
 
 

 

CONGRESS PASSES MEDICARE ADD-ONS 

Earlier this  morning,  Congress passed the 5 year extension of the Medicare 
ambulance add-ons. The extension was part of the two-year budget deal reached by 
congressional leaders and passed by the Senate early this morning and then shortly 
thereafter by the House. The ambulance provisions in the final deal differ from the 
provisions passed earlier this week by the House in one key area - the collection of 
ambulance cost data. This means that we are truly in the endzone of the add-on 
payment extension process. 
  
The add-ons will be back in effect as soon as the President signs the legislation. 
In  
  
Here are the specifics of the final Medicare Add-Ons package:  

• 5 year extension of the ambulance Medicare add-ons through December 
31, 2022, retroactive to January 1, 2018. 

• A method of Cost data collection that provides flexibility to the Secretary 
of HHS in developing the system. Consultation with the industry is required 
so that it strikes the appropriate balance between obtaining meaningful data 
while not overly burdening or onerously penalizing the ambulance services. 

• The penalty for failing to report required data would be a reduction in 
payment up to 10% for the year following the year in which the data should 
have been submitted.  A clause is included to wave the penalty in cases of 
hardship. 

• A “pay-for” for the 5-year extension of the add-ons with a 13% cut to non-
emergent dialysis transports. 



Next Steps                                                             

All that remains to bring the add-ons into effect retroactively to January 1, 2018 are 
a few administrative formalities and the signature of the President, who has 
indicated his support of the agreement.  

I will keep you posted of new developments.  

Please contact me anytime via e-mail or my cell, 978-771-6482,  with questions. 

Take care, 

Rick 

Richard L. “Rick” Martin 
Manager & CEO 
 

 
 

 
  

 


	CONGRESS PASSES MEDICARE ADD-ONS
	Next Steps                                                            


