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Dr. Kaia Niambi Shivers was stuck in Italy in 
March 2020 at the start of the pandemic when she 
had an idea: to create a directory of Black farmers. 

What started as a small project for her online 
media boutique, Ark Republic, quickly grew into 
a list of over 1,000 Black farmers and growers 
worldwide.  

Even though she hoped the Black Farmers 
Index (BFI) would become a resource during 
a time of global food insecurity, initially the 
Philadelphia resident didn’t get much support 

when it launched in April 2020.  
“People were like, ‘Oh, that’s cool. That’s 

cute.’ And then [the murder of George Floyd] 
happened, and everybody and their mama wanted 
to be on the right side of history,” Shivers says.  

Now, two years later, the Black Famers Index 
features a variety of farmers and growers from 
every region of the United States, as well as the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Africa, Canada, Central and 
South America, Europe, and the Caribbean. 

“We have beekeepers. We have people who 
forage for mushrooms. We have cotton producers, 
oystercatchers, fisher folk, ranchers, [and] poultry 

This Free Directory Connects 
Communities To Black Farmers

By AlexA Spencer

Word In Black

FARMERS CONTINUED ON A11

Abuse and fear filled Mongo Allen’s 
childhood. For years, he watched his father 
struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder and 
alcoholism. Allen and his brothers suffered the 
consequences. After his father recovered and 
opened up about his strife, Allen began teaching 
others how to heal.

In an Oklahoma Watch feature “A Mile In 
Another’s Shoes,” an initiative to give voice to 
the voiceless or call attention to the plight of those 
affected by public policy, Allen opens up about 

caring for Oklahomans who experience trauma, 
addiction and mental illness, and the tumultuous 
childhood that fuels his work. (Portions have 
been edited for brevity and clarity)

On Friday and Saturday nights, when we 
heard my father come home, we would rush to 
the piano and stand next to it in order —  my 
older brother, then me, then my younger brother, 
like soldiers. We were 4, 5 and 6 years old and 
he’d make us stand by the piano and if we tried 
to sit down, he would whoop us. And whooping, 
that’s an easy word for it. We really did get 
beat. I mean, his whoopings would make people 

MENTAL HEALTH CONTINUED ON A9
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“WE MAKE AMERICA GREAT, WHEN WE AID OUR PEOPLE”

WE DEMAND JUSTICE
It’s long overdue for the criminals who 
destroyed the Historic Greenwood District 
in 1921 to be held accountable. Each week 
we remember survivors or descendants.

JOHN MELVIN ALEXANDER, was 
17 months old when a white mob 
torched his neighborhood. He later 
fought in War World II and Korea.

The Oklahoma Eagle
Fifty years ago The Oklahoma 
Eagle was born, the brainchild of 
Theodore Baughman. A4
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$190 MILLION 
ENVISION COMANCHE

One of U.S.’s Largest Public-Private Investments in Public Housing

The record $190 
million investment to redevelop 
Comanche Park apartments – 
into 545 new mixed-income 
housing community by 2025 
– is all at once generating 
new excitement and renewed 
nostalgia for what the area of the 
North Peoria Avenue and East 
36th Street North corridor once 
was. 

While most of the public 
officials and the local foundation 
officials at the Envision 
Comanche news conference 
on Sept. 22, repeatedly 
labeled this redevelopment 
“transformational,” many 
community leaders – who grew 
up in the area and have waited 
decades for redevelopment to 
expand to this portion of Tulsa 

COMANCHE CONTINUED ON A2

A $5,000 
TEACHER 

PAY 
INCREASE 
PROPOSED

The Oklahoma State Board 
of Education (OSBE) has 
approved a budget request to 
increase state-funded teachers’ 
pay for the first time since 2019.  

If state lawmakers back the 
proposal, 52,850 certified public 
school educators statewide – 
including teachers in the Tulsa 
metropolitan area – would 

Oklahoma 
Prosecuting 
Pregnant 
Women 
for Using 
Medical 
Marijuana

Aguilar, 33, said she stopped 
using marijuana after her third 
month of pregnancy and tested 
negative for the drug after 
her healthy son was born in 
October 2020. But the hospital 
found traces of marijuana in her 
baby’s stool. 

Two months later, the district 
attorney in Aguilar’s mostly 

By BriAnnA BAiley

the marshall Project
By John neAl
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Tending their organic garden, “Coach” Sidney McCalib and Cecilia Montgomery are eager to teach residents to grow their own food for Comanche Park when it is redeveloped in 2025.

As tenants leave, apartments will be secured for demolition.



– expressed a mixture of 
enthusiasm, optimism and with 
a “we’ll see” outlook.  

In her remarks, Tulsa 
Councilor Vanessa Hall-Harper 
stopped short of using the 
word “transformational” in 
reference to plans for the new 
complex. The impact of this 
new dynamic of the mixed-use, 
mixed income residential space 
that combines market-rate units 
with voucher-supported units is 
still too early to see. The first 
model completed in Tulsa, the 
$170 million River West, just 
opened for residents to move 
back in this summer.  

Hall-Harper said overall 
she is positive about Envision 
Comanche, calls it is a step 
in the right direction, and 
dramatic departure from the 
previous model of building 
public housing units, especially 
for this public housing complex 
that became Tulsa’s largest 
when it opened in 1970. 

“When you put a group of 
people in the same financial, 
socio-economic state in one 
space, experience has shown us 
you create ghettos,” she said. 

Rebuilding Comanche 
community 
Officials said the public-
private investment in Envision 
Comanche will transform 
a portion of the 36th Street 
North corridor, including the 
Tulsa Housing Authority’s 
(THA) Comanche Park 
Apartments, into a mixed-use, 
mixed-income community. 
The redevelopment of 
Comanche Park includes 545 
new apartment units with 271 
replacement units, offering 
existing residents the first right 

to return, and 274 units that are 
a combination of affordable 
and market rate. 

Philanthropic partners of 
the project include the Anne 
and Henry Zarrow Foundation, 
the Ascension St. John 
Foundation, the Charles and 
Lynn Schusterman Foundation 
and the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation. The Oklahoma 
Housing Finance Agency is 
also providing funding for the 
project. 

In addition to the 
redevelopment of Comanche 
Park Apartments, Envision 
Comanche calls for the addition 
of a neighborhood-scale 
grocery store, an urban farm, 
the creation of the Flat Rock 
Creek Urban Wilderness Area 
and the leveraging of more 
than $162 million in planned in 
private development in the area 
over the next several years. 

It’s the largest investment 
in a mixed-use, mixed-income 
Tulsa housing complex to date. 
The dilapidated buildings will 
be demolished, to be replaced 
with towers and townhouses.  

U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Marcia 
Fudge made a personal visit to 
Tulsa on behalf of President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
to announce the $50 million 
Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative (CNI) grant they 
awarded to the Tulsa Housing 
Authority (THA) for Comanche 
Park redevelopment.  

In September, Tulsa was one 
of four U.S. cities – Durham, 
North Carolina ($40 million), 
Knoxville, Tennessee ($40 
million) and Omaha, Nebraska 
($50 million) – to receive a 
total of $180 million in federal 
grants that will overhaul 
outdated and distressed public 

housing complexes and 
jumpstart a coordinated effort 
“to improve income, health, 
and educational outcomes for 
those in the target area(s).” 

“This is the biggest grant 
given this year,” said Fudge 
of the federal government’s 
new investment at Comanche 
Park. “HUD is here because 
HUD is needed. When you pull 
together people who care, when 
it is intentional, strategic, all 
encompassing, you get out of it 
what you put in it. If you work 
hard, God will bless you. If you 
work hard, you will succeed. 
This is a work-hard project.” 

The new Choice 
Neighborhood model of public/
private housing promises 
a step in the direction to 
more diverse, equitable 
communities supported by 
additional public infrastructure 
improvements and economic 
development. To make this 
project a reality in Tulsa, the 
process involved more than 
30 community meetings with 
public and private inclusion 
and with participation with 
over 100 residents and current 
Comanche tenants. 

Longtime coming for 
Phoenix District residents 
In the 1960s, the residents in 
the area had access to groceries 
and department stores at 
Northland Shopping Center, 
at one time the city’s largest 
shopping center.  

As Hall-Harper reminisced 
about the previous merchants 
that anchored the district, the 
stark contrasts between North 
and South Tulsa were evident. 
The Northland Shopping 
Center was built in 1954 and 
proved to be so successful that 
Southland Shopping Center 

was modeled after Northland 
when it opened in 1965 at East 
41st Street and South Yale 
Avenue.  

At that time, the East 36th 
Street North-North Peoria 
Avenue area was predominantly 
white. But as the Tulsa began 
to integrate and many Black 
families began to relocate 
from the Historic Greenwood 
District to more communities 
north. The Black migration 
prompted the majority White 
residents to moved south. The 
population shift and the density 
was not there to support the 
big retailers such as OTASCO, 
Froug’s and Dillard’s (initially 
known as Brown-Dunkin). 

Today, this corridor may be at 
the beginning of a renaissance 
with the support from private, 
nonprofit, foundational and 
government support.   

“I am so excited! It warms 
the cockles of my heart,” Tracie 
Chandler, president of the 
Phoenix Development Council 
proclaimed in an interview 
after the Envision Comanche 
news conference. The council 
is a neighborhood association 
that has worked tirelessly to 
bring economic developments 
to East 36th Street North area.  

Chandler, or “Ms. Chandler” 
as everyone calls her showing 
the respect she has earned, is 
a longtime advocate for the 
district, and like many residents 
at Comanche Park, envisions a 
thriving future for the area with 
all the amenities that make up 
a community where residents 
can shop, dine, buy groceries 
and receive healthcare services, 
without having to travel either 
to Midtown or South Tulsa.  

“Where things are right 
now, we have schools and a 
fire department (Engine #24). 

We can get ya some liquor, get 
ya some marijuana, bury you 
and save your soul. We can 
get you a telephone. and you 
have a place to pay your bills,” 
Chandler mused with a hint of 
irony and disappointment in the 
lack of resources. 

New infrastructure planned 
The city of Tulsa is improving 
underground and street 
infrastructure in the area. The 
36th Street North Events Center 
is attracting organizations. 
Health disparities are being 
addressed through localized 
services – offered by the OU 
Health Physicians Wayman 
Tisdale Clinic, Westview 
Medical Center on the west 
end of East 36th Street North, 
and Crossover Health Services, 
near the corner of 36th Street 
North and North Peoria Avenue 
– all in the heart of the Phoenix 
District.  

Chandler praised Crossover 
Community Impact’s capital 
program, which she has 
supported through activism 
and personal finances, to 
restore community through the 
eradication of health disparities 
and build a community center/
school and complex to support 
area residents.  

In her remarks, Hall-Harper 
noted how the project signals 
an opportunity for North Tulsa 
residents. 

“It is so important that we as 
elected officials stay involved 
and engaged, but also that the 
community has been a part of 
this process,” she said. “That 
involvement is more unique 
to this project than what has 
happened in the past. It’s not 
people sitting in powerful 
seats making decisions for 
the people, but rather the 

people being involved in that 
process who can then hold us, 
at all levels of government, 
accountable.” 

Noting that the 36th Street 
Small Area Plan, adopted as 
part of 2010 planitulsa, is being 
implemented, Hall-Harper said 
when all resources are focused 
on the community, “we will get 
where we want to be.” 

 “This new type of investment 
is certainly a kickstart. New 
development can take place 
with this (Envision Comanche) 
being the catalyst,” she said. 
“As my mama would say, 
‘we’ll see.’” 

Hall-Harper said she and her 
family lived in the area when 
she was young and reflected 
on the days when her mother 
didn’t have to go far to buy 
emergency supplies. 

“I remember when my mom 
would take me and my sister to 
buy pantyhose for church the 
next morning,” Hall-Harper 
said, drawing laughter from 
those in attendance at the 36th 
Street North Events Center. 

“Northland was still a 
vibrant shopping center,” she 
said. “It was the same thing as 
Southland. We had Dillard’s 
and Froug’s and access to what 
they provided at Southland. 
We had all of the things that 
we have to go outside of 
our community currently to 
obtain.” 

The very site of the news 
conference for the Envision 
Comanche announcement was 
a Warehouse Market grocery 
store a half-century ago. 

“Slowly and surely, all 
of that went away, and the 
neighborhood deteriorated. 
White flight was a big part,” 
Hall-Harper said, noting that 

LONGTIME COMING FOR 
Phoenix District Residents
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Comanche Park will eventually be built out to include all of the land at the corner of 36th Street North and North Peoria.
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COMANCHE FROM A1

LEFT  Tulsa Housing Authority 
renderings envision the new 
Comanche Park mixed-use complex 
at 36th Street North and North 
Peoria.

COMANCHE CONTINUED ON A3
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Shifting the context 
around subsidized housing

the decline of North Tulsa continued as South 
Tulsa prospered. “You can clearly see where the 
investment and divestment was taking place. We 
still experience those ramifications today.” 

A commercial/residential realtor who moved 
to Tulsa from Los Angeles more than 20 
years ago, Burlinda Radney said she became 
a supporter of the 36th Street Small Area Plan 
when she met Chandler, while debating a CVS 
at the corner of East 15th Street and South Utica 
Avenue. 

“The CVS was out of step with what the 
community had planned in our small area 
plan, and Ms. Chandler came out to support 
us,” Radney said. “That’s how I met her and 
became an advocate for the 36th Street Small 
Area Plan. Ms. Chandler is deeply involved in 
neighborhood dynamics.” 

Radney said she understands “a wait-and-
see approach” before claiming victory on 
transformational change, but said federal grant 
has the opportunity to truly shift the context 
around subsidized housing in the North Tulsa 
area, especially the inclusion of more mixed 
income neighborhoods and bringing with it 
amenities and services that people need. 

“That could be a game changer,” Radney said. 
“As Secretary Fudge said, we are creating this 
healthy, happy community environment. I look 
forward to seeing that investment in the Tulsa 
Housing Authority complemented by more 
private sector and middle-income development 
to support an entire robust community.” 

Comanche residents: The good and the bad 
As Fudge said in her remarks, everyone deserves 
to have a safe place to live. The Tulsa Housing 
Authority’s efforts have not escaped the notice of 
Comanche residents. 

“I have to give a shout out to Jeff Hall, (the 
THA’s vice president of development services, 
because we’ve been working with them since 
2018,” said “Coach” Sidney McCalib, a 
Comanche Park resident. “I was skeptical, but 
they kept us in the loop with flyers, meetings and 
step-by-step explanations, and they’ve done an 
excellent job to get us where we are.”  

Cecilia Montgomery, who moved into 
Comanche Park when she was 18, also 
praised Comanche Park’s recreation center 
director for going above and beyond, even 
offering personal assistance to residents.  

“I have lived in four different apartments 
here, some were in shambles and others were 
really nice apartments,” said Montgomery, who 
credited recreation director Tereka Washington 
with improving Comanche through her efforts 
and keeping things going as it goes into its 

metamorphosis. 
Now, 15 years later, Montgomery reflects on 

her time there and the coming changes with a 
smile and a positivity that is infectious.  

“I am so excited! I’ve seen it at its worst,” 
Montgomery said. “There has been joy here and 
a lot of sadness. A lot of people are glad to see 
the old Comanche go and excited to see the new 
one rise. Because there has been so much pain 
here.” 

When she learned of the new development 
Tulsa Housing Authority officials were planning, 
it struck a chord of fear initially. 

“At first it was scary hearing about the 
changes,” she said. “We didn’t know if we were 
being shoved to the side, and do we matter? 
But we see they really do want to involve us in 
it, all the way from planning to demolition to 
reconstruction.” 

The numbers of residents at Comanche are 
dwindling, with many vacant apartments closed 
and secured while awaiting the demolition 
launch. But all residents will be given vouchers 
to find new apartments. THA has planned for the 
influx into other existing, eligible  units, Ginny 
Hensley, the agency’s communications director 
told The Eagle. 

Montgomery said she is happy to relocate, 
using a voucher for rent and a moving company. 
She said she intends to move back into Comanche 
when it is ready. 

Montgomery and McCalib keep the 
community going with a small garden and caring 
for the Comanche Park kids, teaching them how 
to make a garden grow and encouraging them 
to eat healthy, organic vegetables and fruits. 
McCalib is looking forward to a bigger space for 
an abundant garden when he moves back after 
the project is completed in three years.  

“Change is good for the whole North side,” 
he said. “It’s long overdue. I’d like to see more 
restaurants, businesses, a better gas station here 
and more lighting.” 

Currently, McCalib and Montgomery watch 
out for all residents and police their own area 
with some welcomed assistance from Tulsa 
County Sheriff patrols. Lower crime and 
enhanced security are two things that they will 
be grateful to have in the new complex. 

Hall-Harper said government projects 
implemented in the past could have been 
transformational. She said the most important 
measure of success for new initiatives is based 
on who they serve. 

“It can be transformational if it is for the 
benefit of those who need it the most,” she said.

COMANCHE FROM A2 A DREAM IN THE 
REMAKING OF 
THE PHOENIX 

DISTRICT

Tracie Chandler’s vision for the East 36th 
Street North corridor in the heart of the 
Phoenix District.

I like to close my eyes and dream of what 
East 36th Street North, the heart of the Phoenix 
District, would look like with me just focusing 
on the new renovations. This is what I see. A 
street lined with beautiful, colorful trees and 
vegetation. The sidewalk will be stamped with 
the Phoenix District logo that was chosen by 
approximately 1,000 people.  

I see benches and tables with the logo 
emblazoned on them. The street has mixed use 
buildings with all kinds of retail shops and va-
riety stores. There are restaurants, coffee shops, 
and there is a bakery. There is a food truck park 
containing picnic tables with chess and checker 
boards painted on them.  

The park would have accommodations for 
pop up business. This encourages the residents 
to come out and get to know each other.  

There are places of entertainment that meet 
the needs of the young as well as seasoned 
residents and everyone in between.  

There is a grocery store that has a restaurant 
that uses the vegetables grown in the communi-
ty gardens.  

There would be statues of famous individ-
uals. Children would be able to learn their 
numbers, geometric shapes, and the alphabets 
from concrete blocks along the street.  

There would be an all-purpose building that 
would serve as a community center, a school 
and a church. There would be a fantastic hotel 
that would draw people from near and far.  

You would be able to see awesome art work 
as well.

Tracie Chandler is president of the Phoenix 
District Council.

“I am the community activist 
that tells it like it is until it isn’t 
anymore. And when you see me 

out at public meetings…that’s me 
working on the anymore.”

TIMELINE FOR ENVISION 
COMANCHE

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

18 month resident and 
community-led planning 
process concludes with Tulsa 
Housing Authority Board 
approval of master plan. 
Early action highlight with 
implementation of new bus 
route from Comanche Park 
to Walt Whitman Elementary 
School.

Predevelopment and due 
diligence work initiated with 
zoning, preliminary platting, 
surveying and environmental 
studies completed. Initial 
designs for Phase I initiated. 
Early Action Highlight with 
delivery of Wi-Fi hotspots to 
Comanche Park families in 
partnership with the “Birth 
Through Eight Strategy for 
Tulsa (BEST). 

Procurement of Urban 
Strategies, Inc, and 
supportive services partner, 
and Pennrose, LLC, as co-
developer, in preparation 
for a fiscal year 2021 HUD 
Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative Implementation 
Grant application. Early 
Action Highlight with 
reopening of Comanche 
Resource Center (COVID-19) 
to host a 30-agency partner/
resource fair and the 
completion of the refreshed 
resident needs assessment. 

Submission of the CNI 
Implementation Grant 
Application in February 2022. 
Projected award timeframe 
of July 2022. Submission of 
HUD Demolition application, 
with projected approval date 
of May 2022. Continued 
resident and partner 
engagement. Upon award, 
initiation of predevelopment 
for Phase I housing. Upon 
approval, phase 1 demolition 
to start in October 2022.

January 2023 is financing 
application submission 
for Phase I with target 
construction start of August 
2023. Initial tenant relocation 
efforts initiated. Phase 
II financing application 
submitted in June with target 
construction in May 2024. 
Phase II demolition projected 
to start in October 2023.

2024
Initiate phase II of tenant 
relocation and phase III of 
demolition. Submit Phases III 
and IV financing applications 
with target to initiate 
construction for phase III in 
October. 

2025
Initiate phase III of tenant 
relocation, and initiate 
lease-up of Phase I new 
construction. Submit phases V 
and CI financing applications 
with construction for phase V 
in October.

Neighborhood activist Tracie Chandler talks with residents following the Comanche Park award news announcement.
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Fifty years ago The Oklahoma 
Eagle was born, the brainchild of the 
late Theodore Baughman, a pioneer 
in the field of Negro journalism. It 
had a very humble and inauspicious 
beginning, wrought with hardships and 
vicissitudes. But it managed to survive 
this motoring ruins of a district laid 
waste in in the catastrophe of 1921, and 
it has lived the mouthpiece of its people 
– a servant of the community. 

For 14 years, Theodore Baughman 
was editor of The Oklahoma Eagle, 
located at 117 N Greenwood St. He 
began operation with little capital and 
in the building owned by A. L. Phillips 
paying a monthly rental of $25. He 
had one job press, a Lee model, on 
which he ran a four-page, six-column 
paper. He sent his newscopy to Topeka, 
Kansas (The Plain Dealer) to be set. 
Two persons were employed by Mr. 
Baughman, his daughter, Eunice, 
as copy writer and Ed Nickens as 
pressman. He served as editor. To 
supplement capital, Mr. Baughman 
operated a sub-post office and dol 
McDonald Almanacs and out-of-state 
newspapers. 

In 1926, he purchased from 
Merganthaler Linotype Company, a 
model 14 linotype machine and Vassie 
Marsh came to work as linotypist. His 
circulation was 500. Emmitt Williams 
(recently retired) came to work as 
pressman to replace Ed Nickens, who 
took over the duties of shop foreman. 
They began to setting copy on Friday 
of each week and worked through 
Wednesday of the following week. 
On Thursdays, the paper was made 
up for running and the run of 500 was 
completed by Saturday morning using 
hand press. 

In 1927, the circulation was upped 
to 700 and two advertising men were 
hired to work on a commission basis: 
Frank Brown and Benjamin Butler. 
Rates were raised to 30 cents per 
column inch. The paper sold for 5 
cents per single copy, with a yearly 
subscription rate of $2. The paper 
operated at this scale for the succeeding 
10 years. Doldman Harbin also was 
hired as ad man. 

During the later part of 1936, 
Edward L. Goodwin, Sr. invested 
capital with Baughman, who died in 
1937, and the ownership passed to the 
present publisher, Goodwin. 

The plant moved to 123 North 
Greenwood, the building owned by 
Mr. Goodwin’s father, the late J. H. 
Goodwin. Charles S. Roberts and O. 
B. Graham assumed management of 
the paper. To increase circulation, the 
Messrs. Graham and Roberts conducted 
a subscription campaign for students. 
The boy or girl, selling the highest 
number of 100 subscriptions, would be 
given a year’s tuition to the College of 
their choice. The rates were raised to 
$2.50. 

Later, Dr. Marc Moreland succeeded 
Graham as editor and E. L. Goodwin 
succeeded Roberts as general manager. 
In 1938, the staff was reorganized and 

a program of expansion began. A Goss 
Comet Flatbed press was purchased 
from the Holdenville News, and Horace 
S. Hughes succeed Moreland as editor. 

The paper size was increased from 
four pages to eight pages, with eight 
columns twenty inches deep. An 
engraving plant was installed and 
additional machinery was purchased. 
Twelve people made up the staff: a 
pressman, composition man, to ad men, 
copy writer, secretary-bookkeeper and 
engraver, two linotype operators, the 
editor, publisher and janitor. 

In the summer of 1940, a linotype 
machine was purchased from the old 
Tribune plant, and the working hours 
of the operators changed from day and 
night, to day operations only. 

In 1941, the Rev. Dr. J. N. Wallace 
succeeded H. S. Hughes as editor and 
the beginning of the World War II was 
felt. Members of the shop personnel 
were called for induction. Only 
Williams was not called. He was too 
old. The publisher made a trip to the 
nation’s capital and managed to save 
one linotype operator, Lucius Jones. 

Through a three-year period, the 
Oklahoma Eagle ran with a three-
person working personnel: two men 
in the shop, Lucius Jones as linotype 
operator, composition and printer and 
Emmitt Williams as pressman, printer 
and all around make-up; Beezee 
Littles Flack as executive secretary, 
bookkeeper, society editor, Girl Friday, 
proofreader and typist. J. H. Goodwin, 
father of the publisher, served as 
general manager in absence of his son, 
who went to work for the State Board 
of Affairs as Business Manager of the 
Consolidated Negro Institute at Taft, 
Okla. Office workers were unavailable, 
since defense and war work took them 
either to Washington or defense plants. 

In 1946, Mrs. Jeanne B. Goodwin, 
wife of the publisher, came to work 
in the office. She served as city editor 
and assistant proofreader for 18 
months. The advertising rates were 
raised to 70 cents per column inch and 
the circulation was audited at 5,120. 
During this., the Eagle also printed two 
sister-papers, the Okmulgee Observer 
and the Muskogee Independent. Those 
short staffed, the revenue increased and 
new machinery and office equipment 
were purchased. 

The war ended and Julius A. Moran 
succeeded Dr. Wallace as editor. The 
shop personnel returned to normal. E. 
L. Goodwin, publisher resumed his 
managerial duties in December 1948. 
Another girl was employed in the 
office. The paper operated on this scale 
until February 1, 1950. 

In February of 1950, Edgar T. 
Rouzeu, former writer for The New 
York Herald Tribune, joined the staff as 
vice president and editor. Advertising 
rates were increased from 70 cents per 
column inch to $1 per inch and the 
typography underwent another change. 

Mrs. Thelma T. Gorham followed 
Mr. Rouzeu as editor and The 
Oklahoma Eagle gained wide 

recognition for an article she wrote, 
“How Ready Are We for Integration” 
which was carried in papers throughout 
the United States. 

In 1953, the publisher’s daughter, 
Mrs. Edwyna Dones, joined the Eagle 
staff and served as general manager and 
society editor for about a year. Eddie 
L. Madison, Jr. succeeded Mrs. Dones 
as editor and general manager and 
served in this capacity until the fall of 
1958. Bill Dillard, sports writer and city 
editor, also served on the staff. 

In 1957, Ed Goodwin, Jr., joined 
the staff as vice president and writer, 
serving along with the Rev. Ben 
H. Hill, editorial writer; Doretha 
McMillon, executive secretary, society 
editor-bookkeeper; Mary E. Street, 
teletypist; Mary Jacobs, proof reader 
-clerk; Dale Tucker, linotype operator; 
James Robinson, stereotype opr.; Jack 
Branstetter, printer; James “Red” 
Williams, pressman; Lee K. Turpin, 
advertising manager; Geno Garner, 
director of promotions; Ernest O. Velie, 
linotype operator; and the publisher, E. 
L. Goodwin, Sr. 

During the interim between 1950 and 
1959, other members of the Oklahoma 
Eagle Staff included, Luix Virgil 
Overbea, Kenneth Dones, Hank Moore, 
Louise Clark Artis, Claude Taylor, Cleo 
Jones, Jacqueline Edwards, Irma Jean 
Anthony, Mae Etta Seals, Warneice 
Taylor, Gwendolyn Northington, Willa 
James, Anna Mae Ennis, Bobbie Green, 
Bernice Jones, Ruth Smooth, Le-Anna 
Johnson, Viola D. Lewis, Juanita 
O. Lewis, Mary Musgrove, Hazel 
Brooks, Alvin Riley, Robert Reece, 
Synia Bolton, Amanda Christian, Joan 
McClanahan and Dolly Palmer. 

OK State Auditor: 
Special Audit of Tulsa 
Public Schools
Could Broaden

The Oklahoma Eagle | Founded in 1921 | Vol. CI No. 39

THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE is published weekly on Fridays by The Oklahoma Eagle, L.L.C., P.O. Box 3267, Tulsa, OK 74101. General office is 624 E. Archer 
St., Tulsa, OK 74120.  Periodical Postage (WSPS 406-580) is paid at Tulsa, OK.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the above address.  Delivery 
subscription rates (Continental United States, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands). All subscriptions may include Premium Edition issues 
throughout the year. 
Mail Subscriber Rates:   Single copy $1    |   Yearly $52   |   2 Years $100

©2022 The Oklahoma Eagle, L.L.C. All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical may be reproduced with expressed written consent.

Delivery 
For questions about deliver, billing and our membership 
program, please contact us at 
+1 (918) 582-7124, ext. 241. 

Submissions 
Submitted content may be edited for space, clarity and for 
considerations of liability. All submissions become the sole 
property of The Oklahoma Eagle, which reserves the right 
to run all or part of any submissions due to timeliness or 
newsworthiness. 

Letters to the Editor 
Want to write a letter to be published in the paper and online? Email 
us online to submit. 

Advertising 
For print and online advertising information, go to theoklahomaea-
gle.net/media-kit/ or call . +1 (918) 582-7124. 

The Newsroom 
Know something important we should cover? Send an inquiry to 
theoklahomaeagle.net/about/#subscribe. 

The Oklahoma Eagle

Enjoy articles, events 
and featured content 
online

WEB: www.theoklahomaeagle.net
FACEBOOK: #TheOklahomaEagle
TWITTER: #OKEaglePaper

Online

James O. Goodwin
Publisher 1980-Present

Robert K. Goodwin
Publisher 1972-1980

Edward L. Goodwin, Jr.
Co-Publisher 1980-2014

Edward L. Goodwin, Sr.
Publisher 1936-1972

Theodore B. Baughman
Publisher 1921-1936

Founded in 1921

News

Business

Photography

Print

Circulation

Contact

Gary Lee
Managing Editor

Ray Pearcey
Sr. Contributor

Nkem Ike
Contributor

Russell LaCour
Contributor

Victor Luckerson
Contributor

John Neal
Contributor

M. David Goodwin
Principal

Ross D. Johnson
Principal

David W. Cole
General Council

Russell LaCour
Contributor

Marsh Media
Advertising

Cory Young
Photographer

Sam Levrault
Production Director

Kirstein Lynn
Subscription Manager

Digital
Web
TheOklahomaEagle.net

Facebook
TheOklahomaEagle

Twitter
OKEaglePaper

Letters to the Editor
editor@theoklahomaeagle.net

Advertise
advertise@theoklahomaeagle.

net

Circulation
circulation@theoklahomaeagle.

net

Subscribe
theoklahomaeagle.net/subscribe

A reprint 
of our 
history 
from 
March 10, 
1960: Our 
Paper, 
The 
Oklahoma 
Eagle

The 

Oklahoma 

Eagle

by Doretha McMillon

A Conspiracy In Plain 
Sight

A4
September 30 - October 6, 2022The Oklahoma Eagle

GO DIGITAL

TheOklahomaEagle.net
Publisher’s Page

PHOTO THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Fifty years ago 
The Oklahoma 
Eagle was born, 
the brainchild 
of the late 
Theodore 
Baughman, a 
pioneer in the 
field of Negro 
journalism.

The Oklahoma Eagle newspaper cover, Mar. 10 edition, 1960.
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Everyone likes to think about 
being healthy in terms of eating 
right and trying not to live a 

sedentary lifestyle.  
For Black people, it’s much more 

complicated than that.  
Every single day our community 

is plagued with negative markers for 
health: obesity, heart disease, diabetes, 
low infant birth rates, maternal 
mortality rates, and limited life 
expectancy are only a few. 

Additionally, direct and vicarious 
trauma associated with structural 
and institutional racism, daily racial 
trauma from microaggressions and 
macroaggressions, and community 
violence more than justify the need 
for Black-centered justice, equity, and 
healing. 

The Be The Healing movement, 
birthed into reality by Dr. Joy 
DeGruy, focuses on first learning and 
then understanding the history and 
experiences of African-American 
people in this country. With nearly 40 
years of direct practical experience 
in the social work profession, as a 
clinical therapist, as a historian, and as 
the author of the groundbreaking book 
“Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome,” 
Dr. Joy is well-suited to speak on 
the historical trauma and continued 
adverse reality of African Americans 
— and what it takes for us to heal. 

Indeed, the now and the future 
component of the Be the Healing 
movement outlines how to center 
our cultural knowing as we develop, 
implement, and evaluate culturally 
relevant education and intervention. 

Last year the MacArthur Foundation 
aligned with this mission and sponsored 
this work. Their support allowed Dr. 
Joy — who happens to be my mom — 
in partnership with my organization, 
the Black Parent Initiative of Portland, 
Oregon, to organize five regional 
Be the Healing symposiums across 

several states. These symposiums aim 
to co-create with the community the 
continuous improvement strategies we 
need to improve life for Black people 
in this country. 

The impact of these symposiums 
has been that young people, educators, 
community members, and regular folk 
have learned the history of institutions, 
organizations, laws, and policies that 
have prevented many of the people in 
their lives from moving forward and 
achieving their full potential. With 
that knowledge, people have become 
more committed to their personal 
healing and to the healing of their 
communities. We have seen so many 
changes happen over the past several 
months — including new intervention 
strategies that are asset-based and new 
evaluation methods that are culturally 
responsive and culturally sustaining. 

But we know we need to do more 
— and that’s why we’re heading back 
to the heart of America — a place with 
so much love to give, but where 
our community has seen so much 
suffering: Chicago. 

On September 23-25, Dr. Joy will 
partner with Organic Oneness in 
Chicago to participate in their fifth 
annual Be the Healing conference. 
This particular Be the Healing 
conference focuses on reparations, and 
we will address the historical harm 
and trauma of racism and colonization 
through an inspirational and solution-
oriented global lens. 

Why the focus on reparations? You 
can’t restore or repair what you refuse 
to acknowledge has been broken or 
damaged. In order to hold people 
accountable, we have to recognize 
the historical and continuous 
oppression and racial terrorism 
experienced by Black people in this 
country. Reparations are required for 
accountability and justice.  

Organizations like Organic 

Oneness, which focus on creating 
equity and justice for people of color, 
are perfect collaborators in this work. 
As part of the conference, Organic 
Oneness is facilitating community 
tours designed to show participants 
what action and transformation look 
like, and share best practices that lead 
us towards true justice and reparations.  

If you would like to get involved, 
please participate in a symposium near 
you, follow Dr. Joy, and learn about her 
work! Above all, we must collectively 
take action to help Black people who 
have been largely forgotten about or 
excluded from critical conversations 
that impact their daily lives. 

We have to use new eyes to envision 
what is possible for our community. 
We need to stop focusing on how to 
survive and instead truly establish 
what is imperative for us to thrive.  

This must happen on an individual, 
family, community, and larger 
societal level. There has to be 
ideation, innovation, acceleration, and 
accountability that begins with us and 
extends into the communities in which 
we live, serve and die. 

We have to move beyond being 
“trauma-informed” and celebrating 
our resilience in the face of perpetual 
subjugation! We have to expand our 
notions of self-care to an unapologetic 
commitment to caring for ourselves 
and our community! 

It’s time to show off ourselves in 
our communities in a new way and in a 
beautifully organic, positive, knowing 
manner that allows us to shine with 
the brightness we’ve always had — 
but that institutions, policies, and laws 
have continuously sought to dim and 
extinguish. 

We are committed to beaming light 
and love to every Black child, woman, 
man, and all the other ways we identify 
ourselves.  

We are unyielding in our 

determination to show each other the 
grace, compassion, encouragement, 
respect, and faith we all deserve. 

It’s time to stop talking about it, and 
it’s time to be about it. 

It’s time to Be The Healing.

Dr. Joy DeGruy and Reparations: 
Why Healing Begins With Truth

by bahia OvertOn
Word In Black

PHOTO NANCY WONG

We have 
to use new 
eyes to 
envision 
what is 
possible 
for our 
community. 
We need 
to stop 
focusing 
on how to 
survive and 
instead truly 
establish 
what is 
imperative 
for us to 
thrive.

Keynote presenter Dr. Joy A. DeGruy at the Be the Healing Conference at IIT Kent Law School in Chicago, Illinois on Monday, December 9, 2019.

BAHIA OVERTON, a children’s advocate with 
deep experience in the field of social 
work and serving community-based 
organizations.

DeGruy and her daughter Bahia Overton are partnering with Chicago’s 
Organic Oneness — and they’re focused on ending racial trauma and bringing 
about justice.

The Oklahoma Eagle
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Oklahoma Is Prosecuting 
Pregnant Women for 

Using Medical Marijuana
rural county near the Kansas border charged her 
with child neglect, a felony. She has decided to fight 
the charge, and recently declined to comment on the 
advice of her public defender. 

She is one of at least 26 women charged with 
felony child neglect in Oklahoma since 2019 for using 
marijuana during their pregnancies, an investigation by 
The Frontier found. The crime can carry a term of up to 
life in prison in Oklahoma, though previous defendants 
pleaded guilty and received probation. 

At least eight of the women had state medical 
marijuana licenses, which allow holders to legally 
purchase and use cannabis after a recommendation 
from a physician. 

The nonprofit National Advocates for Pregnant Women, 
which tracks pregnancy-related prosecutions, says these 
Oklahoma cases are the only ones of this kind the group 
has heard about. In Alabama, pregnant women have been 
prosecuted after filling prescriptions for medications from 
their doctors. 

Officials in Arizona placed one mother on a career-
limiting child abuse registry after the birth of her son in 
2019, claiming she had neglected her unborn child by 
using marijuana with a medical license. That case was 
overturned earlier this year, with the appeals court finding 
that medical marijuana was similar to any medicine used 
under physician’s care. 

In Oklahoma, the issue of whether medical marijuana 
can be considered an “illegal drug” is likely to be key in 
future prosecutions. People in Oklahoma can be charged 

PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

26 women 
charged with 
felony child 
neglect in 
Oklahoma 
since 2019.

The Nov. 8 general election is fast 
approaching.  

Oklahoma Watch has assembled 
a voting guide to help you navigate 
upcoming deadlines and prepare to 
cast a ballot:

Where can I find my polling place? 
You can verify your registration status, 
check your polling place’s address and 
request a party affiliation change on 
the OK Voter Portal website.  

Due to redistricting last fall, your 
polling location may have changed 
this year.  

I’m not registered to vote. What is 
the deadline to apply? 
The deadline is Friday, Oct. 14, 
three and a half weeks before the 
Nov. 8 general election. Oklahoma 
is not among the 21 states, including 
neighboring New Mexico and 
Colorado, which offer same-day voter 
registration on election day.  

You may fill out an application 
online, but you’ll have to print it out, 
sign and deliver it to your local county 
election board office. You may also 
apply in person.  

I have a criminal record. Can I 
vote? 
If you have a felony conviction, 
you must complete your full, court-
mandated sentence to regain your 
voting rights. For example, if you 
were sentenced to five years in prison 
and released from custody after two 
years, you must wait five years before 
applying.  

I turn 18 soon. Can I register 
before my birthday?  
You can preregister if you’re at least 
17 years and six months old, but you’ll 
only be able to vote if you turn 18 
before Nov. 8.  

When does early voting begin?  
Early voting runs from Nov. 2-5. 
Here’s the schedule:  

• Wednesday, Nov. 2: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  
• Thursday, Nov. 3: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  
• Friday, Nov. 4: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  
• Saturday, Nov. 5: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

You can find your early voting 
location here.  

How do I vote absentee?  
Oklahoma law permits voters to cast 
an absentee ballot without stating a 
reason. The deadline to request an 
absentee ballot is Monday, Oct. 24 at 
5 p.m.  

Standard absentee voters, who 
are not physically incapacitated or 
living overseas, must have their ballot 
notarized. Several banks, libraries 
and nonprofit organizations offer free 
notary services for absentee ballots.  

I requested an absentee ballot but 
didn’t send it in. Can I vote in 
person instead?  
Yes, but you will be required to sign a 
form swearing that you did not send in 
the absentee ballot.  

Oklahoma Voter Registration Guide: How 
to Participate in the 2022 Midterm Election

By Keaton Ross

OklahOma Watch
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with child neglect for using illegal drugs 
while pregnant, under rulings in 2020 and 
2021 by the state Court of Criminal Appeals. 
These rulings all involved women who used 
methamphetamine during their pregnancies. 
Women here have been prosecuted even after 
giving birth to healthy babies. 

But marijuana is generally legal for people 
in the state if they have a license from the 
Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority. 

The agency says it has no rules prohibiting 
pregnant people from using the drug or holding 
a license, and there are no penalties for doing 
so. Oklahoma doesn’t require doctors to ask if 
someone is pregnant or may become pregnant 
before signing off on a medical marijuana 
license. 

Medical licenses and cannabis products in 
the state do carry advisory warnings against 
use during pregnancy, similar to those found 
on cigarette packaging. Medical experts advise 
against using marijuana, cigarettes, alcohol 
and other drugs while pregnant. 

Brian Hermanson, one of two prosecutors 
in the state who has brought charges against 
pregnant women, has not responded to 
multiple recent requests for comment. In 
past interviews, he has said the warnings on 
Oklahoma’s medical marijuana license justify 
his cases against mothers. 

“If they make bad decisions about using 
drugs while they’re pregnant, they’re probably 
going to make other bad decisions when 
raising the child,” he said last November. 

The prosecutions involving medical 
marijuana are “inconsistent with state law,” 
said Ryan Kiesel, a civil rights attorney and 
former Oklahoma lawmaker who worked on 
litigation on behalf of the 2018 campaign to 
legalize medical marijuana in the state. 

“Those women are protected as medical 
marijuana patients under the law,” Kiesel said. 
“It’s important to remember, if you have a 
medical marijuana license, you are under the 
care of a physician.” 

Dana Sussman, acting executive director 
of National Advocates for Pregnant Women, 
said Hermanson is exceeding his authority 
by applying his own ideas about parenting to 
medical marijuana patients. 

“His role as a prosecutor is not to impose 
his moral authority on the people in his 
jurisdiction,” Sussman said. 

Three-quarters of U.S. states permit 

marijuana use for medical purposes, and 19 
have authorized recreational use. Oklahoma 
may vote on legalizing recreational marijuana 
use in a coming election, now that legalization 
proponents have submitted more than the 
required number of signatures to get the 
measure on the ballot. Similar measures have 
already qualified for referendums this year in 
Maryland, Missouri, North Dakota and South 
Dakota. 

Between 2002 and 2017, the proportion of 
U.S. women who reported using marijuana 
during the first trimester of pregnancy grew 
from under 6% to 12%, according to data from 
the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
which collected information from close to half 
a million women. 

The number of Oklahoma newborns who 
tested positive for marijuana has jumped more 
than 160% since state voters legalized medical 
use in 2018, according to data from the state 
Department of Human Services. More than 
three-quarters of the roughly 1,000 newborns 
who tested positive for drugs in the 12 months 
ending in June 2021 were exposed to marijuana 
in the womb. 

While drugs like methamphetamine and 
cocaine pass through the body rapidly, it’s 
possible for evidence of marijuana to show up 
in a newborn screening months after a mother’s 
last use, according to medical journals and 
court testimony. 

But Dr. Mishka Terplan, who has researched 
substance use in pregnancy and has helped 
develop American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologist guidance on addiction, said 
decades’ worth of data on prenatal exposure to 
cannabis suggests any long-term health effects 
on babies are minimal. The impact of cannabis 
exposure in the womb can also be hard to 
separate from that of tobacco use and other 
health and environmental factors, he said. 

The threat of criminal prosecution in 
Oklahoma has made it harder to gain pregnant 
patients’ trust and to provide treatment, said 
Dr. Stephanie Pierce, who runs a clinic for 
pregnant women with substance-use disorders 
at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center. Instead of acting as a deterrent for drug 
use, she added, fear of arrest can keep women 
from seeking prenatal care. 

“We know that if you don’t get regular 
prenatal care during pregnancy, or if you 
come to prenatal care really late, that’s a 
huge risk factor for adverse outcomes in the 
pregnancy,” Pierce said. “So it really just kind 
of compounds all of their risks.” 

Pierce and more than 30 other Oklahoma 
doctors signed a public letter last year, 
condemning the criminal prosecution of 
women for drug use during pregnancy. 

All of the criminal cases for marijuana use 
that The Frontier found were filed in just two 
of Oklahoma’s 77 counties, by prosecutors 
who have aggressively charged mothers for 
substance use during pregnancy — Hermanson 
in Kay County, on the Kansas border, and Kyle 

Cabelka in Comanche County, in the southwest 
corner of the state. 

The Frontier found four women in 
Comanche County charged in 2021 with child 
neglect for allegedly using marijuana during 
their pregnancies. At least one had a medical 
marijuana license. Cabelka has criminally 
charged at least 23 women in connection 
with drug use during pregnancy since 2018. 
Most of the cases involved meth. He declined 
interview requests. 

In Kay County, The Frontier found 14 
women who were convicted of child neglect in 
the past two years after using marijuana during 
their pregnancies. None of the cases went to 
trial — all of the women pleaded no contest to 
the charge and were sentenced to probation for 
terms ranging from two to 10 years. 

Hermanson’s office has filed at least 50 
child neglect cases since 2019 against women 
for using drugs during pregnancy, 22 of them 
involving marijuana. Seven, including Aguilar, 
had medical marijuana licenses. Some of the 
women convicted in Kay County were also 
ordered to attend parenting classes, submit 
to drug tests, complete community service, 
or undergo assessments for drug and alcohol 
addiction. 

Most of the women Hermanson prosecuted 
for marijuana didn’t have a prior criminal 
history, he said during a brief interview outside 
his office in March. But he hoped a suspended 
sentence could help the women and “stop the 
cycle” of drug use, he said, noting that he’s 
charged some women more than once for using 
illegal drugs during successive pregnancies. 

“They’re just not taking into consideration 
the child,” he said. 

The women receive deferred sentences 
and the cases can be erased with no felony 
conviction on their records if they successfully 
complete the probation requirements, he said. 

But even with a deferred judgment, which 
doesn’t count as a felony conviction, the arrest 
can still show up on a background check for 
a job, four criminal defense lawyers told The 
Frontier. Hiring an attorney to try to get the 
charge completely removed can cost as much 
as $5,000, they said. 

Aguilar still has custody of her five children; 
a child-welfare worker decided that all of the 
kids were well-cared for and did not remove 
them from her home, according to testimony at 
a hearing in August. Her case is scheduled to 
go to trial in February 2023.

A7Local & State September 30 - October 6, 2022

The Oklahoma Eagle

GO DIGITAL

TheOklahomaEagle.net

PHOTOS ADOBE STOCK

MARIJUANA FROM A6

CONTRIBUTORS  Kay News Cow reporter Sharon Rowen 
and former Frontier reporter Kassie McClung 
contributed reporting.

When can I vote on election day? 
What should I bring with me?  
The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 8.  

State law requires voters to present 
proof of identity before casting a 
ballot. The following are acceptable 
forms:

• State, federal or tribal-issued photo 
identification  

• A voter identification card issued by 
your county election board. You can 
request a new voter identification 
card through the OK Voter Portal.  

If you forgot your ID or there’s a 
dispute over your eligibility to vote, 
you may submit a provisional ballot. 
The ballot will count if election 
workers can match your identification 

information with the voter registration 
database.  

Is my employer required to give me 
time off to vote? 
Yes, but only under select 
circumstances:  

• Your polling place and workplace 
are far apart, necessitating time off 

• You make an oral or written request 
at least three days prior  

• There is no three-hour window 
before or after your shift where the 
polls are open.  

By law, your employer can opt 
to change your work schedule to 
accommodate voting.  

Once inside the polling place, what 
can and can’t I do?  
Make sure you are not wearing 

clothing promoting a candidate or 
voicing support for a candidate within 
300 feet of your polling place. This 
could be considered electioneering, 
a misdemeanor punishable by up to 
one year in jail and a $10,000 fine.  

You may bring a sample ballot or 
notes with you, but keep them out of 
sight from other voters.  

Oklahoma permits voters to take 
and share photos of their ballot but 
specifies that voters may not post 
the images from inside an election 
enclosure.  

I’ve noticed something unusual at 
my polling place. How can report 
it?  
If you believe an election law is being 
violated, you should notify your 
precinct officials and county election 
board as soon as possible, the state 
election board advises.  

How are Oklahoma election results 
counted and verified?  
Oklahoma uses eScan A/T voting 
devices in all 77 counties. Paper 
ballots are inserted into the device, 
counted and dropped into a secure bin. 
The machines are not connected to the 
internet.  

The state election 
board conducted an audit of the June 
primary election results in late July. 
There was no difference between 
the manual audit totals and certified 
election results. State election officials 
have said they plan to audit the Nov. 8 
election results.  

What’s on the ballot? 
Oklahomans will vote on governor, 
two Senate seats and eight statewide 
executive positions. All five of the 
state’s congressional seats are also on 
the ballot.  

State Question 820, which seeks 
to legalize recreational marijuana in 
Oklahoma for adults 21 or older, may 
appear on the ballot depending on an 
Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling.  

Depending on where you live, state 
legislative or local races may appear 
on the ballot. Sample ballots will be 
available on the OK Voter Portal 
closer to election day.  

This story was produced as part 
of the Democracy Day journalism 
collaborative, a nationwide 
effort to shine a light on the 
threats and opportunities facing 
American democracy. Read more 
at usdemocracyday.org.

Newborns, testing positive 
for marijuana, increased 
160 percent

State law requires voters to present proof of identity
VOTING FROM A6

The threat 
of criminal 
prosecution 
in Oklahoma 
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it harder to 
gain pregnant 
patients’ trust 
and to provide 
treatment
Dr. Stephanie Pierce, University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 



receive an across-the-board annual pay increase 
of $5,000.  

In making the case for the raise, state education 
staff told the Board that it was necessary to stem 
“worsening teacher shortages.”  The proposed 
2023-24 Oklahoma state budget, beginning July 
1 and which includes these increases, would 
require a vote of the Oklahoma Legislature 
when it convenes next year. 

Oklahoma teachers last received an official 
pay raise of $6,100 in 2018 and an additional 
salary increase averaging $1,220 passed in 2019, 
according to the State Department of Education. 
The increase in teacher compensation is 
estimated to cost approximately $310 million, 
including within the total state Department of 
Education budget of $3.57 billion for fiscal year 
2024.  

Tulsa School Board President Stacey 
Woolley supported the proposal, saying it was 
an effort to offset “gross underfunding over the 
last few years.” 

In a meeting held to consider the raise, the 
OSBE questioned state staff closely about 
whether the proposed education budget, 
including the teachers’ pay hike, adequately 
addressed the current needs for Oklahoma’s 
509 public school districts. The seven-member 
board eventually voted unanimously to advance 
the budget measure.  

“No one at this table is opposed to this,” 
board member Estela Hernandez of Oklahoma 
City told the meeting in comments that were 
generally shared by other members. “Teachers 
deserve that and more.”  

Tulsa Public Schools have faced a significant 
teacher and support staff shortage for years. 
The most recent annual Oklahoma State School 
Board Association survey reflected that teaching 
vacancies are up 50% statewide since 2020.  

But the numbers don’t stop there. The 
National Center for Education Progress found 
that the pipeline of college students graduating 
with education degrees in Oklahoma fell by 
80% from 2010 to 2020, a decline greater than 
any other state. 

Consequently, school districts have 
increasingly relied on “emergency certificates,” 
filling school teaching vacancies with 
individuals underqualified for teaching 
positions. This is partly because “Oklahoma 
teachers earn 32% less than other professionals 
with commensurate degrees,” according to the 
Oklahoma Educational Association.  

Improving teachers’ pay 
The proposed raise seeks to address Oklahoma’s 
dismal rankings among states in teachers’ pay 
and per pupil expenditures.  

In a 2021 analysis on teacher pay across the 
country, the National Education Association 
(NEA), ranked Oklahoma 34th in average salary 
($54,762), 39th on entry-level pay ($38,074), 
and 45th on per pupil expenditures ($10,553) 
among the 50 states.  

The focus on salaries comes at time 
nationwide where teachers now make on 

average $2,150 less than they did 10 years ago, 
the NEA reports. 

Despite the attempt to offset these disparities, 
recent high rates of inflation will significantly 
mitigate the proposed increase. For example, 
using consumer price index changes over the 
last four years, a teacher earning the current 
state average of $54,096 lost over $4,800 in 
purchasing power since the last pay increase. 
And the proposed state budget included no 
salary increases for the 33,511 school district 
support staff, who last received a pay boost 
from the state in 2018.  

The teacher pay increase faces an uncertain 
outcome in the Republican-dominated 
Oklahoma Senate and House. Those bodies 
have not prioritized school funding in recent 
years. The state handed out the last pay hikes 
in 2018-2019 under pressure, because of the 
statewide teachers’ strike.  

Since then, Oklahoma lawmakers have made 
no financial moves to raise teachers’ salaries. 
In the last couple of years, public schools have 
increasingly relied upon federal funds in the 
form of the Biden Administration-led American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to help Americans 
during the coronavirus pandemic.  

While Oklahoma has received a total of 
$3.19 billion in ARPA funding – which passed 
Congress despite Oklahoma’s entire seven-
member Republican delegation voting against 
it, the financial assistance is only temporary.  

Carolyn Thompson, the OED’s deputy chief 
of staff, told the state board that the teacher 
shortage was due to two primary factors. The 
first was the departure of teachers caused by the 
stress of the COVID-19 pandemic. The second 
cause was the large number of teachers retiring 
as a consequence of the way retirement benefits 
are calculated from the 2018-2019 bump in pay. 
She claimed that the $5,000 pay hike would 
catapult Oklahoma from fourth place to first in 
the seven-state region. 

But that goal could be accomplished only if 
other states in the region didn’t increase teacher 
salaries.  

In New Mexico, Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham has already signed into law a teachers’ 
pay increase of $10,000 for next year. That 
hike would keep New Mexico well ahead of 
Oklahoma. 

“We’ve significantly raised teacher pay 
in recent years, but so did our neighboring 
states with whom we are competing,” State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy 
Hofmeister said in a news release. “This 
investment is vital to our ability to build a 
sustainable teacher workforce, necessary for 
providing the high-quality education Oklahoma 
students need and deserve.” 

It is uncertain that the $5,000 in teacher 
pay increases would move Oklahoma from its 
low rankings nationally. A nationwide teacher 
shortage teacher crisis is likely to cause other 
states to react as well.   

‘Five- alarm-fire’ 
In a February media release, NEA President 
Becky Pringle characterized the nationwide 

teacher shortage as a “five-alarm fire.”  
While the teacher shortage has been decades 

in the making, the pandemic has worsened 
the situation, she noted. The U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics recently revealed that 
there were 567,000 fewer public educators 
nationwide than before the pandemic. 
Oklahoma school district officials, including 
Tulsa Superintendent Deborah Gist, have 
also pointed the finger at teaching restrictions 
imposed by the controversial Oklahoma House 
Bill 1775 that increase stress on teachers 
and district administrators. The legislation 
restricts Oklahoma public school educators 
from teaching on the topics of ethnicity and 
gender issues that “one race or sex is inherently 
superior to another race or sex.” 

A federal lawsuit, led by the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Oklahoma and a diverse 
group of students and educators, is challenging 
H.B. 1775 is unconstitutional under the First 
and 14th Amendments 

In addition, the state board imposed harsh 
sanctions on the Tulsa and Mustang public 
school districts – each was downgraded to 
accredited with warning on July 28 – for 
unwittingly violating racial diversity training 
prohibitions in the new law. 

The Oklahoma Education Association – 
which has nearly 35,000 members – said the 
penalties against Tulsa and Mustang sends a 
depressing signal to teachers who are working 
in “an already stressed system. This creates 
significant concerns among teachers and staff, 
who may now be afraid to teach portions of the 
State Standards in fear of retaliation.” 

Seen in its full context, the proposed 
teachers’ pay increase is unlikely to stem the 
hemorrhaging of teachers’ departures from 
public schools.  

Oklahoma educators say when the teachers’ 
pay increases is removed from the proposed 
state budget, the net increase in state funding 
for the remaining portion of the budget is only 
$86 more in per pupil expenditure for the next 
school year. 

Setting aside the teacher-only proposed pay 
increases, the budget being advanced to the 
legislature next year amounts to less than a 2% 
increase over last year’s total appropriation. 
This is at a time when inflation rages almost 
unabated at near 6% from a year earlier.  

“We’ve got to be competitive and attract and 
keep great teachers,” said Hofmeister, who is 
running against Gov. Kevin Stitt on Nov. 8. 
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Raise seeks to address OK’s Dismal Ranking

JOHN NEAL, the author, is a former resident of Sand 
Springs. He is well versed in urban renewal, its uses 
and abuse, as a former city manager in Oklahoma 
and departmental consultant for the city of El Paso, 
Texas. In 2008, he was that city’s planning pirector 
when the city won multiple awards for its planning 
accomplishments. He is now retired and resides in 
Austin, Texas.



watching cry. It didn’t matter if we were tired or sleepy, he would 
make us stand there and we’d have to sing the songs on the radio. 
Stuff like Michael Jackson, it was Jackson Five. To this day I 
don’t know a single word of those songs. I think it’s just a trauma 
response, you know?

He didn’t know how to play, but he’d play the piano the entire 
time. For hours, this cat is playing and he’s doing some Liberace. 
… Brrrring, running his hands across the keys. Just pounding on 
the keys. And we would stand there and sing for hours. 

It wasn’t until years later, when I was at Del Crest Junior High, 
that I started to understand him better. One day, my dad overheard 
my brothers and I talking and saying we hated him and he came 
right up to us and started yelling in our faces. He said all of that 
standing by the piano came because “I’d be out drinking and I’d be 
wanting to go to sleep, but every time I drank, I’d have nightmares 
about my best friend being shot in the head right next to me. And 
then my other best friend getting shot up.” And so what he would 

do is make us stay up and stand by that piano and sing so he didn’t 
have to fall asleep. He didn’t want to admit he needed help or 
know how to ask for it. 

My father was drafted while he was in college. He was in the 
Army and he fought in Vietnam. And what he experienced over 
there messed him up. When he came home he started drinking and 
that contributed to the violence. But also, it had a lot to do with 
how he grew up. He got whooped, too. He didn’t know any better. 
But we’re breaking that cycle.

He was in and out of rehab three, four, five times, for years. 
But by God’s grace, he was healed. And then I started to see the 
changes. I remember, I was 12 years old and he actually said, ‘why 
don’t we get you to an art class because you’re so good at it?’ This 
was the same guy who used to throw my crayons away and rip up 
my pictures and tell me to stop doing that because art was for girls. 

Art was my coping mechanism and I kept at it even when he 
hated it. I got my bachelor’s in graphic art from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University and then got my master’s in education 
at the University of Central Oklahoma and took a job as an art 
teacher at an alternative high school in Oklahoma City called 
SeeWorth Academy. When kids got kicked out of their school, 
whether they were in Star Spencer, Midwest City or Enid, they 
would come to our school. We had a school full of people from 
all over Oklahoma in one building. And 75% of those kids were 
gang affiliated. 

The first week I was there, there was a young man who was an 
incredible artist. He was drawing in front of me and I kind of took 
him under my wing. And so I worked with him for a few days 
and then he stopped showing up. Eventually, I asked, “Where’s 
that kid?” And they said he had been shot and killed in a store 
robbery. It just blew me away. And everybody went on with their 
business. Trauma had become a normal thing. The next week there 
was another kid involved in another act of violence and so I started 
writing their names down on a sheet of paper. And after a month 
that sheet of paper was filled front and back with kids who ended 
up dead or in jail.

Working with gangs, if you wore red, you were associated with 
the Bloods. If you wore blue, you were Crips.  So every time you 
wore a color, the kids would associate you with a gang so I started 
wearing black on a regular basis. It just sort of became my thing 
and I still wear black to this day.

That school changed my life. I went into it just as a job, but after 
the first few weeks, it turned into something different. It turned 
into a passion for helping people with their issues.

I spent more than a decade there. Then I went to Cedar Ridge 
behavioral health hospital and worked in the kids unit with 
aggressive kids. I spent a lot of time creating a program that 
reduced the number of times they physically restrained the kids. 
And then I adapted that program for Griffin Memorial Hospital. 
I was on an adult unit that took overflow from Vinita where they 
hold patients who are considered criminally insane. These are 
generally the most violent and severely ill patients in the mental 
health system. Three shoulder surgeries and a back surgery later, I 
ended up here at Oakwood Springs. 

I do this work to help people and I can do it because I thrive in 
chaos. I got used to dealing with the chaos of my father early on 
and it became comfortable. And in that comfort, I learned how to 
manage it. 

Everybody should at least have an opportunity at stability, at 
healing and my classes teach people who struggle with addiction 
and mental health how to do that. I always start one of my classes 
with a 1978 video of Christopher Reeves as Superman saving Lois 
Lane. And then after that, I tell them, “Superman isn’t going to 
save you. If you want your life back, then you’ve got to be your 
own Superman.”

It took almost 14 years, with some mess ups and some bumps 
in the road, but my dad found his superhero cape. He became a 
minister when I was in high school and he started his own church 
while I was in college. My mom really got my dad where he 
needed to be in order to start healing and for probably the last 10 
years of his life my dad and I became best friends. For the last 9 
months, he was really sick. Every day I came to the hospital and I 
stood by his bed like I did that piano, only no one had to make me 
stand next to him. I did it with joy. I just stood next to him and held 
his hand and read Psalms and prayed for him. We had come full 
circle. The same man I stood by the piano with was now asking me 
to stand by his bed because he was scared and it gave him peace. I 
didn’t see that one coming.

Whitney Bryen is an investigative reporter at Oklahoma Watch 
covering vulnerable populations. Her recent investigations focus on 
mental health and substance abuse, domestic violence, nonprofits 
and nursing homes. Contact her at (405) 201-6057 or wbryen@
oklahomawatch.org. Follow her on Twitter @SoonerReporter.
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Mongo Allen’s office at Oakwood Springs behavioral health hospital is covered with phone numbers of people who offer resources to 
Oklahomans fighting addiction and mental health. Superheroes on the wall behind him remind him of a previous job teaching students 
who were gang affiliated. He always wore black to school because any other color signified gang affiliation2019.
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About Talk of Greenwood

CITYWIDE 
CREATIVE FESTIVAL
The location for the grand dinner was as impressive as the setting: 
right smack in the middle of Greenwood, near the corner of Archer. 
The guests, decked to the nines in all white garb, were seated at 
a long, elegantly decorated table. The 50 or so attendants dined 
on one fabulous course after another. And yes, there were wine 
pairings, all spot-on. With Tulsa Black caterers Taylor LaTouche, 
Tiffany Tisdale- Braxton, and Tylisha Thompson doing the cooking, 
how could the multicourse meal be anything but dope? 
This was a Soiree En Blanc, a riff of the Diner En Blanc events held 
in cities across the world, where guests dress up in white and dine al 
fresco. Held on September 18, it was the kick-off of Parla, a week-
long series of events around Tulsa showcasing top Black creative 
talent.  
On Tuesday, September 20, there was a night of dance featuring 
various performances at Centennial Park. On Thursday, September 
22, the works of Black filmmakers and actors were shown at Circle 
Cinema. Public street art, graffiti, plays, and poetry were also on the 
program.  
J ‘Parles Artist Group Incorporated organized the events. “It was 
a wonderful week celebrating the free spirit of local artists,” said 
Jerica Wortham, the author, spoken word artist, and Native Tulsan 
who is the creator of J’Parles and was the chief planner and host.

Soiree En Blanc guest prepared to enjoy event wine pairings and catered 
dining. PHOTO Facebook
CONTRIBUTOR  Gary Lee

GREENWOOD 
GALLERY CLOSES  
The Greenwood Gallery, 10 N. Greenwood Ave., has closed 
permanently. 
Sequena “Queen” Alexander opened the gallery in May 2021 during 
the centennial anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre. She quickly 
transformed the prime space into a popular Greenwood District 
locale, displaying the works of Black artists, both local and national. 
The gallery also held shows highlighting the plights of Blacks in 
Tulsa and other communities. Alexander hosted Black Wall Street 
community events, too. On September 17, the gallery’s last day, it 
had a daylong sale of its inventory of art and furniture. 
Alexander assured fans that she plans to continue her efforts to 
promote the work of Black artists by conducting traveling exhibits 
and pop-up galleries. 
“Black creatives are more empowered to create their own 
commerce, implement their ideas and innovate for economic 
growth,” she said. “The Gallery has performed a role in Tulsa to 
support artists, and now it is time to broaden our reach. 
We will continue to provide history, culture, and art, but no longer 
as an anchor in the Greenwood District.” 

Greenwood Gallery patrons enjoying an afternoon of exhibitions.
PHOTO Facebook
CONTRIBUTOR  Gary Lee

BANNED BOOKS 
DISPLAY AT FULTON 
Fulton Street Books & Coffee, a Black-owned community 
bookstore at 210 W. Latimer Street in the Heights, has created a 
table of Banned Books. Among the various titles on display are: 
The True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie’s first-person 
narrative novel written from the perspective of a Native American 
teenager; The 1619 Project, Nikole Hannah-Jones’s wildly popular 
scholarly account of enslaved people; How to Be an Antiracist, the 
widely read 2019 nonfiction book by American author and historian 
Ibram X. Kendi. Combining social commentary and memoir, the 
book discusses concepts of racism and Kendi’s proposals for anti-
racist individual actions and systemic changes; The Hate U Give. 
In this 2017 novel by Angie Thomas, 16-year-old Starr Carter 
moves between the poor neighborhood where she lives and the 
fancy suburban prep school she attends. These and other books on 
the table are all banned in various schools and libraries across the 
country. 
The display is part of the popular bookstore’s protest the movement 
by conservatives in Oklahoma – and nationwide – to ban books 
from schools and libraries. On September 21, Fulton also co-
sponsored an online discussion on Defending LGBTQ Literature 
in Oklahoma. The event, also supported by Pen America Tulsa, 
featured Mike Curato, author of Flamer, and William Johnson of 
Pen America. The event was held in commemoration of Banned 
Books Week 2022 

Defending LGBTQ Literature in Oklahoma digital event promotion.
PHOTO Facebook
CONTRIBUTOR  Gary Lee

DISCOUNTED 
BIKESHARES  
Budget shoppers alert! Looking for a way to beat the sky-high 
cost of gas? This Machine, a local bike share company, is offering 
discounted memberships to folks in Tulsa who receive SoonerCare 
or SNAP program benefits. Those who qualify will only pay $5 a 
month, compared to the usual $20. That allows you an hour of ride 
time every day. For details or to register, check out the company’s 
website, www.thismachinetulsa.com

Bikeshare rider enjoying an afternoon of riding in Tulsa.
PHOTO Facebook
CONTRIBUTOR  Gary Lee



farmers. We even have people who 
grow nuts and rice. And so, it runs the 
gamut,” Shivers told Word In Black in 
a video interview.  

Who Went Hungry During the 
Pandemic  
As a New York University liberal 
arts professor teaching in Florence at 
the time, Shivers was moved to start 
the index after noticing that, similar 
to America, low-income residents 
had the least access to the food 
supply during the pandemic — even 
though some of them farmed for a 
living.   

“It was a sad irony that the people 
who are in the growing industry can’t 
even afford the food that they pick,” 
she says.  

She suspected that back home in the 
States, Black people would also be hit 
hardest by food shortages. She was 
right.  

Black households were already 
struggling to access food before 
the pandemic. But in 2020, 21.7% 
of Black households experienced 
food insecurity, compared to 17.2% 
of Hispanic and 7.1% of white 
households, according to the Center 
for American Progress.  

Shivers and her team got to work 
to build a pipeline to Black farms. 
They started with a list of just 150 
growers. By the end of that year, they 
were packaging holiday gift baskets 
featuring organic jam, honey jars, 
supreme Tanzanian coffee, dehydrated 
oranges, salt blends, walnut butter, 
and more — all produced by Black 
growers. 

A Date Farmer Joins the Index, Sees 
Big Growth 
The index has helped growers grow 
their businesses. Sam Cobb, who 
grows dates in Blythe and Sky Valley, 
California, saw exponential growth 
following an encounter between 
Shivers and a woman in the Middle 
East.  

Shivers was offered dates in Abu 
Dhabi while visiting an NYU campus 
— a custom in that region. But having 
already tasted dates from Cobb’s 
Riverside County, California-based 
farms, she wasn’t satisfied with dates 
in the capital city of the United Arab 
Emirates. 

“I told one woman, I said, ‘I’m not 
trying to hate, but I know a man who 
makes some good dates,’” Shivers 
says.  

The woman then contacted Cobb 
and ordered over $1,000 worth of 
product. Cobb says the purchase made 
him want to grow even better dates.  

“I was rather impressed because the 
Middle East is the land of dates, yet my 
dates are going to the land of dates,” 
he told Word In Black in a phone 
interview. 

Not all farmers are as fortunate. 
Cobb himself experienced financial 
challenges when initially starting a 
farm in 1982.  

“Farming is serious business. And I 
know because I went bankrupt trying 
to just do regular farming,” he says.  

After a few years, he found himself 
in his mother’s backyard, praying 
under a tree, when God told him, 
“Sam, you have to sell your own stuff. 
You have to control the market.” 

When asked how he knew farming 
was his calling as a child, Cobb says, 
“It was just in me.” 

It took Cobb 30 years to do it, but 
after working for the United States 
Department of Agriculture as a soil 
conservationist, he’s become the only 
Black date farmer in the U.S. 

“Since I grow it, my customers 
receive the absolute best dates on the 
market,” he says. 

Cobb’s farms grow seven types of 
dates, including Medjool, Safari, and 
his very own copyrighted creation, 
Black Gold.  

Cobb says he’s doing what he 
always wanted to do. When asked how 
he knew farming was his calling as a 
child, he says, “It was just in me.” 

The BFI team has found other 
creative ways to help communities get 
fed and farmers get paid.  

Early on, they started “Black Farmer 
and a Chef,” an initiative that pairs 
chefs with farmers who supply them 
with food.  

They also hosted “Soil to Shelf,” 
a free four-part workshop series that 
provided farmers with marketing tips 
where they sharpened their customer 
service skills and learned to promote 
their farms on social media.  

“The reason why we did it was 
because a lot of the farmers are either 
left out of a lot of the marketing 
initiatives, don’t know how to get into 
the marketing initiatives, or don’t have 
the business know-how,” Shivers says. 

Cobb and his wife, Maxine, found 
the workshops to be helpful.  

“Marketing is everything…If we 
can’t sell it, there’s no sense in growing 
it,” Cobb says.  

Black Farmers Have Been Harassed 
for Too Long 
Shivers says the pandemic shed 
light on many inequities farmers 
face, including discrimination in the 
agriculture sector.  

After the Biden Administration 
introduced the Farmers of Color Act — 
a 2021 bill that addresses historic 
inequalities by providing farmers 
of color with debt relief and other 
resources — Black farmers reported to 
Shivers that they were being harassed.   

But this type of treatment isn’t new. 
Shivers herself comes from a family 
of farmers who experienced racial 
harassment first-hand.  

In the early 1900s, her father’s 
family owned a general depot, a 
church, and farmland in Alabama.  

“They had it going on,” Shivers 
says.  

A male family member who was 
a preacher and spoke out against 
the incarceration of pregnant Black 
women was one day accused of doing 
or saying something inappropriate to a 
white man.  

The local white vigilantes then 
pursued his family, so they fled 
to  Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

“The women, the old folk, and 
the children fled. The men stayed to 
defend the land, but nobody made 
it out. Everybody was either killed, 
we think, or maybe fled somewhere 
else, but they were never to be seen,” 
Shivers says. 

Shivers’ mother’s side of the family 
hails from St. Martinville, Louisiana, 
and experienced similar trauma.  

One day while tilling his land, 
Shivers’ maternal great-grandfather 
was approached by a white man who 
was “known for bullying, as well 
as getting physical with local Black 
farmers to get their land.” 

The man told her great-grandfather 

to give him the land before pulling out 
a gun.  

 “The gun jammed, and then my 
grandfather, who was tilling the field 
with the hoe, hit him with the hoe…
and killed him,” Shivers says.  

Though he was arrested, her great-
grandfather was acquitted after a local 
priest and a relative of the dead man 
testified in his favor — but the lynch 
mob came after him, and he had to run 
for his life to Texas.  

Shivers’ great-grandfather returned 
10 years later after hearing stories of 
his wife and children being terrorized. 

“In less than a week, his body parts 
were found on the train tracks of St. 
Martinville,” Shivers says.  

There could be oil on the land, so 
Shivers’ family members have been 
trying to reclaim it, but her maternal 
grandmother, who died in 2016, called 
the land “cursed” and said it couldn’t 
bring back her father.  

“These are incidents where land has 
been stolen, and it has disrupted — 
severely — the economic trajectory 
and even the familial trajectory,” 
Shivers says.  

While she wonders who and where 
she would be if her family had been 
able to hold on to their land, she finds 
peace in supporting Black farmers 
today.  

“Black Farmers Index is the healing 
that my family is doing,” 

Shivers says. ”This is my restorative 
justice work that I need to be doing.” 

This story was updated to say 
Dr. Shivers’ paternal family lived in 
Alabama before fleeing to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.
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TOP  Sam Cobb, owner of Sam 
Cobb Farms.

BOTTOM  Dr. Shivers (center), with 
the owner of Old 30 Dirty Farm in 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, Maya 
Yates (right), and master grower at 
the Feed Seed Project, Josie Walker 
(left). In 2020, 

21.7% of Black 
households 
experienced 
food 
insecurity, 
compared 
to 17.2% of 
Hispanic and 
7.1% of white 
households.
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In the last decade, more than 50% of all new businesses created were diverse-owned.* 

It’s why Bank of America has taken an innovative, industry-leading approach to help 
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Financial Institutions and Minority Depository Institutions, including Citizen Potawatomi 

Community Development Corporation.

These partners help women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs of color establish and 
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Reviewer Prologue: Britain Queen 
Elizabeth died on September 8, 2022. She 
was Britain’s longest-ruling Monarch. 
In response, Kenyan writer and Cornell 
professor Mukoma Wa Ngugi: “If the queen 
had apologized for slavery, colonialism, 
and neo-colonialism and urged the crown 
to offer reparations for the millions of lives 
taken in her/their name, then maybe...I 
would feel bad. As a Kenyan, I feel nothing. 
This theater is absurd.” 

In Slave Empire, Padraic X. Scanlan 
makes the compelling case that British 
profits from the slave trade and plantation 
development and operations enabled it to 
become a colonial and then a neocolonial 
empire unprecedented in modern history. 
Scanlan is  an Assistant Professor at the 
Centre for Industrial Relations and Human 
Resources at the University of Toronto. His 
research focuses on free and enslaved labor 
in Britain and the British empire during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Britain’s Commonwealth currently 
consists of 56 countries, the vast majority of 
which were former British colonies. Charles 
III is still king of fifteen member states.  

The British enslavement of people has a 
lower profile in the United States for several 
reasons. The foremost reason is that Britain 
fought no civil war to free them. Second, the 
British ended slavery over thirty years before 
the U.S. did so. Third, the vast majority 
of the British slave trade and plantation 
development occurred not in North America 
but the Caribbean. Before the British slave 
trade ended in 1807, British ships had carried 
2.5 million enslaved souls to the Caribbean 
to work principally on sugar plantations. 

As these plantations expanded, the 
Caribbean became a zone of imperial 
wars and insurrection for almost the entire 
eighteenth century. Scanlan observes that 
“wars between empires led to a permanent 
militarization of the British slave empire. 
Slavery made the Caribbean profitable; 
profits provoked wars; wars ended in 
conquest; conquest led to new plantations 
and more slavery.” 

As the number of enslaved people grew, 
heightening fears of insurrection, many 
plantation owners returned to Great Britain 
and managed “in absentia.” Rebellions in 
Barbados and British Guinea gave them 
pause, but when enslaved people in Saint-
Dominque drove enslavers into exile, and 
Hatti declared independence in 1804, Britain 
began to rethink its policies.  

The Slave Trade and enslaved labor 
working in the sugar plantations became 

a significant issue. As a result, Britain 
began experimenting with a policy of 
“amelioration,” thinking that if they 
modestly improved the lives of enslaved 
people, they would be less likely to rebel. 
Plantation slaveholders gave lip service to 
the new policy but did little to make life 
more bearable. 

The profits from the transatlantic slave 
trade and sugar plantation production were 
enormous. So much so that when slavery was 
abolished in 1833, the British government 
could pay £20 million in compensation to 
slaveholders. But, of course, the government 
didn’t actually pay enslavers. Instead, the 
enslaved people paid their owners from 
sugar cane profits they harvested through 
their toil and suffering. 

But the slaveholders weren’t finished yet. 
As a condition of the 1833 Emancipation 
Act, enslaved people were forced into 
“apprenticeship,” requiring “people who 
had been enslaved to work for people who 
had claimed to own them for as long as 
an additional six years,” the author noted. 
Finally, in 1838 over 800,000 people were 
freed. 

But Britain, in the first few decades of 
the nineteenth century, began to think about 
and debate how to transition successfully 
out of slavery but hold onto the benefits 
and the empire slavery was successfully 
building. Political economists believed 
cheap wage labor and free trade could 
“produce raw materials for the world market 
much as slaveholders had done.” Liberals 
supported abolition and “were certain that 
free labour would always be more profitable 
than enslaved labour.” The business model 
would continue to exploit labor as it always 
had done. British business people were 
convinced it was sustainable because they 
were already beginning to accumulate great 
wealth through inexpensive labor and free 
trade in the on-going industrial revolution in 
Europe. 

The 200 years of Britain’s human bondage 
and the successful conversion of its business 
model using exploited labor and free trade 
would enable another 200 years of “imperial 
violence and colonial rule,” Scanlan wrote.  

“The money, power, and territory that 
slavery had claimed endured,” he concluded.  
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By John neal

How Slavery 
Built Modern 
Britain

JOHN NEAL, the author, is a former resident of Sand 
Springs. He is well versed in urban renewal, its uses 
and abuse, as a former city manager in Oklahoma 
and departmental consultant for the city of El Paso, 
Texas. In 2008, he was that city’s planning pirector 
when the city won multiple awards for its planning 
accomplishments. He is now retired and resides in 
Austin, Texas.

God always saves endavour. Sketch of a flag taken from rebels against slavery in Barbados, after the uprising known as Bussa’s Rebellion.
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ABOVE LEFT  Action during the Women’s Sexy Football League’s 2022 Championship Game. ABOVE RIGHT  The Squad poses after winning the Women’s Sexy Football League 
championship game at the Salvation Army Mabee Red Shield Boys & Girls Club on Sunday Aug. 21, 2022.

ABOVE  Action during the Women’s Sexy Football League’s 2022 Championship Game at the Salvation Army Mabee Red Shield Boys & Girls Club on Sunday Aug. 21, 2022. The Squad beat GVO 25-20.

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT, BELOW  Action during the Women’s Sexy Football League’s first All Star Game at the Salvation Army Mabee Red Shield Boys & Girls Club on Sunday Aug. 28, 2022. The Westside beat the Eastside 25-24, on the 
final play of the game.

Womens’ Sexy Football League
WSFL SQUAD

The Women’s Sexy Football League in Tulsa finished the season with The Squad defeating GVO 25-20 in the championship 
game at the Salvation Army North Mabee Boys & Girls Club field on Aug. 21, 2022. A week later, the top WSFL players 

competed in the All-Star game with the Westside winning 25-24 over the Eastside on Aug. 28, at the Salvation Army. As one of 
the organizers noted, the three-year-old, six-team league is comprised of mothers, wives, firefighters, nurses, teachers, dentists, 
cashiers and “SUPERWOMEN.” “Proud to say we have an amazing talented group of women and can’t wait till next season!!” 
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NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

September 23 and 30, 2022.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

PROJECT NO. 2036N7060Z, 
TMUA-W 20-20

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 21st day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 2036N7060Z, TMUA-W 
20-20 NON- ARTERIAL STREET 
REHABILITATION MAINTENANCE ZONE 
7060

The entire cost of the improvement shall 
be paid from Account No. 2036N7060Z.
Streets NArtRhb.4281.42813122-
541106 2036N7060Z.Streets.
NArtRhb.4282.42823122-541106 
2331W00014.WaterDist.Water.7400.
74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: 
h t tp s : / /www. c i t yo f t u l s a . o rg /
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C.

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the Director 
of Engineering Services at the City of 
Tulsa Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 21st day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 23rd day 
of September 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

September 23 and 30, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS FOR 
PROJECT NO. 2259X00018

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 21st day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 2259X00018 
STONEBROOKE ESTATES BRIDGE

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account 
No. 2259X00018.CouncilD02.
Stonebr.409.4093122.541107

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend the 
Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: None

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said project 
have been adopted by the Mayor of said 
City. Copies of same may be obtained at 
the Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa Engineering 
Services, 2317 South Jackson, Room 103, 
North Building, for a non-refundable fee 
in the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this project 
is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least fifty 
percent bona fide residents of the City of 
Tulsa and/or MSA in each employment 
classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-tier 
subcontractors to hire only citizens of 
the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to pay 
while acting for and on behalf of the City 
of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish public 
liability and workmen’s compensation 
insurance; Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable to the 
City of Tulsa, in conformity with the 
requirements of the proposed contract 
documents. The Performance, Statutory, 
and Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 21st day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 23rd day 
of September 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 
September 30 and October 7, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS FOR 
PROJECT NO. CDBG 22-001

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 28th day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. CDBG 22-001 SIDEWALK 
AND CURBRAMP CONSTRUCTION FOR 
CDBG/HUD GRANT

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 
2359FR0026 .Cap i ta l .G rnt .Out .
PFImp.20003243.541106 144021.Stree
ts32.5453104.6330-42723243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, October 10, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

CDBG 22-001 SIDEWALK AND 
CURBRAMP CONSTRUCTION FOR 
CDBG/HUD GRANT
Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend the 
Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said project 
have been adopted by the Mayor of said 
City. Copies of same may be obtained at 
the Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa Engineering 
Services, 2317 South Jackson, Room 103, 
North Building, for a non-refundable fee 
in the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least fifty 
percent bona fide residents of the City of 
Tulsa and/or MSA in each employment 
classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-tier 
subcontractors to hire only citizens of 
the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to pay 
while acting for and on behalf of the City 
of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish public 
liability and workmen’s compensation 
insurance; Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable to the 
City of Tulsa, in conformity with the 
requirements of the proposed contract 
documents. The Performance, Statutory, 
and Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 28th day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 30th day 
of September 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 
September 30 and October 7, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS FOR 
PROJECT NO. 170070

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 28th day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 170070 PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SAFETY FIRST INITIATIVE SCHOOL 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS SIGNING, 
PAVEMENT MARKINGS, SIDEWALK, 
DRAINAGE, PAVEMENT, LIGHTING AND 
TRAFFIC SIGNALS BID PACKAGE #4

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 170070.

ArchEngr.4001.40013122-541101; 
170070.Streets.4003.40033122-541106; 
170070.Streets.4004.40043122-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.
Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C.

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the Director 
of Engineering Services at the City of 
Tulsa Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.
The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 28th day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 30th day 
of September 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE

THIS COPY ONLY FOR THE WEEK OF  
September 25-October 1 – (ocan092522) 

Please choose the copy below that best fits your ONE column width. Thank you.

1.5” X 10.1” 1.66” X 9.6”

HUNTING LEASES WANTED
OWN RURAL LAND?  Earn $5,000+ 
Every Year from Hunting Leases. 
Upfront payments from our hunters. 
Reduce risk with FREE $5m liability 
insurance. Call for a free quote. (888) 
871-1982.

ONLINE AUCTION
ONLINE AUCTION, Oct. 11th, Enid: 
Classic, Muscle, & Other Cars | 
Vehicles | Car Parts | Shop Equip. 
| Manuals | Cars & Banks | Signs | 
Restaurant Equip. | 580.233.3066 | 
WigginsAucitoneers.com

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

ONG SURPLUS AUCTION
ONG SURPLUS AUCTION LIVE and  
Simulcast 61 + Trucks, Cars, Boats, 
Excavating Equipment, Trailers, and 
More! Saturday 10-1-2022 @ 10 am 
5955 E 580 Rd. Catoosa, OK 74015 
918.266.4218 www.mredsauction.com

HUNTING LEASES WANTED
OWN RURAL LAND?  Earn $5,000+ 
Every Year from Hunting Leases. Upfront 
payments from our hunters. Reduce risk 
with FREE $5m liability insurance. Call 
for a free quote. (888) 871-1982.

ONLINE AUCTION
ONLINE AUCTION, Oct. 11th, Enid: 
Classic, Muscle, & Other Cars | Vehicles 
| Car Parts | Shop Equip. | Manuals | Cars 
& Banks | Signs | Restaurant Equip. | 
580.233.3066 | WigginsAucitoneers.com

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

SUMMER END 
BLOWOUT EVENT 

GOING ON NOW
On Energy Saving

INSULATED METAL ROOFS
DESIGNER SHINGLES
WINDOWS OR SIDING

$1,000 OFF
SAVE HUNDREDS

ON ANY PROJECT
100% GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!!

OFFER ENDS 10-1-22
10% Off SR/Military

Financing from $89/mo oac
No Money Down

No Payments till 2/2023

800-664-4856
All major credit cards accepted

800-664-4856
All major credit cards accepted

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

SUMMER END 
BLOWOUT EVENT 

GOING ON NOW
On Energy Saving

INSULATED METAL ROOFS
DESIGNER SHINGLES
WINDOWS OR SIDING
$1,000 OFF

SAVE HUNDREDS
ON ANY PROJECT

100% GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!!
OFFER ENDS 10-1-22
10% Off SR/Military

Financing from $89/mo oac
No Money Down

No Payments till 2/2023

ONG SURPLUS AUCTION
ONG SURPLUS AUCTION LIVE 
and  Simulcast 61 + Trucks, Cars, 
Boats, Excavating Equipment, 
Trailers, and More! Saturday 10-1-
2022 @ 10 am 5955 E 580 Rd. 
Catoosa, OK 74015 918.266.4218 
www.mredsauction.com

ZONES: NE
for week of  September  25, 2022
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan092522) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 
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SATURDAY
The Drunkard and The 
Olio
TULSA SPOTLIGHT THEATRE

Tulsa Farmers’ Market
KENDALL WHITTIER SQUARE

Landry 
LOONY BIN

Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, 
and Mexican Modernism
PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART

Dreamscapes and 
Urbanscapes
L I G G E T T  S T U D I O

FRIDAY
Tulsa State Fair
EXPO SQUARE

I Am A Stranger Here
L I V I N G  A R T S  O F  T U L S A

Burger Night 
PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART

30 Live Jazz Brunch
DUET RESTAURANT

13

The Experience: Imagine
When you visit “The Experience: 
Imagine”, you will explore zones 
designed and built by one of six 
Tulsa-based artists. Each has 
different interactive elements. 
What will you discover? 
A H H A  T U L S A

30
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01

I Am A Stranger Here
L I V I N G  A R T S  O F  T U L S A

Leanne Morgan: The Big 
Panty Tour
TULSA THEATER

Landry 
LOONY BIN

Wine and Roses
TULSA GARDEN CENTER AT 
WOODWARD PARK

Films on the Lawn: Star 
Wars: Return of the Jedi
PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART

Hadestown
TULSA PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER

Tulsa State Fair
EXPO SQUARE

The Experience: Imagine
A H H A  T U L S A

SUNDAY
02



KIDS WILL TRY 

ANYTHING…
JUST ADD THE 
RIGHT FLAVOR.

Big Tobacco will stop at nothing to 
addict Oklahoma kids. 
Disposable vapes come in flavors like Sour Apple, Mango and 
Blue Razz – making it easier for kids to start vaping and smoking. 
Once addicted, kids can stay hooked for life.

THAT’S

Join the fight to protect our kids at

4 out of 5 kids who use tobacco start 
with a flavored product.

B6Arts & Culture September 30 - October 6, 2022

The Oklahoma Eagle

GO DIGITAL

TheOklahomaEagle.net

FESTIVAL 
AMERICAS
2022

Festival Americas returned 
to the Tulsa Arts District 
for the annual Hispanic and 
Latino Cultural Festival on 
Sept. 24.  Known for the live 
entertainment, including 
Ballet Folklorico Sol 
Azteca (top left), as well as 
supporting local businesses 
such as Yogu, a frozen yogurt 
shop, crowds filled Guthrie 
Green to enjoy the fun.

By Sam LevrauLt

PHOTOS SAM LEVRAULT
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