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1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre

It’s long overdue for the criminals who 
destroyed the Historic Greenwood District 
in 1921 to be held accountable. Each week 
we remember survivors or descendants.

HUGHES VAN ELLIS:  Ellis, 101, was 
6-months old, when a white mob 
destroyed his family’s home.
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A special audit of Tulsa Public Schools 
is in full swing and could broaden in 
scope, the Oklahoma Eagle has learned.  

Gov. Kevin Stitt initially pledged to 
audit Oklahoma’s second largest school 
district on July 7 in a letter to State 
Auditor and Inspector Cindy Byrd. At 
the time, Stitt said the focus would be 
to audit the 32,500-student Tulsa school 
district for “a threefold series of troubling 
events” – “$20,000 in irregularities tied 

to a vendor contract;” compliance with 
controversial House Bill 1775; and the 
district’s spending of more than $205 
million federal aid funds for COVID-19.  

In the three months since the gover-
nor’s request, State Auditor and Inspector 
spokesman Andrew Speno told the Eagle 
that the special audit could take other 
turns as “one thing leads to another” and 
can “balloon.” As to date, there has been 
no new developments to report on the 
special audit’s progress. 

OK State Auditor: Special 
Audit of Tulsa Public Schools 
Could Broaden

by John neal

TPS AUDIT CONTINUED ON A5

CHARLOTTE — The Second Annual 
African American Golf Expo & Forum 
brought hundreds of Black golfers, 
entrepreneurs, and fans to Charlotte, 
N.C. It served as a powerful and uplifting 
reminder of how much Black talent and 
ingenuity there is in the contemporary 
golf world in America. 

The Expo, held over five days at the 
end of August at Charlotte’s Concord 
Embassy Suites Convention Center., 

featured golf game fans from across the 
U.S., 55 exhibitors, and forum dis-
cussions on various topics in the golf 
industry.  

Jim Beatty, president of Jim Beatty 
Golf Ventures, founded and organized 
the event. Beatty is executive editor of 
the African American Golf Magazine. An 
economic development expert based in 
Omaha, Nebraska, he has been involved 
in golf as a board member of golf pro-
grams, including the formation of the 

by byron Perry
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Stabbings Soar 
at Southeast 
Oklahoma Private 
Prison

At least 18 people have been 
stabbed — three fatally — in one 
private prison in southeast Okla-
homa this year, emergency records 
show.

A deadly July 31 attack on 
corrections officer Alan Jay Hersh-
berger is part of a dramatic increase 

in stabbings at Davis Correctional 
Facility, which incarcerates high-
risk, violent offenders. 

Stabbings at the Holdenville 
prison through July more than 
tripled since 2021, according to 
Hughes County emergency medical 
services call data obtained by 
Oklahoma Watch through an open 
records request.  The data includes 
stabbings where the victim was 

transported to the hospital by pris-
on or EMS staff.

The victims include a 29-year-
old prisoner fatally stabbed in the 
neck on March 24 and a 35-year-
old prisoner who died after being 
stabbed in the abdomen on May 31.

Hershberger, 61, was attacked 
from behind by inmate Gregory 
Thompson, 49, using a homemade 

by ashlynd huffman
OklahOma Watch
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1921 Tulsa Race Massacre
Victor Luckerson, 22nd edition of Run It 
Back, a biweekly newsletter about neglected 
Black history.

IN NOVEMBER 1916, a week after the re-election of 
President Woodrow Wilson, the Democratic Party held an 
orgiastic parade in downtown Tulsa. Brass bands blared, 
revelers waved Roman candles, and donkeys strung up with 
decorative lights sauntered past Convention Hall. Tate Brady, 
a prominent real estate developer whose name already adorned 
city streets, led the parade on a large white Missouri mule. 
Behind him, marchers waved the flag of the Confederate 
Army--or as Brady referred to it, the “Lost Cause.” 

Onlookers complained in the Tulsa World that waving 
the Confederate flag through city streets and draping it over 
automobiles was unpatriotic. Brady and another Tulsa realtor 
named Merrit J. Glass penned an aggrieved response in the 
Tulsa Democrat. The two men, both members of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, defended the flag, the Confederacy, and 
the ongoing project of maintaining white supremacy by any 
and all means. “They breathe the same spirit of the carpet-
bagger government of the south,” the men said of the World, 
“which openly boasted of its intention and purpose to put the 
white man’s neck under the black man’s heel, and would have 
succeeded had not an all-wise Providence sent the Army of 
the Invisible Empire (the Ku-Klux Klan) to the rescue of the 
stricken Southland.” 

Brady and Glass embraced the Klan’s past role as an 
insurgent “army.” They went further, voicing their contempt 
for the progress black people had achieved more recently in 
their home state. “It is the same kind of newspaper that under 
Republican rule in the early days of Oklahoma, elected negroes 
to office, advocated and enforced negro equality in the schools 
and railways, and elected a negro, McCabe for state auditor,” 
they wrote. “Thank God! This element does not control the 
republican party and these who now criticize only exhibit their 
denseness.”

Brady and Glass drew inspiration from the Klan’s bloody 
history; they stated plainly that they not only opposed black 
equality but endorsed the use of violent means to stop it. They 
became Klan members themselves when the group re-emerged 
in Oklahoma around the time of the massacre.
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So it was more than a little strange when, only 
24 hours after a white mob had finished setting 
fires in Greenwood, Merrit J. Glass presented a 
plan to Tulsa’s white leaders to remove black 
people from the neighborhood permanently. 
Not out of racist malice, but for the purpose of 
“developing a greater Tulsa.” 

----
The story of white Tulsa’s institutional 

response to the massacre is both complicated 
and purposefully obfuscated. Meeting minutes 
and official correspondence are hard to come 
by, despite the fact that a power struggle over 
Greenwood’s future played out quite publicly 
in the pages of the World and the Tribune (the 
Democrat changed its name to the Tribune in 
1920). For all the money and effort the city of 
Tulsa is spending to uncover mass graves, there 
has been no parallel public initiative to seek 
documents that might implicate government 
officials who sought to profit off Greenwood’s 
destruction and may have helped coordinate that 
destruction before it happened. A lawsuit filed 
by massacre survivors and descendants against 
the city of Tulsa, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and other local institutions may uncover such 
documents, if they exist, in due time. 

I have no evidence of a coordinated plan 
to destroy Greenwood and don’t spend my 
time looking for one. I’m not a detective or a 
particular fan of “true-crime” journalism. What 
I’m interested in is how powerful people and 
institutions often mask their true motives while 
operating in plain sight. The lie said straight 
to your face is often the most pernicious one, 
and the one that a knowledge of history helps 
to guard against. That’s the information that’s 
most valuable in a modern context. And so 
the story of Merrit J. Glass, who transformed 
from a blatant white supremacist to a humble 
negotiator seeking to foster a “co-operative 
spirit,” is especially instructive. 

In 1921, Glass was the president of the 
Tulsa Real Estate Exchange, a group of city 
boosters who saw both profit and righteousness 
in ceaseless territorial expansion. His vice 
president, Clark Whiteside, also had KKK 
ties; according to a 1928 registry, Whiteside’s 
father was a Klan member. Six months after 
the massacre, Clark Whiteside implied that 
lynchings were an appropriate response when 
citizens believed the criminal justice system 
was not punitive enough, telling the Tulsa 
World, “When [people] have stood all that 
human nature can possibly bear, there are likely 
to be some ‘necktie parties,’ if one is to judge by 
what has happened in the past.”

On June 2, the day after the massacre, the 
Tulsa Real Estate Exchange was able to lay 
out with startling efficiency a comprehensive 
plan for taking over Greenwood. The exchange 
would appraise the value of all land in the 
burned-out district, owned by both blacks and 
whites. Then, based on those property values, 
the Exchange would buy out all the landowners 
and build an industrial site in Greenwood, 
likely to be used to expand railroad capacity. 

Black Tulsans would receive aid in building 
a new neighborhood northeast of Greenwood, 
equipped with sewage and electric lines. But 
they would be explicitly banned from building 
wooden shacks in Greenwood as they struggled 
to reassemble their lives. 

The Real Estate Exchange set up a tent in 
the days after the massacre at the corner of 
Greenwood Avenue and Brady Street, where 
landowners and renters could come to report 
their losses. On the filing form, the organization 
warned residents “not to consult attorneys or 
make claims for insurance independent of the 
exchange” (many blacks ignored this advice; 
Loula Williams was already seeking legal 
aid from her personal lawyer on June 2). The 
Exchange expected to value black-owned 
property at about $500 per lot. As an industrial 
area, it would be worth $1,750 per lot. Before 
the massacre, many lots in the area had already 
fetched values well above $500, according to 
property records.

Relocating the black neighborhood would 
also reduce mixing between the races and black 
access to jobs and opportunities in downtown 
Tulsa. This was not an ulterior motive. It 
was plainly stated in the Exchange’s initial 
proposal: “We further believe that the two races 
being divided by an industrial section will draw 
more distinctive lines and thereby eliminate the 
intermingling of the lower elements of the two 
races, which in our opinion is the root of evil 
which should not exist.”

Exactly how Greenwood residents felt about 
this proposition is hard to ascertain. Glass, 
of course, did his best to speak for them, 
claiming that R.T. Bridgewater, a prominent 
black doctor, had “taken the lead in urging co-
operation for a greater Tulsa among Greenwood 
property owners.” But when Bridgewater 
actually attended a meeting with the Real Estate 
Exchange, he demanded answers about whether 
blacks would be able to collect their insurance 
claims or receive favorable long-term loans to 
rebuild in a new area. The Tribune reported that 
prominent Greenwood leaders such as Barney 
Cleaver and O.W. Gurley were willing to sell, 
but the men were not quoted directly, and the 
newspaper had already publicly declared its 
agenda to see that “Niggertown” never be 
rebuilt. It was hardly an objective source. 

Almost every local claim about what black 
people were thinking was passed through a 
white filter. The one exception is a surviving 
editorial from the Oklahoma Sun, the 
Greenwood newspaper that succeeded the Tulsa 
Star after A.J. Smitherman was banished from 
Tulsa during the massacre. “In the midst of our 
dilemma, loan sharks and conniving persons 
will suggest you sell out and leave,” the Sun 
reported. “They will tell you that fate is against 
you if you remain in Tulsa. Such persons should 
be spurned for they are not your friends. They 
will profit through your temporary misfortune 
and embarrassment.”

Glass’s plan to buy out black Tulsa ultimately 
fell apart (Brady also served on one the 
city’s reconstruction committees, but he was 
not as publicly vocal in his efforts to seize 

Greenwood). The city commission tried to 
codify Glass’s recommendation that blacks not 
be allowed to build wooden shacks by passing a 
fire ordinance that limited low-cost construction 
in Greenwood. But neighborhood lawyers such 
as B.C. Franklin challenged the new law, and a 
judge deemed it unconstitutional. By the end of 
summer, black-owned buildings were rising in 
Greenwood once again; the conspiracy that had 
been sold as a favor to black people had failed. 
But the quest for actual restitution for massacre 
victims was only just beginning. 
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CONSPRIRACY FROM PAGE A1

TOP  The 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre is 
believed to be the first 
aerial assault on U.S. soil.

BOTTOM LEFT  Between 
May 31 - June 1, a white 
mob killed an estimated 
300 Black residents and 
displaced upwards of 
1,000 more.

BOTTOM CENTER  Wyatt 
Tate Brady, American 
merchant, politician, 
former Ku Klux Klan 
member, and a founder 
of Tulsa.

BOTTOM RIGHT  Two 
KKK members in the 
1920s.

Relocating 
the black 
neighborhood 
would also 
reduce mixing 
between the 
races and 
black access 
to jobs and 
opportunities 
in downtown 
Tulsa.

Glass’ plan to remove Black people from the Historic 
Greenwood neighborhood permanently
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VICTOR LUCKERSON  is a journalist, author and 
contributor for The Oklahoma Eagle.



weapon according to a news release. 
He was the first state correction offi-
cer killed on duty since 2000.

The 1,600-bed prison is owned 
by the world’s largest private prison 
company, CoreCivic, which operates 
more than 100 prisons in the U.S. 
CoreCivic is paid $50 to $63 daily 
per prisoner depending on security 
classification, according to its state 
contract, which is up for renewal in 
July 2023. Davis can incarcerate up 
to 1,314 medium- and 360 maxi-
mum-security prisoners.

Oklahoma prisons have been 
plagued by staffing shortages and 
operational inefficiencies, according 
to a June report by a state legislative 
oversight committee. State prisons 
are regularly staffed below 50% of 
the recommended level, the Legis-
lative Office of Fiscal Transparency 
reported in its operational assessment, 
which did not include private prisons.

Davis currently lists 20 staff va-
cancies, including openings for case 
managers, corrections officers, unit 
managers and assistant shift supervi-
sors. 

The private prison’s persistent 
staffing shortages and resulting pris-
oner lockdowns are evident in weekly 
reports, said Bobby Cleveland, a 
former state legislator who represents 
corrections employees.

“Every week I look at it, it says 
Davis (locked down) — not enough 

staff,” said Cleveland, executive 
director of Oklahoma Corrections 
Professionals. “They’re (locking) 
down constantly because they don’t 
have enough staff.”

Former Davis correctional officer 
Jamie Sasnett said weekend staffing 
shortages regularly kept prisoners in 
their cells during his three years on 
the job. 

“On weekdays they might be able 
to get out if a unit manager, counsel-
or, or case manager comes in,”  said 
Sasnett, who added that he often 
guarded 120 prisoners by himself and 
up to  240 on occasion. 

“It sends a shiver down your spine 
knowing that you are now the only 
thing between 120 inmates and that 
door. And the only thing that you 
have to protect yourself is a can of 
spray and a radio,” he added.

CoreCivic is working to raise staff-
ing levels, boost incentives and retain 
quality staff, said company spokes-
man Matthew Davio.

Neither CoreCivic nor state cor-
rection officials offered explanations 
for the increase in stabbings at Davis. 
The corrections department conducts 
regular audits of CoreCivic and is 
awaiting the results of an investiga-
tion into Hershberger’s death before 
taking action, a DOC spokesman 
wrote in a statement emailed to Okla-
homa Watch.

Sasnett said superiors twice 
ignored his warnings that inmates 
were making weapons. The first time, 
he noticed windows covered and a 

strange noise coming from inside a 
cell.

“This is an inmate that is known 
for — on more than one occasion 
— making, having, and supplying 
weapons,” he said.

Sasnett, 37, of Lexington, said he 
resigned in the middle of a shift last 
fall after making a similar report.

“We’ve never ever had this many 
stabbings before, and with different 
types of shanks. We’ve been told 
there’s been plastic shanks and metal 
shanks, serrated and smooth,” said 
Christopher Miller, who supervises 
Hughes County emergency medical 
services. “One was almost 12- inches 
long. How are you walking around 
with a 12-inch shank and not getting 
caught? Unless you just don’t have 
enough staff to be looking for that? 
How do you break something that 
much and nobody notices?”

Identifying the weapon is critical to 
providing stabbing victims with emer-
gency care, Miller said. 

Kendra Kregel, a 49-year-old para-
legal from Tulsa, said her fiance is a 
prisoner at Davis, having been trans-
ferred there three months ago. He has 
faced violence ever since, she said, 
moving cells three times for safety 
reasons and having a knife pulled on 
him at least once. 

“I fear for his safety every single 
day. It’s a big stress in my life … the 
stabbings at Davis are very concern-
ing,” Kregel said. “They need to get 
staffing up to par because they’re 
severely understaffed.”

The 1,600-bed prison is owned by the world’s 
largest private prison company, CoreCivic.
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and 405-240-6359. Follow her 
at @AshlyndHuffman.
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LEFT  Inmates are see 
lining up to receive their 
medication at Joseph 
Harp Correctional Center in 
Lexington. The Legislative 
Office of Fiscal Transparency 
identified the prison as 
having a strong jobs training 
program.

BOTTOM RIGHT  Davis 
Correctional Facility in 
Holdenville is one of two 
private prisons in Oklahoma.

‘It sends a 
shiver down 
your spine 
knowing 
that you 
are now the 
only thing 
between 
120 inmates 
and that 
door.

JAMIE SASNETT, former 
Davis Correctional Facility 
officer.



MUSKOGEE – The Muskogee 
Cimeter was founded in Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, in 1901. As a weekly 
publication devoted to “the interest 
of the negro” the Cimeter harbored a 
decidedly Republican point of view, 
with a focus on educating its readership 
in politics benefiting the Black 
community. 

As “the Party of Lincoln,” 
Republicans enjoyed wide support 
from African Americans in the wake 
of the Civil War. Blacks viewed the 
Democratic Party, by contrast, as 
a formidable obstacle to achieving 
first-class citizenship. Holding 
majorities in state legislatures across 
the South, Democrats, many of them 
ex-Confederates, enforced a régime of 
de jure segregation. Infamously known 
as Jim Crow, these laws amounted to 
no more than government-sanctioned 
racial discrimination. 

In Oklahoma’s territorial 
government, the Republican Party 
commanded only a slim majority. 
Hoping to increase their share of votes 
among conservative whites, Republican 
politicians attempted to distance 
themselves from their party’s African 
American base. These so-called “Lily-
Whites” sought to prove they were 
just as “White” as the Democrats by 
throwing their support behind Jim Crow 
laws. Hoping to keep Jim Crow out of 
the Territory, African Americans took 
to the press and courts. Enter William 
Henry Twine. 

Known as the “Black Tiger”, Twine 
published the Muskogee Cimeter from 
1904 to 1921. Twine also was 
editor of another Black publication, 
the Muskogee Pioneer, from 1898 
to 1904. Admitted to the Oklahoma 
Territory Bar in 1891, Twine, along 
with partners G. W. F. Sawner and E. I. 
Saddler, also organized the territory’s 
first Black law firm. A staunch 
Republican, Twine worked tirelessly 
through his law practice and newspaper 
for the interests of Oklahoma’s Black 
community. 

Twine also fostered the career of 
the journalist and publisher Andrew 
Smitherman, who himself would 
become a prominent figure in the 
turbulent milieu of early statehood 
racial politics. A lawyer by training, 
Smitherman first entered Twine’s 
employ as a law clerk, but in 1908, he 
assumed a position at the Cimeter as 
traveling agent and advertising 

manager. After a four-year stint, 
Smitherman established his own paper, 
the Muskogee Star. 

Disgusted with the Republican 
Lily-Whites, Smitherman aligned 
himself and his publication with 
the Democrats. He thus stood as a 
somewhat anomalous figure in an 
African American political landscape 
dominated entirely by Republicans. A 
year later, Smitherman relocated from 
Muskogee to Tulsa, opening the Tulsa 
Star in 1913. With his home and press 
destroyed in 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, 
Smitherman fled the state after city 
officials erroneously charged him with 
conspiring to incite the incident. 

After nearly two decades of heading 
the Muskogee Cimeter, Twine retired 
from publishing in 1921, though he 
continued to practice law. A year before 
his death in 1933, he switched his 
political affiliation to the Democratic 
party, joining not only his old colleague 
Smitherman, but millions of African 
Americans nationwide making a similar 
exodus. By 1936, the Republican Party 
was no longer viable among whites or 
Blacks in Oklahoma politics. 
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As “the Party 
of Lincoln,” 
Republicans 
enjoyed wide 
support 
from African 
Americans in 
the wake of 
the Civil War. 
Blacks viewed 
the Democratic 
Party, by 
contrast, as 
a formidable 
obstacle to 
achieving 
first-class 
citizenship.

Editor’s Note

You know our story of the barbaric crimes committed by a white mob on the 
Greenwood community. It happened 5,292 weeks ago – or 101 years and three month 
ago – this week. For a century we have demanded justice be served. While the latest 
lawsuit allows the last three survivors to proceed in their lawsuit, it’s long overdue 
for the criminals be held accountable. We will not stop our demands until that day 
arrives. We have hundreds of names of survivors and descendants who filed lawsuits 
demanding justice. Each week, we will highlight an Historic Greenwood District 
community native. 

THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY  is 
an agency of the government of 
Oklahoma dedicated to promotion 
and preservation of Oklahoma’s 
history and its people by collecting, 
interpreting, and disseminating 
knowledge and artifacts of Oklahoma.

William Henry Twine, publisher, 
Muskogee Cimeter, 1904 - 1921.

PHOTO OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Muskogee Cimeter was founded in Muskogee, Indian Territory, in 1901.



First Tee in Omaha.  He has also been a board 
member of the Omaha Nike Tour, now known 
as the Korn Ferry Tour.  The Expo is based on 
the principles that “We Play, We Pay, and We 
Count.” 

“It struck me that we all want the game of golf 
to grow,” Beatty said in an interview when he 
started the Expo in 2021. “I thought it was time 
we had a forum that brought together the best of 
golf but on a level that addresses African Amer-
icans. There are some aspects of the game that 
are germane that you need to hear about from 
our standpoint.” 

Greenwood Golf 
Greenwood Golf is one of the businesses that 
offered a booth at the Expo. Founded in 2021 by 
Black entrepreneur Chris Word, the company - 
which makes its brand of golf ball - is already 
making an impact in the golf industry.   

The company’s name is a tribute to Tulsa’s 
Black Wall Street and highlights the inspiration 
of the Tulsa Black community.  Word has been 
around the game of golf since being a member of 
a Tiger Woods golf summer camp in East Saint 
Louis, Illinois.  He was inspired to develop a 
golf ball company because he noticed that the 
game of golf that we watch professionals play 
- with booming 300-yard drives and towering 
approach shots that spin backward 10 feet to the 
pin -- is not the game he plays with his regular 
group.  After extensive outreach and research, 
Greenwood Golf has introduced a ball that has 
features to keep a ball in the fairway. Most im-
portantly, when a player hits critical short-pitch 
shots to save par, the ball stops on the greens. 

The African American Golf Expo & Forum 
is modeled after the annual PGA Expo. That 
event sets the stage for the rich innovation and 
products that shape the game of golf. During 
the African American Expo, it became clear that 
there are African American-owned entrepreneurs 
who are bringing their novel concepts to the golf 
game. 

A showcase for golf entrepreneurs  
Besides Greenwood Golf, this reporter met 
and visited 25 different business owners who 
are bringing new products to the golf arena. 
Many are transforming the golf industry and 
bringing more diversity to the global golf 
business enterprise. Another prominent feature 
of the event was the forums.  Attendees had the 
opportunity to hear an overview from the Tiger 
Woods foundation, how to build a multimil-
lion-dollar golf-based non-profit organization 
from Midnight Golf, Diversity initiatives from 
course management company Troon Golf and 
industry benchmark Acushnet/Titleist, along 
with grassroots programs that are impacting the 
lives of underrepresented communities from 
speakers like Craig Kirby who created the “Golf 
My Future, My Game” in Washington, DC. 

Beatty also ensured the African American 
Golf Expo & Forum engaged with the Charlotte 
community by hosting a junior golf clinic at the 
Dr. Charles L. Sifford Golf Course.  Sifford was 
a native of Charlotte and became the first African 
American to play on the PGA Tour.  The golf 
facility has numerous markers throughout the 
course that tells the story and historical signifi-
cance of Charles Sifford’s life and career.  Expo 
attendees also had the opportunity to compete at 
the golf tournament hosted by Rocky River Golf 

Course. 
The experience inside the Concord Conven-

tion Center for the Expo was uplifting as more 
than 500 were able to meet, review, experience, 
and BUY products, including apparel and equip-
ment, while also getting the opportunity to visit 
firsthand with representatives from the PGA of 
America, GolfTec, Golf Pride Grips, The Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America, 
and the USGA.  Each one of these exhibitors 
is a heavyweight in the golf industry, and their 
presence confirms that the $1.1 billion spent by 
African American golfers is relevant.  Adding to 
the experience was the in-house music provided 
by LK Productions. 

African Americans have a long history in the 
game of golf. From John Shippen, the first PGA 
Professional, to the legendary Tiger Woods, the 
stories of the game’s impact on Black culture are 
critical, inspiring, and colorful.   

Attendees at this year’s Expo heard stories 
from authors Ward Clayton who wrote ‘Men on 
the Bag: The Caddies of Augusta National’ and 
Pete McDaniel, the award-winning writer who 
penned ‘Uneven Lies.’  Hearing tales of Pappy 
Stokes, and the exploits of James Black by those 
who had the privilege to know these men were 
another highlight of the Expo. 

Plans are underway for the third African 
American Golf Expo & Forum to be held in 
Louisville, Ky., from August 25-30, 2023. The 
event is on its way to becoming a significant 
celebration of Black contributions to the market-
place and the game of golf.
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African 
Americans 
have a long 
history in 
the game of 
golf.

A lengthy, complex and expensive undertaking

TPS Special Audit

A review of “Special/Investigative Audits” official 
website reveals special audits commonly state that 
the objectives of the audit “includes but is not limited 
to” the initial scope. Stitt cited this same expansive 
language in his letter to Byrd.  

For now, the special audit for Tulsa schools appears 
to be headed for a lengthy, complex and expensive un-
dertaking. The audit is only the latest example of long-
standing differences between Stitt and TPS officials.  

Stitt’s pledge for the special audit came ominously 
three weeks before Tulsa and Mustang Public Schools 
became the first Oklahoma school districts to face 
consequences for violating H.B. 1775 that governs the 
teaching of racial and sexual concepts. The Oklahoma 
State Department of Education (OSDE) downgraded 
each school district to “Accreditation with Warning” 
status, a penalty more severe than the recommendation 
of its general counsel. 

For Tulsa, the OSDE acted on a complaint filed by a 
white Memorial High School biology teacher, who al-
leged that while she participated in a diversity training 
session, the curriculum “shame white people for past 
offenses in history.”  

Stitt’s request of the special audit also came on the 
heels of a special meeting of the Tulsa Board of Educa-
tion in which Superintendent Deborah Gist discussed – 
in executive session – the resignation of a high-ranking 
school district employee “concerning a pending inves-
tigation… regarding payments made to certain District 
employees and financial losses to the district.”  

In discussing the audit, Speno told the Eagle that 
for the State Auditor and Inspector’s office, “This is a 
big project since TPS is such a big district. It will be a 
while before this one is finished.”  

As part of the special audit, the district will bear the 
expense.  

Gist has said the district would “cooperate fully.”  
It comes at a time when Tulsa and other Oklahoma 

school districts struggle to find funds to pay and retain 
teachers while the state provides dwindling financial 
assistance.  

On Sept. 9, the Eagle reported that George Wash-
ington Carver Middle School, Booker T Washington 
High School and other schools in North Tulsa were 
among the 78 schools and charter partners across the 
city that are struggling to fill 100 teaching vacancies. 
The shortfall includes some positions that are critical 
to core content instruction.   

Special audits are rare  
Stitt’s motives for the special audit for Tulsa schools 
were made clear in a both the July 7 letter to Byrd 
and his Facebook posting when he linked it to Tulsa’s 
response to the coronavirus pandemic. The governor 
vehemently opposed school closings statewide and 
mask mandates. And in the same posting, he blasted 
the “indoctrination” of students in the “teaching of 

critical race theory.”  
The school closings statewide came at a spike in 

COVID-19 infections, hospitalizations and deaths. 
Still, Stitt was miffed by the actions taken by Tulsa 
officials. 

“Although ESSER (Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief) funds were intended to min-
imize disruption from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
support the well-being of students, TPS stayed closed 
over 300 days—longer than any other school district,” 
Stitt wrote to Byrd on July 7. 

Tulsa school officials have repeatedly denied teach-
ing critical race theory, which claims race is a social 
construct, and racism is interwoven into America’s 
institutions and policies, disproportionately impacting 
people of color.  

To date, neither Stitt nor any other state official has 
provided any evidence that critical race theory is being 
taught in Oklahoma’s public schools.  

According to a tabulation of school district special 
audits on State Auditor and Inspector’s website, fewer 
than 10% of school districts in Oklahoma have been 
subjected to special audits over the last 20 years. 
And far fewer still have been ordered by the state’s 
governor.  

Nevertheless, Tulsa School Board members Jennet-
tie Marshall and E’liena Ashley sent a letter on July 
1 to Stitt requesting the special audit after reading a 
Tulsa World article. The pair wrote to Stitt, “There 
is significant concerns and substantiating evidence 
that processes and state contract laws may have been 
violated, and that this is not a one-time situation but a 
pattern of operation.” 

Scope of the audit is unusual  
One aspect of the audit is a “performance audit,” in 

which Stitt and Byrd seek to determine if Tulsa Public 
Schools is in comprehensive compliance with H.B. 
1775. The 2021 law prohibits teaching certain concepts 
commonly used in diversity training.  

Gist recently told the OSBE that the great diversity 
within the Tulsa school system made diversity training 
more critical, including “implicit bias” concepts that 
are not prohibited by the law. She noted that 78% 
of the public school students were persons of color. 
Furthermore, this performance audit goes beyond the 
scope of H.B. 1775 in that the law is supposed to be 
“complaint” based. No provision in the new law calls 
for comprehensive audits, nor has any been undertaken 
previously.     

Another portion of the review is an “investiga-
tive audit,” in which Speno says an “impropriety” is 
suspected or alleged. The first part of the investigative 
audit concerns questionable payments to certain school 
district employees by a vendor. Gist has publicly said 
that the loss was about $20,000, having occurred two 
years prior and has already been turned over to local 
law enforcement officials, who are also investigating 
the district.   

Stitt also commissioned the State Auditor and In-
spector’s office to examine TPS’s expenditures of more 
than $205 million in federal funds for COVID-19 aid.  

Oklahoma’s own issues with federal audit 
In all, Oklahoma has $1.87 billion to spend under 
the American Rescue Plan Act, but state lawmakers 
complaint some projects approved last December have 
yet to receive funding. 

These audits are typically performed by the federal 
government. Such a federal audit was conducted on the 
state of Oklahoma’s use of COVID-19 aid funds. There 
the federal government found multiple substantive 
failures in the $8 million Bridge the Gap Digital Wallet 
program, lacked oversight and safeguards against 
fraud, allowing parents to purchase miscellaneous 
items like furniture, televisions, watches and other 
merchandise when funds were supposed to provide 
learning materials for students, Oklahoma Watch and 
The Frontier reported.  

The two news outlets reported that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education placed conditions on how Oklaho-
ma could dole out its second allocation worth $17.7 
million due to state officials’ lack of communication 
with federal monitors and inability to account for the 
nearly $40 million received under the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund in 2020.  

The two news outlets also reported that nearly $18 
million in federal coronavirus relief dollars for educa-
tion has been in Stitt’s hands since January 2021 but 
has yet to be spent to help Oklahoma students recover 
from the pandemic. 

TPS AUDIT FROM PAGE A1

BYRON PERRY  is a freelance writer for the 
Oklahoma Eagle, is a native Tulsan, a husband, 
a father to four and since the earliest he can 
remember sports has been a part of his life 
teaching some of the best lessons life has to offer.  
Byron’s best moments today come from time with 
his family and some truly great friends. And yes, 
Byron is always working to beat ‘Old Man Par’.  

Follow on Twitter @BPerry918 
Reach Byron @Byron.Perry23@gmail.com  

LEFT  Jim Beatty, CEO, African 
American Golf Expo and Forum.

BOTTOM LEFT  Legacy player 
exhibit at the Second Annual 
African American Golf Expo & 
Forum in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
August 2022.

PHOTOS AA GOLF EXPO.COM

JOHN NEAL  is a contributor for The Oklahoma Eagle.
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Author James Baldwin 
suggested, “ignorance allied 
with power is the most 

ferocious enemy justice can have.”  
The Rev. Martin Luther King 

Jr. said on the remembrance of the 
work of renowned sociologist and 
historian W.E.B. DuBois that so 
long as the devaluation of Black 
people persisted, “the brutality and 
criminality of conduct toward the 
Negro was easy for the conscience 
to bear. The twisted logic ran: If the 
black man was inferior, he was not 
oppressed.”  

This twisted logic and psychosis 
propel many who are paranoid and 
fixated against contemporary Critical 
Race Theory. The latest national 
political polls suggest many members 
of the Republican party are against 
Critical Race Theory and believe 
teaching African American history is 
anti-white and anti-American.  

Republican governors Ron 
DeSantis of Florida and Kevin Stitt of 
Oklahoma and their respective GOP-
majority legislatures have moved 
aggressively to ban the teaching of 
Critical Race Theory in the education 
system in their states. They have 
falsely equated CRT as un-American 
and hate education. They have also 
pushed hard for the banning of books 
from public schools and libraries.  

When did Americans become so 
fragile?  

These dividers have disingenuously 
compared CRT to Marxism. Banning 
books in the education system is akin 
to a society moving backward and 
closer to German dictator Adolph 
Hitler’s Nazi propaganda campaign 
of total race annihilation. It is also 
a move towards a Ken and Barbie 
society of Americans who are not 
critical thinkers. There is nothing 
exceptional about that. 

Some believe this is a political 
strategy to demonize Black and 

Brown folks. However, othering 
Black and Brown people as political 
strategy is not new in American 
politics.  

Look no further than Republican 
political strategist Lee Atwater, a 
political consultant to Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and George H.W. 
Bush in the 1980s and 1990s. Or at 
former President Donald J. Trump. 
They weaponized race-based 
negative messaging as their primary 
political strategy. The current 
acceleration of racialized political 
process is driven by a dwindling 
white U.S. population, national 
electoral politics, and the need for 
absolute white power and control. 

So, what is Critical Race Theory, 
and what is it not? CRT is a legal 
principle that looks at implicit bias 
and its impact on race, class and 
privilege. It is not a calculated effort 
created by a Black academic plot 
to redress the effect of slavery in 
the United States. Instead, CRT is a 
theoretical methodology developed 
to examine and test the impact of 
slavery on systems and practices.  

Critical Race theorists see racism 
as organized and systematic. As a 
theory, it is certainly not as organized 
as the 400 years of brutal, systematic 
oppression and racism, whose impact 
it attempts to quantify. 

This mania and hysteria over 
Critical Race Theory are part of 
the demonization strategy. But  this 
calculated racialized endeavor is 
motivated by a dwindling white 
U.S. population, shrinking electoral 
political control, and the need for 
power and control. 

The false comparisons and 
narratives that are part of the rhetoric 
of opponents to CRT are driven by a 
far-right-leaning white supremacist 
who attempts to whitewash American 
history as a singular, exceptional 
story of conquering pilgrims minus 

the rape and pillage of Natives, 
farmers and builders sans the Middle 
Passage of enslaved Africans. That 
narrative is just false and ahistorical. 

While the dog whistle excites the 
base, the strategy’s puppeteers’ aim 
is precise. They want to suppress 
minority voices and drive further 
wedges of hate and division among 
fellow Americans. A racially divided 
America is an excellent strategy if 
you are only concerned with power 
and control. However, on the local 
level, it is a volatile strategy with 
devastating consequences. Do we 
want a race war in the United States? 
Some historians would suggest that 
the war has already begun. 

My Oklahoma community 
introduced me to such diverse writers 
as James Baldwin, Chaim Potok, 
Charles Dickens, Maya Angelou, 
William Faulkner, Pearl S. Buck, 
Richard Wright and Homer as a 
young boy growing up in Southern 
Oklahoma. Reading various thoughts 
and ideas prepared me to see a world 
beyond state borders. These authors 
connected me – a Black man growing 
up in Oklahoma – to a global world.  

I didn’t feel alone.  
Their words allowed me to see 

myself as equal. We shouldn’t 
deprive our youth and future leaders 
of these same opportunities. 

Black history is American history, 
and systematic racism is a relic of 
global colonialization. This toxic 
paranoia is driving extremists to 
devalue and suppress the franchise of 
Black and Brown people worldwide. 
These current discussions about 
Critical Race Theory are a right-
wing manufactured bruhaha, 
nothingburger aimed at furthering 
and capitalizing off American 
division.  

Who is hating who? 

Oklahoma Needs 
Critical Race Theory 
by Dr. Maurice O’brian Franklin

PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

As a 
theory, it 
is certainly 
not as 
organized 
as the 400 
years of 
brutal, 
systematic 
oppression 
and racism, 
whose 
impact it 
attempts to 
quantify. 

DR. MAURICE O’BRIAN 
FRANKLIN  is a direct descendant 
to some of Oklahoma’s current 
and extinct Oklahoma All-Black 
Towns. He is Creek and Chickasaw 
Freedman. Franklin attributes 
his activism and social justice 
commitment to the influences 
of mom, James Baldwin, Marcus 
Garvey, and his 4th great 
grandfather Buck Franklin, and 
cousin Dr. John Hope Franklin. Dr. 
Franklin lives in New York City, is 
a Navy veteran and is a native of 
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. 
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Bill Lissau

President, Bank of America Tulsa

What would you like the power to do?®

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/tulsa

In the last decade, more than 50% of all new businesses created were diverse-owned.* 

It’s why Bank of America has taken an innovative, industry-leading approach to help 

fuel growth by supporting mission-focused equity funds, Community Development 

Financial Institutions and Minority Depository Institutions, including Citizen Potawatomi 

Community Development Corporation.

These partners help women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs of color establish and 

grow their businesses, create jobs and improve financial stability in local communities 

across the country.

Believing 
is the first step
We’re empowering entrepreneurs 

to take the next one

*“Minority Entrepreneurs.” Minority Entrepreneurs — U.S. Committee on Small Business & Entrepreneurship
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender © 2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

We know that it takes more than a great idea to start and keep a business 
running. My teammates and I in Tulsa want to make sure every big believer 
has the opportunity to achieve and reach their goals.
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The social messages of the Tony-Award-
winning musical Hadestown, set to open 
at the Tulsa Performing Arts Theater 
on Sept. 27, will resonate with many 
local theater goers, the lead actor told 
The Oklahoma Eagle.  Kevyn Morrow, 
who plays Hades, discussed the show 
in an Eagle interview last week. The 
production delves into many of today’s 
social issues, he said, including wealth 
versus power, women empowerment, 
and climate change. 

The play is based on an ancient Greek 
story. It centers around Hades, who is 
sent by his brother Zeus to oversee the 
realm of the Underworld. In the musical 
interpretation, the Underworld he rules as 
a God is industrial and hardened. It eerily 
mirrors some major recent and current 
events.

Morrow offered some insights into 
the key aspects of the character he plays. 
“My workers are building a wall to 
separate us from those who do not have 
what we have, from poverty, from those 
who are not like us or are as wealthy as 
us,” he explained. “There are a lot of 
social issues thrown in. They are not in 
your face, but they are there.”

In the end, not all is lost. Or is it? 
Morrow said the lesson of the story for 
him is that love will survive. It contrasts 
two love relationships, a dysfunctional, 
millennia-aged marriage of the God 
Hades and his wife Persephone and 
the new love of Eurydice and Orpheus. 
When Eurydice is taken to Hadestown, 
drama ensues.

“It is about hope and love, and will 
love win? Will love carry you through?” 
Morrow said. “The story shows what 
love can turn into if you don’t mind it.” 

Morrow’s Southern Roots 
Morrow said he relates to one of the 
central themes of the story: if at first you 
don’t succeed, try, and try again.

“That’s the way I was raised,” he said.
The actor’s roots go back to Euta, 

Alabama. His family migrated to the 
Midwest - Omaha, Nebraska - where 
they could get jobs that were available 
for Black workers. His father started in 
the meatpacking industry, like many who 
migrated to the Midwest, and he later 
became an auto mechanic. Morrow’s 
mother was a schoolteacher. Her family 
migrated to Cleveland, Ohio, and started 
a trucking company. 

Morrow traces his love of the 
performing arts to a night out when he 

was a kid in Omaha. While doing her 
graduate work, his aunt agreed to babysit 
Morrow. But also had a date with her 
boyfriend. The two took Morrow with 
them to see To Sir with Love, a British 
film about an inner-city school, starring 
black actor Sidney Portier in the leading 
role of an innovative schoolteacher 
dealing with social and racial tensions.

“I saw Sydney Portier on screen and 
thought, ‘I can do that. I want to do 
that,’” Morrow said.

A few years later, his older brother 
joined a local community theater. It 
inspired him once again to go into the 
performance arts. 

“I saw him in a play and wanted to do 
that. It was like wanting to be like him, 
but also competition, - ‘if he can do it, I 
can do it’ - and it became a driving force 
in me,” Morrow said. “He was doing it 
for fun, and it turned out I had a natural 
interest in it and ability for it.”

Since finding Portier, Morrow said 
there is a “whole slew” of black actors 
who inspire him. Among them: Don 
Cheadle, Denzel Washington, and 
Samuel Jackson. Before taking a break 
from traveling in 2003, Morrow was 
inspired by the role of Colehouse Walker 
Jr. in the musical version of Ragtime. 
He had seen the movie version of 
Ragtime and read the book and seized an 
opportunity to play Walker in a London 
production.

“I had never seen an articulate black 
man in a film since Portier and I thought 
I’d love to play a character like this.” He 
received an Olivier Award nomination 
for his performance.

Until the Hades role, Morrow had 
left touring and instead stayed close to 
home in New York City for 27 years. 
He remained busy in his trade, working 
on nine Broadway shows, television 
programs, commercials, and voice overs.

His Final Performance
Besides Morrow, the North American 
touring production of Hadestown stars 
Morgan Siobhan Green as Eurydice, 
Chibueze Ihuoma as Orpheus, Tony 
Award® winner Levi Kreis as Hermes, 
and Kimberly Marable as Persephone. 
It is the winner of eight 2019 Tony 
Awards® including Best New Musical 
and the 2020 Grammy® Award for Best 
Musical Theater Album.

The show was transformed from an 
indie theater project that toured Vermont. 
It was then produced as an album. 
Finally, it was transformed into a genre-
defying new musical that blends modern 

American folk music with New Orleans-
inspired jazz to reimagine this ancient 
tale.

In Tulsa, Morrow will perform as 
Hades for the last time and say farewell 
to the role. With a little extra time to 
spend in the area, he plans to learn more 
about Oklahoma’s history.

“There was an all-Black production 
of Oklahoma recently in Seattle and 
Denver,” he said. “It brought to mind 
that, of course, there would be black 
cowboy towns. I’d like to visit the 1921 
massacre site and do some research on 
Black Towns (of Oklahoma).”

Hadestown: 
A classic 
production 
with 
contemporary 
themes

I had 
never 
seen an 
articulate 
Black 
man in 
a film 
since 
Portier 
and I 
thought 
I’d love 
to play a 
character 
like this.
Kevyn Morrow, actor, portrays 
Hades in Hadestown.

by Kimberly marsh

Kevyn Morrow plays Hades in the Broadway touring 
production of the musical “Hadestown.

How To Go
Hadestown makes its Oklahoma 
premiere in Tulsa as part of the 
2021-22 Broadway Season.

Where: Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center

When: Sep. 27 – Oct.1 for 
eight performances. The  
performance schedule includes 
shows Tuesday – Thursday at 
7:30pm, Friday at 8pm, Saturday 
at 2pm and 8pm, and Sunday at 
1pm and 6:30pm. 

How: Tickets are available 
for purchase by phone at 
918.596.7111 or 800.364.7111, 
in person at the Tulsa PAC 
Ticket Office, or online at 
CelebrityAttractions.com.
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Kickin’ It Old School at
Hip-Hop 918
Guthrie Green celebrated 10 years with the second “Hip-Hop 918: Kickin’ It Old School” on September 18th, also known as “918 Day” 
in Tulsa. Acts included a cypher of local musicians and rappers, british rapper and radio personality Monie Love, The Sugarhill Gang 
and special guests Mele Mel & Scorpio (featured above). The evening was hosted by Playya 1000. 
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More DNA sought from 
remains of possible 
massacre victims

The Williams Building, no.2 on Greenwood Avenue, site of the Dreamland Theater, June 1, 1921, in Tulsa.

The 1921 massacre occurred when a 
white mob descended on Greenwood, a 
predominantly Black neighborhood in 
Tulsa, the violence erupting after a 19-year-
old Black male was arrested for allegedly 
assaulting a 17-year-old white female in an 
office building. 

A search for the graves of massacre 
victims began in 2020 and resumed last year 
with nearly three dozen coffins recovered 
that contained the remains of possible 
victims. 

Fourteen sets of the remains were sent to 
Intermountain Forensics in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, in an attempt to identify them with 
two sets having enough DNA recovered to 
begin sequencing. 

Scientists plan to conduct soil testing at two 
sites along the Arkansas River where victims of 
the massacre were believed to have been buried 
in mass graves. 

The collection of additional DNA is an effort 
to provide enough to begin sequencing on the 
other remains. 

None of the remains recovered thus far are 
confirmed as victims of the massacre in which 
more than 1,000 homes were burned, hundreds 
were looted and the thriving business district 
known as Black Wall Street was destroyed. 

Historians who have studied the event 
estimate the death toll to be between 75 and 300. 

Victims were never compensated, however 
a pending lawsuit seeks reparations for the three 
remaining known survivors of the violence. 

PHOTO DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, MCFARLIN LIBRARY, THE UNIVERSITY OF TULSA

Scientists 
plan to 

conduct 
soil testing 
at two sites.

Oklahoma appellate court next 
for Osage Nation case

Nearly $18 million in 
federal coronavirus relief 
dollars for education has been 
in Gov. Kevin Stitt’s hands 
since January 2021 but has yet 
to be spent to help Oklahoma 
students recover from the 
pandemic.  

An effort to select projects 
has stalled while state officials 
work with federal agencies 
to stay in compliance. The 
state’s handling of an earlier 

allocation drew scrutiny from 
federal watchdogs.  

Even if projects are 
announced soon, the deadline 
for awardees to spend all funds 
is Sept. 30, 2023. 

The U.S. Department of 
Education placed conditions 
on how Oklahoma could 
dole out its second allocation 
worth $17.7 million due 
to state officials’ lack of 
communication with federal 

monitors and inability to 
account for the nearly $40 
million received under the 
Governor’s Emergency 
Education Relief (GEER) 
Fund in 2020. The department 
has not provided Oklahoma 
Watch and The Frontier details 
on those conditions.  

State officials in December 
solicited ideas to spend the 
money through an email 
addressed to “education 
stakeholders.”  

Organizations that submitted 

Why $17.7 Million In Relief Money 
For OK Students Remains Unspent

by Jennifer Palmer, reese Gorman and Clifton adCoCk
OklahOma Watch

Questions over whether the 
Osage Nation reservation in 
northern Oklahoma still exists 
will next be answered by 
the state’s Court of Criminal 
Appeals. 

Osage County District 
Judge Stuart Tate ruled last 
week in a criminal case 
involving a Native American 
defendant that the Osage 
Nation reservation was 
disestablished by Congress 

and that the state therefore 
retains criminal jurisdiction 
there. But Tate on Thursday 
agreed to stay proceedings in 
the case until the matter of the 
Osage Nation reservation and 
criminal jurisdiction can be 
resolved. 

“While we are disappointed 
by the ruling, we are not 
deterred in our efforts to 
reestablish the Osage Nation 
Reservation,” Osage Nation 
Attorney General Clint 
Patterson said in a statement. 
“We still believe we are on 

solid legal footing and we 
look forward to taking our 
fight to the next level. This 
is not the end, but only a 
necessary step on our path to 
reestablishment.” 

Doug Dry, an attorney for 
the defendant in the case, said 
he plans to appeal to the Court 
of Criminal Appeals within 30 
days. 

“We’re alleging the 
reservation that the Osage 
Nation has has never been 
disestablished,” said Dry, who 
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ideas have waited months for a response. It’s 
already too late to start the projects for the fall 
semester. One project to give teachers classroom 
grants was completed anyway by the state 
Education Department, without the governor’s 
funds.  

If the $17.7 million for Oklahoma is not 
spent by next fall, the funds will have to be 

returned to the U.S. Department of Education. 
GEER 2 comes from the Coronavirus Response 
and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
Congress’ second round of pandemic relief aid. 
The fund’s purpose is to provide emergency 
assistance to students and families through 
school districts, colleges and universities and 
other education-related organizations. 

Governors had one year from receiving 
the funds to allocate to K-12 districts or other 
education organizations or set up grant programs. 
That deadline came and went without any public 
announcement. 

A federal audit issued last month found 
Oklahoma failed to follow program rules and 
properly oversee its first GEER allocation. The 
$8 million Bridge the Gap Digital Wallet program 
lacked oversight and safeguards against fraud, 
allowing parents to purchase miscellaneous 
items like furniture and televisions when funds 

were supposed to provide learning materials for 
students.  

Now, state officials are awaiting feedback 
from federal agencies to ensure the process of 
awarding GEER 2 funds remains in compliance 
with federal regulations, said Caden Cleveland, 
a spokesman for the Office of Management and 
Enterprise Services. Oklahoma is still within 
the expected timeframe parameters set by the 
federal government for the obligation of GEER 

2 dollars, he said. 
State Chief Operating Officer Steven Harpe 

led the committee tasked with evaluating 
Oklahoma’s proposals and coming up with a 
plan for the funds, according to the email. Harpe 
declined an interview for this story.  

Cleveland said Harpe and others in his office 
are working with federal agencies on an audit 
of the GEER funds and the results “will largely 
dictate next steps of GEER 2 for our state.” 

Other committee members included Amanda 
Rodriguez, who was at the time the state chief 
financial officer, and Ryan Walters, Oklahoma’s 
secretary of education.  

Walters was instrumental in creating 
the programs funded by the first round of 
GEER dollars. Walters is running for state 
superintendent and will face off against Shawnee 
Public Schools Superintendent April Grace in 
the Aug. 23 runoff. 

Missed Opportunities 
Governors are supposed to award the funds to 
the entities “most significantly impacted by 
coronavirus” and make criteria used in those 
decisions publicly available.  

In an effort to collect ideas for the $17.7 
million, state officials sent an email to members 
of the media and others who have signed up to 
receive emails from the Office of Management 
and Enterprise Services.  

It didn’t go out directly to the groups 
most closely connected to education: the 
state Department of Education, Oklahoma 
State School Boards Association, Oklahoma 
Education Association, Professional Oklahoma 
Educators or the Cooperative Council for 
Oklahoma School Administration, according to 
a list of recipients. 

Harpe wrote in the email that submissions 
were due Dec. 20, 2021 to allow the committee 
to review the proposals; final approval would be 
completed “no later than Jan. 31, 2022.”   

Committee members said they would prioritize 
ideas that provided direct relief to students 
and families disproportionately impacted by 
COVID-19 or addressed the teacher shortage, 
teacher retention, scaling best practices, and 
learning loss.  

Nineteen project proposals were provided 
to Oklahoma Watch and The Frontier under an 
Open Records Act request.  

The state Education Department submitted 
three total; one project proposed giving 
classroom teachers grants of $1,000 each 
through DonorsChoose, an online crowdfunding 
platform. The department said it would like 
to use $3 million from the governor’s funds 
combined with $3 million of its own funds and 
a possible match from donors for a total of $9 
million. 

DonorsChoose submitted its own proposal for 
$5 million in GEER 2 funding. 

After the state’s approval deadline passed 
with no response, the Education Department 
went forward with a DonorsChoose project on 
its own in February, awarding more than 7,500 
teachers grants of up to $800 each.  

The Education Department distributed $6 
million in three days, a national record for 
DonorsChoose, the organization said. 

“Oklahoma teachers submitted almost 8,000 
DonorsChoose projects in just the first day. This 
is an uptake rate we’ve never seen before in 
the history of DonorsChoose,”  DonorsChoose 
founder Charles Best said in a press release.  

One teacher used the funds to purchase 
headphones for her students to use during 
classroom computer time; another bought math 
manipulatives for pre-K students.  

A Look at Some Proposals 
Programs in other states are underway using 
these relief dollars, providing grants to career 
and technical centers, classroom grants for 
teachers, and providing support services to 
students with severe cognitive disabilities.  

Oklahoma is one of 11 states that hasn’t 
reported spending GEER II funds as of June 
30, according to the U.S. Department of 
Education’s ESF Transparency Portal.  

Many of the ideas would address critical 
education needs in the state.  

The Oklahoma Department of Education 
proposed two other projects, in addition to the 
classroom grants. One would use $1.7 million 
to develop a micro credential program for 
educators and another would expend $2 million 
on a virtual coaching and mentoring program for 
new teachers. 

Other organizations proposed using the funds 
to expand broadband to rural students, pay 
and hire special education teachers at a school 
for students with autism and purchase online 
learning products.  

Boys and Girls Clubs of Oklahoma City 
proposed remodeling a building in Capitol Hill 
for students to use after school.  

Oklahoma Christian University asked for $2 

million to award scholarships to students in its 
paraprofessional to teacher degree program.  

Scissortail Community Development 
Corporation proposed using the entire $17.7 
million to give private school scholarships to 
low-income and minority students and students 
with disabilities — similar to the governor’s 
Stay in School program funded with $10 million 
from the first GEER award. 

Federal Auditors’ Findings 
The fallout from Stitt’s handling of the first 
round of funding under GEER has continued. 

On Tuesday, a state lawmaker filed a lawsuit 
against OMES, alleging the state has refused to 
provide him details on the GEER expenditures. 
Rep. Logan Phillips, R-Mounds, states in the 
lawsuit, filed in Oklahoma County District 
Court, that he submitted a request for the 
information under the Oklahoma Open Records 
Act in May to Stitt and Walters and “no response 
was ever received.” 

According to an email provided by the 
governor’s office, Stitt’s legal department replied 
to Phillips a week later, stating “our office does 
not possess responsive records” and referred him 
to Harpe. OMES says its staff tried to set up a 
meeting with Phillips but he didn’t show up. 

In a federal audit issued in July, auditors 
recommended clawing back $650,000 and 
requiring Oklahoma to review another $5.5 
million in purchases in the Digital Wallet 
program to determine if additional funds were 
misspent.  

Digital Wallet provided $1,500 grants to low-
income families for educational supplies, but a 
lack of controls and oversight allowed purchases 
of TVs, home appliances, gaming consoles, and 
many other items not for student learning, as 
first revealed in an investigation by Oklahoma 
Watch and The Frontier.  

ClassWallet, a Florida company, managed 
Digital Wallet and the Stay in School fund. 
The state on Aug. 5 filed a lawsuit against the 
company, alleging they breached their contract. 
But the auditors found it was the state’s 
responsibility to monitor the funds, and state 
officials had access to ClassWallet’s platform 
and spending information but no one from 
Oklahoma checked it until the program was 
nearly over.  

State officials have agreed to make several 
changes in its processes of awarding grants in 
response to the audit, including using a rubric to 
award funds in line with the intended purpose, 
and better monitoring and oversight of grant 
recipients, as well as improved management of 
funds.  

Kate Vesper, Stitt’s press secretary, said the 
state is working diligently to follow the federal 
agencies’ recommendations and should be able 
to award projects in time. “We are in compliance 
with the timeframe parameters set by the federal 
government,” she said. 

Editor’s Note: This story was produced in 
partnership with the Oklahoma nonprofit 
newsroom The Frontier. 
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The fallout from Stitt’s 
handling of the first round

Governors are supposed to award the funds to 
the entities “most significantly impacted by 
coronavirus” and make criteria used in those 
decisions publicly available.

JENNIFER PALMER  has been a reporter 
with Oklahoma Watch since 2016 and 
covers education. Contact her at (405) 761-
0093 or jpalmer@oklahomawatch.org. Follow 
her on Twitter @jpalmerOKC. 

REESE GORMAN joined The Frontier in 2022 
after a stint at The Norman Transcript. Gorman 
primarily covers state and federal government 
for The Frontier. Contact him at reese@
readfrontier.com. Follow @reesejgorman 

CLIFTON ADCOCK has been an investigative 
journalist in Oklahoma for decades, and joined 
The Frontier in 2017. Since joining The Frontier, 
Adcock has written extensively about politics, 
criminal justice, medical marijuana and the 
environment. Contact him at clifton@readfrontier.
com. Follow @cliftonhowze 

represents Dustin Phillips, a Cherokee Nation 
citizen charged in Osage County with domestic 
assault and battery by strangulation, kidnapping 
and other crimes. 

Dry filed a motion to dismiss the case, arguing 
that because the crime occurred within the 
Osage Nation’s historic reservation boundaries, 
jurisdiction lies with the federal government. 

In response to that motion, Tate ruled that 
the Osage Allotment Act, which divided the 
reservation lands among members of the tribe, 
and the Oklahoma Enabling Act passed by 
Congress, which created the state, combined to 
suggest that Congress intended to disestablish 
the Osage Reservation. 

Dry and the Osage Nation, which filed 
an amicus brief in the case, contend that the 
judge should have given more consideration to 
the landmark U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 2020, 
dubbed the McGirt ruling, which determined 
that the Muscogee Nation in eastern Oklahoma 

remains an American Indian reservation. 
Since that decision was handed down, the 

Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals has 
determined that for the purpose of criminal 
jurisdiction, several other Indian reservations 
remain intact, including those of the Cherokee, 
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Seminole and Quapaw 
nations. 

The issue has led to increasing tension between 
the tribes and the offices of the governor and state 
attorney general, who want to see the McGirt 
decision overturned or narrowed. 

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, who leads the tribe of more than 
24,000 citizens, said he would ultimately like 
to see the issue resolved not in state or federal 
court, but either in an Osage Nation courtroom 
or an international court. 

“I think really to solve the Native American 
question with the states of the United States 
and the federal government, it needs to be in 
international court,” Standing Bear said. 

The Osage Nation and part of its unique 

history is featured in a soon-to-be-released film, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon,” directed by Martin 
Scorcese and adapted from David Grann’s 
bestselling book. The book is set in the 1920s, 
when the Osage people became some of the 
wealthiest in the world after oil was discovered 
on their reservation. At least two dozen and 
perhaps as many as several hundred Osage 
Indians were subsequently murdered, leading to 
a case that became one of the FBI’s first major 
homicide investigations.

____
This story was updated to correct the name of 
“Killers of the Flower Moon,” which had been 
erroneously referred to as “Killer of the Flower 
Moon.”
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS

TO PREVIEW 95% CONSTRUCTION 
PLANS FOR PROJECT NO.  170030, 

GILCREASE MUSEUM
EXHIBIT FABRICATOR  

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, a Bid Review 
Period for the Exhibits Package for the 
Gilcrease Museum will last until 8th day 
of October 2022:

A NON-MANDATORY Plan Review Call 
Conference is scheduled for Friday 
September 23, 2022, at 12:00PM CST 
via Zoom.  

One tap mobile:  
US:  

+13462487799,,94708463549#
+16694449171,,94708463549# 

Meeting URL:     
  
https://flintco.zoom.us/j/9470846354
9?pwd=MXc1M0gzbVZJeFBFZlRkd0xT

M1drdz09 

Meeting ID:  947 0846 3549
Passcode: GILEXPRE#1 

Attendance at the Plan Review 
Conference Call is NON-MANDATORY 
but highly encouraged to review 
upcoming Exhibit bidding 
requirements. 95% construction plans 
will be available for review and design 
staff will discuss the project scope and 
schedule.

The Bid Preview Documents are 
available through the Construction 
Manager.  Please contact Kenny Lawson 
at klawson@flintco.com.

Bid Documents will be solicited under a 
separate notice in October 2022.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes.  A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirement of 
the proposed contract documents.  
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 15th day 
of September 2022.

NOTICE
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Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

September 23 and 30, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS FOR 
PROJECT NO. 2259X00018

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 21st day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 2259X00018 
STONEBROOKE ESTATES BRIDGE

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account 
No. 2259X00018.CouncilD02.
Stonebr.409.4093122.541107

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa .org/government/
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: None

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the Director 
of Engineering Services at the City of 
Tulsa Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 21st day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 23rd day 
of September 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

September 23 and 30, 2022.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

PROJECT NO. 2036N7060Z, 
TMUA-W 20-20

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 
a.m. the 21st day of October, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 2036N7060Z, TMUA-W 
20-20 NON- ARTERIAL STREET 
REHABILITATION MAINTENANCE ZONE 
7060

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 
2036N7060Z.
Streets NArtRhb.4281.42813122-
541106 2036N7060Z.Streets.
NArtRhb.4282.42823122-541106 
2331W00014.WaterDist.Water.7400.
74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c i t y o f t u l s a . o r g /
gove rnment /depa r tment s /eng in 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C.

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the Director 
of Engineering Services at the City of 
Tulsa Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 21st day of 
October 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 23rd day 
of September 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk



KEEP THINGS  
FRESH  
AT YOUR LOCAL  
FARMERS MARKET!
Fill your table with seasonal produce, support local 
business and try new things!

Find your nearest farmers  
market and healthy recipes at 

SYFOK.com/FarmersMarket
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SEE WEB SITE FOR UPDATED LISTING & PICTURES.  Buyers 
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ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan091822) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

LARGE ABSOLUTE AUCTION
 ONG • ETI 

LAKESIDE SAFE & LOCK
CITY OF OKC

OTHER CONTRACTORS
THURS. SEPT. 29TH 

AT 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
INSP & REG:  WED. SEPT. 28TH FROM 8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM

AND STARTING AT 8:00 AM DAY OF AUCTION
CAN’T MAKE IT TO THE AUCTION,  

BID LIVE ONLINE AT WWW.DAKIL.COM
Mini-Excavator, Trenchers, Digger Derrick, Rig Trucks, Trucks, 
Pick-ups, SUV’s, Vans, Cars, Police Cars, Travel Trailers, Trailers, 
Automotive Lifts & Equip, Forklifts, Air Compressors, Skid Steer 
Attachments, Safes, Concrete Tools & Equip, Misc. Tools & Equip. 
SEE WEB SITE FOR UPDATED LISTING & PICTURES.  Buyers 
premium will apply

CONSIGNMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED!
CONTACT DAKIL AUCTIONEERS BEFORE DELIVERY

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179

www.dakil.com

LARGE ABSOLUTE AUCTION
ONG • ETI

LAKESIDE SAFE & LOCK
CITY OF OKC

OTHER CONTRACTORS
THURS. SEPT. 29TH 

AT 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
INSP & REG:  WED. SEPT. 28TH FROM 8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM

AND STARTING AT 8:00 AM DAY OF AUCTION
CAN’T MAKE IT TO THE AUCTION,  

BID LIVE ONLINE AT WWW.DAKIL.COM
Mini-Excavator, Trenchers, Digger Derrick, Rig Trucks, Trucks, Pick-ups, SUV’s, 
Vans, Cars, Police Cars, Travel Trailers, Trailers, Automotive Lifts & Equip, 
Forklifts, Air Compressors, Skid Steer Attachments, Safes, Concrete Tools 
& Equip, Misc. Tools & Equip. SEE WEB SITE FOR UPDATED LISTING & 
PICTURES.  Buyers premium will apply

CONSIGNMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED!
CONTACT DAKIL AUCTIONEERS BEFORE DELIVERY

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179
www.dakil.comDakilDakil

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual
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JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

THIS COPY ONLY FOR THE WEEK OF  
September 18-24 – (ocan091822) 

Please choose the copy below that best fits your ONE column width. Thank you.

1.5” X 8.8” 1.66” X 8.4”

HUNTING LEASES WANTED
OWN RURAL LAND?  Earn $5,000+ 
Every Year from Hunting Leases. 
Upfront payments from our hunters. 
Reduce risk with FREE $5m liability 
insurance. Call for a free quote. (888) 
871-1982.

ONLINE AUCTION
ONLINE AUCTION, Sept 28th, 
Begins Closing @ 6P.M.: 8 +/- Acres 
of Former RR Row & Co-op Land| 
Hwy Access | 3 Phase Elec. | Lovell, 
Logan Co., OK | WigginsAuctioneers.
com 580.233.3066

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

HUNTING LEASES WANTED
OWN RURAL LAND?  Earn $5,000+ 
Every Year from Hunting Leases. Upfront 
payments from our hunters. Reduce risk 
with FREE $5m liability insurance. Call 
for a free quote. (888) 871-1982.

ONLINE AUCTION
ONLINE AUCTION, Sept 28th, Begins 
Closing @ 6P.M.: 8 +/- Acres of Former 
RR Row & Co-op Land| Hwy Access | 
3 Phase Elec. | Lovell, Logan Co., OK | 
WigginsAuctioneers.com 580.233.3066

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

SUMMER END 
BLOWOUT EVENT 

GOING ON NOW
On Energy Saving

INSULATED METAL ROOFS
DESIGNER SHINGLES
WINDOWS OR SIDING

$1,000 OFF
ON ANY PROJECT

100% GUARANTEED FOR LIFE !!
OFFER ENDS 10-1-22
10% Off SR/Military
Financing Available 

from $89/mo oac

ALL CREDIT 
ACCEPTED

800-664-4856
All major credit cards accepted

ALL CREDIT 
ACCEPTED

800-664-4856
All major credit cards accepted

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

SUMMER END 
BLOWOUT EVENT 

GOING ON NOW
On Energy Saving

INSULATED METAL ROOFS
DESIGNER SHINGLES
WINDOWS OR SIDING
$1,000 OFF

ON ANY PROJECT
100% GUARANTEED FOR LIFE !!

OFFER ENDS 10-1-22
10% Off SR/Military
Financing Available 

from $89/mo oac

CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUED
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SATURDAY
Food Truck Frenzy
OKLAHOMA AQUARIUM

Tulsa Farmers’ Market
KENDALL WHITTIER SQUARE

The Moth: How To Tell A 
Story 
MAGIC CITY BOOKS

Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, 
and Mexican Modernism
PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART

Dreamscapes and 
Urbanscapes
L I G G E T T  S T U D I O

Waylon Payne
MERCURY LOUNGE

FRIDAY
I Am A Stranger Here
L I V I N G  A R T S  O F  T U L S A

The Woman King
CIRCLE CINEMA

Painting Class
DIETLER COMMONS, UOT

23
Kids Take The Stage
GATHERING PLACE

13

The Experience: Imagine
When you visit “The Experience: 
Imagine”, you will explore zones 
designed and built by one of six 
Tulsa-based artists. Each has 
different interactive elements. 
What will you discover? 
A H H A  T U L S A

23
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GO DIGITAL

TheOklahomaEagle.net
Events

In The Realm of Miracles 
1 0 8  C O N T E M P O R A R Y

24

I Am A Stranger Here
L I V I N G  A R T S  O F  T U L S A

Civil Conversations:
Let’s Talk About Education
SHE BREWS COFFEE HOUSE

Twisted Shakez
AHHA TULSA

Origins - A Contemporary 
Spin on Prehistoric Art
TAC GALLERY

CJ Starr
LOONY BIN

String Machine
FOOLISH THINGS COFFEE 
COMPANY

Encato
GATHERING PLACE

Creations In Studio K 
TULSA PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER

HeartWerk
ST. VITUS

Fly You Fools
SOUNDPONY

Urban Adventure Race
RUNNERSWORLD TULSA

Zumba On The Westside 
THE DANCE PLACE

The Woman King
CIRCLE CINEMA
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