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1 / Show Me the Money! 
(and where it’s being spent)

2 / Can We Get a Woohoo!

3 / Mind your own Beeswax

4 / Clinic Upgrades Help 
Mission

5 / Making Copies

6 / 0% Interest Micro Loan 
Program

7 / Taking Attendance

8 / Give a Little, Get a Lot

9 / Got Solar?
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www.haitiprojects.org

7 / TAKING ATTENDANCE

Library membership for our 
programs doubled from 2018 
in 2019 to 11,678 members! 
The library’s multi-purpose 
room has become vital for 
community events, including 
weddings, community 

meetings, staff parties, 
poetry readings, dance 
performances, patriotic day 
celebrations, history lectures, 
and much more. It is truly a 
much needed space that is 
well loved by many folks! 

Staff: Cherie Miot Abbanat, CEO, Daryce Morris, Ferry Cadet, Annette Berrette, Jean Rene Leseau, Yvna Bissereth, Fenol Jacquotin   Board of Directors: Pat Chute, 
Jim Farmer, Eileen Freitag, Susan Gately, Ken Horak, Dale Joachim, Alisa Kuno, Kathleen McDonough, Ligmie Preval, Rob Russell, Pierre Valette   Founder and 
President Emeritus: Sarah Hackett. Shout out to all of our volunteers!!  We thank you for your time and effort and could not do this without all of you!

// MAISON D’HAITI PRODUCTS
Nightgown $69 Bee Tea Towels $30

Little Girl Gown $59 Laundry Bag $80

Cushion Cover $65Crochet Bag $49

Sachet Set $25

8 / GIVE A LITTLE, 
GET A LOT

9 / GOT SOLAR?

We’ve added volunteer 
opportunities for the soccer 
girls in 2019 with our new 
mobile library. Girls living 
near our library continue to 
help staff with the Saturday 
Kids Club, and girls in 
remote areas volunteer 
when the mobile library 
visits. 

We held yet another 
championship soccer 
tournament in 2019, 
and created a half-time 
show with our clinic staff 
to discuss sex health 
and contraception. Our 
partner organizations, St. 
Boniface and ADF also 
highlighted their own core 
public messages during 
breaks too. Most of all, the 
girls felt supported, seen, 
and celebrated by the 
community. 

This just in! We are going 
green! The Solar Project for 
the Library has been fully 
funded ($185K), materials 
ordered, and our electrical 
load needs analyzed.  

Because there is no 
electricity in town, we are 
off-the-grid and will need to 
use a combination of solar 
panels, invertors, batteries 
and a back up generator. 
These solar panels will be 
a critical power source for 
HP, reducing our operating 
expenses and our reliance 
on diesel to run the 
generators.  Solar will also 
make us greener, cleaner, 
and an example in Fond des 
Blancs of what operating in 
rural Haiti can look like. A 
big shout out to the Kellogg 
Foundation for supporting 
this project! 

Get Involved at HP!
Volunteer, be a corporate sponsor
or a young ambassador.

Our Wishlist
- Movies (in French/French subtitles)
- School/office supplies
- Gifts/prizes for kids and adults 
- Soccer balls, shin guards, etc

Our Mailing address changed!
Haiti Projects, Inc.
Box 509
Accord, MA 02018



January ushered in a new decade.  As we look back over the last 10 years. We want to 
share what we have learned....

Our women feel supported and can sleep easy at night, walk a little taller, and choose how 
many children to have and when to have them. The women can send their kids to school, 
put food on the table, pay for medicines and start small businesses. They have dignity, 
choice, and agency.  We have developed, nurtured and grown a system of projects that 
supports the whole woman and her family.  

How?  By working together through thick and thin. 

2 / CAN WE GET A WOOHOO!

3 / MIND YOUR OWN BEESWAX

1 / SHOW ME THE MONEY! 
(AND WHERE IT’S BEING SPENT)

Our women’s beekeeping 
program continues to grow 
and train more women to 
harvest honey and wax.  
Our 100 hives are buzzing 
with activity and thriving, 
producing 17 gallons of 
honey, despite the long 
drought that lasted most of 
2019!  

And because we love a 
good collaboration, we 
partnered with Prosperity 

Catalyst, another women-
focused organization that 
teaches candle making. 
Yup, you guessed it, we sell 
them our wax! And now our 
women have two products 
from their hives to sell on 
market day -- wax and 
honey.  It’s win/win projects 
like these that include 
partnerships, innovative 
income-generating ideas, 
and vocational training that 
change lives for the better. 

The Artisanat really took it to 
the next level this year. 

1—The women are 
producing at record levels!  
In 2019, they finished 27,000 
items-from nightgowns to 
sanitary pads and a few 
things in between.

2—Our ladies were the 
first-ever embroiderers from 
Haiti to be invited to the 
International Folk Art Market 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. In 
the industry, it’s considered 
an honor to be invited. We 
crushed it with sales just 
below the $20K mark in a 
single weekend! And, we’ve 
been invited back for 2020!  
Yup, we crushed it.

3—So, we were out of raw 
materials in November.  
Ziltch.  We couldn’t get them 
there because of civil unrest.  

To keep the women working, 
we had to get creative.  We 
started brainstorming new 
product ideas that could 
be made from items found 
at the local market (jeans, 
dress-shirts, t-shirts, you 
name it) and boy did they 
deliver!  Take a peak at 
the samples they made. 
Should we add these to our 
website?  You be the judge.

The Library programs 
continue to serve the 
community of Fond des 
Blancs, providing programs 
in education, music, 
vocational training and 
coming soon ~ sewing, 
knitting, and woodworking. 
Despite the many 
challenges in 2019, including 
the civil unrest that caused 
us to shut down the after 
school program in the fall to 

Who doesn’t love a new TV? 
It’s an upgrade for anyone, 
and we installed one in 
our clinic waiting room.  
While the women wait for 
appointments we loop 
educational videos for them.  
Folks are truly enjoying 
what they are learning, and 
oh, they get to charge their 
phones for free while they 
wait, too!

Also, we’ve updated our 
clinic admissions intake 
form, gathering more 

Our microloan program has 
become a critical kickstarter 
tool for many of our women 
hoping to start a business, 
get school fees paid for kids, 
and/or expand homes.  This 
program has been a huge 
success! We lend/advance 
small funds to our employees 
and they pay us back over 
time using their salaries.  

conserve fuel, our Library 
remained an important 
resource to the community. 
7,000 locals dropped by 
to make copies and print 
documents.  While this may 
seem like a strange metric to 
track, it helps us get a sense 
of the adults who visit the 
library to use it as a resource 
for their local business 
needs, and their willingness 
to pay for this service. 

information about our 
patients to help us to serve 
them better.

Also, health, hygiene, and 
sex ed classes continue 
for our our soccer players, 
and women and girls 
(and anyone, really) in the 
marketplace and at the 
library.  The clinic nurse 
works alongside the 
artisanat women selling 
during market days, and at 
the library, to get the word 
out. 

The funds are funneled right 
back into the microloan fund 
to be lent out again.  These 
loans, on average, are about 
$75 each. As part of the 
program, the women help us 
learn more about their day 
to day struggles. Check out 
this graph to see where they 
spend your dollars.

5 / MAKING COPIES

4 / CLINIC UPGRADES HELP MISSION

6 / 0% INTEREST MICRO LOAN 
PROGRAM

Employee Micro Loan Report

As part of our look back, we 
wanted to show all of you 
where your hard earned 
dollars go since 2013 when 
our team was tasked with 
turning HP around. $0.80 
of each $1 coming in is 
funneled directly to the 
Artisanat, Clinic, Library, 
Beekeeping and Soccer.  

The other 20 cents we 
use for things like audits, 
accounting, travel to Haiti 
and managing operations.
We are dedicated to making 
sure your donations, grants 
and sales money are spent 
more on growing programs 
keeping our spending in 
check.  


