
Remembering the Past – Improving the Future ...promoting the care,
improvement, and general welfare of the Briggs Lake Chain [Julia,
Briggs, Rush and Big Elk] and the adjoining and connecting watersheds.

February Lake Report - The President's Letter

Brad Kipp email: bradkipp1@gmail.com cell: 612 810 6738

Greetings Everyone,

Do the winters get colder and longer? Or is that just my imagination? I
hope everyone will participate and enjoy ICE DAY on the chain Saturday
Feb 12th. After that, I am hoping "Climate Change" will bring an early
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spring. I know you ice fishers don't want to hear that. Catch them while
you can.

January is our annual "kick o!" request to join or renew your
Sponsorship / Membership to the BLCA (Briggs Lake Chain Association)
for 2022. The letters were mailed via " snail mail". In addition to joining
the BLCA we are asking for donations to Ice Day on the Chain, AIS
(Aquatic Invasive species) Fireworks, and Fish Stocking on the lakes. If
you didn't get our mailing, please contact Debbie Stacey;
debjs52@yahoo.com

2022 Membership / Sponsorship forms are now on the BLCA website. 
https://briggslakechainassociation.com/

Shoreline spraying for weeds on all 4 lakes: In past years we included a
form in the January mailing to order spraying. Last year the program
was for granular pellets.

The TLID (Three Lake Improvement District) is the organization that
manages and pays for weed control in the center of the three lakes. The
BLCA manages the weed control on individual properties on the
shoreline. Last year milfoil was found in Big Elk. Big Elk is not a part of
the TLID. (Sidebar from the president. Elk should join the LID. The
residents are working on that.) The BLCA, Healthy Lakes and the TLID,
as always, worked together to stop the spread of milfoil. The TLID took
the lead on the project. Instead of using the vendor we always use,
based on a referral from another lake organization they contacted a
company called PLM to analyze the weeds. PLM presented a plan to kill
the weeds on Big Elk. It was accepted and implemented. The result was
a success and better than expected outcome. NO, the weeds are not all
gone yet. That takes time. The TLID requested that PLM present a
program to control weeds for all four lakes for 2022. After a review of
the proposal, including expected outcomes and pricing, PLM was
awarded the contract for weed control for 2022.

The BLCA is pleased to announce we will be using PLM for shoreline
weed control in 2022. This year the forms will come in a separate
mailing in early March along with a homeowner's guarantee.

We had a lot of feedback that residents preferred shoreline spraying
instead of the pellets used last year. We are not opposed to people
using pellets. The good news on the PLM spraying program is they will



get the permits from the DNR and pay the $35.00 permit fee. 
Also NEW THIS YEAR, property owners on Big Elk are included in the
weed spraying for 2022. This was not o!ered in years past.

Do you like the "New Look and Layout" of our Newsletter? Debbie, our
editor, has been busy updating the format. Let's give her a "thumbs up" 
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR.....USING THE OLD FORMAT THIS MONTH.
NOT QUITE READY TO LAUNCH NEW ONE

More new things. We are in the process of upgrading the BLCA website.
The new site will have more information, more pages, be easier to
navigate, have an archived section so there is a history of past posts,
and much more. We anticipate launching the new site sometime in
February. When it is up and running we will post on Facebook and send
out an email. Did you see our new logo? I agree with Ruth Thom, one of
the planning team members. She said "It focuses on the water which is
what the focus of our organization is".

The 2022 Palmer Area Directory. Roger Miller and his team are planning
the next directory. An email will go out to past advertisers with ad specs
needed and other info. We support local businesses and encourage
them to advertise in the book. If you are new to the lakes or never
advertised with us before please reach out to Roger ... email
mmcabin2019@gmail.com or call 320 249 6614 to get more
information on running an ad.

That's everything for now. Happy Valentine's Day .... Brad

Welcome Cameron Graber to the BLCA board. 
Cameron and his wife moved into their home on the east side of Brigg
Lake in October of 2019. They have enjoyed getting to know the
community and love participating in the fun events on the lakes. The
4th of July boat parade, Palmer days, and the lighted train on the chain
to name a few. 
Cam also enjoys hunting, fishing, and home brewing beer. The picture
below shows him with the biggest fish he has ever caught(and it was
right o! his dock). 
Cameron joined the BLCA because he wants to help improve the healthy
and beauty of our lakes. His overall goal is to find innovative ways to
improve the lakes along with education and services for the community
and lakeshore owners.



HEALTHY LAKES REPORT

The Healthy Lake Committee has new leadership beginning this month.
Cameron Graber and Ruth Thom have volunteered to take over as co-
chairs of the committee. Scott Ruiter and Kenzie Phelps will remain
active members of the committee and will be available to mentor
Cameron and Ruth as they become familiar with all aspects of their new
roles.

Cameron Graber and his wife Courtney moved to Briggs Lake in October
of 2019 and he was elected to the BLCA board this January. He works
for Xcel Energy as a Technician at the Monticello Nuclear Generating
Plant. In his free time he enjoys hunting, fishing, and homebrewing
beer. He joined the Healthy Lakes Committee and BLCA to help improve
and maintain the health and beauty of our lakes.

Ruth Thom has been a resident on the chain for over 10 years. She and
husband, Brad purchased their home on the channel between Briggs and
Julia in April of 2010, and Ruth has lived here permanently since the
summer of 2011. Soon after, she got involved with the BLCA when she
applied for a DNR shoreline restoration grant and a BLCA mini-grant to
improve their shoreline. She spent two years on the BLCA board, in
charge of member events, and has been one of our Facebook
administrators for several years. Ruth and Brad also spearhead the BLCA
Hwy 25 ditch clean-up each spring and fall. Ruth has recently retired
from teaching, is a MN Master Naturalist, and her hobbies are reading,
gardening, biking, hiking, skiing, traveling, and anything that puts her
on or near water.

The next Healthy Lakes meeting is on February 3rd at the Palmer
Township Hall at 6:30 P.M. Everyone is welcome.



ABOVE 
Cameron Graber (new Board member and co-chair of Healthy Lakes) 
and 
Ruth Thom (co-chair of Healthy Lakes)

both enjoying our lake activities

UPCOMING MEETING AND EVENTS

TLID Meeting Monday, 2/7 6 pm 1st Monday of month 
Healthy Lakes Thursday, 2/3 6:30 pm 1st Thursday of month 
Palmer Township Monday, 2/14 7:00 pm 2nd Monday of month 
Clear Lake Township Tuesday, 2/15 7:00 pm 3rd Tuesday of month 
BLCA Board Saturday, 2/12 8:30 am 2nd Saturday of month 
Board of Adjustments Thursday, 2/10 6:00 pm 2nd Thursday of month

BLCA 2021 Healthy Lakes Gentle Footprint Program

In 2021 the Healthy Lakes group decided to revitalize the Gentle
Footprint program and asked me to act as GF Coordinator. We promoted
the program with a series of “ads” in The Lake Report, the BLCA website
and the Palmer Township Community Directory along with a
presentation at the BLCA Annual Meeting in June. 
The program, which began as a grant e!ort for shoreland restoration
and erosion control projects funded by the BLCA was strengthened in
summer by Sherburne SWCD asking us to work with them to develop a
joint program combining SWCD Cost-share grants with GF funding. 
By August six property owners were interested in the program.
However, the time required to schedule site visits by GF and SWCD plus
plan development and approval meant that the projects couldn’t be



planted in the 2021 season. The BLCA Board and Sherburne SWCD both
agreed that the projects roll over into 2022 to allow su"cient time for
plan finalization, approvals and permitting by the County and/or MN
DNR (if required). 
To date three of the projects are ready to proceed with contracts and
permitting, two are awaiting engineering and plan finalization, and one
needs a planting plan finalized. WE anticipate all six will be completed in
2022. 
I appreciate the work done by the Healthy Lakes group (especially Scott
Ruiter and Kenzie Phelps), the support from the BLCA Board, and the
support and assistance from Dan Cibulka and especially Franny Gerde of
Sherburne SWCD. Also, thanks to the six property owners who are
participating in this program. We wouldn’t be where we are without the
e!orts of these people. 
Takeaways are that the marketing e!ort took longer than we
anticipated, as did initial meetings, site inspections, and planning. We
are, however, in a strong position to move forward with the six projects
in 2022, and we plan to continue our e!orts in the years to follow. We
will provide updates as the projects move forward. 
Submitted by Chuck Heinemann, Gentle Footprint Coordinator

B.L.C.A. FINANCIALS AS OF JANUARY 2022

Income to date $ 43,264.43 
Expenses to date $ 38,082.66 
Net Proceeds ( $ 4,788.09

Operating funds checking $ 4,786.62 
Money Market Rapid Response $ 101,690.84 
Total BLCA Cash $ 106,477.46

IF YOU LIVE ON ONE OF THE 4 LAKES, AS A GOOD NEIGHBOR YOU
SHOULD BE A SPONSOR OF THE BLCA.

THIS ORGANIZATION DOES A LOT BEHIND THE SCENES FOR ALL 4 LAKES
WHICH IS PAID FOR BY THE SPONSORSHIPS.

THE NEW SPONSORSHIP FORMS HAVE BEEN MAILED OUT 
TO DATE I HAVE GOTTEN 27 BACK AS NO SUCH ADDRESS, NO
FORWARDING ADDRESS, ETC.



Some people do not have mail receptacles at their lake property. If you
do not receive your form it will be because we have a bad address or
there was no access to the mailbox. In that case please email Deb Stacey
at debjs52@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to fill out the form completely. Put your mailing address on the
form in addition to the lake address.

LET'S TRY TO INCREASE OUR NUMBERS THIS YEAR.....

IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE 4 LAKES, PLEASE CONTACT ME SO YOU CAN BE
ADDED TO OUR DATA BASE SO YOU CAN GET A NEWSLETTER AND ANY
HIGH WATER INFO

Also if you are new to the 4 lakes (and we know lots of properties have
changed hands this year) please make sure to write NEW on the
sponsorship form that you will receive in the next 2 weeks.

SAVE THE DATE

5th Annual ICE DAY ON THE CHAIN 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022 
LAKE JULIA

Fishing, Golfing, Skating, Cornhole and
Pond Hockey

We are sad to report that one
of our lake families has lost
everything in a devastating
fire. Robert and Amy Sinclair
and their fur baby ( a golden
retreiver) need a place to rent
on one of the lakes until they
can rebuild. 
I just wanted to let anyone



who was not aware of this
know in case you or someone
you know can help with a
place to rent.

CRAFT AND BAKE SALE

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF A CRAFT AND BAKE
SALE AS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE BLCA?

WE WOULD PLAN A DATE EARLY SPRING (POSSIBLY APRIL) AND SET
UP IN THE PALMER TOWN HALL.

A table would cost $35 plus 10% of your sales

Please contact Debbie A!eldt at 320-249-7442 or email her at
debbie.a!eldt@gmail.com 
or 
Debbie Stacey at 651-226-4069 or email me at
19debjs52@yahoo.com

IT'S A LITTLE CITY ON OUR LAKES WITH ALL
THE ICE HOUSES 
However, please remember to clean up after
yourself when leaving the ice houses or taking
them down for the season. 
Any trash you leave on the ice falls to the
bottom when the ice melts so please, please,
please pick up your trash
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