
 
Preliminary Timeline for Federal Budget Process 2021 

Here is the theoretical timeline for the federal budget process in 2021.  The only deadlines that must be 

met are in italics.  

January 

 New Congress convened January 3 

 Leadership positions made official week of January 19, 2021. 

 Committee assignments finalized throughout the month and early February. 

February/March:  

 House and Senate Budget Committees develop and Congress passed a Budget Resolution for FY 

2021, which had reconciliation instructions for a budget bill that can be passed with only 51 

votes in the Senate and that can include up to $1.9 billion in spending.  

 Week of February 8 and 15, the Senate holds the trial on impeachment of President Trump, 

during which other votes cannot happen but committees can hold hearings. 

 The President may address Congress on February 23, or this may be delayed.  

 Week of February 8, House Committees draft their sections of the bill  

 Week of February 15, the Budget Committee puts the parts together, addressing any conflicts. 

 Week of February 22, the House votes on the reconciliation bill.  

 Week of March 1, the Senate considers the House reconciliation bill. If it passes the bill without 

amendments, it goes to the President. If it includes amendments, the House and Senate will 

develop a conference agreement ironing out any differences and then the House and Senate 

vote on the same bill. Provisions may be stripped out if they fail to comply with Senate rules.  

 Throughout this period, the Appropriations Committees take requests from members for the FY 

2022 budget. 

 President releases his budget (nonbinding on Congress).  

 The House and Senate  Budget Committee may start to develop the budget resolution for FY 

2022, including appropriations and reconciliation instructions, but it will not be finished until the 

reconciliation bill authorized under the FY 2021 bill is signed into law. 

April/May:  

 By April 15, Congress is supposed to have reached agreement on a Budget Resolution for FY 

2022. The President does not have to sign this.  

 Once the Budget Resolution is final, the House and Senate committees with reconciliation 

instructions can start working on exactly which programs they will cut or increase funding for, 

and whether and how they will raise taxes. The reconciliation provisions may include a timeline 

for action. 

 In May, if there is no Budget Resolution, the House and Senate can separately pass “Deeming 

Resolutions” that set overall appropriations levels for FY 2022.  

 

 

 



 
Summer/Fall:  

 Debt ceiling must be raised. We don’t know exactly when this must happen, as it will depend on 

both tax receipts and spending.  

 By September 30th, either the FY2020 appropriations must be complete or, a continuing 

resolution must be passed to keep the government open. 

 At some point, Congress will also have to pass a waiver of the pay-go rules to avoid 

sequestration because of the COVID spending. This cannot be done in reconciliation, so it will 

take 60 votes and will be included in some “must-pass” legislation.  

 


