kyushu dialect).   

I want to become an athlete, with God as my 
coach.  There is pain, many scars and bruises as 
we become battle-hardened,  Spirit-warriors for 
Jesus.  Do you want God as doctor or coach?   

"Ibiru-na."       

mailto:gpumns1850@gmail.com
http://gpumnsk.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850
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   Ratheesh is on a brief hiatus but his article                       

 will return              

 

********************************************************** 

UPCOMING OUTREACH AND FUNDRAISERS     

         

Thanksgiving Hope Meals: When school is on break, the free breakfast and lunch pro-
gram will not be available for pick up.  For some of our HOPE families, these are their stable 
meals for the day.  Please consider donating the following items in a gallon ziplock bag:   
*Donation deadline is 11/14/2021 to the church office 

                Breakfast Ideas:    Lunch Ideas: 

  Breakfast Bars     Cup a Noodles 

  Instant Oatmeal     Mac n Cheese cups 

  Apple Sauce     Tuna and crackers 

  Trail Mix                                                        Peanut Butter and crackers 

  Individual Cereal Boxes    Granola Bars 

  Boxed Milk/Water Bottles                     Fruit Cups/Pudding Cups w/ utensil 

                  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 Granada Park Nursery School Fundraiser: 
 
 
     Nursery School Thanksgiving Pie Sale 
 
 
 
Have enough to do on Thanksgiving?  Good news!  The Nursery School Thanksgiving    
Fundraiser is selling Marie Callender pies.  Just place your order on the attached form,    
return the form to the school along with your check and pick up your order on         
Wednesday, November 24.    
 
                    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *       
 

Scouts Fund Raiser:      
 
 
 
          Troop 286 and 1286 Christmas Wreath Sale 
 

 
The Scouts would like to help you with your holiday decorating.  Beautiful wreaths are now 
available for purchase.  Just place your order on the attached form and your wreath(s) will 
be available for pickup just before the Christmas holiday season.  Order deadline is         
November 5.  A Scout representative will be available on Sunday for any orders or        
questions, or you can email Lisa Tao at plumeria.1032@gmail.com for further information. 

11/1:   Emmanuel Marquez 
11/4:   Steve Meza 
11/8:   Robert Austin 
11/10: Wesley Tanaka 
11/12: Kai Garcia 
11/15: Elaine Chung 
             Erin Tanaka 
11/29: Don Morrison 
11/30: Bruce Del Monico 

11/11: Jaime &  Louise Wong 
11/19: Emmanuel &  Alicia  

Marquez 
11/21: Paul Wissman & 

Jeanette Cornejo 
11/22: Shoji & Shihoko 

Tatsugawa 
11/25: Henry Soong & 

Patricia Chou 
 

 
-Sets Tani 
-Family/Friends of Fred Miwa 
-Famil of May Tenaka 
-Debashish’s brother 
-Marquez Family 
-Family of David Nakamura 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Yoko Hayashida 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Matt Nakamura 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Lavina (Elaine’s sister) 
-Alic Lopez 
-Kenley Craver 
-Ken Anami 
-David Iwomiya 
-Bruce Del Monico 
-Leonard Quezada 
-Immigrant families 
-Gerry (Gina Kitsuse’s mom) 
-Gabriel Morales 
-Kasuway Kondo 
-Ratheesh Pillai 
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 November 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 

Bible Study 1:00 

Evening Prayer 
5:00 

4 5 

Choir  6:00-7:00 

Scouts  6:30-
9:30 

6   JLS 8:30-

12:00 

East District 

Webinar 9:00 

7 

 

Worship Service 

10:00 

 

8 9 

 

10 

Bible Study 1:00 

Evening Prayer 
5:00 

Outdoor       
Worship Team  
7:30 

11 

 

 

 

 

KNI   7:30 

12 

Choir  6:00-7:00 

Scouts  6:30-
9:30 

13 

JLS 8:30-12:00 

Sinatra Nights 

Matt Barber & 

Band 7:00  

 

14 

Worship Service 

10:00 

                   5:00 

15 

 

16 

PAC  7:00 

17 

Bible Study 1:00 

Evening Prayer 
5:00 

18 19 

Choir  6:00-7:00 

Scouts  6:30-
9:30 

20 

JLS 8:30—

12:00 

 

21 

Worship Service 

10:00 

Outdoor Worship 

4:30 

22 23 

 

24 

Bible Study 1:00 

Evening Prayer 
5:00 

Nursery School 
Pie order pickup  

25 

 

26 

Choir  6:00-7:00 

Scouts  6:30-
9:30 

27 

JLS 8:30-12:00 

28 

Worship Service 

10:00 

 

 

29 30 

 

 

 

 

    


