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1 / Fundraiser that was truly 
Fun!

2 / Head West for IFAM

3 / Game On! HP’s First 
Soccer Tournament

4 / Summer Programs serve 
350!

5 / Wheeling On In!

6 / Embroidering, Sewing, 
Baking, Oh My!

7 / Let’s Read!
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6 / EMBROIDERING, SEWING, BAKING,    
      OH MY!

Seventy girls participated 
in this year’s artisanat 
camp - twenty-nine of 
them have been with us 
for six summers! Can you 
believe it?!  We keep them 
busy learning embroidery 
stitches, sewing and we 
even bake food! For many, 
baking is what brings them 
in because what kid doesn’t 
love a good cookie?!  They 

The artisan cooperative got 
themselves a new name!  
Now going by Maison 
d’Haiti (House of Haiti) the 
cooperative is still under the 
Haiti Projects umbrella, but 
with a way smoother and hip 
company name and logo. 
Think of HP as the mama bird 
and Maison d’Haiti as one 

of the babies tucked under 
her wing.  We debuted our 
new Maison line at Santa Fe 
at the International Folk Art 
Market with huge success.  
So much success that we 
wiped ourselves clear of 
most of our inventory (made 
for easier traveling home-
that’s for sure!).  

Check out our new Maison 
d’Haiti website:

https://maison-dhaiti.
myshopify.com!  We have 
some great new gifts for the 
holidays! 

are also introduced to HP 
and many see this as future 
employment opportunity. 
We had many more students 
who were interested in 
attending both camps. Were 
hoping next year, we can add 
100 kids to each camp as 
parents from the community 
love that their kids can stay 
active during summer - what 
parent doesn’t?!

Staff: Cherie Miot Abbanat, CEO, Daryce Morris, Ferry Cadet, Annette Berrette, Jean Rene Leseau, Yvna Bissereth, Fenol Jacquotin
Board of Directors: Pat Chute, Jim Farmer, Eileen Freitag, Susan Gately, Ken Horak, Dale Joachim, Alisa Kuno, Kathleen McDonough, Ligmie Preval, Rob Russell, Pierre Valette
Founder and President Emeritus: Sarah Hackett. Shout out to all of our volunteers!!  We thank you for your time and effort and could not do this without all of you!

// MAISON D’HAITI PRODUCTS

Crochet Bag $58 (in Tangerine, Cafe 
au Lait, Coffee, Silver, or Ecru)

Bee Tea Towels $30 Laundry Bag $85 Lavender Sachet Set $28

7 / LET’S READ

Everyone knows the 
benefits of reading but to 
see the results in real time 
is so rewarding. Forty of this 
year’s sixty-three summer 
reading program students 
are returning campers and 
many of them having been 
with us for five years and we 
are seeing an improvement 
in the school grades of 
those returning campers.  
Let me say that again. 

Those that are reading 
during the summer have 
improved grades.  What’s 
even better is the new kids 
thinking, “Why haven’t I 
been to camp before??”  
We’re predicting higher 
numbers next year because 
not only did they learn new 
concepts but they made 
new friends. And we all 
need friends and a good 
book!

Get Involved at HP!
Volunteer, be a corporate sponsor, 
be a young ambassador, buy
products online...
Like us on Facebook/
Instagram/Twitter

Our Wishlist
- Movies (in French/French subtitles)
- School/office supplies
- Gifts/prizes for kids and adults 
- Soccer balls, shin guards, etc
- Xmas presents and decorations



The summer has been busy, busy, busy and we’ve hit a few significant milestones, 
including adding the handicapped ramp, debuting our new line Maison D’Haiti at the 
International Folk Art Market, hosting our all-girls soccer tournament, all while keeping 
kids busy in our summer camps. The speed and continued growth and development at 
HP is a direct reflection of the support of all of you!  You believed in that “little engine that 
could” oh so long ago.  It’s time to celebrate all that we have accomplished, even as we 
move forward on our next big adventure -- installing a solar system to power all operations 
at our Maker Library! 

2 / HEAD WEST FOR IFAM!

3 / GAME ON!  HP’S 1ST SOCCER TOURNAMENT

1 / FUNDRAISER THAT WAS TRULY FUN!

119 girls from five teams 
put in hours and hours of 
practice for many months 
in preparation and today 
was the day. The sidelines 
were packed with 300 fans 
who came to watch their 
daughters, sisters and friends 
play and see who would take 
home some hardware. Their 
hard work didn’t go unnoticed 

as many were impressed with 
their talent and athleticism.  

 Any break in the action was 
filled with fans playing musical 
chairs and participating in 
egg-in-a-spoon and sack 
races keeping everyone 
entertained. But it wasn’t 
all fun and games, we used 
the opportunity to educate 

the crowd by asking local 
organizations such as ADF - a 
Fond des Blancs partner who 
reinforces the capacity of local 
organizations and St. Boniface 
to attend.  ADF passed out 
brochures informing the 
public of the services they 
offer and a St. Boniface 
Rep spoke about HIV/AIDS 
prevention.  

HP’s very own Miss Berrette 
spoke on the multitude of 
services we offer to the 
community from family 
planning to library services/
activities.  We had a bit of rain 
which was a little reprieve 
for the players.  Overall, the 
tournament was a great 
success and will happen 
again.

“That was awesome and not 
at all what I was expecting,” 
exclaimed one of the 
attendees at our smashing 
fundraiser back in May. The 
French Cultural Library was 
packed with people, food, 
entertainment, posters 
about HP, and raffle items. 
The energy was palpable. 
Our board members, Pierre 
Valette and Ligme Preval, 
pulled together a fabulous 
night for all.  

of a lifetime.  We will be 
submitting our application 
next month to be invited 
next year.  

Keep your fingers crossed!

We came in hot from 
Boston, New York, and Haiti 
descending on Santa Fe, 
New Mexico in the heat of 
the summer.  Our invitation 
to attend this outdoor 
market came in early 2019 
and our New York designers, 
Rebecca Zuber Sher and 
her daughter Michaela 
worked closely with our 
cooperative of artisans to 
come up with a new line of 
products. Once they settled 
on designs, the women 
cranked out the inventory 
with their continued level 
of excellence in everything 
they do. Our Artistic Director 
from Haiti, Jean Rene, 
knocked it out of the park 
- working with designers, 
organizing production, 
absorbing all he could 
from training, educating 
customers on Haitian 
culture, and closing the 

We gave away our very first 
Young Ambassador award 
to Maya Rabin.  Maya’s 
dedication to the success 
of the girls soccer teams 
translates into cleats, shirts, 
balls, and uniforms.  And, 
she raised funds so that 
we could pay the coaching 
salaries and also offer 
snacks and water to the girls 
during practice and games.  
Stay tuned for next year’s 
event!

Quick video explaining IFAM 
and all it does: 
https://www.pbs.org/
newshour/show/at-santa-fes-
international-folk-art-market-
culture-is-the-commodity

deals during the weekend 
marathon of sales. The 
International Folk Art Market 
is a giant and we mean 
GIANT outdoor market 
with over 170 vendors 
representing fifty countries, 
25,000 attendees and what 
seemed to be the same 
amount of volunteers!  It is 
an enormous operation that 
involves a lot of people.  It is 
the Catalina Wine Mixer of 
folk markets (inside joke - if 
you know the reference let 
us know on our FB page).
It was our biggest show 
in the sense of expected 
crowds, our inventory and 
our investment of time, 
money and energy and IT 
WAS ALL WORTH IT!  

We met our sales goals, met 
some wonderful people with 
whom we can collaborate 
and had the experience 

Chock that up to the wide 
variety of programs available 
to the youth community like 
Artisanat Training, Reading, 
English & French, Cultural 
Dance and Computer 101.  
The library also hosted 15 
activities such as English & 
French classes, Computer 
Lit, three levels of Adult Lit 

It has been on our wishlist 
for quite some time.  A 
wheelchair ramp so that HP’s 
Community Library is now 
truly open and accessible 
to everyone! We would 
be remiss if we didn’t give 
a shout out to one of our 
faithful partners, BHI, for 
their continued support 
and talent.  The ramp will 
serve the Spinal Cord Injury 

and, Movie Night.  It was 
bustling and hustling all 
summer!
But wait there’s more good 
news about our camps... we 
are seeing more and more 
girls in attendance, making 
up over 60% of participants!  
That is some good news 
right there!  

population (many of these 
injuries caused during the 
earthquake 9 years ago) from 
St. Boniface Hospital.  
On World Spinal Cord Injury 
Day, September 5th, Haiti 
Projects raised awareness 
in the Fond des Blancs 
community by holding a 
small gathering with local 
leaders, SCI patients and 
family members.

4 / SUMMER PROGRAMS SERVE 350! 5 / WHEELING ON IN!


