
Just over 101 years ago, 
African American Dick 
Rowland, 17, had entered an 
elevator where Sarah Page, 
a White woman, would later 
claim Rowland assaulted 
her. Like walking straight 
into a trap, Rowland had 
walked into the elevator as 
an innocent teenager and 
walked out as a victim of 
false accusations. 

As Rowland’s later-arrest 
stirred controversy and, in 
turn, heightened the violent 
tension between the white 
and Black communities, 
the false accusation had 

ultimately acted as a catalyst 
for the critical event in 
Tulsa’s Historic Greenwood 
District’s racial history: the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. 

Today, the city still works 
to remember the bloody 
massacre. During the 
centennial last year, Tulsan 
artists and creatives prepared 
and showcased their works 
in commemoration in the 
Historic Greenwood District, 
now designated a National 
Historic Place. 

 Among those many artists 
and creatives were music 
producer Stephon “Steph” 

Simon, 34, and poet Phetote 
Mshairi, 50. 

 Simon and Mshairi, both 
being born and raised in 
Tulsa, have found that their 
respective crafts intersect 
with local history. Like 
testaments of the social 
atmosphere within the city, 
poetry and music have served 
as outlets to commemorate 
a past that has shaped Tulsa 
into what it is today. 

The infl uence of ‘Sugarhill’ 

While he is a poet, 
Mshairi’s fi rst exploration of 

the art of word wasn’t poetry 
– it was rap. 

It had been on a summer-
like day in his youth, as he 
came back into the three-
bedroom house after playing 
outside with friends, when he 
saw his four siblings gathered 
around a record, listening 
to The Sugarhill Gang and 
writing up rap lyrics.  

Mshairi, a bold, confi dent 
child at his young age, was 
willing to give raps a shot. He 
began to write lyrics and, as 
his passion gradually built on 
itself over time, he eventually 
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City of 
Tulsa 

committed 
to redevelop 
Kirkpatrick 

Heights 
project

Weekends spent with loved ones 
in family’s homes. Summers at 
grandma’s house, attending a carnival 
with kids from all over. Consistent 
programming and activities that 
created the vibrant community that 
shaped their childhood. Heritage, 
pride and people all gathered into 
one family.  

When Kian Kamas talks to people 
in North Tulsa about the Historic 
Greenwood District, these are the 
most recurring stories she hears.  

But today, these neighborhoods 
are vanishing, a distant memory of 
the past.  

“[It’s] just been incredibly 
impactful to have so many people 
talk about…’” said Kamas, executive 
director of the Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity, “knowing, 
remembering the streets where 
they grew up and remembering 
their family’s homes and knowing 
that they’re not there anymore and 
envisioning what is it that we need 
to do to envision what the next 100 
years of this neighborhood looks 
like.”  

She has been working since June 
2021 on the Kirkpatrick Heights/
Greenwood Master Plan to redevelop 
56 acres of public land in three 
different sections of the Historic 
Greenwood District. 

The fi rst and largest piece of land 
under redevelopment as part of this 
project is 45.2 acres outside Emerson 
Elementary School, according to 
Our Legacy Tulsa’s report of the 
neighborhood and pieces of land to 
be developed. The second section 
of land is 6.4 acres next to the 
Greenwood Cultural Center, and the 
third is 18.6 acres of land by George 
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LAST THREE 
SURVIVORS 
ALLOWED 
TO PURSUE 
101-YEAR-
OLD LEGAL 
FIGHT

A Tulsa County District Court 
judge has dismissed the claims 
of eight plaintiffs who sought 
redress for the losses suffered 
during the century-old 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre and the ongoing 
affects throughout the decades that 
followed.  

In a long-awaited order released 
on Wednesday, August 3, Tulsa 
County District Judge Caroline Wall 
concluded that the eight plaintiffs 
could not be included as parties 
in a lawsuit that survivors and 
descendants of victims of the Race 
Massacre are pursuing.   

At the same time, Wall affi rmed the 
Justice for Greenwood Foundation’s 
legal argument in favor of the case 
of the three surviving race massacre 
- Lessie Benningfi eld Randle, 107; 
Viola Fletcher, 108; and Hughes 
Van Ellis Sr., 101, going could go 
forward.   

Judge Wall’s order marked the 
fi rst time that a lawsuit related to 
the Race Massacre can proceed. A 
series of lawsuits fi led in 1922 and 
in 2003 were ultimately dismissed 
by the courts. 

“The Court’s ruling is historic,” 
said Sara Solfanelli, special 
counsel for pro bono initiatives 
at Schulte Roth & Zabel, who is 
assisting Greenwood for Justice in 
the lawsuit. “This victory not only 
recognizes that the Massacre was 
a devastating attack on the Black 
community 100 years ago but clears 
the path for our clients to prove that 
it was also a public nuisance that 
continues to harm the community 
today.” 

Solomon-Simmons, who has 
been the legal voice for the three 
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Tulsa History Facilitates Sense of Community 
in the City’s Music and Poetry Scene 

BY GARY LEE

TULSA MUSIC CONTINUED ON A9

BY HANNA ZOZOBRADO
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE STUDENT,  

JOURNALISM PROJECT

918: Stephon “Steph” Simon A2
Simon has revolved much of his musical 
and artistic creations around Tulsa.
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BY KIMBERLY MARSH

Dwain E. Midget, a product of a 
long line of distinguished Booker 
T. Washington High School 
alumni – who began his career as 
a city garbage truck worker, as a 
journalist at The Oklahoma Eagle 
and political aide to launch a fi ve-
decade career in public service for 
the city of Tulsa and be a tireless 
advocate for the preservation 
of the Historic Greenwood 
District and for African American 
empowerment – died after a long 
battle with cancer on Tuesday, 
August 2.  

He was 68.  
Mr. Midget, affectionately 

known as “Flip,” is remembered as 
the man behind the curtain at City 
Hall, where he worked for more 

than 38 years. His fi rst boss, Emily 
Warner, recalled how she fi rst 
recruited him to city government 
as her assistant in then-Mayor 
Terry Young’s administration in 
1984. She said Mr. Midget wasted 
little time learning how to push 
every lever of bureaucracy to get 
things done.  

Warner said she appreciated 
Mr. Midget’s deep family roots in 
Tulsa but seeing his resume set him 
apart from all the other applicants. 
It showed his depth of knowledge 
and life experience from Booker 
T. Washington High School to 
the University of Nigeria, where 
he earned a master’s degree in 
political science, to a political 
aide position with Congressman 

Jim Jones. And he knew how to 
navigate and analyze the political 
landscape while working as 
writer and political analyst for 
The Oklahoma Eagle, where he 
bumped heads with practically 
every city department when he 
sought answers to the issues he 
covered for the newspaper.  

“He had his ear to the ground, 
and he knew the direction people 
wanted to go,” Warner said. “He 
knew the personalities. He knew 
the politics, because he had lived 
in the community for so long, 
and he brought a comprehensive 
knowledge to the community. No 
one else could have done it better.” 

His easygoing attitude, passion 
for public service and community 
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Project proceeds with 
three key locations 

in the Historic 
Greenwoood District

Remembered for career that 
began on back of a garbage 
truck and ended serving in 
eight of Tulsa’s mayoral 
administrations.

Dwain E.
Midget

Director of the City 
of Tulsa’s Working 
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01. Would you say there is a strong 
Tulsan community? 
For sure, I’m very supportive. I just believe in us 
here in Tulsa… I just think we’re really talented 
and don’t get the proper platform to showcase it 
to the world because it’s Oklahoma. I think just 
the word “Oklahoma” kind of puts a stigma or 
plateau on how far we can go, but we’re very 
talented… I travel a lot, and I see talent in all 
these other states, and it just reassures me that 
we’re just as talented. And it just drove, like, a 
super passion. I got a super crazy passion for 
artists here that I see… we call them local only 
because they’re in reach, you know? It just 
made me believe in them so much, so I support 
and meet these people and all the shows that 
happen on a weekly basis. Everybody supports 
everybody, and it just created a community.

02. Has the Hip Hop scene grown a lot 
in Tulsa? 
For sure… I don’t like saying we’re coming out 
of a pandemic, but as the world is learning how 
to function, we’re starting to build it back up. It’s 
kind of been slow for the past year and a half, 
but like, yesterday [there] was a great turnout for 
a Monday night. So, we’re kind of getting back 
into the motion [and] throwing Hip Hop shows 
again – the spirit never died, but it’s definitely 
more fruitful and more consistent, and it’s 
actually a self-sustaining thing to where any Hip 
Hop artist in Tulsa can put a show together. 

03. What do you think are some 
factors that contribute to the growing 
Hip Hop scene in Tulsa?  
I think [it’s] our relationships. I have a 
relationship with the venue owners, the DJs, 
the sound guy, the people that made the flyer, 
the food trucks that are outside that [have] our 
names on the menu – naming their food after the 
artists… I think that’s what did it. It’s building 
a relationship with every last person that does 
anything.  

It’s a full-fledged community, and that’s why I 
say, “everything is us” as a slogan… “Everything 
is us,” because that’s what it takes. You need all 
of those pieces of a puzzle to create that type 
of foundation. So, you got to know from the 
trumpet player, all the way to the sound guy, to 
the DJ, to the people that come that… just want 
to listen to music. We’re all in it together.

04. Do you share your passion for Hip Hop 
with your kids?  
They know what I do. They are tired of hearing 
me on the radio every five minutes, and they 
see me in articles all the time and newspapers, 
so they know what I do. I share with them, but 
they… love to sing. They love singing. And my 
oldest daughter, she loves to paint. I don’t know 
where that came from, but she’s a painter. And I 
just support what they do without me showing, 
like I didn’t show her how to [paint]. So, I felt 
like that’s what she wants to do, and I know how 
to support it, and I know the art world is blowing 
up just as much as the music world, so I just put 

by HannaH ZoZobrado

University of Maryland,
The Oklahoma Eagle Student Journalism Project

S
Stephon
‘Steph’ 
Simon

Born and raised in 
Tulsa, Simon has 
revolved much of 
his musical and 
artistic creations 
around the city’s 
rich history, 
working on projects 
such as “Fire In 
Little Africa,” a 
multimedia album 
commemorating 
Black Wall Street.

The Oklahoma Eagle is excited to publish a new edition 
of its 918 Series, a brief Q&A with Tulsans who share their 
passions and invest in our shared communities. As the title 
suggests, the series will feature the responses to a mix 
of nine entertaining and thoughtful questions and one 
highly personal/serious question, all within eight minutes. 
This week we offer a conversation between Eagle Writer 
Hannah Zozobrado and Tulsa musician, producer and 
hip hop educator Stephon “Steph” Simon. As a musician 
and producer in the Hip Hop genre, he also is working to 
implement a Hip Hop education elective in a North Tulsa 
high school. 

918 SERIES,  THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

Tulsa musician, producer and Hip Hop educator Stephon “Steph” Simon (left). 
PHOTO PROVIDED
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S
is crazy. 

08.  Is there a specific music 
venue people should go to?
Just yesterday I threw a show at this place 
called Soundpony, which is in Downtown 
Tulsa and the Tulsa Arts District. A lot of 
Hip Hop culture was created and cultivated 
in the Soundpony… the Soundpony was 
home and is home base. I actually just 
threw a show there, for… a new cast of 
rappers coming up and developing in Tulsa 
right now. And I just put the show together 
for them yesterday, which was pretty 
successful. 

09. What are some other music 
genres popular in Tulsa right now?
It’s really a live music scene, so you can 
run into a Folk show, you’re going to a Pop 
show, you’re going to Rock and Roll, a 
Heavy Metal show, Alternative. I personally 
don’t know all the specific terminologies 
because I’m so Hip Hop- and R&B-based. 
But… there are so many different bands out 
there that aren’t Hip Hop. So, it’s any given 
night in like, ten or fifteen different venues, 
you might get something different, and it’s 
the artists that you’re like “man, I’ve never 
heard of this person before.” And when you 
leave, you leave a fan.   

01. As an artist, you refer to 
yourself as “Dicky Ro” as short 
for Dick Rowland, a key person in 
the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921. 
What does it mean when you say 
you take on his persona?ou are 
doing in Oklahoma fit into it?
It’s more so of a reinvention of stirring the 
pot. Just reviving the energy, reviving the 
spirit. Dick Rowland was the catalyst for the 
destruction, unfortunately. It’s a 17-year-old 
boy that got caught in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. He didn’t know he was going 

to be the deciding factor of my future.  

He was the kid they tried to hang, and the 
community wasn’t going for it, which led 
to a fight, which led to riots, which led to 
a massacre, and that’s very impactful… 
[he was] just an aspiring kid shining shoes. 
“Dicky Ro,” shortening it and making it a 
nickname… I don’t take it lightly. It’s really 
a responsibility I take on to get the word out 
to as many people as I can.

her in the right spaces in art.

05. How has the pandemic affected the music scene in 
Tulsa? 
I’ll never forget when the world shut down in 2020, right before 
spring break: that February and March we were in the Rolling 
Stones for, like, the top 10 cities to visit for music… and the New 
York Times [was] talking about Tulsa. It was just like a festival 
every night. And then the world shut down… like the next day 
there was nobody in the streets, and so it was at the point where it 
[went] from packed shows everywhere to nothing. 

06. What made you want to implement Hip Hop 
education as a teacher in a North Tulsa school?
My line of work is in Hip Hop. So, everything I do is hip hop. 
I feel like I’ve reached a master level where I can teach this to 
kids… there’s some things you just need to know and some 
knowledge you need to have and, if I can teach that and implement 
that to a 14-year-old that’s smart enough and they have the 
technology and the iPhones and YouTube and Instagram… they’ll 
have the knowledge that I got at 34 at 14 through 18.  

I feel like I just got good at this thing at 30, and I’ve been 
doing this since I was 18. So, it just helps me accelerate their 
process – help them learn… not to really speak negative on their 
surroundings, because that’s what we tend to do when we get on 
the mic at a young age. I just want to help them change the way 
they speak about where they come from, and it’ll affect so much. 
It’ll affect the whole school, I feel like.  

07. How do you think your students will be 
impacted?
[The elective] starts officially next school year, and I’m slowly 
building and getting the classroom ready this year. I was working 
a job at one point that was holding the process back, and then 
COVID-19 happened, and then school shut down… This was 
the first year where the school was running, but Fire In Little 
Africa was taking all of my time. So now that’s… becoming more 
manageable for me, so I’ve met a few students that are freshmen 
and sophomores that really are looking forward to this class. 
They’re really looking forward to this class and I can’t wait. I 
never couldn’t wait for school to start back. And I haven’t been in 
high school so long, so to see them excited to get back to school – 
like “I’m ready for the summer to be over and get back to school” 

We have collaboratively instructed par-
ticipating journalism students through 
the process of publishing stories that 
focus on community groups and issues 
in Tulsa and Oklahoma. The class was 
led by Maryland associate professor and 
Washington Post staff writer DeNeen 
Brown, an Oklahoma native, who teamed 
with Eagle editors M. David Goodwin 
and Gary Lee. To read other stories in the 
student project, visit http://theoklaho-
maeagle.net/on-the-ground-reporting/  

About this project

The Oklahoma Eagle, in part-
nership with the University 
of Maryland Philip Merrill 
College of Journalism and the 
School of Journalism & Mass 
Communication University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, and the 
“On the Ground Reporting” 
project.
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Artists on the “Fire In Little Africa,” a multimedia album commemorating Black Wall Street in front of the former ‘Brady 
Mansion,’ now the Skyline Mansion – an event venue owned by former NFL first-round draft pick and Tulsa native Felix Jones. 
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“The wheels of justice turn slowly, but 
grind exceedingly fi ne,” goes the saying. 
For the brutal killing of Emmett Till in 
1955, just how fi ne those wheels will 
grind remains to be seen even to this day. 

Emmett Till was a 14-year-old boy 
growing up in Chicago. In 1955, he 
traveled to Money, Mississippi, in the 
Mississippi Delta region to visit with 
relatives. His mother warned him before 
he left to show respect and deference to 
whites in those days of segregation and 
virulent racism. 

In Money, Till apparently encountered 
a 21-year-old married white woman, 
Carolyn Bryant Donham, in the local 
family grocery store. She claimed that 
the 14-year-old grabbed her and tried to 
molest her. She said she yelled for help in 
the little store, but no one ever testifi ed to 
hearing her screams. 

After she returned home and told her 
husband, Roy Bryant, her tale, he and his 
half-brother, J.W. Milam, abducted Till 
in the middle of the night, brutally beat 
and mutilated him, shot and killed him, 
and threw his body into the Tallahatchie 
River. It was recovered a few days later. 

Till’s mother demanded that the body 
be brought back to Chicago. Destroyed 
by the vicious damage done to her son, 
she insisted on an open-casket funeral. 
Literally tens of thousands lined up to see 
the body. Pictures were distributed across 
the country. Emmett Till’s lynching 
became not just a national scandal, but a 
spur to the civil rights movement. When 
Rosa Parks refused to go to segregated 
seating in the back of a public bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama, she triggered 
a bus boycott, galvanized by a young 
minister named Dr. Martin Luther King. 
When asked why she had refused, Parks 
said that “I thought of Emmett Till, and I 
just couldn’t go back.” 

In Mississippi, however, justice went 
AWOL. Roy Bryant and Milam were 
arrested and indicted for murder. In 
September 1955, they were tried before 
an all-white, all-male jury — women 
and African Americans were excluded. 
Despite overwhelming evidence of their 
guilt, they were acquitted in little more 
than an hour. One juror said if they 
hadn’t stopped to drink cola, the verdict 
would have come much quicker. 

A few months later, Bryant and Milam 
admitted to murdering Emmett Till, 
selling their story to Look Magazine 
for $4,000. They were never held 
accountable for their actions. According 
to historian Timothy Tyson, Carolyn 
Bryant Donham later recanted her 
story, admitting that she lied about Till 
accosting her. Then she later disavowed 
that recantation. 

Although a warrant was issued for 
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Emmett 
Till Case 
Demands 
Simple 
Justice

her arrest in the murder, it was never 
served. She initially claimed she knew 
nothing about the kidnapping. Recently, 
her memoir was found and in it, she 
admits to knowing about the kidnapping, 
saying that when her husband and Milam 
brought Till back to her house she tried 
to help him by saying that he’s not the 
one. Then she alleged, fantastically, that 
Till, who had been dragged from his bed 
in the middle of the night, then spoke up 
and identifi ed himself as the culprit. 

What’s clear is that she knew and 
was involved in the kidnapping. Her 
family is calling on Mississippi and the 
Department of Justice to arrest and try 
her. Her false allegations led directly to 
the murder, which she helped to cover up. 
She is the only living accomplice to the 
crime. Justice remains to be done. 

Till’s brutal murder, and the acquittal 
of the murderers, outraged people of 
conscience across the country. The 
Montgomery bus boycott continued 
until segregated buses were ruled 
unconstitutional. The outrage contributed 
to the pressure that led to the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1957 authorizing 
the Department of Justice to intervene in 
local law enforcement when individual 
civil rights are trampled. 

Till became a spur to an entire 
generation of young people, with 
thousands joining drives to register voters 
and to break the hold of segregation 
and terror on African Americans in the 
South. The injustice resonates to this 
day. Only this March, after decades of 
congressional inaction, Congress passed 
and President Joe Biden signed the 
Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act, making 
lynching a federal crime. 

The reaction to Emmett Till’s brutal 
lynching has helped make America 
a more perfect union and helped free 
the South of the American version of 
apartheid. Yet, justice has not yet been 
done. The perpetrators have not been 
held accountable. 

Now, with the uncovering of the 
original arrest warrant for Carolyn Bryant 
Donham and her own memoir confessing 
to her involvement, simple justice 
demands that the warrant be served, and 
she not evade accountability. 

Till became 
a spur to 
an entire 
generation 
of young 
people, with 
thousands 
joining 
drives to 
register 
voters and 
to break 
the hold of 
segregation 
and terror 
on African 
Americans 
in the 
South.

The
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BY REV. JESSE JACKSON, SR.
CHICAGO SUN TIMES

State Board Punishes 
Tulsa Schools For 
Cultural Competence 
And Racial Bias 
Training

Roy and Carolyn Bryant Donham (left) and J. W. Milam and his wife (right) after the two 
men were acquitted by an all-white, male jury in the murder of Emmett Till. 

PHOTO AP

REVEREND JESSE LOUIS JACKSON, SR. is the founder 
and president of Rainbow PUSH Coalition, 
is one of America’s foremost civil rights, 
religious and political fi gures. Over the past 
forty years, he has played a pivotal role in 
virtually every movement for empowerment, 
peace, civil rights, gender equality, and eco-
nomic and social justice. In 2000, President 
Bill Clinton awarded Jackson the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honor.
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As a Black 
boy, I 
watched 
movies like 
“Boyz n’ 
the Hood,” 
“Paid in 
Full,” and 

“Menace II Society.” A scene in the 
1992 film, “Menace II Society” still 
haunts me today. 

In the scene, Grandpa asks, 
“Cane, do you care whether you 
live or die?” 

“I don’t know,” Cane responds. 
If you constantly tell a person 

they don’t matter. Eventually, they 
will believe they don’t matter. 
Black boys are often told they’ll be 
lucky to see 18 years-old. I believed 
I was a menace to society and 
didn’t know if I wanted to live or 
die, which negatively impacted my 
school performance. 

I didn’t know it, but I was being 
de-educated. 

 What Is De-Education? 

 De-education is a systematic 
method to make a person seem to 
others that they are continuously 
losing intelligence. 

Black boys are exposed to 
many forms of de-education. For 
example, in 2014, former Ferguson 
police officer Darren Wilson 
fatally shot 18-year-old recent high 
school graduate Michael Brown. 
The media reiterated how America 
devalues Black boys by repeatedly 
airing Brown’s lifeless body lying 
in the street for approximately four 
hours. 

Black boys nationwide are de-
educated and re-educated to believe 
their lives are meaningless. That’s 
why California’s Association of 
Black Educators refuses to ignore 
the inequity of educating Black 
boys. In July at the 2nd Annual 

CABSE Institute, educators from 
around the country gathered in 
Napa, California, to address the de-
education of Black boys. During the 
conference, they discussed policy 
and diverse forms of instruction 
that yield best practices. Ultimately, 
attendees declared a state of 
emergency on the de-education of 
Black boys. 

“We chose to focus on Black 
boys because much of the 
qualitative, as well as quantitative 
analysis reveals Black boys are 
chronically failing,” Micah Ali, 
Compton Unified School District 
President, says. 

The Effects of De-Education 

Malcolm X once said that 
“When you get a poor education, 
you can only work in a poor-
paying job. And that poor-paying 
job enables you to live again in a 
poor neighborhood. So, it’s a very 
vicious cycle.” 

Given the weight of anti-Black 
racism, those graduates end up 
whitening their resumes and doing 
whatever else they need to do 
to be hired. But in the end, only 
19% of Black boys end up in the 
top income distribution as adults 
compared to 40% of white boys. 
And,given the school-to-prison 
pipeline, low-income Black men are 
incarcerated at five times the rate as 
their white counterparts. 

Criminalizing Black Boys 

Criminalizing Black boys is 
one form of psychologically and 
physically de-educating them. 

“I am society’s child. This is how 
they made me and now I am sayin’ 
what’s on my mind and they don’t 
want that. This is what you made 
me, America,” Tupac Shakur said. 

It’s well-known that America’s 
education system condemns Black 

boys rather than uplifting them. 
Schools criminalize Black students 
with harsh disciplinary actions. 
Black students receive two times 
more law enforcement referrals 
than their white peers for similar 
infractions. 

The digital age has enabled 
schools to adapt de-educational 
policing strategies. Center for 
Democracy and Technology 
survey conducted surveys 2020 – 
2022 and concluded that student 
surveillance tools harm Black 
students. Students reported that they 
or a peer got into trouble because of 
activity monitoring, which reveals 
significant racial discrepancies. 

What does this look like? For 
example, Baltimore City Public 
Schools uses GoGuardian to 
monitor student activity on nights 
and weekends. Schools work with 
police to monitor when GoGuardian 
flags a student’s activities. 

Combating Black Male De-
Education 

Society tells Black males the 
ticket out of poverty is to become a 
professional athlete or music artist. 
America constantly tells Black boys 
they are worthless through movies 
and music and that they are violent 
and disposable. This pattern is not 
new. Since the arrival of enslaved 
Africans on these shores, white 
supremacy has forced deficit-
framed labels on Black males. 

“We have to stop blaming 
people for their circumstances,” 
D’artagnan Scorza, executive 
director of racial equity for Los 
Angeles County told 2Urban Girls 
in a recent interview. 

Scorza not only provides 
critical analysis, but he also offers 
a solution. His Social Justice 
Learning Institute (SJLI), based 
in Inglewood, California, is a 

summer training program that 
teaches education stakeholders 
methods to achieve social equity 
using education in their schools and 
community. SJLI hosts educators 
for training workshops discussing 
culturally relevant curriculums and 
academic support through a social 
justice lens. 

The Maryland State Board of 
Education has also thought of a 
solution. It created a Task Force on 
Achieving Academic Equity and 
Excellence for Black Boys, a pilot 
program that recommends schools 
create a Black male mentoring 
program. 

In Detroit, The Hidden Genius 
Project has created a project 
that targets Black male youth 
entering the 9th through the 11th 
grade. The project focuses on 
training them through mentorship, 
technology leadership and career 
development to change their lives 
and community. 

CABSE’s Black educators’ 
declaration of a state of emergency 
confirms that it is not only up to 
America but the Black community 
to change things. 

“We will look at the long-term 
perspective, the long term goal, 
and ensure the various models 
of implementing an innovative 
educational solution that will 
continue to produce results far 
beyond what our eyes can see,” Ali 
says. 

The change must begin within 
the Black community to reverse the 
effects of the de-education of Black 
boys. 
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The change 
must begin 
within 
the Black 
community 
to reverse 
the effects 
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education 
of Black 
boys. 

Countering 
the De-

Education 
of Black 

Boys 
by Rashaad Thomas

Word In Black

RASHAAD THOMAS is an education reporter 
for Word In Black, United States Air 
Force Veteran, freelance writer and 
poet who lives in south Phoenix. He 
was named Best Poet by Phoenix New 
Times in 2019.
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‘A remarkable 
capacity to 

relate to people’ PHOTO FACEBOOK

planning, plus a reputation 
for getting things done 
made Mr. Midget invaluable 
to generations of Tulsa 
politicians and city leaders. 

‘Part of something bigger’ 

“Dwain was always a 
partner with me,” said former 
Mayor Susan M. Savage, who 
served from 1994 to 2002. 
“And an advocate for the city, 
not just for an administration 
but for the city. If Dwain 
disagreed, he made it known. 
He was strong, an advocate 
and could fi ght for a position 
he felt was needed, but he 
wasn’t disagreeable. He 
wasn’t someone who made 
it personal. He was part of 
something bigger.” 

After graduating from 
Booker T. in 1972, Mr. 
Midget worked summer jobs 
in 1972 and 1973 as a refuse 
collector for the city. Eleven 
years later, he joined the city 
of Tulsa full time working in 
City Development, Human 
Rights, Planning and Working 
In Neighborhoods. He 
served during eight mayoral 
administrations: Young, Dick 
Crawford, Rodger Randle, 
Savage, Bill LaFortune, 
Kathy Taylor, Dewey Bartlett 
Jr. and G.T. Bynum.  

With the Bynum 
administration, Mr. Midget 
was most recently director of 
the city of Tulsa’s Working In 
Neighborhoods Department 
since 2008. Under Bartlett, 
he also served as director of 
Community Development 
and Educational Initiatives.  

At a time, Mr. Midget 
also operated a consulting 
business and his family’s 
glass manufacturing fi rm. 

“Midget was known as 
a person who projected 
happiness,” said Randle, who 
served as mayor from 1988 
to 1992 and promoted Mr. 
Midget to be his assistant in 
1989. “When he would go 
into a room, it would make 
everybody in the room feel 
better. He just had this ability 
to see things on the sunny 
side.”  

Those who knew Mr. 
Midget said his sunny 
disposition was an attribute 
that sustained him in mayoral 
administrations that alternated 
between Democratic and 
Republican leaders. 

‘His impact was citywide’ 

“One thing that always 
struck people about Dwain 
was that he was a man of 
enormous accomplishment, 
but he was also incredibly 
kind,” said Bynum. “He 
worked equally effectively 
with Democrats and 
Republicans. This work was 
never political to him – it was 
about service.  

“He loved North Tulsa and 
worked hard to fi nd common 
ground around challenging 
issues there. But his impact 
was citywide.”  

For Taylor, Mr. Midget 
was consistently engaged and 
focused that he balanced with 
understand the value of not 
taking his job – and life – too 
serious. 

“He helped us laugh during 
diffi cult times,” said Taylor, 
who served from 2006 to 
2009. “He even tried to teach 
me the electric slide at a city 
holiday party! Dwain’s smile 
was infectious. His work was 
impactful, and his friendship 
loyal. We will miss him, but 
always remember his positive 
impact on our city. Life well 
lived.” 

In his early career 
prior to his city roles, he 
worked at the Oklahoma 
State Legislature as a staff 
researcher with the Oklahoma 
Legislative Council. Among 
his accomplishments 
included helping to secure 
passage of state legislation 
declaring property used in the 
traffi cking of illegal drugs as 
a public nuisance.  

He also drafted and secured 
passage of legislation to 
address abandoned houses; to 
encourage the rehabilitation 
and mix use of older 
buildings in Tulsa’s urban 
areas; and worked to ensure 
funding of incentives for new 
commercial and residential 
development in North Tulsa.  

‘Wonderful ability to relate 
to people’ 

 The mayors he worked with 
collective acknowledged Mr. 
Midget’s broad network of 
connections and experiences 
were key in helping shape 
their public policy and 
community planning 
initiatives. His death, they 
said, is a huge loss. 

“Dwain had the remarkable 
capacity to relate to people, 
and that generated trust,” 
Randle said. “It created 
relationships and confi dence, 
and it was well-placed. If it 
involved people, Dwain could 
do it, because he had this 

wonderful ability to relate to 
people.”  

During his tenure in city 
government, Mr. Midget 
continued to fi ght against 
injustices and champion for 
empowerment. 

In 1988, Mr. Midget led an 
effort to oppose Tulsa Public 
Schools then-Superintendent 
Larry Zenke’s efforts to close 
two middle (Anderson and 
Bell) and four elementary 
(Bunche, Frost, Owens and 
Woods) schools in North 
Tulsa. He offered a proposal 
that called for closing only 
two of the schools.  

“The city and state 
have spent too much on 
development of north Tulsa 
to watch it decay because of 
schools closing,” Mr. Midget 
said at the time.  

In 1997, while working 
as an assistant to Savage, 
Mr. Midget told the Eagle 
how segregation in Tulsa 
remained an obstacle to help 
spur economic opportunities, 
especially in North Tulsa. 
He said one of his roles 
was to continue to develop 
“homegrown entrepreneurs” 
with ties to North Tulsa, 
though lamenting that it 
remained a slow process.   

In 1998, Mr. Midget 
enrolled at The University 
of Tulsa College of Law and 
earned his juris doctorate in 
2003. 

‘Incredibly connected’ 

Savage noted that Mr. 
Midget’s infl uence was much 
larger than a signature project 
or group of projects. She said 
one or two accomplishments 
cannot defi ne a long career.  

Mr. Midget’s exemplary 
public service was seen 
in the pattern of his work, 
in the themes of balanced 
community development and 
social justice. Through his 
position and his commitment, 
she said he used his voice 
to guide major decisions of 
public policy and planning 
for decades, while ensuring 
that neighborhood voices, 
especially those in North 
Tulsa, were heard and 
acknowledged.  

When he served as Savage’s 
mayoral representative on the 
Tulsa Metropolitan Board 
of Adjustment and Planning 
Commission, she said she 
witnessed Mr. Midget’s 
fi nesse as he worked with 
all sides to strike a balance 
between pro-growth versus 
pro-development policies and 
recognizing the impact and 

value those policies would 
have on neighborhoods. 

“He could easily be 
underestimated, and I kind of 
chuckle about that,” Savage 
said. “He was one of the most 
incredibly connected human 
beings I’ve ever known. He 
used those relationships to 
improve peoples’ lives. He 
was all the things you want in 
a public servant.”  

Randle agreed that Mr. 
Midget held all the keys to 
trust and empathy that led 
him to understand other 
viewpoints, other sides of an 
issue or of a question.  

But it was in his early 
days with the Young 
administration, that the mayor 
saw how Mr. Midget wasted 
no time leaning city politics 
to get this accomplished. 

“There was no question in 
my mind, and for the duration 
of my term; he worked at 
light speed on our initiatives 
for North Tulsa,” Young said. 
“He was a talented, energetic 
man who served admirably 
across political boundaries.” 

Each mayor said they 
saw the genius in Mr. 
Midget’s methods to connect 
communities with City Hall, 
an institution that needs a 
diverse group of leaders to 
bring in all perspectives, 
ensuring that the African 
American voices, and all 
underserved areas, were 
represented through his role 
as an intermediary between 
government and its citizens, 
Randle said. 

“The theme that runs 
through all of it is facilitating 
a connection between 
the citizens and their 
government,” he said.  

Taylor echoed that 
Midget’s impact will be 
felt for generations and his 
passion for helping Tulsans 
work together helped shape 
this city. 

Bartlett called Mr. Midget 
“a pulse of the African 
American community in 
Tulsa.” Savage credited his 
varied education, including 
three years spent in Africa, 
as contributors to his intuitive 
knack for community 
planning. 

“He had the respect of 
everyone he came into 
contact with,” said Bartlett, 
who served from 2009 to 
2016. “Midget knew when to 
take action and knew whom 
to contact for information. 
He had the ability to show 
there are ways to take care 
of things. He was a great 

example.” 

‘Midget Boulevard’ 

Mr. Midget’s breadth of 
knowledge, his intelligence 
and experience as a lifelong 
Tulsa resident helped 
infl uence decisions that 
considered marginalized 
communities, enabling 
representation to a much 
greater level than in the city’s 
history, Savage said. 

“I could put him in so many 
different roles,” she said. “He 
was a very strong advocate in 
our capital planning process 
to ensure there was a balance 
that the kind of infrastructure 
occurring in other parts of 
city was also going to occur 
in North Tulsa and beyond 
North Tulsa in areas that 
were not as likely to develop 
business interest.” 

As with the Peoria 
Corridor (from North Pine 
Street to 46th Street North), 
which is affectionately what 
Savage’s staff called “Midget 
Boulevard,” Mr. Midget’s 
arguments compelled elected 
offi cials to invest in order to 
attract business growth where 
there was none.  

“If you look at that corridor 
now, all four intersections 
are busy,” Savage said. 
“He pulled good planning 
together with good public 
policy. Dwain was always 
a partner with me and an 
advocate for the city, not just 
for an administration, but for 
the city. He is the epitome of 
one of those individuals who 
contributes so much and at 
those times it’s so subtle that 
maybe you don’t recognize 
it.” 

Mr. Midget worked with 
Savage the longest of all 
mayors, with a total of 14 
years of service together. 
They completely revamped 
the neighborhood planning 
processes with a focus on 
code compliance.  

With Mr. Midget’s 
direction, Savage and her 
administration canvassed 
neighborhoods to learn about 
resident concerns. They 
began addressing problems 
with absentee landlords and 
explored how to mandate 
stronger compliance with the 
city’s neighborhood codes, 
to strengthen neighborhoods, 
increase safety and revitalize 
properties.  

Mr. Midget was a part of 
every one of those discussions 
and strategies, Savage 
said. As his roles evolved 
through the next mayors, Mr. 

LEFT TO RIGHT Dwain “Flip” Midget, Bobby Eaton, 
Charlie Wilson and James R. Jones
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Bobby Eaton, Frances Jordan and Dwain “Flip”Midget
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Tulsa Mayor (2016-present)

“One thing that always 
struck people about Dwain 
was that he was a man of 
enormous accomplishment, 
but he was also incredibly 
kind. He worked equally 
effectively with Democrats 
and Republicans. This work 
was never political to him – 
it was about service.”

DEWEY BARTLETT JR.
Tulsa Mayor (2009-2016)

“He had the respect of 
everyone he came into 
contact with. He had the 
ability to show there are 
ways to take care of things. 
He was a great example.”

KATHY TAYLOR  
Tulsa Mayor (2006-2009)

“Dwain’s smile was 
infectious. His work was 
impactful, and his friendship 
loyal.” 

SUSAN M. SAVAGE
Tulsa Mayor (1992-2002)

“He could easily be 
underestimated, and I 
kind of chuckle about that. 
He was one of the most 
incredibly connected human 
beings I’ve ever known. He 
used those relationships to 
improve peoples’ lives. He 
was all the things you want 
in a public servant.” 

RODGER RANDLE  
Tulsa Mayor (1988-1992)

“Dwain had the remarkable 
capacity to relate to people, 
and that generated trust. It 
created relationships and 
confi dence, and it was well-
placed.”

TERRY YOUNG  
Tulsa Mayor (1984-1986)

“There was no question 
in my mind, and for the 
duration of my term; he 
worked at light speed on 
our initiatives for North 
Tulsa.” 

EMILY WARNER  
City Development Director

“He knew the personalities. 
He knew the politics 
because he had lived in the 
community for so long, and 
he brought a comprehensive 
knowledge to the community. 
No one else could have done 
it better.”  

A Man Well-
Remembered
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Washington Carver Middle 
School.  

Kamas recognized that 

given the history of the land, 
it would not be appropriate 
to just go and develop right 
away. Instead, the Master 
Plan has been working to 
get the community’s input 
about what they want to see 
the land be used for, and 
reflect that in the plans for the 
redevelopment, which will be 
finalized in June 2022.  

In the 1980s, the University 
Center at Tulsa was created, 
and was supposed to occupy 
200 acres of land; but 56 
acres essentially sat vacant 
for years without being 
developed and utilized, 
according to Kamas. The 
Tulsa Development Authority 
sued and won ownership of 
the land back in 2018. But 
before that, the land was part 
of the historic Greenwood 
District and home to Black 

Wall Street, where the Tulsa 
Race Massacre occurred in 
1921. 

“Historically, the property 
was taken. It was damaged, 
stolen in various ways dating 
all the way back to the late 

1800s. And, of course, most 
notably the 1921 Tulsa Race 
Massacre,” said Demauri 
Myers, the Neighborhood 
Revitalization Manager 
for the Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity. 

“What we wanted to do is 
cement as much of the history 
of that area as best as we can 
and kind of pay homage to the 
people who were pioneers of 
the Greenwood area,” Myers 
said. 

The Tulsa Race Massacre 
began on May 31, 1921, when 
white mobs looted, burned 
and destroyed an area of 35 
city blocks in the prosperous 
Greenwood community. In 
the end, it was estimated that 
they killed more than 300 
Black people and destroyed 
more than 1,200 homes and 
businesses. 

After the massacre, it took 
Greenwood only three years 
to rebuild. By the 1940s, it 
was an economically vibrant 
community, according to 
Gary Lee, managing editor 
The Oklahoma Eagle, 
which has championed for 
redevelopment the historic 
district since the late 1960s. 
“The record will show that 
Greenwood was rebuilt very 
quickly and got on its legs in 
an almost miraculous way,” 
he said.  

But then it was ruined again 
by various projects in an 
attempt of urban renewal. But 
currently, there are several 
redevelopment projects going 
on in the Tulsa/Greenwood 
area. Charles Harper, KBOB 
89.9 radio host, emphasized 
how important it is for 
community members to get 
involved and share their 
input.  

“It’s like our most 
important time in history 
right now. We’ve got to get 
this. There’s not going to be 
any more options if we miss 
this window,” he said.  

Kamas recognizes that the 
development of this land is 
very personal. The project 
leaders have made it a top 
priority to get feedback from 
members of the community 
over the course of the 
planning process. 

They have hosted 
interactive design workshops, 
such as one that was held on 

April 9.  They also targeted 
specific groups, like young 
entrepreneurs and K-12 
students, to get their input on 
the project.  

To ensure that there was a 
low barrier to learning about 
the Master Plan, they hosted 
a series of pop-up events at 
community spaces, where 
they knew people would be.  

“We’ve spent the past…
nine months of this project 
out in the community, trying 
to get feedback about ‘what 
do you want to see here? 
What is your vision, what 
does the future of Greenwood 
look like?’” said Kamas. 

She stressed that it was 
important to keep track 
of whose voices were 
being heard, and whose 
were missing from the 
conversation.  

“The goal of the 
redevelopment of all the 
land is really to develop it 
and activate the property at 
its highest and best use,” 
said Myers. “We’re doing 
our best to facilitate as 
much residential stakeholder 
community engagement to 
see what the community 
really likes, what they want, 
and just what’s possible.” 

One of the unique aspects 
of the project, according to 
Kamas, is the intent to develop 
long-term governance and 
ownership of the sites. The 
land has been passed from 
hand-to-hand for decades, 
though it used to be a vibrant 
neighborhood.  

This project aims to give 
back to the community, to see 
what they want to happen with 
the land that meant so much 
to them. So that they can 
return to the days of before, 

where there were activities 
for the neighborhood to get 
together, to help each other, 
and just hang out and have 
fun in a vibrant community 
that is owned by the people of 
the community. 

“The effort from the 
community is reclaiming our 
land in a way that we can 
refocus our heritage in the 
neighborhood,” said Lee. “It’s 
about taking back something 
that was taken away a century 
ago.”

A7

Midget took the helm of the 
Working in Neighborhoods 
Department, using all of his 
experience to catalyze crews 
and guide staff to be problem 
solvers for neighborhoods.  

“Dwain’s impact was 
huge,” she said. “He is that 
rare quality of human being 
that you always hope to have 
in your life, to know them 
personally because they make 
you better. He was beyond 
a colleague. He was an 
incredible friend.”   

A mentor and role model 

A common theme 
consistent from each mayor 
is Mr. Midget’s sage advice 
on all matters of politics and 
policies. New mayors asked 
former mayors for their 
suggestions on which city 
staffers to prioritize meeting, 
and Mr. Midget’s name 
was always top of mind as 
an invaluable resource and 
expert, and for his ability 
to bring people together to 
create and innovate for the 
satisfaction of all.  

In addition to Working with 
Neighborhoods, Mr. Midget 
championed the creation 
of the Greenwood Cultural 
Center, where he was the 
mayor’s representative on the 
board of directors, and he was 
instrumental in the John Hope 
Franklin Reconciliation Park 
and Center in the Historic 
Greenwood District, as well 
as scores of neighborhood 
revitalization projects,  

“When we wanted to 
inspire up and coming public 
servants at the City, we would 
find time for them to visit with 
Dwain,” Bynum said. “I will 
always remember him telling 
my brand-new staff in the 
Mayor’s Office that we should 
never give up trying to do the 
right thing in public service.”   

Mr. Midget is survived by 
his wife, LaTonya; daughters 
Jemia Midget, Cherrell Lewis 
Trotter and Ambrose Midget; 
sons Jerard Jeffries and Jairus 
Midget; stepson Garren 
Young; and stepdaughter 
Destini Young.  

Celebration Of Life 

WHEN: 11 a.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 13 

WHERE: Greenwood Cultural 
Center, 322 North Greenwood 
Ave. 

BURIAL: Green Acres 
Memorial Gardens, 
12410 North Yale Ave., 
Skiatook

Giving back to the 
community

Midget: 
A Tulsa 
Icon
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TOP  Kirkpatrick Heights/Greenwood Master Plan to redevelop 56 acres of public land in three different sections of the Historic Greenwood 
District, including 6.4 acres next to the Greenwood Cultural Center. GALLERY, LEFT TO RIGHT  Kian Kamas is the executive director of the Tulsa 
Authority for Economic Opportunity. Demauri Myers is the Neighborhood Revitalization Manager for the Tulsa Authority for Economic 
Opportunity. Charles Harper and Damali Wilson of World Won Development.

Historically, the property was taken. 
It was damaged, stolen in various 
ways dating all the way back to the 
late 1800s.
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We have collaboratively 
instructed participating 
journalism students through 
the process of publishing 
stories that focus on com-
munity groups and issues in 
Tulsa and Oklahoma. The 
class was led by Maryland 
associate professor and 
Washington Post staff writer 
DeNeen Brown, an Okla-
homa native, who teamed 
with Eagle editors M. David 
Goodwin and Gary Lee. 
To read other stories in the 
student project, visit http://
theoklahomaeagle.net/on-
the-ground-reporting/  

About this project
The Oklahoma Eagle, 
in partnership with the 
University of Maryland 
Philip Merrill College 
of Journalism and the 
School of Journalism & 
Mass Communication 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, and the 
“On the Ground Re-
porting” project.

KIRKPATRICK FROM PAGE A1
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gravitated from writing lyrics 
towards poetry by the time he 
attended Langston University, 
the only historically black 
college or university in 
Oklahoma. 

“The transition was pretty 
easy, I just really focused on 
poetry when I got to college,” 
Mshairi said. “I always liked 
words and realized and 
appreciated the power of 
words. So, to try to make a 
transition from writing raps 
to writing poetry… it’s really 
two sides of the same coin.” 

College had been where 
Mshairi got to further 
explore the art of poetry, but 
it was also where he had the 
opportunity to do so through 
the lens of history. 

“I started to turn my writing 
into poetry… and at the time, 
I wrote about the subjects of 
mainly history,” Mshairi said. 
“When it was time to present 
and do speeches, or present 
in front of the class, I chose 
to do it in lyric form. I chose 
to do it in poetry form. It was 
just more comfortable for me 
to do it that way, and I thought 
it was creative.” 

The first time Mshairi 
heard about the 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre in a formal, 
classroom setting was in 
college; the first time that he 
ever heard about the massacre 
was at home when his mother 
spoke with Eddie Faye Gates, 
the late educator-turned 
historian and author who 
sought to preserve the stories 
of massacre survivors both in 
video and audio recordings. 

“I heard about the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre over a 
conversation that my mother 
was having with Eddie Faye 
Gates,” Mshairi said. “I didn’t 
hear it in high school. I didn’t 
hear it in elementary. I heard 
it in college when I went to 
Langston University. That’s 
the first time I heard it in a 
school setting. Not to say that 
it wasn’t taught anywhere 
else… just not in my schools.” 

A community spirit, 
united cause 

Mshairi, thriving today 
as a poet, songwriter and 
entrepreneur, is heavily 
involved in Tulsa’s poetry 
and arts scene. As someone 
who is also a recipient of 
the Tulsa Artist Fellowship 
– which is an initiative that 
works to bring together Tulsa 
artists and facilitate cultural 
conversation – Mshairi has 
found a sense of community 
amongst the other fellows. 

“The fellowship gives me 
an opportunity to be around 
other great artists… It’s hard 
to say, ‘I want to be an artist 
for a living.’ And it’s hard 
for anyone outside of that 
to understand it,” he said. 
“Whereas, I can be around 
other artists, and they say, 
‘I get it.’ We inspire each 
other, encourage each other, 
motivate each other, push 
each other.” 

According to Mshairi, 
the music, arts and poetry 
community has grown over 
the years. He believes it to 
be because people from all 
walks of life have felt more 
welcomed and comfortable, 
but also because “people want 

to be heard,” especially with 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Writers tend to write from 
passion and from reality, and a 
lot of fodder, a lot of material 
came from the pandemic,” 
Mshairi said. “It forced us to 
be innovative and to create 
using media mediums, having 
Zoom concerts and online 
concerts.” 

Poetry and songwriting 
The community moved 

to an online setting and still 
managed to keep the energy 
alive. And while music and 
poetry are distinctly different 
art forms, Mshairi believes 
that the two intersect, more 
often than not, to create a 
holistic sense of community 
between local artists. 

“For me they’re the 
same,” he said. “I think the 
songwriter is… a poet. I 
think it’s well-known that it’s 
interlaced… The poet writes 
‘I love you’ in a way that the 
average person may not know 
how to express it. So, they get 
it in a greeting card. They get 
it in a song.” 

Simon: ‘Fire In Little 
Africa’ 

A twenty-year-old Simon 
sat in his apartment and 
watched YouTube videos of 
American Hip-Hop group 
G-Unit. In one of his videos, 
Jayceon “Game” Taylor – a 
member of G-Unit, at the time 
– announced that he would be 
starting up a new label: Black 
Wall Street Records. 

This was the first time 
Simon ever heard of the 
phrase “Black Wall Street.” 

“Game [was] one of my 
favorite rappers at this time… 
and he was screaming ‘Black 
Wall Street’ on all of these 
songs that I was listening to 
on YouTube,” Simon said. 
“On the related search bar on 
the right side… there was a 
Tulsa Race Massacre, Black 
Wall Street documentary. I 
watched the documentary, 
probably 30 minutes long, 
and that’s when I found out.” 

Though born and raised 
in Tulsa, Simon, 34, hadn’t 
learned of the city’s history 
before accidentally stumbling 
across the information on 
YouTube. This knowledge 
proved to be integral in 
his current work involving 
advocacy; from watching 
G-Unit and 50 Cent on 
YouTube in his apartment, 
Simon is now an executive 
producer and artist for Fire In 
Little Africa, a “multimedia 
album commemorating Black 
Wall Street” that released on 
May 28, 2021, just around the 
centennial of the 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre. 

“It’s more so shedding 
more light on the good parts 
of Greenwood and Black 
Wall Street and the history 
that we had, to emphasize 
who we were and what we’re 
trying to get back to being,” 
Simon said. “We made a 
collaborative effort with over 
100 artists… and narrowed 
it down to five weeks of 
recording the 21-track album 
that landed on Motown.” 

‘Dicky Ro’ 
According to Simon and 

based on his own experience 

in the Tulsa education system, 
the history is not widely 
taught in Tulsa area schools. 
For Simon, the discovery 
of Black Wall Street and the 
massacre has since largely 
impacted his work – as a 
current musician, Simon 
often refers to himself as 
“Dicky Ro,” short for Dick 
Rowland. 

“It’s more so of a 

reinvention of stirring the 
pot,” he said. “Just reviving 
the energy, reviving the 
spirit. Dick Rowland was the 
catalyst for the destruction. 
He was the kid they tried to 
hang… just an aspiring kid 
shining shoes. ‘Dicky Ro,’ 
shortening it and making 
it a nickname… I don’t 
take it lightly. It’s really a 
responsibility I take on to 

get the word out to as many 
people as I can.” 

The sense of community 
among Tulsan poets and 
musicians stands strong. As a 
result, the Hip Hop community 
has grown steadily over 
the past few years, Simon 
says, because it has been 
bolstered by the local history. 

“I have a relationship with 
the venue owners, the DJs, 

the sound guy, the people that 
made the flyer, the food trucks 
that are outside that [have] our 
names on the menu – naming 
their food after the artists,” 
Simon said. “It’s a full-
fledged community… These 
are the people that we work 
with outside of the show, the 
show is like the last part of it.”  
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He Turns 
Writing Into 
Poetry
TULSA MUSIC FROM PAGE A1
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Phetote Mshairi is an advocate for the power of Love, words, wisdom, and the evolution of the individual 
for the progression of the community. Poetry is his lifelong passion. Phetote is the owner of New 
reenwood, LLC; a fellow with Tulsa Artist Fellowship; and a Greenwood Art Project (GAP)

We have collaboratively instructed participating journalism students through the process 
of publishing stories that focus on community groups and issues in Tulsa and Oklahoma. 
The class was led by Maryland associate professor and Washington Post staff writer DeNeen 

Brown, an Oklahoma native, who teamed with Eagle editors M. David Goodwin and Gary 
Lee. To read other stories in the student project, visit http://theoklahomaeagle.net/on-the-
ground-reporting/  

About this project
The Oklahoma Eagle, in partnership with the University of Maryland Philip Merrill 
College of Journalism and the School of Journalism & Mass Communication University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, and the “On the Ground Reporting” project.



survivors, said the order 
allows them to move forward 
in their fight. 

“The Massacre deprived 
Black Tulsans of our sense 
of security, hard-won 
economic power and vibrant 
community and created a 
nuisance that continues to 
this day,” Solomon-Simmons 
said. “The nuisance has led 
to the continued destruction 
of life and property in 
Greenwood in every 
quality-of-life metric—
life expectancy, health, 
unemployment, education 
level, and financial security.” 

The plaintiffs dismissed 
by Judge Wall in the lawsuit 
include six descendants of 
victims of the Race Massacre: 
Laurel Stradford, Ellouise 
Cochrane-Price, Tedra 
Williams, Don M. Adams, 
Don W. Adams, and Stephen 
Williams. In addition, 
Historic Vernon A.M.E. 
Church, Inc., and The Tulsa 
African Ancestral Society 
were also denied inclusion 
in the case. The eight parties 
had initially joined the three 
living survivors of the Race 
Massacre in filing the lawsuit 
in 2020.  

The plaintiffs charged 
that the seven defendants 
– the City of Tulsa, Tulsa 
Development Authority, 
Tulsa Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission, Board 
of County Commissioners for 
Tulsa County, Tulsa Regional 
Chamber, Vic Regalado in 
his role as Tulsa County 
Sheriff and the Oklahoma 
Military Department – were 
responsible for damages 
caused by the Race Massacre, 
the 18-hour brutal attack 
from May 31 to June 1, 1921, 
by a white mob against Black 
residents of the thriving 
Greenwood community. As 
many as 300 people were 
murdered and more than 
1,200 homes destroyed in the 
40-square-block area. The 
violence caused an estimated 
$200 million in damages in 
today’s dollars, according to 
Justice for Greenwood.  

Public Nuisance Charge 
Rejected   

In another blow to the 

valiant pursuit a cadre of 
Black Tulsans impacted by 
the Race Massacre’s legacy, 
Judge Wall rejected the 
claim of “ongoing” public 
nuisance, which sought 
abatement for events in the 
decades that followed the 
Race Massacre. The public 
nuisance argument was 
crafted by the defense team 
for the lawsuit as an attempt 
to maneuver beyond earlier 
rejections of claims made 
by descendants of the Race 
Massacre. 

In her brief, Wall suggested 
that Oklahoma state 
executives and lawmakers 
should decide grievances 
by descendants of the Race 
Massacre.  

“This court declines to 
engage in the management 
of public policy matters that 
should be dealt with by the 
legislative and executive 
branches,” she wrote. 

Apart from a public 
apology that Tulsa Mayor 
G.T Bynum made in 
May of 2021, Oklahoma 
authorities have pushed 
back aggressively over the 
years against assuming 
responsibility for the 
massacre and its aftermath.  

While Judge Wall’s 
extensive directive offers 
hope that survivors of the 
massacre could eventually 
obtain some form of legal 
remedy, it appears to follow 
a pattern of push back 
against the attempts that 
victims of the Race Massacre 
and their descendants have 
sought for over a century 
for acknowledgement and 
restitution for the destruction 
of the Greenwood. Simply 
stated, justice for Tulsa 
communities that continue 
to struggle to survive in 
the wake of more than one-
hundred years of economic 
and societal racism will not 
be achieved via Oklahoma’s 
courts.   

But the lawyers for the 
survivors and descendants 
said Judge Wall’s order 
is a step in a long process 
bending towards justice. 

“For the first time in over 
100 years, the last three 
living survivors of the Tulsa 
Race Massacre will finally 
have an opportunity to hold 
accountable the institutions 

that instigated and facilitated 
one of the worst acts of 
domestic terrorism in this 
country’s history,” said 
Michael Swartz, co-head 
of Schulte Roth & Zabel’s 
litigation group.  

“While we are excited 
about the Court’s historic 
ruling, this case is by no 
means over. We believe that 
discovery will unearth more 
facts of what truly happened 
at the Massacre; the plaintiffs 
and the public deserve a 
deeper understanding of the 
events and their aftermath, 
and a more accurate historical 
record,” he said.  

The survivors and 
descendants have sought 
reparations through the 
courts before. In 2005, the 
U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to hear an appeal from race 
massacre victims.  The court 
rejected the case without 
comment, effectively 
affirming decisions by two 
lower federal courts that 
victims waited too long to 
file claims.  

Last year, the three 
survivors testified before 
the U.S. House Judiciary 
Subcommittee on the 
Constitution, Civil Rights, 
and Civil Liberties to plead 
their case.   

“I am 107 years old, and 
I have never ... seen justice. 
I pray that one day I will,” 
Fletcher testified at the 
May 19, 2021, hearing on 
“Continuing Injustice: The 
Centennial of the Tulsa-
Greenwood Race Massacre.”  

“I have been blessed with 
a long life and have seen the 
best and the worst of this 
country. I think about the 
terror inflicted upon Black 
people in this country every 
day.”  

New lawsuit first 
brought in 2020  

Judge Wall’s brief gave 
the reasoning behind an 
announcement she made on 
May 3 that the survivors’ 
lawsuit could go forward. At 
the time, the survivors, their 
legal team and supporters, 
and the greater Black Tulsa 
community celebrated the 
decision as a victory for all 
those seeking justice for the 
massacre.    

The plaintiffs initially 
brought the lawsuit in 2020. 
It is the latest in a decades 
long fight for just justice for 
issues caused by the Race 
Massacre that the survivors 
and descendants of victims 
of the Race Massacre have 
fought. It named the City 
of Tulsa and other parties 

as defendants, arguing that 
they were complicit in the 
massacre and should be held 
responsible. 

The suit demanded 
that the plaintiffs provide 
reparations, including 
unspecified punitive 
damages and the creation of 
a hospital in North Tulsa, 
in addition to mental health 
and education programs and 
a Tulsa Massacre Victims 
Compensation Fund.  

It identified seven entities 
or organizations that were 
directly involved in the 
massacre, including the 
city, county, state National 
Guard and Tulsa Chamber of 
Commerce.   

“The city police 
department and the county 
sheriff’s office deputized 
and armed white Tulsans to 
murder, loot, and burn the 
nearly 40 city blocks of the 
Greenwood District,” the 
suit said.   

“The State National Guard 
participated with this angry 
white mob in killing and 
looting and destroying the 
property of Black residents 
of Greenwood. The city, 
sheriff, chamber, and county 
targeted Black community 
leaders and victims of the 
massacre for prosecution as 
instigators of the massacre 
— despite knowing who 
were truly responsible.”  

The lawsuit accuses the 
Tulsa Chamber of joining 
with other officials after the 
massacre to impose martial 
law and round up survivors 
into “internment camps, 
only releasing them to 
work if sponsored by white 
employers.”  

The City of Tulsa and 
other defendants, who could 
eventually be ordered to 
pay millions in damages, 
has battled hard to have the 

case dismissed. With the 
public statement that Judge 
Wall made in May and 
the detailed brief that she 
issued last week she batted 
back calls to kill the case. 
Her decision represents a 
measured success for the 
Race Massacre survivors   

Judge Wall’s order said 
that the court found that 
the survivors established 
standing to sue. It noted 
that “a private person 
may maintain an action 
for a public nuisance if it 
is especially injurious to 
himself, but not otherwise.”  

“The court finds Plaintiffs 
Randle, Fletcher and Van 
Ellis Sr. meet this statutory 
criteria,” Wall wrote.  

Setbacks in the fight for 
justice   

At the same time, last 
week’s opinion constitutes 
several major setbacks for 
the Justice For Greenwood 
movement. The majority of 
plaintiffs were dismissed. 
The argument that the events 
subsequent to the Race 
Massacre constitutes an 
ongoing public nuisance was 
also rebuffed. And the Tulsa 
Development Authority and 
the Tulsa Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission were 
also rejected as defendants 
because they did not exist 
in 1921. Even in allowing 
the survivors’ lawsuit to 
go forward, Judge Wall 
established boundaries on 
the way they can frame their 
case.  

Damario Solomon-
Simmons and other members 
of the legal team representing 
the case used an Aug. 4, press 
conference to depicted Wall’s 
brief from the most positive 
perspective. “Bottom line 
is that survivors are in, we 

have the opportunity to 
prove the massacre itself ... 
constitutes a nuisance,” said 
Solomon-Simmons in the 
conference.   

He said that the Race 
Massacre deprived Black 
people in Tulsa of security, 
economic power and vibrant 
community.  

“We look forward to 
proving our case around 
the massacre’s ongoing 
catastrophic effects and 
demonstrating the actions 
that defendants must take 
to repair and rebuild the 
Greenwood community 
during our clients’ lifetimes,” 
Solomon-Simmons said.  

He added that he has 
spoken with those who were 
dismissed from the lawsuit.  

“They were saddened 
they were dismissed out, but 
they are still very excited, 
heartened by the fact that we 
are moving forward and that 
these survivors can represent 
the entire community of 
Greenwood,” Solomon-
Simmons said.  

Judge Wall’s order calls 
for attorneys on both sides 
to amend their positions 
on reparations. The court 
dismissed the plea for unjust 
enrichment that the plaintiffs 
made. But she gave the 
three remaining plaintiffs 
an opportunity to file an 
amended petition. The court 
also granted leave for the 
plaintiffs to amend their 
petition to attempt to replead 
an abatement remedy.  

Both sides have until Sept. 
2 to reframe their positions.  
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Survivors: The 
fight continues 

PHOTO CJ NEAL/FOR THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

Hughes Van Ellis Hughes, Lessie Benningfield Randle and Viola Ford Fletcher in the Historic Greenwood District on June 3, 2021.
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Civil rights attorney Damario Solomon-Simmons, with U.S. Rep. Sheila 
Jackson Lee (left) speaks to the media at the Tulsa County Courthouse, 
Monday, May 2, 2022. 
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Greenwood 
Rising Celebrates 

Anniversary

Life In The Greenwood District Exhibition at Greenwood Rising

PHOTO BASIL CHILDERS, THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

by Gary Lee

The Greenwood Rising Black Wall Street History Center will be 
closed during the month of August for renovations.  It will reopen 
the first week of September. The closure is mainly to update the 
software and some exhibitions, a spokesman said.   
The center celebrated its one-year anniversary on Aug. 4. 
 To commemorate the occasion the Greenwood Rising created a 
series of video tributes to the work it has done over the past year. 
The videos, posted on the social media site Facebook feature local 
historian and attorney Hannibal Johnson, who is the center’s chief 
curator, and L’Rai Arthur-Mensah, senior project director of the 
exhibit design firm Local Projects among others.  
Phil Armstrong, Greenwood Rising’s interim executive director, 
also commented on the center’s first anniversary. “The Greenwood 

Spirit is not about reflecting upon Greenwood as a graveyard,” Armstrong said. “It’s a garden — 
alive and well, planting seeds. Instead of focusing on the devastation, Greenwood Rising is about 
where we go from here.”  
The museum features the icons of Black Wall Street and memorializes the victims of the violence. 
Exhibits highlight Black people living free, full lives in Tulsa from 1865 to the 1940s and 1950s, 
like TC’s Barbershop, an homage to TC Morris’ Barbershop that was a thriving Greenwood business 
in the 1940s. The barbershop transports visitors to the era with period-style barber chairs and 
holographic projections of barbers in the mirrors speaking to the “clients” in their chairs, while 
having enlightening discussions about the history and spirit of Greenwood.  
Since opening in August 2021, attendance has averaged 4,500 monthly guests, according to 
Armstrong.    
During the past year, people from different corners of the globe have toured the Greenwood Rising. 
They have included famed Bishop T.D. Jakes, and celebrities Robert DeNiro, Leonardo DiCaprio.  
For more information on Greenwood Rising, at 23 N. Greenwood Ave., visit www.greenwoodrising.
org or call (539) 867-3173.  

FC Tulsa to Host 
Greenwood 

Night  
by Gary Lee

In collaboration with Greenwood Ave., FC Tulsa will 
host Greenwood Night at ONEOK Field on Aug. 20, with 
the game against Indy Eleven. 

 The ONEOK gate located off North Greenwood Ave-
nue will host a tent for brand new FC Tulsa x Greenwood 
Ave. merchandise, special giveaways and more. There 
will also be a pre-match concert starting at 6 p.m. right in 
the heart of the Historic Greenwood District.  

Not to be outdone, the popular Greenwood business, 
Silhouette Sneakers & Art is offering a custom Nike 
“T-Town Clowns” away jerseys. The jerseys, created in 
partnership with the Philbrook Museum of Art, is avail-
able in store and online.  

The black and cream jerseys are a celebration of the 
T-Town Clowns, a Negro League semi-pro baseball team 
that played in Tulsa from 1946 to 1965. The number “06” 
represents the year 1906, when the Historic Greenwood 
District was formed after one of Tulsa’s earliest pioneers, 
O.W. Gurley, moved to Oklahoma from Arkansas during 
the 1889 Land Rush.  

Silhouette Sneakers & Art is at 10 N. Greenwood Ave. 
C and faces Archer Street. For health and safety precau-
tions, wearing a mask is required. For more information, 
visit www.silhouettetulsa.com or call (918) 732-9166. 

T-Town Clowns jerseys by Silhouette Sneakers 
& Art

PHOTO INSTAGRAM

Devin Williams, owner of 
two popular businesses in the 
Historic Greenwood District, said 
he plans to sue the Greenwood 
Chamber of Commerce for 
“terrible” business practices 
that forced him to temporarily 
shut down DW Speakeasy, his 
popular Black Wall Street club.  

Williams charged the 
Greenwood Chamber with renting 
him a property with faulty HVAC 
systems, substandard toilet 
facilities and other “unethical 
and potentially illegal structural 
and maintenance issues.”  

Williams closed DW Speakeasy 
in late July due to issues with 
the building, which is owned 
by the Greenwood Chamber.  

“In any other place, the 
property should be condemned,” 
Williams said in an interview 
with The Oklahoma Eagle.   

Williams explained that he 
has been required to make 
payments to the Greenwood 
Chamber, even though he was 
not given proper maintenance 
and upkeep over the last year.   

After agreeing to rent the space 
from the Greenwood Chamber 
for DW Speakeasy, Williams said 
he invested tens of thousands of 
dollars just to bring it up to code.  

“I will be seeking damages,” 
he told the Eagle, though he 
added that he is giving the 
Greenwood Chamber “one last 
chance to correct the problems.”  

Culver Freeman III, president 
and CEO of the Greenwood 
Chamber, dismissed Williams’ 
issues as the fault of his 
own poor management and 
amateur business acumen.  

Freeman told the Eagle 
that Williams “opened with 
a bad business plan and poor 
management experience.”  

The space where Speakeasy 
is located was constructed to 
offer ventilations for an office 
but not for a bar with 60 plus 
patrons, Freeman explained.  

In his plan to convert the 
space to a bar, Williams “didn’t 
listen to his own architect and 
engineer,” Freeman said. “So, 
he’s run into trouble, and he’s 
looking for someone to blame. 
How can the Chamber be liable?”

DW Speakeasy Vs. 
The Greenwood 

Chamber of 
Commerce 

by Gary Lee

Devin Williams. DW Speakeasy owner.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DW SPEAKEASY.COM

The Oklahoma Eagle publishes news items, community events and other notices in Talk of Greenwood. We 
also prints community-submitted photos on this page, so community-focused photos area also welcomed. 
Submit your news or photographs for Talk of Greenwood by sending the information to news@theoklaho-
maeagle.net. 
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The fallout from a state 
law created to police 

bathroom use is still unclear 
in the eyes of students, 

teachers, administrators 
and mental health experts 
weeks before school starts, 

leaving them with little time 
to prepare. 

   

One transgender high 
school senior said when 
he was a freshman, he was 
followed into the bathroom 
and harassed by a classmate. 
He hopes a recently passed 
law won’t create a hostile 
school environment for 
students like him.  

A superintendent said 
she’s worked hard to create 
an inclusive environment for 
students in her school district, 
and she hopes the law won’t 
compromise that. 

A high school teacher 
who’s established himself as 
an ally for LGBTQ+ students 
said he’ll refuse to comply 
with the law if he’s required 
to monitor bathroom use by 
his administrators.  

Administrators and 
teachers are still waiting 
for guidance on how best 
to comply with a new state 
law requiring trans students 
to use bathrooms that align 
with their sex assigned at 
birth, which relates to their 
reproductive organs and 
chromosomes at birth.   

While the process for 
ensuring students obey 
the law remains in flux, 
the penalties for failing to 
comply are clear. 

Schools found to be 
noncompliant by the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Education risk losing 5% 
of school funding for the 
next fiscal year. Parents also 
have a cause of action for a 
lawsuit against the district or 
charter school if it’s found 
to be noncompliant by the 
Department of Education.  

Origins of the law 

More than 200 anti-
LGBTQ+ laws have been 
introduced in almost 40 
states this year. In Oklahoma, 
the passage of Senate Bill 
615 came after Gov. Kevin 
Stitt signed a bill barring 
trans girls and women from 
playing on female sports 
teams and one banning 
nonbinary gender markers 
on birth certificates. Rep. 
Kevin West, R-Moore, one 
of SB 615’s sponsors, said 
he wanted to respond to 
Stillwater Public Schools’ 
bathroom policy through 
legislation.  

Stillwater introduced a 
policy in 2015 allowing 
students to use the bathroom 
based on their gender 
identity, which refers to inner 
feelings of whether a person 
is male, female, neither, or a 
gender mix.  

Trans students’ gender 
identities don’t line up 
with their sex assigned at 
birth, meaning they identify 
themselves and often dress 
like another gender typically 
does.  

In April, Oklahoma 
Attorney General John 
O’Connor and Secretary 
of Education Ryan 
Walters wrote letters to the 
Stillwater school district 
calling for changes to their 
bathroom policy based on 
administrators’ “incorrect 
interpretation of Title IX.” 
That same month, the 
Stillwater School Board 
voted unanimously to ask 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Education and the Oklahoma 
State Board of Education to 
give school districts rules for 
trans students’ bathroom use.  

West said he doesn’t 
anticipate many school 

districts stationing a teacher 
outside of the bathroom to 
monitor who enters. Instead, 
he said, most will probably 
allow students to report 
classmates who they believe 
aren’t in the bathroom that 
aligns with their sex. Once 
a teacher is alerted, they will 
confirm the student’s sex 
with the principal and decide 
whether they broke the law.  

Additionally, he said, 
regardless of whether a 
school district decides to 
implement hall monitors, 
teachers will be able to 
monitor which students go to 
what bathroom, to an extent.  

“The point is not to ever 
make a huge big scene 
in between classes when 
everybody’s in the hallway 
and embarrass a whole bunch 
of people because it truly is 
about just the dignity and the 
privacy of every student,” 
West said.  

State Sen. David Bullard, 
R-Durant, represents 
District 6, which includes 
Durant, Hugo and Atoka, 
and worked as a teacher in 
Denison, Texas and Durant. 
A cosponsor of the bill, 
he said his motivation for 
contributing was a desire to 
protect students’ privacy. He 
also cited American Family 
Association coverage, saying 
some states had reports of 
predatory behavior after 
instituting trans-inclusive 
bathroom policies.  

“There’s quite a bit of 
evidence of that around the 
nation where you have people 
who are taking advantage 
of that policy and gone in 
and attacked, raped, taken 
pictures of, taken advantage 
of people in those dressing 
rooms or bathrooms,” 
Bullard said.  

Oklahoma Watch was 
unable to find any reports 
of widespread predatory 
behavior in gender-affirming 
school bathrooms, although 
the American Family 
Association did reference 
a 2021 Virginia incident in 
an essay supporting a 
proposed Alabama law. 
Neither Bullard nor 
the American Family 
Association, a Mississippi-
based conservative Christian 
activism organization, 

responded to multiple 
requests to clarify or 
substantiate Bullard’s 
allegation. 

Before the law was signed 
by Stitt, Oklahoma House 
Minority Leader Emily 
Virgin, D-Norman, asked 
West if sponsors of the 
bill had been motivated by 
any sexual assault or other 
safety concerns in Oklahoma 
schools. West said he wasn’t 
aware of any.  

A study from the Williams 
Institute at the UCLA 
School of Law published in 
2018 compared findings in 
Massachusetts towns with 
and without gender-affirming 
policies. The authors found 
that the passage of gender-
identity inclusive laws had 
no relation to the number 
or frequency of criminal 
incidents in public restrooms 
and locker rooms.  

West said he spoke with 
O’Connor, who said he 
believed the best way to 
address the district’s policy 
would be through legislation. 
But Rep. John Waldron, 
D-Tulsa, a former Booker 
T. Washington High School 
teacher, said he’s seen this 
law proposed in various 
forms, but questioned the 
need for a broad, restrictive 
law.  

“These matters are best 
handled by communities and 
we’re not giving them a lot of 
options when we say it has to 
be this way,” Waldron said. 

Mental health effects for 
students  

The ability to use the 
bathroom that aligns with a 
student’s gender can reduce 
mental health harm, according 
to a 2022 report from the 
Trevor Project. That year, 
21% of trans and nonbinary 
youth who attempted suicide 
went to gender non-affirming 
schools, and 18% went to 
gender-affirming schools.  

Cynthia Mooney, the 
children’s behavioral health 
community coordinator at the 
Mental Health Association 
Oklahoma, said schools are 
already plagued with bullying 
and this law could increase 
that risk for trans students, 
who can be especially 
vulnerable.  

Rosa Summers, Mental 
Health Association 
Oklahoma’s youth mental 
health coordinator, said 
the law is isolating and 
stigmatizing for trans 
students and could lead to 
increased suicidal ideation 
and suicide attempts.  

According to the Trevor 
Project report, 29% of 
LGBTQ+ youth who 
attempted suicide in the past 
year have been threatened or 
physically harmed because 
of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Mooney said the policy 
could also harm relationships 
between LGBTQ+ students 
and teachers who have 
established themselves as 
allies.  

“What really concerns 
me is how, because this is 
tied to funding, that even 
those adults that want to be 
supportive, want to be a safe 
place, are going to have to 
follow some code or they 
risk losing funding,” Mooney 
said.  

Logan Foster is a 
transmasculine high school 
student at Dimensions 
Academy, an alternative 
school in Norman. He said 
the student population is 
small and he’s found the staff 
to be affirming, so he doesn’t 
expect the law to affect his 
school as much as others.  

Foster previously attended 
both Norman High School 
and Norman North High 
School and he said he can 
imagine how a bathroom bill 
could affect larger schools, 
where teachers aren’t as 
familiar with all students.  

He’s also part of 
the Norman Youth Safe 
Haven, which offers 
a discussion space for 
youth who are or might be 
LGBTQ+. The group has put 
him in contact with younger 
trans students who are in the 
early stages of coming out, 
and who he said might feel 
the effects of the bill more 
closely.  

“I know how middle school 
and young high school kids 
can be,” Foster said. “I’m 
afraid with this bill being 
passed that there are going to 
be transphobic kids who will 
potentially do a lot of harm, 

physical harm, to these trans 
youth.”  

Unclear requirements for 
schools  

Oklahoma State 
Department of Education 
spokesperson Rob Crissinger 
wrote in an email that their 
staff is reviewing SB 615, 
and they’re aiming to have 
recommendations for school 
district guidelines ready for 
approval by early to mid-
August, when most schools 
start.  

As they wait for that 
guidance, administrators 
are considering options for 
implementation, though they 
don’t know exactly what will 
be allowed.  Superintendents 
at Wynnewood and Newcastle 
Public Schools and a 
spokesperson from Stillwater 
Public Schools said they 
plan to use existing men’s 
and women’s bathrooms, as 
well as single-occupancy 
bathrooms for students who 
feel uncomfortable using 
either.  

All three school districts 
said they’ll allow students 
to report classmates they 
believe to be breaking the law 
to their teachers. Barry Fuxa, 
the Stillwater spokesperson, 
wrote that his district also 
recently hired hall monitors 
for the junior high and middle 
schools. While making sure 
students are obeying the 
bathroom law isn’t their main 
focus, it will be one of their 
responsibilities.  

In 2022, 5% of Stillwater’s 
state funding was $694,807.  

Administrators are being 
placed in a complicated 
position between state and 
federal statutes as they 
consider how to implement 
the law.  

In July, a federal judge 
in Tennessee granted an 
injunction blocking the 
Biden administration’s 
interpretation of Title IX, 
which protects students 
against gender identity 
discrimination. Attorneys 
general from 20 states, 
including Oklahoma, argued 
that the current Title IX 
interpretation keeps them 
from enforcing laws banning 
trans students from playing 
on sports teams and using 

bathrooms that align with 
their gender.  

The federal Department of 
Education published its Title 
IX rule in June; the public 
comment period runs through 
September. The department 
will go through a separate 
rulemaking process regarding 
sports eligibility.  

On July 19, the Oklahoma 
State School Boards 
Association told its members 
that while federal law 
usually supersedes state 
law, the injunction means 
that Oklahoma schools must 
follow SB 615 for now.  

Other states have faced 
similar conflicts. In 2016, 
North Carolina passed the 
Public Facilities Privacy & 
Security Act, banning trans 
people from using bathrooms 
that aligned with their gender 
and barring local governments 
from implementing anti-
discrimination policies that 
weren’t included in state law.  

In April of that year, a 
federal court ruled in favor of 
trans students’ right to use the 
bathroom that aligned with 
their gender. That ruling both 
affirmed the Title IX guidance 
at the time, which protected 
students against gender 
identity discrimination, and 
meant North Carolina was 
in violation of federal law. 
The bill was likely to cost the 
state billions in both federal 
funding and lost business, 
and the next year, North 
Carolina lawmakers reached 
a deal to replace the law.  

Newcastle Public Schools 
Superintendent Melonie 
Hau said as her district isn’t 
shifting its bathroom policy 
and she doesn’t expect any 
Title IX violations. She said 
other districts could be at 
risk for civil rights lawsuits, 
though.  

Hau said she has concerns 
about the law contributing to 
a school culture that targets 
trans students. 

“My job is not to be 
political, but to try to serve 
students and lead the district 
so that we can serve students 
the best way possible,” Hau 
said. “And I would say that 
our focus always is going 
to be on what we need to 
do to help students feel 
welcome and to help students 
understand one another 
and build empathy for one 
another.”  

Putnam City North High 
School teacher and Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance 
faculty advisor Aaron Baker 
said he’s seen most of his 
trans students opt to use 
private bathrooms in his three 
years at the school. Still, 
he acknowledged that this 
method of bathroom use isn’t 
ideal for those students.  

Baker said if there aren’t 
legal repercussions for doing 
so, he plans to refuse to report 
students to administrators, 
even if classmates claim 
they’re breaking the law. 
While he said he’s unsure 
whether it will be possible, he 
hopes that teachers, parents 
and students at his school can 
come to an agreement that 
refusing to comply with the 
law is the right thing to do.  

“As a building and as a 
student organization, we’re 
seeing more success than 
ever before,” Baker said, 
citing a $10,000 grant from 
the It Gets Better Project that 
the school recently received 
to expand the reach of 
its Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance. “So we have big, 
big plans ahead regardless 
of what the legislature is 
planning on our behalf.” 

A12

Schools Wait to Learn How to Police Their Bathrooms

As a new school year nears, Oklahoma public schools leaders are uncertain about how to enforce a 
new law that requires students to use the bathroom that matches the gender on their birth certificate.
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Imagine the feeling of your 
stomach cramping in the morning, 
the low energy you’re left with to 
get schoolwork done and trying to 
provide for your family, deciding 
between keeping the lights on or 
having food on the table.   

That is the experience of millions 
of Americans.   

Hunger and food insecurity have 
become so common people are 
oblivious to what it’s like to not have 
food or not have access to nutritious 
foods. Families across the country 
are forced to rely on bodegas, 
corner stores, and school meals as 
their regular intake of sustenance. 
And those in the Black community, 
in certain states, are regularly 
experiencing food insecurity.   

Christa Barfi eld grew up in 
Germantown, Philadelphia, an 
area she has considered home and 
where she continues to raise her two 
children. But for decades, Barfi eld 
never realized she lived in a food 
desert, an area where residents have 
few or no convenient options to 
access affordable and healthy foods.   

“Growing up with that my entire 
life and realizing that I can’t even 
get a beet in my own neighborhood, 
it really hit me that we need to have 
better food — we should have more 
access to vegetables,” Barfi eld says.  

It’s unreasonable to think food 
insecurity and deserts have one 
underlying problem — but the 
Census Bureau recently started 
conducting a monthly survey on 
food scarcity in households for every 
state in the U.S. The most recent 
report documented from June 29 – 
July 11, details the states with the 
worst access to food and underlying 
contributors.   

One of the leading contributors 
in recent years is the COVID-19 
pandemic. Studies show Black folks 
experienced an increase in poverty 
rates, unemployment, and food 
insecurity. About 24% of people in 
the Black community experienced 
food insecurity in 2020, according 
to Feeding America, that is more 
than three times the rate for white 
households.   

But some are already working to 
increase food security in the Black 
community.   

Barfi eld worked as a full-time 
medical professional until January 
2018 when she quit her job on 
a limb and went to Martinique. 
This trip is what she credits as 
the genesis of her food journey. 
While abroad she unintentionally 
learned about community support 
agriculture — essentially creating a 
farm by and for the community.   

In 2019, Barfi eld founded Farmer 
Jawn Agriculture in Philadelphia 
where she focuses on the 
reintroduction of farming into the 
lives of urban people through equity 
and education.  

“If I can take care of myself and 
my family while also taking care of 
my community while also making 
sure there are healthy options here — 
it’s a win win,” she says.

Deliberately Setting the 
Community Back 

Bread for the World is one of many 
organizations working to end hunger 
and food insecurity in America. But 
Heather Taylor, managing director 
of the global Christian advocacy 
organization, says there are many 
contributing factors people need to 
pay attention to.   

The racial wealth gap well 
documented in the last few years 
shows the staggering gap between 
white, Black, Hispanic, and other 
racial groups — Black folks have 
the least generational wealth with a 
median wealth of $600.  

Taylor says voting rights, policies 
for fair housing, mass incarceration, 
and the war on drugs are just some 
of the disparities that impact Black 
households the most. Black folks 
did not recieve the same quality of 

public education, something Taylor 
says is long rooted in segregation and 
racism.  

All of these factors have set 
back the Black community from 
having the same access to food 
and generational wealth. Food 
deserts have also disproportionately 
been identifi ed in Black 
communities.    

“In this economy where we see 
infl ation skyrocketing, the cost of 
food, in particular, continues to go 
up,” Taylor says. “The food supply 
is being decreased because of the 
pandemic … because of the high cost 
of things.”

  
Farming connects Black folks to 
their food  

Barfi eld started her farm with 
no prior experience, she says she 
had never even grown a houseplant 
before embarking on this journey. 
Her goal with the farm, she says, is 
to connect people in her community 
to organic, fresh, and locally grown 
food.   

Growing up in a “concrete jungle” 
does not mean you have to rely on 
the corner stores that do not offer any 
nutritional options.  

Many people in the Black 
community are oblivious to their 
nutritional needs, Barfi eld says. If 
healthy food is out of sight and out of 
mind, nobody will think about it — a 
mindset she is working to change.   

But she says it’s important to be 
involved in what we are consuming 
because it affects not only our bodies 
but our children and our lineage. 
As a former medical professional, 
she is all too familiar with the use 
of medication as a means of healing 
but now she advocates using food to 
combat diseases.

Impacts of fi nancial, food 
insecurity  

During the pandemic, the 
government expanded the child 
tax credit to more than 30 million 
families, but Congress failed to 
renew the program for the 2022 tax 
year. The child tax credit offered 
hundreds of dollars in payments 
to families depending on different 
qualifying factors, studies show the 

program reduced child poverty and 
hunger.   

Taylor says this has resulted in an 
increase in hunger and poverty — 
her organization is working to make 
the credit permanent for families 
with a no income threshold.   

“If it’s made permanent, then 
poverty among Black children would 
be cut by 52%,” she says.   

One in six children in the U.S 
experience hunger, roughly 12 
million kids — many have often 
relied on public schools to get regular 
meals.   

Children who do not have access 
to regular meals, studies show, 
tend to perform poorly in school 
and suffer emotional, social, and 
cognitive setbacks in kindergarten 
and beyond.   

But it’s not just about having food.   
“We know that access to nutritious 

foods is essential,” Taylor says. “We 
are not only ensuring people have 
something to eat or just a plate on 
their table but were literally sewing 
into the lives and future of children 
… so that they have the ability 
to maximize their potential even 
throughout their adulthood.”  

A sentiment shared by Barfi eld. 
She says when she was working 
in the medical fi eld, she never 
qualifi ed for food stamps or SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program). Fridges full of food, 
something she saw others in the 
community who qualifi ed for food 
stamps have, wasn’t often a reality 
for her family.   

“I am a person who works over 40 

hours a week and I have to choose 
between things like paying my 
phone bill … and maybe we’ll have 
something light to eat to make sure 
we’re sustained, but not something 
super healthy,” Barfi eld says.   

Although corner stores and 
bodegas offer food options, many 
do not offer organic produce, 
vegetables, or fruits, a problem 
that has only exacerbated food 
deserts. These small food retailers 
have thrived due to lower overhead 
and more processed food which 
in turn maximizes profi ts. The 
community’s dependency on 
these stores increases the risk of 
developing health issues like heart 
disease, obesity, and diabetes.

Solutions — what can you do?  

Organizations like Bread for 
the World, Feeding America, and 
Jewish Family Service are working 
to provide nutritious foods for 
low-income and marginalized 
communities — but is it enough?  

“At the end of the day, the 
government has the capacity to 
address hunger at 10 times the 
rate of charities and congregations 
combined. If we are actively engaged 
in advocacy, it’s a game changer, we 
can impact millions,” Taylor says. 
“We can impact thousands of Black 
households.”   

In every city across the country 
there are empty lots that can 
easily be used for community 
gardens, Barfi eld says. Part of the 
environmental justice work she 
advocates for is to get government 
contracts from the city to start local 
farms right in the neighborhood.  

But Barfi eld knows she can’t do it 
alone.   

Part of her business model offers 
containers to grow your own food, 
with training on where and how to 
start. Rewriting the narrative of food 
insecurity in the Black community 
starts now Barfi eld says, with Black 
folks getting their hands in soil 
and training the next generation of 
children.  

“The amount of Black and brown 
children I’ve been able to connect 
with and put their hands in soil … 
brings me so much joy.”
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Rewriting Black America’s Narrative of Food Insecurity

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTA BARFIELD

RATES OF FOOD INSECURITY IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY CONTINUE TO SOAR BUT NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND BLACK FARMERS ARE WORKING TO END HOUSEHOLD HUNGER.

BY ANISSA DURHAM
WORD IN BLACK

“For Black Americans we are so disconnected and stigmatized by soil. We don’t even think 
about where our food comes from,” she says. “We’re so traumatized by soil because of our 
ancestry as it relates to farming.”



Everyone who moves through downtown Atlanta 
today passes places where innocent Black men 
and women were pulled from trolleys, shot in their 
workplaces, chased through the streets and beaten 
to death by a mob of 10,000 white men and boys. 

But few have been taught about the 1906 Atlanta Race 
Massacre, which shaped the city’s geography, economy, 
society and power structure in lasting ways. Much like the 
Red Summer of 1919 in the South and Northeast and the 
Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 in Oklahoma would years later, 
the white-on-Black violence in Atlanta shattered dreams 
of racial harmony and forced thousands from their homes. 

A grassroots coalition is working to restore Atlanta’s killings 
and their legacy to public memory. Historic markers and tours 
are planned for this September’s anniversary. A one-act play 
will be performed simultaneously at group dinners across the 
city. Organizers are seeking 500 hosts, with the ambitious 
goal of seating 5,000 people to discuss the lasting effects. 

These activists say the massacre doesn’t fit comfortably 
in Atlanta’s “cradle of the civil rights movement” narrative, 
but they insist on truth-telling as some politicians 
push to ignore the nation’s history of racial violence. 

Mislabeled a riot, the killings of at least 25 Black people 
and the destruction of Black-owned businesses had a specific 
purpose: thwarting their economic success and voting power 
before African-Americans could claim equal status, said King 
Williams, a journalist who gives tours describing what happened. 

“The mob began its work early in the evening, pulling 
negroes from street cars and beating them with clubs, bricks 
and stones,” The Associated Press reported on Sept. 24, 
1906, adding that “negroes were beaten, cut and stamped 
upon in an unreasoning, mad frenzy. If a negro ventured 
resistance or remonstrated, it meant practically sure death.” 

The violence began where Georgia State University’s 
campus is now. Enraged by unsupported headlines about 
attacks on white women and the evils of “race-mixing,” the 
mob set fire to saloons and pounced on Black men and women 
headed home from work, Williams explains on the tour. 

Their next target was the “Crystal Palace,” an opulent 
barbershop where Alonzo Herndon made his first fortune catering 
to white elites. Poorer white people couldn’t stomach such 
success by a Black man and shattered the place, Williams says. 

Bodies were stacked at the statue of newspaperman 
Henry Grady. Williams describes Grady as a post-Civil War 
“demagogue who championed Atlanta, but also championed 
a lot of the racial rhetoric that we still see echoing today.” 
His statue is four blocks from CNN Center, and for most 
people “it’s just a thing they walk by,” Williams said. 

Steps from there, some Black people either jumped or were 
thrown from the Forsyth Street bridge onto the railroad tracks 
below. Others reached shelter inside the gates of the Gammon 
Theological Seminary in Brownsville, a thriving African 
American neighborhood 3 miles (5 kilometers) to the south. 

That’s where the mob, now “deputized” as law enforcers, 
came searching for weapons on the third day, ransacking 
businesses and pulling women and children from their 
homes. One white officer was killed and some 250 Black 
people were arrested, including 60 who were convicted. 
Not one white person was held responsible for any of 
the deaths, community organizer Ann Hill Bond said. 

The cause was not in doubt. Atlanta Constitution editor Clark 
Howell and former Atlanta Journal publisher Hoke Smith had 
outdone each other vowing to disenfranchise Black voters while 
campaigning for governor. As Election Day approached, the papers 
printed baseless stories about attempted attacks on white women. 

A Fulton County grand jury cited “inflammatory 
headlines” for fomenting the violence, but when “Voice 
of the Negro” publisher J. Maxwell Barber tied those 
articles to the racist campaigns, he was run out of town. 

Once governor, Smith signed laws that kept most Black people 
from voting for another half-century. Thousands abandoned 
Atlanta, which became two-thirds white by 1910, the Census 
showed. City officials cited the need to avoid violence as they 
imposed segregation on neighborhoods, including “Sweet 
Auburn” Avenue, which became a model of African American 
economic self-sufficiency. Herndon gave up barbering to 
become one of the nation’s leading insurers for Black families. 

The “riot” label still stuck when the massacre was finally 
added to Georgia’s eighth-grade curriculum in 2007. 

“It is important for us to use correct language when we’re 
speaking of and remembering and honoring the lives that 
were lost. This was a massacre. People were killed,” said 
Bond, who leads a #changethename campaign. “And this 
is just the proper way to truth-tell in order to get to healing. 
If you don’t rip the Band-Aid off, you never get to healing.” 

The massacre remains “terrifying” to playwright Marlon 
Burnley, whose one-act play will be performed by the Out 
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image 
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by facts of 
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of Hand Theater company at September’s Equitable Dinners. 
“The biggest through-line for me is the presence of fake 

news and just made-up stories and fearmongering. And I 
feel like that’s just a constant in our history,” Burnley said. 

Williams gets a variety of reactions on his tours. For college 
students “it’s like discovering fire,” he says. Older Atlantans are 
surprised they never heard the details before. “People who have 
skin in the game in the city” — civic boosters and people who run 
non-profits or work in politics — often get squeamish, he says. 

“When you talk about the history of what happened in 1906, a 
lot of that overlaps today,” Williams says. “And a lot of people 
just don’t like that. It really just doesn’t shine on Atlanta when 
we try to present ourselves to be a respected city on a hill.” 

The violence doesn’t match the image many Black people have 
of Atlanta as a kind of Wakanda, the highly advanced mythical 
African nation of “Black Panther” fame, said Allison Bantimba, 
who co-founded the Fulton County Remembrance Coalition. 

“I do think that restoring this history to public 
knowledge will make a difference,” Bantimba said. “The 
second we pull down the veil and acknowledge all of 
that, a lot of people will have to reorient themselves.”

Le Petit Parisien, from Oct. 14, 1906
This photo provided by Kenan Research 
Center at the Atlanta History Center 
shows a detail from the cover of the 
French magazine, depicting a drawing 
titled “Massacre of Negroes through the 
Streets of Atlanta.”
KENAN RESEARCH CENTER
THE ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER, VIA AP

Marietta Street, looking west from the 
Five Points area in downtown Atlanta 
in 1906
Few have been taught about the 1906 
Atlanta Race Massacre, the white-on-
Black violence in Atlanta that shattered 
dreams of racial harmony and forced 
thousands from their homes.
COURTESY OF KENAN RESEARCH 
CENTER AT THE ATLANTA HISTORY 
CENTER VIA AP

Interior of A. F. Herndon’s Barber Shop in 
Atlanta, Ga.

Herndon was one of Atlanta’s first Black mil-
lionaires and his shop was one of the first 

business to be destroyed by white mobs during 
the 1906 Atlanta Race Massacre. Few have been 
taught about the massacre, which forced thou-

sands from their homes and shaped the city’s 
geography, economy, society and power struc-

ture in lasting ways.
KENAN RESEARCH CENTER

THE ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER, VIA AP



NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

July 29 and August 5, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. TMUA-W 21-08

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will 
be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 26th day of 
August, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. TMUA-W 21-08 SPIRIT 
AEROSYSTEM’S FIRE SYSTEM

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 170045.
Buildings.4004.40043122-541104

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Monday, August 
8, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. and will be 
held through video conferencing 
with Microsoft Teams, invitation 
presented on the City of Tulsa’s 
website at this link: https://www.
c i t yo f t u l s a . o rg /gove rnmen t /
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or D

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa 
Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, 
for a non-refundable fee in the 
amount of $50.00 made payable to 
the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United 
States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 26th day of 
August 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 29th 
day of July 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

July 29 and August 5, 2022
 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR 

PROJECT NO.  144547-N AND 144547-
S

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids 
will be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 26th day of 
August, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. 144547-N and 
144547-S NON-ARTERIAL STREET 
REHABILITATION MAINTENANCE 

ZONE 

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 144547.
ArchEngr.5451101.42723122-541101
144547 .St reets .NAr tRhb.4275 . 
42753122-541106;    144547.Streets.
NArtRhb.4274.42743122-541106; 
2 2 3 1 W 0 0 0 9 . W a t e r D i s t .
Water.7400.74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 8, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engineering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY.  Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did not 
attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C
 
Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City.   Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services at 
the City of Tulsa Engineering Services, 
2317 South Jackson, Room 103, North 
Building, for a non-refundable fee in 
the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.  

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment. 

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.  

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.                                                                

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and their 
lower-tier subcontractors to hire only 
citizens of the United States. 

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City 
are also exempt from those taxes.  
A bidder may exclude from his bid 
appropriate sales taxes, which he will 
not have to pay while acting for and on 
behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents.  
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 26th  day 
of August 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 29th 
day of July 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell

City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

August 5 and 12, 2022.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

PROJECT NO. 2036N4030Z, 
TMUA-W 20-17

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to an order by the Mayor 
of the City of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
sealed bids will be received in 
Room 260 of the Office of the City 
Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 
until 8:30 a.m. the 9th day of 
September, 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 2036N4030Z, 
TMUA-W 20-17 NON-ARTERIAL 

STREET REHABILITATION 
MAINTENANCE ZONE 4030

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account No. 

2036N40302.Streets.
NArtRhb.4282.42823122-541106 

2331W00014.WaterDist.
Water.7400.74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled Tuesday, August 
16, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. and will be 
held through video conferencing 
with Microsoft Teams, invitation 
presented on the City of Tulsa’s 
website at this link: https://www.
c i t yo f t u l s a . o rg /gove rnmen t /
departments/engin eering-
services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. 
Bids will not be received from 
contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications 
and contract documents for 
construction of said public 
improvements of the said project 
have been adopted by the Mayor 
of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services 
at the City of Tulsa Engineering 
Services, 2317 South Jackson, 
Room 103, North Building, for a 
non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City 
of Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall 
include compliance as required 
by law pertaining to the practice 
of non- discrimination in 
employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.
Attention is called to Resolution 
No. 18145 of August 23, 1988, 
requiring bidders to commit to 
the goal of employing on the 
project at least fifty percent bona 
fide residents of the City of Tulsa 
and/or MSA in each employment 
classification.

Attention is called to 
Resolution 7404 of November 
8, 2006, requiring bidders, their 
subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only 
citizens of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or 
use taxes, and pursuant to Title 
68 O.S. Section 1356(10), direct 
vendors to the City are also exempt 
from those taxes. A bidder may 
exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have 
to pay while acting for and on 
behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to 
be retained as liquidated damages 
in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses 
to enter into said contract for 
the construction of said public 
improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of 
the contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 9th day of 
September 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 5th 
day of August 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

July 29 and August 5, 2022.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. 144017-AM

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will 
be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 26th day 
of August , 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 144017-AM ARTERIAL 
STREET REHABILITATION 36TH 
STREET NORTH MINGO ROAD TO 
HWY 169

The entire cost of the 
improvement shall be paid 
from Account No. 144017.
Street.5453104.4053122-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Monday, August 
08, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. and will be 
held through video conferencing 
with Microsoft Teams, invitation 
presented on the City of Tulsa’s 
website at this link: https://www.
c i t yo f t u l s a . o rg /gove rnmen t /
departments/engin eering-
services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C.

Drawings, specifications 
and contract documents for 
construction of said public 
improvements of the said project 
have been adopted by the Mayor 
of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services 
at the City of Tulsa Engineering 
Services, 2317 South Jackson, 
Room 103, North Building, for a 
non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City 
of Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United 
States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or 
use taxes, and pursuant to Title 
68 O.S. Section 1356(10), direct 
vendors to the City are also exempt 
from those taxes. A bidder may 
exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have 
to pay while acting for and on 
behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will be 
required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 26th day of 
August 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 29th 
day of July 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell 

City Clerk

NOTICE

B3THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE CLASSIFIEDS AUGUST 5 - 11, 2022
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July 31-August 6 – (ocan073122) 
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WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

RURAL LAND OWNERS
OWN RURAL LAND? Earn $5,000+ 
every year from Hunting Leases. 
Upfront payments from our hunters. 
Reduce risk with FREE liability insur-
ance. Call for a quote today. (888) 
871-1982

AUCTION
WIGGINS AUCTION – 160 Acres 
| Offering 20-160 Acre Tracts | 
Productive Sm. Grain/Livestock 
Land | Outstanding Investment/
Development/Executive Home Site 
Potential | Enid Area, OK | Aug. 18th 
@ 10a | WigginsAuctioneers.com | 
580.233.3066

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672
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1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
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1-888-815-2672

ATTENTION 
HOMEOWNERS
Needing METAL ROOFS, 

SIDING OR WINDOWS

Government Program  
offering Home Owners up to 

$25,000* per household  
for these improvements.

• NO MONEY DOWN
• Payments from $89/Mo*

• 5.9% Rate*
• Senior & Military Discounts

*Free estimate. Save Hundreds of 
Dollars! Expires 8/15 (*wac)

CALL NOW!
800-664-4856

CALL NOW!
800-664-4856
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New York- On July 26 
in New York, after 
years of anticipation 
and fundraising, the 
founder of the Jackie 

Robinson Foundation and the wife 
of the late Jackie Robinson, Rachel 
Robinson, opened the Jackie Robin-
son Museum. 

The museum will educate visitors 
by showcasing the life, legacy, and 
accomplishments of Jackie and Ra-
chel Robinson, and not just their role 
in transforming America’s pastime, 
but their social justice activism. 

The museum is one of a kind as it 
is the only Civil Rights museum in 
New York City. 

At 100 years old, Rachel Robin-
son was able to attend and cut the 
ribbon in front of a crowd of several 
hundred which included her two 
remaining children, Sharon and 
David Robinson, and many of her 
grandchildren.  

Jackie Robinson Foundation 
CEO Della Britton described what 
she wants young people to get out 
of the museum. “We want them to 
become knowledgeable about Jackie 
Robinson and Rachel Robinson and 
their legacy. We want them to be 
inspired by that. We want them to 
learn from the challenges Jackie had, 
from strategies he had for how to 
create change.” 

She continued, “He spent his 
entire life working to close the 
achievement gap to get a level play-
ing field. So, we want them to learn 
the story and then we want them to 
be inspired to continue the work, and 
to create a society that is more just.” 

Former United States Attorney 
General Eric Holder shared how 
Jackie Robinson inspired him 
while growing up in New York 
City. “Jackie Robinson was a hero 
of mine. Jackie Robinson was the 
key to my interest in the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. The first team to integrate. 
You could not be a young Black man 
in New York without rooting for the 
Dodgers. To see this museum, it is 
the culmination of recognition that 
I think he deserved. I think this is 
not only a testament to the past, it is 
also a call to people to be engaged in 
the future in the way that Jackie and 
Rachel want.” 

New York City Mayor Eric Adams 
expressed how he felt about the 
impact Jackie Robinson had on his 
life. “Just the belief that because 
something seems impossible, it is 
possible. We cannot always find the 
safest pathway. He just inspired me.”  

Major League Baseball Players 
Association Executive Director 
Tony Clark and Vice President of the 
MLB Players Alliance C.C. Sa-
bathia, gave their opinions on what 

needs to be done to get more African 
Americans back on the playing field, 
and as managers and owners.  

Clark said, “There is a long an-
swer and a lot of moving pieces. As 
it relates to ownership, as it relates 
to management, those are decisions 
that ownership and management 
are going to have to make. We are 
hopeful that at some point in time 
the light will indeed come on and 
the folks that are making decisions 
on that side of the equation will ap-
preciate the value of a more diverse 
ownership group and a more diverse 
management group.” 

Sabathia added, “That is a big is-
sue. That is [The Players Alliance’s] 
big mission, to get kids back play-
ing. When I was playing I thought 
the kids were not playing baseball, 
but that is not true. Kids are playing 
baseball at a high clip, especially in 
our community. We just got to give 
them more opportunities.”  

Sabathia shined a light on Major 
League Baseball’s development 
programs like the Hank Aaron Invi-
tational and Elite Development In-
vitational. Sabathia mentioned some 
of the players drafted this year that 
came up through those programs.  

He said, “It is just about making 
[the programs] bigger and expanding 
and doing a better job of identifying 
those kids that want to play base-

ball.” 
New York Yankees Gener-

al Manager Brian Cashman, an 
admitted Brooklyn Dodgers fan 
while growing up in Rockville 
Center, also spoke about what the 
opening of the museum meant to 
him. “The Yankees were there for 
the beginning, and we have stepped 
up. [Former Yankees Owner George 
Steinbrenner] had a great relation-
ship with Rachel Robinson. It means 
everything.” 

On Robinson, Cashman said, “He 
was a game changer. We celebrate 
his life, his impact, and obviously 
a lot more work to be done. He is 
a pillar of hope and strength for so 
many. To remind us of where we 
were, but also where we need to 
keep going. It is a pleasure to be here 
for the opening. It is my trade dead-
line, but when it is Jackie Robinson 
you stop everything and come.”  

Director Spike Lee and author 
Howard Bryant talked about what 
most impressed them about the mu-
seum and what the opening meant 
to them.  

 “This is something that the queen 
Rachel Robinson wanted for her 
husband and herself,” Lee said. 
“This is a place where this should be 
one of the top museums, not just in 
New York City, not just in Washing-
ton D.C., but the United States of 

America. You cannot underestimate 
the significance, the importance, of 
Jackie Robinson. April 14, 1947, is a 
delineation, the day Jackie Robinson 
broke the color barrier, and it is one 
of the greatest days in the history of 
this country.” 

 “That is what it means,” Lee 
added.   

“It means more than I can say,” 
Bryant said. “The thing that means 
most to me is that Rachel is here 
to see it. To be able to see a vision 
come through. She’s wanted this for 
more than 20 years and to be able 
to see it with your own two eyes, 
it brings you to tears. It is really 
special.” 

Howard commended the col-
lective effort it took to bring the 
museum project to life. “The number 
of people who were committed to 
making this happen, it tells you how 
important this is and it tells you 
how when you are really commit-
ted to something worthwhile see it 
through, “ Bryant said. “You fight 
for it. You make sure that everybody 
else around you builds you up. This 
is a testament to Jackie’s commit-
ment, Rachel’s commitment, to the 
commitment of everybody who 
wanted to see this happen, and now 
it is here.” 

The OklahOma eagle

Jackie Robinson Museum Opens in NYC
Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers, posed and ready to swing

by menra mapfumO
The ATlAnTA Voice
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Oklahoma voters sent 
a message in 2016: Stop 
sending people to prison 
on minor drug and property 
crimes. Direct money saved 
to counties for drug and 
mental health treatment.

State lawmakers still 
haven’t gotten the second 
half of that.

Nearly seven years 
later, not a dime has been 
invested in the County 
Community Safety Invest-
ment Fund, established by 
passage of State Question 
781 to cover the costs of 
treatment in all 77 coun-
ties.

That’s where the burden 
shifted when voters ap-
proved State Question 780, 
reclassifying many drug-re-
lated felonies and sending 
offenders to county jails 
rather than state prisons.

Instead, legislators have 
been appropriating funds 
into a separate diversion 
program managed by state 
agencies.

“Rather than appropriate 
dollars to this fund, they’ve 
appropriated directly to 
individual agencies or 
programs that are — I think 
the word they used was 
‘in the spirit of the State 
Question 780’ — related 
back to mental health and 
things like that,” said Ca-
den Cleveland, a spokes-
man for the state Offi ce of 
Management and Enterprise 
Services.

When 58% of voters 
supported reclassifying 
low-level offenses and 56% 

voted to channel the saving 
to counties for treatment, 
they weren’t casting ballots 
for the spirit of the law, 
said Damion Shade, exec-
utive director of Oklaho-
mans For Criminal Justice 
Reform.

“It is entirely true to say 
that they have invested in 
some diversion programs,” 
Shade said. “The diversion 
programs that they have 
invested in are not the 
diversion programs and not 
the resources that voters 
demanded. It’s not.

“That’s just a material 
fact. When they say they’re 
fulfi lling the spirit of the 
law, that means that they 
are not fulfi lling the letter 
of the law.”

‘Zero Dollars’

One such diversion 
program is Smart on Crime, 
which was intended to 

reduce the incarceration 
cost on the state by getting 
people into treatment pro-
grams. There’s an import-
ant distinction: 

While addressing prob-
lems of mental health and 
substance abuse in state 
prisons, Smart on Crime 
doesn’t allot funds specifi -
cally for counties.

Gov. Kevin Stitt’s fi rst 
budget proposed that the 
legislature put $10 million 
into the fund in 2020. State 
lawmakers never appropri-
ated it. Stitt administration 
spokesperson Carly Atchi-
son declined Oklahoma 
Watch requests.

A state fi nancial report on 
County Community Safety 
Investment Fund couldn’t 
be generated by the state 
Offi ce of Management and 
Enterprise Services, Cleve-
land said. He said if he 
pulled the report it would 
say “zero dollars.”

It took nearly fi ve years 
for the Legislature to 
work with criminal justice 
advocates and the state 
Department of Correc-
tions and agree on how to 
calculate the savings from 
voter-approved sentencing 
changes. State Rep. Justin 
Humphrey, chairman of the 
House committee on crimi-
nal justice and corrections, 
said the unclear language of 
State Question 780 contrib-
uted to the delay.

“It had no expectations 
of what’s going to happen 
to all these people,” said 
Humphrey, R-Lane. 

Yet, Shade said the state 
question was clear in its 
intent that all 77 counties 
could have funding for 
mental health courts, drug 
courts and sentencing di-
version programs. 

“We don’t want people 
struggling with addiction 
behind bars,” Shade said. 

“We want them with doc-
tors getting treatment and 
getting better to whatever 
extent that is possible.”

The Need in Counties

Rural county drug court 
administrators said they 
need funds set forth in 
State Question 781. Noel 
Bagwell, executive director 
of the Payne County Drug 
Court, said the funds would 
further existing treatment 
services such as drug 
testing. 

Even in Oklahoma 
County — with a drug 
court graduation rate over 
80% — staffi ng levels are 
dangerously low and fund-
ing is lacking for housing 
assistance, indigent drug 
testing and transportation, 
said Oklahoma County 
Drug Court Judge Kenneth 
Stoner.

“People have to go to 
treatment. They have to 
come to court. They have to 
come down to take a drug 
test. And so we have to buy 
lots of bus passes,” Ston-
er said. “And frankly, we 
don’t really get funding for 
bus passes. We just have 
to try to fi gure out how to 
help people.”

Said Bagwell, “At the 
end of the day, we’ve got 
to be sure that we’ve done 
everything possible for our 
clientele. Funding would 
make that more possible.”

Robert Hicks graduated 
from Oklahoma County 
Drug Court in July. He had 
been trapped in a cycle 
of addiction since age 14 
and he’s been incarcerated 

several times. Now ap-
proaching 60, Hicks said 
his life changed in 2020 
after police pulled him over 
while he was driving under 
the infl uence of pills.

“I had my grandson in 
the car with me when I got 
pulled over, and they put a 
child endangerment charge 
on me,” Hicks said.  “And 
I thought about what could 
have happened to him … 
it just made me see what 
I had been doing and how 
many chances I took and 
how many times I had got-
ten away with it. That was 
really the fi nal straw, and I 
couldn’t do this anymore.”

Among the 36 bills Hum-
phrey authored during the 
2022 legislative session is 
one that would force legis-
lators to appropriate funds 
to the County Community 
Safety Investment Fund. 
The bill passed the House 
unanimously and was never 
heard in the Senate.

Yet after authoring House 
Bill 3294, Humphreys said 
he was surprised to learn 
that some money has been 
set aside. He is hosting an 
interim study this fall in 
hopes of learning more.

“The hope is that we quit 
talking, and we actually 
develop a bill … so I would 
say creating real legislation 
that results in real action to 
change our entire criminal 
justice system and begin to 
work on community correc-
tions, progressive disci-
pline, real data, and real 
accountability with actions 
toward criminal behaviors 
and substance abuse behav-
ior,” Humphrey said. 
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NEED GROCERIES?
Our trained specialists can help you 

apply for SNAP benefits today. 

It only takes about 30 minutes!

CALL US TOLL-FREE
AT 1 (877) 760-0114

DON’T SWEAT
THE SMALL STUFF,

JUST NAIL THE BIG STUFF.
Hey, it’s just hair. Besides, you have more important  
things to think about—like making sure your kids  

are buckled correctly in the right seat for their
age and size.

Check at NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

ZONES: NE
for week of  July 31, 2022
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan073122) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

800-664-4856

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS
Needing METAL ROOFS, SIDING OR WINDOWS

Government Program offering Home Owners up to 
$25,000* per household for these improvements.

• NO MONEY DOWN • Payments from $89/Mo*
• 5.9% Rate* • Senior & Military Discounts

*Free estimate. Save Hundreds of Dollars! Expires 8/15 (*wac)

CALL 
NOW! 800-664-4856
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What Legislators Did Instead of Funding 
Voter-Approved Criminal Justice Reforms

BY ASHLYND HUFFMAN

OKLAHOMA WATCH
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THIS WEEK
Chantelle Lott
36 DEGRESS NORTH

11

She Brews Showcase
SHE BREWS COFFEE HOUSE

Blackwood Presents: The 
Launch Party
THE COSMOPOLITAN

Movie: Nope
CIRCLE CINEMA

Drillers vs. RockHounds
ONEOK FIELD

12 The Experience: Imagine
A H H A  T U L S A

Curator-Led Tour: Frida & 
Diego and Beyond
P H I L B R O O K  M U S E U M  O F 
A R T

Story Slam: Naked
L I V I N G  A R T S  O F  T U L S A

Let’s Go! A Tribute to the 
Cars
T H E  V E N U E  S H R I N E

Kids Take the Stage
G AT H E R I N G  P L A C E

Tulsa Farmers’ Market
K E N D A L L  W H I T T I E R 

S Q U A R E

THIS WEEK

Jazz Night
HODGES BEND

FRIDAY

Zoorassic World
TULSA ZOO

How To Get Paid What’s 
Fair
36 DEGREES NORTH

Zumba with Tess Mack
GUTHRIE GREEN

Open-Mic Night
GYPSY COFFEE HOUSE

Job Lab
CENTRAL LIBRARY

Community Back-to-
School Bash
OSU-TULSA

Zoorassic World
TULSA ZOO

Exploration Station
G AT H E R I N G  P L A C E

Tuesday Trivia Night
A M E R I C A N  S O L E R A

Bingo
T H E  W A R E H O U S E  B A R  & 
G R I L L

Worlds Greatest Dad
F O O L I S H  T H I N G S  C O F F E E 
C O M PA N Y

G AT H E R I N G  P L A C E

The Experience: Imagine
When you visit “The Experience: 
Imagine”, you will explore zones 
designed and built by one of six 
Tulsa-based artists. Each has 
different interactive elements. 
What will you discover?
AHHA TULSA

10
Trevor Noah
R I V E R  S P I R I T  C A S I N O

13

The Experience: Imagine
A H H A  T U L S A

SATURDAY

Don’t Tell Dad
6 5  N .  M A D I S O N  A V E .

Sip ‘N Slide 2022
W E L LT O W N  B R E W I N G

Black Queer Tulsa Vogue
K AY ’ S  D A N C E  M O V E M E N T

Little Garden Explorers
Spark wonder at Little Garden 
Explorers an easygoing play 
invitation designed for children 
under 5. Drop in anytime on 
Wednesdays between 9:30 and 
11:30 a.m. to play–and let us take 
care of the mess!
P H I L B R O O K  M U S E U M  O F 

A R T


	Eagle_8_5_v8_A1.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A2.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A3.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A4.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A5.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A6.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A7.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A8.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A9.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A10.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A11.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_A12.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B1.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B2.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B3.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B4.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B5.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B6.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B7.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B8.pdf
	Eagle_8_5_v8_B9.pdf



