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TULSA RACE MASSACRE JUSTICE SYSTEM

HISTORIC GREENWOOD DISTRICT

Ed and Lisa Mitzen, founders of the New York-
based nonprofit Business for Good Foundation 
(BGF), will present a $1 million shared gift this 

week to the three known living survivors of the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre.

The Mitzens – a Saratoga Springs, New York 
couple who are entrepreneurs and philanthro-
pists – will give the monetary gift Wednesday 
in a meeting at the Greenwood Cultural Center 
with massacre survivors Viola Ford Fletcher, 108, 
Lessie Benningfield Randle, 107, and Fletcher’s 
brother, Hughes Van Ellis, 101. The Mitzens said 
they will bring several members of their founda-
tion to meet the survivors and their relatives and 
tour the Historic Greenwood District. 

Ed Mitzens said they were inspired to grant the 
$1 million after reading an article in The Washing-
ton Post by staff writer and Oklahoma native De-
Neen L. Brown about the survivors’ plight. Brow 
has written extensively about the race massacre 
– including the recent legal victory when Tulsa 
County District Judge Caroline Wall ruled that the 
survivors’ court case against the city of Tulsa and 
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Independent 
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blunt critique 
of Tulsa police 

By JOHN NEAL

The Tulsa Police Department 
(TPD) has fallen far short 

of achieving its “community 
policing” goals, according to a 
comprehensive report by CNA, a 
non-profit research and analysis 
firm that the department commis-
sioned to examine and provide 
feedback on how the TPD is do-
ing. Released earlier this month, 
the report reflects widespread 
criticism in North Tulsa of the 
TPD’s commitment to improving 
its relations with the community.

 Community policing is a pro-
active effort to identify and solve 
problems through collaborative 
efforts with the community, par-
ticularly in high crime and mar-
ginalized city areas. 

The 120-page report blasted 
the TPD goals on several levels.

It cited five significant issues: 

• Officers and community 
members alike express that trust 
in policing is lower in marginal-
ized communities.
• There are widespread per-

ceptions in the community that 
TPD engages in disparities in 
how Black neighborhoods and 
individuals are treated.
• Many officers do not see 

community policing as part of 
their job.
• TPD’s performance evalua-

tion system does not currently 
reflect the principles and prac-
tices of collaborative policing.

 One line in the report summed 
up public sentiment about the 
TPD succinctly. “Many commu-
nity members expressed frustra-
tion,” it said, “saying that they 
knew very little about the depart-
ment’s decisions and changes 
and that they would like to see 
more transparency in many areas 
of TPD’s operations.”

CNA acknowledged that the 

Ladonna Paris 
sues city after 
police attack 

The massive Evans-Fintube 
complex, which has sat dor-

mant for years in the center of 
Greenwood District, is on the 
verge of a significant overhaul 
that promises to bring a new look, 
aura, and dynamism to the neigh-
borhood. 

Earlier this month, the City of 
Tulsa announced that Team Al-
chemy had been selected to over-
haul the 22 acre landscape, located 
just off the corner of Archer and 
Greenwood. 

Team Alchemy is led by 
Franchell Abdalla’s Be Good De-
velopment and JE Dunn/JE Dunn 
Capital Partners and includes 
many other local, state, and na-
tional architects, engineers, and 
preservation specialists. They have 
devised a blueprint to transform 

the defunct Evans Fintube space 
– also called Oklahoma Ironworks 
-- into a massive mixed-use resi-
dential and business complex that 
includes constructing a 42-sto-
ry high building. It would be the 
first skyscraper built in Tulsa since 
1979. The complex could take up 
to five years to complete, but parts 
will come online in earlier phases. 
The Team Alchemy plan is esti-
mated to cost $225 million even-
tually. 

Beyond rebuilding the old Evans 
Fintube structure, the vision the 
winning master development team 
has for the project is focused on 
creating new spaces and opportu-
nities for Black Tulsans to work in, 
live in, and ultimately own parts of 
the facility.

“People in North Tulsa should 
know that this is a project for 
them,” Abdalla said in an inter-

view with the Oklahoma Eagle. “It 
was designed with the people who 
live and work and come from Tul-
sa in mind. It’s for Massacre de-
scendants and others who are part 
of the community.”

The Steering Committee 
made the choice 

The Evans Fintube Steering 
committee selected Team Alche-
my in early May, following a year-
long process that included three 
open meetings with the North 
Tulsa community members and 
others. The Steering Committee 
is composed of 15 people, includ-
ing Council Member Vanessa Hall 
Harper, educator Laverne Wim-
berly, TEDC CEO Rose Washing-
ton-Jones

Senior Director of Engagement 
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Team Alchemy chosen to develop 
Evans Fintube complex

By JEREMY KUZMAROV

Ladonna Paris, a sev-
enty-year-old Tulsa 

great-grandmother, has filed a 
civil lawsuit against the City of 
Tulsa and Mayor G.T. Bynum, 
the Tulsa Police Department and 
responding officers—Ronni Car-
rocia, Daylan Root and Ty Burns. 
Paris is African American and a 
graduate student at Phillips Theo-
logical Seminary. She alleges that 
Tulsa police brutally attacked her 
last fall. The incident occurred 
after Paris had barricaded herself 
in the bathroom of the Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore out of fear for 
her safety. 

Paris is seeking more than 
$75,000 in actual damages and 
unspecified compensation for pu-
nitive damages and legal fees. 

The lawsuit, filed in Tulsa 
County District Court, alleges 14 
civil rights violations by the TPD, 
including excessive use of force, 
ignoring Paris’ medical needs, ig-
noring training and assault.

 In an interview with The Okla-
homa Eagle, Paris said that she 
continues to suffer from physical 
ailments because of the police at-
tack. She is now forced to walk 
with a cane, has problems with 
her back and two chipped front 
teeth. Before the attack, Paris 
said, she had none of these prob-
lems and could get around much 
more easily.

 Police attack “sadistic”

Recalling the  alleged October 
25 attack, Paris said the “whole 
thing was very sadistic. The offi-
cer (Ronni Carrocia) was laugh-
ing and then the police kicked the 
door and knocked me to the floor. 
My face was all bloody…. When 
I asked for water, the officer (Car-
rocia) never gave it, saying that I 
wasn’t doing what I was told to 
do.” 

Afterwards, Paris said, “the po-
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NEW BOB DYLAN CENTER
Tulsans and Bob Dylan fans gathered at the opening of 

the Bob Dylan Center on May 10th.
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By GARY LEE

LEFT TO RIGHT: The last three survivors of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Hughes Van Ellis Sr., 101, Lessie Benningfield 
Randle, 107, and Viola Ford Fletcher, 108, wave and high-five supporters from a horse-drawn carriage before a march on May 
28, 2021, North Greenwood Avenue. C. J. NEAL / THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE
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1.   At the age of 19, you published a book, “The Conversation Starts Here.” It  helped 
you find your own voice. Now a decade later, why is it important to create a business 
around helping others find their own narratives? 

“The Conversation Starts Here” is about a 19-year old black woman in a pre-
dominantly white private school here in Tulsa learning about white privilege for 
the first time. The duality of how I saw myself and how others saw me was very 
prevalent at the time. I wasn’t raised to see this person as black and this person as 
white, or this person is naturally against you. The book was about me unpacking 
those experiences.

2.   What did you discover through the writing of that first book?  

It began my journey of realizing that some people aren’t racist, they just don’t 
have a common frame of reference. The book led me to create workshops called 
Bridging the Miscommunication Gap Between Cultures. I’m continuing that 
work now with the deTangled series and a new business based on my experienc-
es in life and work.

3.   In your first deTangled dialogue at The Greenwood Gallery, you brought in a panel 
of women and introduced  the topic of femininity, followed by a community conver-
sation. What did you learn? 

Femininity is one of those topics that’s been coming up in my journey. I 
felt lonely, isolated and rejected just because I showed up to be the best 
version of myself. I felt like everyone thought I was bringing masculine 
energy to the table and they put me in a box of this independent angry, 
black woman. It was keeping me from my peak performance.

4.   So role did De Tangled play?   

The power of the deTangled discussion was not the topic. It was about 
teaching people the tools to detangle what’s true and what’s not. To ask, 
what am I deciding is true about me? We collectively teach each oth-
er. There is a power in all of us. Iron sharpens iron and we are able to 
create value together.

5.   Are you planning to continue these conversations in Tulsa communities? 

 I’m in conversations about having conferences on topics worthy of 
discussing, like microaggression. That’s a topic that no one really wants 
to talk about because who’s to say what’s right and what’s just? Any kind 
of topic that falls in that gray area is worthy of being detangled so that 
people can begin to learn. As Americans, we don’t want to open up 
conversations that we feel are going to create tension. But the thing is, 
the only way to grow is to experience tension.

6.   How do you think tensions can be effectively dealt with in the workplace? 

The question becomes how do we experience tensions responsibly, in a 
safe way? You can’t solve problems without identifying them. It’s im-
portant for personal development for these kinds of conversations to 
happen. But that’s where conversations in organizations become even 
more critical because a lot of people have the pretense that their culture 
is just extremely inclusive.  If people feel muted and like they can’t actu-
ally say what they think and what they believe, then there is no way that 
people are bringing their full selves to work. So many organizations are 
living under this false pretense that they’re doing things the right way.

7.   How, ideally, would those conversations evolve?  

You have to think that when you teach people, when you create safe 
spaces in an organization for people to have agency and advocate for 
themselves, with mutual respect, not only does your organization begin 
to benefit from those things, your bottom line begins to benefit. 

People who walk away from your company every day get to benefit, 
their families benefit, and you start to see a ripple effect that doesn’t just 
happen in business but in peoples’ lives.  

That’s the connection - that’s how you start to change the world by giv-
ing all of these people agency.

8.   What’s the right way to promote diversity in a workplace? 

It’s not about right or wrong. What happens when a manager starts to 
realize it’s not about right and wrong, it’s about what they learn about 
leadership; what they learn about how their choices, words or policies 
are impacting people. The more we focus on right and wrong, we really 
contradict the balance.

9.   Who would benefit most from engaging in these topics? 

 Managers need these conversations. Employees need this. Individuals 
need this. Corporations need this. It’s how we start to create positive 
momentum, whether it’s for financials, for performance or just for hap-
piness in general.

BONUS: What’s the next step for your business development around personal narra-
tives? 

 I am scaling these tools and resources for distribution. 

I’m very passionate about hosting conversations that bring healing 
caused by abusive relationships mentally, physically, emotionally, and 
even career wise. When there is a distance between someone going 
from hopelessness to hopeful, we have to put agency back into the 
picture, along with the confidence to activate that agency by advocating 
for yourself.

Cioré TaylorCioré Taylor
AUTHORAUTHOR

918918
SERIESSERIES

The Oklahoma The Oklahoma Eagle is excited to publish a new edition Eagle is excited to publish a new edition 
of its 918 Series, a brief Q&A with Tulsans who share their of its 918 Series, a brief Q&A with Tulsans who share their 
passions and invest in our shared communities. As the title passions and invest in our shared communities. As the title 

suggests, the series will feature the responses to a mix of nine suggests, the series will feature the responses to a mix of nine 
entertaining and thoughtful questions and one highly personal/entertaining and thoughtful questions and one highly personal/
serious question, all within eight minutes. This week we offer a serious question, all within eight minutes. This week we offer a 
conversation between writer Oklahoma Eagle writer Kimberly conversation between writer Oklahoma Eagle writer Kimberly 

Marsh and Tulsa author Ciore Taylor.  Marsh and Tulsa author Ciore Taylor.  
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other defendants could proceed. 
After reading her coverage, Ed 

Mitzen said he contacted Brown to 
inform her that he and his wife want-
ed to make a monetary contribution 
to Fletcher, Randle and Van Ellis.

‘Excellent People in the 
World’

At first, the survivors were skepti-
cal when they received news of the 
donation by the Mitzens, but they 
were reassured that it was true. 

“They feel incredibly blessed and 
grateful,” Ike Howard, Fletcher’s 
grandson and a spokesman for the 
survivors, said in an interview with 
the Eagle. “And so do I.”

“‘There are some excellent people 
in the world,’” Van Ellis told Ike 
when he shared the news. “‘A change 
is coming, and it’s wonderful.’”

Ed Mitzen said the survivors’ sto-
ries, combined with their resilience is 
inspiring and deserving of continued 
recognition.

“We were incredibly touched by 
the story of people who were able 
to move forward from unfathom-
able tragedy with very little help 
from anyone,” Ed Mitzen said in an 
interview with the Oklahoma Eagle. 
“And so, we decided if we can help 
them a little, we should.” 

Brown said she contacted State 
Rep. Regina Goodwin to see whether 
she could facilitate the transac-
tion. Goodwin has been a stalwart 
advocate for the survivors and often 
represents them with groups or indi-
viduals wanting to help them. 

Goodwin is a product of the 
Historic Greenwood District and a 
descendant of race massacre victims. 
She helped organize for the survi-
vors’ to travel to Ghana in August. 
Only Fletcher and her brother Ellis 
were able to travel.

She also assisted in facilitating a 
$600,000 donation from the Tul-
sa-based Transformation Church 
to the survivors in June 2021. Each 
survivors received $200,000.

After conversations with Mitzen, 
Goodwin enlisted Tulsa S.T.E.P.S. 
(Serving To Empower People 
Successfully) Foundation Inc., a 
501(c)(3) organization, to help with 
the engagement as was previously 
done with fundraising efforts for the 
survivors. Tulsa S.T.E.P.S. acts as a 
go-between for donors and individ-
uals and will have no monetary gain 
from the Mitzens’ gift.

Foundation president Lanetta 
Lyons said their nonprofit is over-
whelmingly appreciative to continue 
to be involved in such a worthy 
project on behalf of the survivors.

“We are really grateful to be able 
to assist with this transaction,” Lyons 
told the Oklahoma Eagle. “This 
recognition for the survivors is great 
and very much deserved.”

Part of the Massacre story

“The pursuit of justice for the 
Race Massacre has been part of my 
agenda for years,” Goodwin said. “I 
am engaged in it in part to honor my 

ancestors. But we have three living 
people who endured that tragedy, 
and if I can do something to bring 
comfort to them at this stage of their 
lives, I will do it.”

The gift is the latest chapter in 
the survivor’s powerful narrative. 
It is also part of a larger story of the 
people who have been motivated 
by their plight and the plight of the 
descendants of the race massacre. 

The violence started on May 
31-June 1, 1921, when a white 
mob destroyed much of the Green-
wood community, which led to an 
unknown number of deaths, with 
estimates ranging as high as 300.

Fletcher, Randle and Van Ellis 
were children during the deadly 
attack and are the only known three 
survivors. In their pursuit of justice, 
they filed a lawsuit in September 
2020. It claims the city, the coun-
ty, the Oklahoma National Guard 
and other officials caused “public 
nuisances” in 1921 when they did not 
defend the Black community from a 
murderous white mob that decimat-
ed Greenwood. City officials have 
declined to comment on the lawsuit. 
The defendants sought to have the 
case dismissed. Judge Wall ruled 
against the dismissal.

The survivors have sought rep-
arations through the courts before. 
In 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to hear a reparations case 
appeal after federal courts ruled that 

the statute of limitations had expired. 
Dozens of survivors stood dejected 
outside the Supreme Court after that 
ruling.

The current lawsuit identifies 
seven entities or organizations that it 
alleges were directly involved in the 
massacre, including the city, coun-
ty, state National Guard and Tulsa 
Chamber of Commerce.

The story moved Judge Wall so the 
point that she granted the survivor’s 
case to go forward.

Brown, a native of Oklahoma City 
who has reported on the survivor’s 
saga for years for both the Post and 
National Geographic, wrote about 
the decision as to the latest chapter. 

Brown’s work so touched the Mit-
zens that they said they knew they 
had to do something. 

“Here were people who had to go 
to court to prove that they could go to 
court to correct an injustice,” Ed Mit-
zen said. “That tells you something 
about our system.”

Brown said she was pleasantly 
surprised that her story elicited such 
an action by the Mitzens. 

“A good story can change the 
world, change people and change 
institutions,” Brown said in an inter-
view with the Eagle. “I am thrilled 
that the Mitzens felt compelled 
to make this gift after reading the 
story.”

Goodwin concurred. “This is all 
about good words and good work, 

and the good words of a writer 
inspired the good work of a philan-
thropist.”

Achieving social change 
through business 

The Mitzens story is also remark-
able. Ed Mitzen, the founder of three 
businesses, has had a wildly success-
ful career in the health care market, 
according to the Albany (N.Y.) 
Times Union.  The success provided 
the Mitzens with the means to go 
into philanthropy. Their nonprofit 
Business for Good – which they 
launched in July – is the vehicle for 
the Mitzens to pursue their philan-
thropic causes. 

The Mitzens’ said their philosophy 
is to achieve social change through 
business. The target of charitable 
giving is food insecurity, housing 
instability, and education inequity. 

Ed Mitzen has been inspired by the 
story of his father, who died when he 
was 43 and Mitzen was 18. “I realize 
that we don’t have that much time on 
earth,” he said. “For whatever time I 
have left, I want to do as much good 
as I can.”

Ed Mitzen is a renowned health-
care marketing entrepreneur, who has 
built three businesses totaling more 
than a combined $500 million in 
revenue. His current company, Fin-
gerpaint, has been on the Inc. 5000 
List of America’s Fastest-Growing 

Private Companies for the last eight 
years.

The Mitzens said their pledge to 
the race massacre survivors advances 
their mission to do good. The com-
mitment is even more remarkable 
given that neither his wife nor have 
any ties either to Oklahoma or to the 
victims.

“My hope is that through this ges-
ture, the survivors know that some-
body somewhere cares about them 
and what they endured,” he said.

Like many Americans, Mitzen 
only learned about the story of 
the race massacre a few years ago 
through news reports. Recently, he 
has educated himself more thorough-
ly about the Historic Greenwood 
District and Black Wall Street.  He 
views his upcoming visit to Green-
wood as part of a process of getting 
to know the community.

He is open to other opportunities in 
the North Tulsa community to help 
other entrepreneurs. 

Mitzen also hopes that his actions 
will spur others to reach out and help 
Tulsa’s Black community. “Many 
people with resources want to help 
but don’t know how to,” Mitzen told 
the Eagle. “Maybe my actions will 
encourage other white guys to help.”

Before Tulsa and the race massa-
cre survivors, Mitzen was already 
deeply engaged in his mission to do 
good mostly around the area around 
Saratoga Springs, New York, where 
he lives. BFG, his nonprofit, bought 
the Bread Basket Bakery and turned 
it into a nonprofit. Proceeds go to 
fight food insecurity in his region. 
The foundation has also purchased 
Hattie’s Restaurant and Chicken 
Shack, a well-known eatery in Sara-
toga Springs.

Lisa and Ed Mitzen, founders of the New York-based nonprofit Business for Good Foundation, are donating $1 million to three last survivors of 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. FRANCESCO 
D’AMICO/SARATOGA LIVING
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GARY LEE is the managing editor for The 
Oklahoma Eagle

lice didn’t even put information in 
their report that I had been in mental 
distress. In jail, I was not given my 
regularly prescribed medication and 
ate only three days out of a month. 
I lost 15 pounds. At the time, I was 
suffering from chest pains [remnant 
from the attack] and was black and 
blue with bruises from my wrist to 
my elbow. “

Following the incident, Paris 
was held in the Tulsa jail for thirty 
days—six of them in solitary con-
finement. She was charged with at-
tempted arson (she says she sprayed 
aerosol in the bathroom), animal 
cruelty (her dog had been left in a 
car outside for four hours though 
it was 63 degrees), and assault and 
battery of an officer. The charges 
were all dropped, and her case was 
put in mental health court, which 
gave her one year probation with 
the requirement of seeing a thera-
pist.

Lawsuit details 

Damario Solomon-Simmons, the 
Tulsa attorney representing Paris, 

told a May 10 press conference that 
the video of the attack was “one of 
the most disgusting things” he’d 
ever seen.

In a statement announcing the 
lawsuit, Solomon-Simmons stated:

“The TPD officers involved were 
fully aware that Ms. Paris was suf-
fering a bipolar manic episode, yet 
they still viciously provoked and 
attacked Ms. Paris while laughing 
off her disability as if it were a joke. 
We are disgusted by this outrageous 
behavior caught on video and the 
fact that the Tulsa Police Depart-
ment has attempted to shift the 
blame for the incident onto the vic-
tim of a mental health episode and 
police brutality. We are even more 
troubled by the Tulsa Police Depart-
ment’s frequent practice of ignoring 
and even outright condoning their 
officers’ discriminatory treatment 
and humiliation of, and violence 
toward, people who suffer from 
mental health disorders, especially 
African Americans.”

A video showed police officers 
laughing and taunting Paris and 
then tasering and physically attack-
ing her before she was taken into 
custody.  The video has received 
over 200,000 views on U-tube. 

Police chief response 

After the video was released, 
TPD Chief Wendell Franklin said: 
“To be clear, the banter between the 
officers outside of the presence of 
the suspect can be received as un-
professional and has been addressed 
with the Officers. The overall ac-
tions of the Officers and the way in 
which the call was handled is within 
the policies of the Tulsa Police De-
partment.”

Tulsa Mayor G. T. Bynum—who 
is named in Paris’ lawsuit, seconded 
Franklin’s judgment. He said that 
the video “provided a reminder of 
the difficult situation officers deal 
within the field every day.”  

Police experts who have weighed 
in, however, consider the TPD offi-
cers to have acted inappropriately 
not only in their banter caught on 
video, but in their failure to try to 
deescalate the situation—which is 
what they are trained to do—and 
decision to physically assault Ms. 
Paris when she had not committed 
any crimes and had no weapon. 

  In her interview with Oklahoma 
Eagle, Paris said that Chief Frank-
lin’s comments were “asinine and 

ludicrous. If [what happened] was 
legitimate police policy, then the 
policy needs to be changed.”

Facebook Petition
 
Besides the lawsuit, Paris’ son 

Chris Williams, has mounted a pe-
tition on Facebook demanding that 
Mayor Bynum fire Carrocia. 

So far, approximately 3,000 peo-
ple have signed.

Carrocia was caught on video be-
fore the assault banging on the door, 
shouting at Paris: “Do you want to 
get tased?” Carrocia was further 
recorded saying: “I love my job,” 
and “this is going to be fun.”  Paris 
believes Carrocia should not work 
with the TPD at all.

While some in her shoes might 
be bitter, Paris feels that something 
positive might ultimately come out 
of her ordeal. 

Since the video of her attack went 
viral, Paris has received messages of 
encouragement from as far as Scot-
land. She hopes that she can help 
open people’s eyes to problems of 
police brutality and racism in Tulsa 
and to the struggles of people who 
suffer from mental health disorders. 

 Paris told The Oklahoma Eagle 

that while it is impossible to discern 
the motivation of individual police 
officers, her lawyer has suggested 
that she may have been treated dif-
ferently if she were white. 

 Paris said that she became aware 
of Tulsa’s endemic racism when she 
first moved to the city from Pen-
sacola, Oklahoma near Fort Smith 
in 1993. That’s when she learned 
about the Tulsa race massacre and 
Black Wall Street and saw the eco-
nomic underdevelopment and ne-
glect of North Tulsa by city leaders 
firsthand.

Several weeks ago, Paris attended 
a Tulsa City Council meeting where 
the video of her assault was shown 
and 18 people spoke out in favor of 
establishing a TPD citizen oversight 
committee, which could help pre-
vent incidents of police brutality.

While the city council voted 
down the measure, Paris says she 
was inspired by the words of Coun-
cil Member Vanessa Hall-Harper 
who said that when the government 
could not be counted on, citizens 
had to go out and affect change on 
their own.

This is what Paris is committed to 
doing.

LAWSUIT
LAWSUIT From A1
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Our Inspired History
HOWARD MCGHEE

Digital Content

‘Maggie’ McGhee known for 
his fast fingering and high notes

Howard “Maggie” McGhee 
was one of the most talented 
instrumentalists, composers, and 
arrangers in the 1940s jazz scene. 
Born in Tulsa, on Feb. 6, 1918, he 
moved with his family to Detroit, 
and he attended high school until 
age sixteen. 

While at home, he learned the 
basics of music from his half-
brother, who played the guitar. 
During high school McGhee learned 
piano, tenor saxophone, clarinet, 
and trumpet but eventually made the 
trumpet his basic instrument in 1935 
after hearing Louis Armstrong and 
Roy Eldridge. After joining Lionel 
Hampton’s band in 1941, he then 
became principal soloist with Andy 
Kirk for two years.

As one of the pioneers in the 
bebop jazz movement, McGhee 
performed at jam sessions at 
Minton’s Playhouse and Monroe’s 
Uptown House on Forty-second 
Street in New York City. After 
playing briefly with Count Basie, he 
joined the Coleman Hawkins combo 
in 1945. 

For the next two years McGhee 
was on the West Coast, and he 
recorded on Charlie Parker’s 

sessions for “Lover Man” and 
“Relaxin’ at Camarillo.” By the end 
of the 1940s McGhee was one of 
the most highly respected musicians 
in the bebop movement and was 
named Best Trumpet Player by the 
Down Beat poll in 1949. 

He worked as an arranger for 
such notables as Billy Eckstine, 
Woody Herman, and Charlie Barnet. 
McGhee’s compositions include 
“McGhee Special,” “Night Mist,” 
“Midnight at Mintons,” “Dorothy,” 
and “Carvin’ the Bird.” Inactive 
during the 1950s, McGhee made a 
comeback in the 1960s. 

He formed his own big band, 
toured Europe and Japan with 
George Wein, performed with Duke 
Ellington, and participated in jazz 
services at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in New York City. 

He taught music through the 
1970s, both in classrooms and at his 
apartment in midtown Manhattan 
and instructed musicians like 
Charlie Rouse in music theory. 
He was as much an accomplished 
composer-arranger as he was a 
performer.

McGhee died on July 17, 1987. 
He was 69.
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Celebrations in the Courthouse 
as Race Massacre Lawsuit Moves 
Forward

TPD questioned after arrest of 
woman during mental health 
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AS A MULTI-INSTRUMENTALIST WHO PLAYED PIANO AND TROMBONE ON A FEW OCCASIONS, 
TULSA NATIVE HOWARD “MAGGIE” MCGHEE WAS KNOWN FOR HIS FAST FINGERING AND HIGH 

NOTES. DURING HIS CAREER, HE PLAYED IN BANDS LED BY LIONEL HAMPTON, ANDY KIRK, 
COUNT BASIE AND CHARLIE BARNET. TOM MARCELLO/1976

LaDonna Paris was in the throes of a manic 
bipolar episode when Tulsa police kicked 
in the door of the bathroom where Paris had 
locked herself, knocked her to the ground 
and hand-cuffed her.

“We all stood on the shoulders of the ances-
tors who started fighting for Greenwood on 
May 31, 1921.”

Early Life & Education

Career

In the May 6 edition, the article “What is Greenwood?” incorrectly referred to the heritage of Eli Grayson. He is a Creek Indian with some Creek 
Freedmen ancestors. 

CORRECTIONS AND CLARICATIONS

GEORGE O. CARNEY
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY



One recent evening, I shared din-
ner with a dear friend and a few of 
his friends. On a cool summer eve-
ning, our gathering was one of pil-
low-backed dining chairs, Peruvian 
artisan-crafted furnishings, fresh 
green and yellow vegetable dishes, 
a rich chocolate sweet course, and 
easy conversations about the world 
and Tulsa, Oklahoma. The evening 
left me much to think about. What 
I learned is that every Tulsan has a 
story to tell.

In a metropolitan area of more 
than 80,000 African Americans, 
bordering six states, the ancestral 
home of native people, and of soil 
that has given shallow and hid-
den graves to generations whose 
contributions quietly established 
familial empires, it is of no surprise 
that when a Tulsan starts talking, 
they will likely capture your rapt 
attention.

My old friend, and now, my new 
friends, found ourselves seated 
before plates filled with what was 
intended to be sufficient to satisfy 
our appetites, and thankfully not 
so much that we lost our desire to 
learn more about the other.

Our host, my old friend, a native 
of Tulsa, is a man of extraordinary 
talents, admirable temperament, 
learned, and possibly the epitome 
of human kindness. Should he ever 
be made aware of a moment or an 
opportunity missed to unite two or 
more strangers casually, I’m con-
vinced that he would deny himself 
rest and peace for the following 
days. But our shared evening was 
not that moment or opportunity.

Brief introductions, and first 
names, were capped by smiles. 
Alex, Sarah, and I were now 
friends. And our host, inconspicu-
ously passing from kitchen to din-
ing room throughout the evening, 
presenting more enticing dining 
options with each arrival, would 
leave us with questions regarding 
recent events.

We covered the gamut: current 
cultural events in the United States, 
reproductive rights, entrepreneurial 
pursuits, community initiatives, 
and life’s new normal during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We ap-
proached every topic with first with 
a sigh, then sincere candor.

The Historic Greenwood District 
of Tulsa was supported by a small 

army of physicians, nurses, and 
midwives who cared for patients, 
young and older, with natural com-
passion and insight informed by the 
spirit of community. Few Tulsans, 
I fully believe, were strangers to 
those who shepherded the unborn to 
life and comforted those in passing. 
Their stories of life and death offer 
the context required to highlight the 
natural state of people, Tulsans.

Entrepreneurs of various stripes 
offered products and services to 
children and adults, fueled the 
development of Black communities 
and enriched the lives of many. 
Shop owners knew their patron’s 
names, children’s ages; accomplish-
ments; economic challenges; and 
personal stories. If appropriately 
inquired, a seamstress could share 
the wedding details of hundreds of 
daughters. A baker, the sweet tooth 
of every child. A clergyman; the 
kind deacons or other members of 
churches; A teacher, or the brightest 
students in classes. Any one of their 
narratives, I am sure, could leave a 
listener on the edge of their chair.

The men and women who stood 
before mobs of white Tulsans who 
were united in their intent to murder 

the innocent, if alive today, could 
chronicle the moments of their de-
fense of life, protection of property, 
and healing. As we have learned 
from survivors as children, their 
stories are clear reminders of our 
nation’s hate-filled history and the 
imprint made upon our lives.

Of cultural landscape and all 
topics mentioned, a throughline 
became clear that these matters 
weren’t necessarily broad themes of 
global import but are borne of local 
personal sentiment, consciousness, 
earnestness, prejudice, fear, and 
hatred, ultimately represented in 
law policy and engagement. Fur-
ther, Tulsa, specifically the Historic 
Greenwood District, confronted 
these matters by force and faith 
throughout its existence and is a liv-
ing anthology of myths, narratives, 
poetry, and song.

So, yes, every Tulsan has a story 
to share.

When you hear one start to talk, 
you will do well to stop and listen.

California is the first 
state to examine if and 
how reparations could 
be administered to Black 
descendants of enslaved 
people. Its results will 
reverberate throughout 
the nation.

Rep·a·ra·tion /ˌrepəˈrāSH(ə)n/ 

Noun: The making of amends for 
a wrong one has done, by paying 
money to or otherwise helping 
those who have been wronged: 
“the courts required a convicted 
offender to make financial 
reparation to his victim.” 

Let’s start here: the systems of 
this nation were built — and have 
been maintained — by a faulty 
premise. Our political, financial, 
educational, criminal justice, and 
health care systems (to name a few) 
were structured from the lens of 
white male supremacy and have 
been sustained by stealing, lying, 
cheating, assaulting, intimidating, 
kidnapping, and even murder.  

Those on the side of building 
and maintaining these systems 
have benefitted, whether directly 
or indirectly, for generations. 
African Americans, however, have 
been victims of these systems all 
while trying to survive and put 
faith in them as their American 
counterparts have.  

The failings of these systems 
have categorically destroyed Black 
descendants of enslaved people 
for generations. The late Detroit 
Congressman John Conyers 
had been trying for 32 years to 
get Congress to pass a slavery 

reparations bill, but now the 
movement toward reparations for 
Black people is becoming more real 
every day.  

To be crystal clear, reparations 
for Black people is arguably the 
most important issue of our time, 
and no one deserves reparations 
like Black people in America. 
That’s why there is no piece of 
legislative work that is more 
important to the collective nation 
than that of the California Task 
Force to Study and Develop 
Reparations Proposals for African 
Americans.  

California is the first state in 
the nation to deeply examine if 
and how reparations could be 
administered to Black descendants 
of enslaved people. 

Under the leadership of 
California Secretary of State Dr. 
Shirley Weber, the nine-member 
Task Force was established to meet 
the requirements of Assembly Bill 
(AB) 3121, which Weber authored 
and introduced in 2020 when she 
served in the California Legislature. 
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed it 
into law in September 2020. The 
committee first met in June 2021. 

This is a Herculean task as 
there are so many aspects needed 
to establish to make a case for 
reparations. According to Kamilah 
V. Moore, chair of the California 
reparations task force, the group 
is following the international 
guidelines provided by the United 
Nations Human Rights Office 
of the High Commissioner. The 
recommendations based on the 
United Nations Charter offer basic 
protocols on reparations for victims 
of gross violations of international 
human rights law.  

However, the violations 
need to be acknowledged by 
the UN and other actors on the 

global stage. Unfortunately, the 
transatlantic slave trade is yet to be 
acknowledged as a gross violation 
of international human rights law. 
Consequently, the United States 
is not obligated to compensate 
African Americans, Moore points 
out. 

International human rights 
law states that reparations must 
be administered in five forms: 
restitution, compensation, 
rehabilitation, satisfaction, and 
guarantees of non-repetition. 

In 2021, Gov. Newsom signed 
Senate Bill (SB) 796, authored by 
California Sen. Steven Bradford 
(D-Gardena). SB 796 authorized 
the County of Los Angeles to return 
the beachfront property known as 
Bruce’s Beach to the Bruce family 
after it had been wrongfully taken 
by Manhattan Beach city officials. 

Over the last year, the Task 
Force has heard similar testimony 
from scores of people, including 
members of the Burgess 
family whose Northern California 
land was “Whitecapped,” a lawless 
action to run African Americans out 
of town and steal their possessions. 
It was done by homegrown racist 
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, 
Night Riders, and Bald Knobbers. 

While this work is being done 
in California, its results will 
reverberate throughout the nation. 
This Task Force is meticulously 
laying the groundwork for others to 
follow. Others around the country 
have also begun to examine this 
issue closely. The progressive 
college town of Evanston, Illinois, 
has already created a $400,000 
fund paid for by cannabis taxes 
that will be broken into $25,000 
housing grants supporting home 
loans and renovations.  

Those who can apply include 
Black residents of Evanston 

between 1919 and 1969, when 
fair housing became federal 
law, and their descendants. In 
June 2021, 12 mayors from 
cities across the country, led by 
L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
Denver Mayor Michael Hancock, 
launched Mayors Organized for 
Reparations and Equity (MORE). 
They pledged to start paying 
reparations to Black residents in 
their cities. 

Of course, reparations are not 
foreign to the United States. Native 
Americans have received land 
and billions of dollars for various 
benefits and programs for being 
forcibly exiled from their native 
lands. For Japanese Americans, 
$1.5 billion was paid to those who 
were interned during World War 
II. Additionally, the United States, 
via the Marshall Plan, helped to 
ensure that Jewish people received 
reparations for the Holocaust. 

Black Americans are the only 
group that has not received 
reparations for state-sanctioned 
racial discrimination.  

Opponents of reparations often 
say that no one living should 
be held accountable for the acts 
of early-American enslavers. 
However, there were about 350 
years between U.S. slavery and 
the end of Jim Crow — and there 
have only been about 60 years 
since then. This is modern history. 
In order for this nation to be the 
country it can be, it must right 
the wrongs of what it has been. 
Reparations are not just important 
for Black people. It is important for 
all Americans.  
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for Impact Tulsa Ashley Phil-
lippsen and other names familiar 
to North Tulsans. 

Philippsen, co-chair of the Evans 
Fintube Steering Committee, said 
Team Alchemy’s proposed reno-
vation would create “maker space, 
office, and incubator facilities to 
support the growth of the next gen-
eration of entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses that will rebuild Black Wall 
Street. We look forward to seeing 
the impact the transformation of 
this historic building in the com-
ing years will have in increasing 
wealth, economic opportunity, and 
community cohesion in Green-
wood and North Tulsa.

When the city first opened bid-
ding for the project last year, over 
two dozen developers expressed 
interest. Tulsa Authority for Eco-
nomic Opportunity (TAEO) lead-
ers and the steering committee de-
voted a year of public and private 
meetings to scrutinizing the plans 
developers presented. According 
to Kian Kamas, executive director 
of TAEO, they used various cri-
teria to analyze the proposals put 
forward, including financial capa-
bility and long-term potential. 

North Tulsans contributed 
to the process

Kamas said one major factor the 
Steering Committee and TAEO 
used was how well the develop-
ers embraced the needs and in-
terests that the Black community 
in Greenwood and Greater North 
Tulsa expressed for the project. 

During the public meetings, the 
developers bidding for the proj-
ect also solicited feedback from 
the Greenwood and greater North 
Tulsa community on the priorities 
for developing the complex. Ka-
mas underlined that Team Alche-
my was selected partly because its 
plan most closely responded to the 
criteria Black Tulsans expressed, 
including engaging Black contrac-
tors in the construction, opening 
opportunities for Blacks to own 
land and businesses, and preserv-
ing the Greenwood heritage. 

Team Alchemy seemed to con-
sistently embrace feedback from 
the community and align it with 

their proposal, Kamas and other 
Steering Committee members said.

Abdalla said that Team Alche-
my is committed to making Black 
people a central part of the devel-
opment. She said that the team is 
currently 67 percent people of col-
or, and 80 percent of that group is 
Black. “We want that concentra-
tion to grow. We are searching for 
others to bring into the process.”

Next steps

The selection of Team Alchemy 
is the start of an extensive develop-
ment process. The next step is for 
the developers to meet with TAEO 
executives and other Tulsa city of-
ficials to work out the financing, 
construction, and timeline issues. 
Those meetings will likely contin-
ue into 2023. 

Once that is done, Alchemy 
plans to readapt the Oklahoma 
Iron Works building into a space 
celebrating the spirit of Green-
wood’s entrepreneurship.  The 
former industrial building will be 
renovated to provide a hub for all 
types of entrepreneurs. Abdalla 
said she hopes construction will 
kick off sometime in 2023.

Beyond resuscitating the Iron 
Works Building, the initial con-
struction phase calls for building 
constructing work-play-stay units 
on the south end of the property, 
negotiating for the removal of the 
WATCO rail yard on the west side 
of the site. It will also involve and 
establishing a Community Land 
Trust.

Abdalla and her team are com-
mitted to building The Beacon, the 
42-story, a mixed-use structure that 
is one of the highlighted proposals 
in Phase 2 of the development. The 
building could potentially include 
rooftop dining, a hotel, a perfor-
mance theater, studio space, first-
floor retail, and mixed-income 
multifamily housing.

Abdalla views the Evans Fintube 
project as a catalyst for a renais-
sance in construction in North Tul-
sa. “What has been lacking so far 
is the infusion of capital into the 
community,” she said. “We think 
this project will inspire others to 
commit capital to the community. 
North Tulsa is a great community 
bursting with talent. We hope to 
help make it flourish.”

“TPD has made many positive 
changes and progress in many 
areas.”  In particular the report 
praised several initiatives that 
Chief Wendell Franklin has intro-
duced. Franklin, who is Black, was 
appointed chief in 2020. But they 
offered 54 recommendations the 
TPD could introduce to improve its 
policing. They said the department 
could complete 43 of them in less 
than 18 months and many in six 
months or less.

This report was a follow-up eval-
uation of efforts initiated in 2017 
by the Commission on Community 
Policing, established and chaired 
by Mayor G. T. Bynum. The CNA 
report was released on May 5. CNA 
and TPD officials held a public 
Zoom call that day to discuss the 
report. Police Chief Wendell Frank-
lin did not appear or participate in 
the presentation.

The TPD department did not re-
spond to each of the recommenda-
tions that the CNA made. Instead, 
the department released a four-page 
list of “Action Steps.” The steps 
responded explicitly to only a tiny 
fraction of the recommendations. 
Police spokespersons emphasized 
that many of recommendations 
would need foundational work be-
fore they could be implemented.

The report organized its findings 
and recommendations in six “pil-
lars” based on extensive interviews, 
surveys, document review, data 
analysis, and community consul-
tation through meetings, including 
focus groups in three “hot spots” in 
Tulsa.

Trust and legitimacy

CNA cited the widely acknowl-
edged lack of trust, particularly 
in North Tulsa, as a glaring issue. 
Summing up the problem bluntly, 
one focus group participant said: 

“I think there is a lot of racism on 
the part of the police.” According to 
interviews, surveys, focus groups, 
and other findings by CNA, such 
“perceptions are widespread.”

Some officers also admitted that 
trust is much lower in marginalized 
communities. One possible reason, 
the report mentioned, is that “some 
officers are not fully aware of the 
history of race relations in Tulsa.”

In the first survey question, 72 
percent did not believe the TPD 
made it easy or easy “to provide 
input and express their concerns 
on policing issues.” A community 
member also stated, “People don’t 
feel they can file complaints since 
they never see officers get disci-
plined.” The report noted that 142 
complaints were filed in 2018-2020 
involving 425 allegations. “Only 
one officer resigned, and three were 
suspended.”

The report included seven rec-
ommendations the TPD could in-
troduce to address these issues 
and bring more transparency and 
accountability. One of them was to 
“make a description of the formal 
complaint process publicly avail-
able.” 

The TPD was silent on this and 
other recommendations CNA made, 
including having an independent 
“racial bias audit” to determine if 
the racial disparities in police treat-
ment are perceptions or genuine.

Instead, among its “Action 
Steps,” the TPD agreed to more 
foot/bike patrols and community 
meetings. 

Policy and oversight 

While the report listed many 
shortcomings in policy and over-
sight, the police internal Commu-
nity Advisory Boards (CABs) came 
under the heaviest criticism. “Most 
community members had not heard 
of the boards, did not know who 
was serving on them,” the report 

said. Furthermore, their meetings 
with Division Commanders are not 
open to the public.

Some comments CAB members 
made that are included in the report 
are instructive. 

“I can tell members were hand-
picked to not rock the boat too 
much,” one said.  

“They want their own people,” 
another commented. 

Chief Franklin, who established 
CABs, talked about them in a vid-
eotaped Equality Indicators Learn-
ing Series on the Justice Theme a 
year earlier. He said of them at that 
time, “We are hopeful,” he said, 
“that these individuals will go out, 
I don’t want to say necessarily be 
advocates for us- but at least show 
we have a little bit of legitimacy.”  
But the information gathered from 
the public by CNA suggests that 
that expectation has not been met.

The report recommends that the 
CABs be dramatically overhauled 
to include revising its policy and 
operational guidelines, member-
ship selection process, providing 
for community input and com-
ments, and improving overall trans-
parency.

In a contorted feat of reasoning, 
the Police Department responded 
that the proposed and recommend-
ed overhaul of the Community Ad-
visory Boards would be referred to 
those same Boards to “make rec-
ommendations” as its response in 
its “Action Steps.”

Police community policing

From interviews with officers, 
CNA found community policing 
had been unevenly and inconsis-
tently implemented. Some officers 
said they “could not remember a 
single instance where they received 
training.” Others said they received 
mixed messages about it, and it had 
made no impact on their regular 
job. Some said they had received 

some training but lacked time to 
do it. “Almost all officers identi-
fied the need for more training on 
community policing issues.” Many 
officers did not even know how 
to document community policing 
into the automated system used to 
track time spent on these efforts. 
CNA also found that performance 
evaluations and promotional op-
portunities do not incorporate “col-
laborative [community] policing 
principles and practices.”

The TPD response to this critique 
was more robust than in other cases. 
The department agreed to hire an 
outside vendor for more extensive 
training within a “train the train-
er” model for community policing 
using a sophisticated program that 
“forces collaboration” and assists 
in developing district and opera-
tional plans.

Use of force

The consultant made seven rec-
ommendations on the use of force 
policy changes. The first was a 
need to clarify policy language that 
a suspect who is fleeing or resist-
ing arrest but poses no immedi-
ate threat should not be subject to 
deadly force. Another noteworthy 
recommendation was to “require an 
independent review by another po-
licing agency for incidents involv-
ing the use of force that result in the 
death of a suspect.”

TPD would not take up any of 
these recommendations saying it 
“will defer to the previous Univer-
sity of Cincinnati report, CALEA, 
and Force Science experts.” But 
that 2019 report controversially 
found that “the race of the suspect 
was not a statistically significant 
predictor of the use of force.” That 
finding directly contradicts the Tul-
sa Equality Indicators and a previ-
ous Human Rights Watch report on 
the TPD use of force. Both showed 
significant racial disparities in the 

department’s use of force.
Whether racial disparities exist 

or are perceived was not the basis 
for the CNA recommendations on 
these policy reviews. The consul-
tant cited multiple other contempo-
raneous sources against which TPD 
use of force was benchmarked. 
Their recommendations were based 
on a finding that the policies “could 
be better aligned with best practices 
and provide the community a role.”

Chief Wendell Franklin

Chief Franklin was hired as Tul-
sa’s first Black Police Chief two 
years ago. While the culture in a po-
lice department is slow to change, 
the consultant lauded many of his 
efforts. “From the outset, the main 
focus of Chief Franklin’s tenure has 
been community engagement and 
community policing efforts,” the 
report said. It cited Franklin’s cre-
ation of the Community Engage-
ment Unit and his support for crime 
victims, outreach to the Hispanic 
community, body-worn cameras 
implementation, and other initia-
tives.

Summary

It is clear from the CNA anal-
ysis and findings that there have 
been substantial efforts to improve 
the Tulsa Police Department since 
the 2017 Commission report, pri-
marily led by Chief Franklin. Still, 
the report clarifies from its doc-
umented public expectations and 
its 54 recommendations that much 
more work remains. The full re-
port and the TPD response can be 
found here: https://tulsapolicenews.
org/2021-cna-progress
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Renderings of the Evans Fintube project. FRANCELL ABDALLA

JOHN NEAL is a Sand Springs native. He is 
well-versed in urban renewal, its uses and 
abuse as a former city manager in Oklaho-
ma and departmental consultant for the city 
of El Paso, Texas. He is now retired and 
resides in Austin, Texas.
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Gov. Kevin 
Stitt’s actions regarding his appoin-
tees to the Pardon and Parole Board 
have been “grossly improper” and 
the board’s commutation process 
was focused on speed over public 
safety, according to an Oklahoma 
County grand jury report.

The grand jury, which wrapped 
up its work Thursday, said the 
Pardon and Parole Board lacked 
transparency when it decided com-
mutation cases. It recommended the 
governor’s office and the District 
Attorneys Council devote full-time 
staff members to the board to moni-
tor its actions. 

Oklahoma County District At-
torney David Prater asked for the 
grand jury in October. Under the 
supervision of District Judge Don 
Andrews, it has met 17 times. 

In December, the grand jury 
returned indictments of state Rep. 
Terry O’Donnell and his wife, 
Teresa, over his role in authoring 
legislation involving the resignation 
of tag agents when his wife was 
named as a tag agent in Catoosa. 
That case is pending in Oklahoma 
County and the O’Donnells have 
maintained their innocence. Terry 
O’Donnell stepped down from a top 
House leadership position in Janu-
ary and filed for reelection in April. 

The grand jury said it ran out 
of time regarding other possible 
charges from the O’Donnell case 
and left it up to the district attor-
ney’s office to determine if others 
should be charged. By law, county 
grand jury terms can’t be within 30 
days of a major election. Oklaho-
ma’s primary election is June 28. 

The report largely focused on the 
Pardon and Parole Board’s com-
mutation decisions from 2019 to 
mid-2021. It noted that the board’s 
processes have improved since a 
new executive director, Tom Bates, 
took over. 

“The evidence also indicates that 
the overall push at the board was 
‘volume’ over anything else, and 
‘corners were cut’ and ‘processes 
were ignored’ in order to get the 
highest number of people onto the 
commutation dockets,” the report 
said. 

The Anderson case

The grand jury singled out the 
commutation case of Lawrence 
Paul Anderson, who first applied for 
commutation in January 2019 and 
was denied for being at a high risk 
to re-offend. Despite board rules 
forbidding applying again for three 
years, Anderson applied in August 
2019, just seven months later. 

“Despite being unlawfully 
re-docketed within the three-year 
period, which was clear from a cur-
sory reading of the second applica-
tion, Anderson was recommended 
for commutation,” the report said. 
“After his release, Anderson is 
alleged to have killed three people, 
cutting the heart out of one victim, 
as well as allegedly killing a small 
child.” 

Anderson was charged in 
February 2021 with three counts 
of first-degree murder in Grady 
County. His case has been high-
lighted extensively by a “dark 
money” political action committee 
called Sooner State Leadership 
Fund, which has criticized Stitt’s 
commutation actions and his record 
on criminal justice reform. 

Testimony to the grand jury 
indicated at least one member of 
the board’s administrative staff was 
aware of the Anderson case being 
docketed for commutation in error. 
But it wasn’t brought to the atten-
tion of the board or the governor’s 
office. 

“Failure to notify the governor 
immediately of this error also pre-
vented the governor’s office from 
denying the recommendation to 
commute Anderson’s sentence,” the 
report said. “A tragedy may have 
been prevented.” 

Meanwhile, the grand jury crit-
icized Stitt’s actions regarding his 
appointees to the Pardon and Parole 

Board and said “improper political 
pressure was placed upon some 
board members.” Without speci-
fying when or which board mem-
bers, the report said Stitt met with 
appointees as a group before their 
appointment. The meeting included 
discussions of upcoming votes on 
paroles, pardons and commutations, 
as well as the possible dismissal of 
the then-director of the agency. 

While the report called Stitt’s 
actions “grossly improper,” it noted 
it had no legal authority to accuse 
the governor of official misconduct, 
which can only be done in impeach-
ment proceedings. 

“The governor of Oklahoma’s 
actions in this regard was not 
criminal,” the grand jury said in a 
footnote. 

The governor’s office, which 
appoints three members of the 
five-member Pardon and Parole 
Board, called the grand jury report 
“the latest in a string of unfounded 
hit jobs by the Oklahoma County 
district attorney and other political 
insiders.”

“Oklahomans elected Gov. Stitt 
with the most votes in state history 
because they wanted a fresh set of 
eyes on all areas of state govern-
ment, and he is carrying out the will 
of the voters by ensuring that board 
appointees are aligned with vision 
to protect the taxpayers, preserve 
public safety and root out any 
and all corruption,” said Charlie 
Hannema, Stitt’s chief of communi-
cations. 

The grand jury said the board 
lacks objective criteria that would 
guide their commutation decisions 
and recommended “a panel of 
citizens be convened to discuss and 
promulgate objective criteria that 
should be considered in the com-
mutation process.” 

As well as the Pardon and Parole 
Board, the grand jury’s final report 
looked at how the Legislature 
polices conflicts of interests among 
its members. It recommended the 
House and Senate change their rules 
to make clear a member with a con-
flict declare their interests publicly 
and not vote on bills covering that 
interest. The grand jury said the 
Legislature should also adopt rules 
for conflict-of-interest statements. 
It suggested the attorney general or 
the Oklahoma Ethics Commission 
should be involved in those state-
ments. 

“We find that the substantial Con-
stitutional barriers to legislator con-
flicts of interest are not subject to 
continual House or Senate scrutiny 
and enforcement, but apparently are 
left up to each individual legislative 
member to self-enforce,” the report 
said. 
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PAUL MONIES  has been a reporter with 
Oklahoma Watch since 2017 and 
covers state agencies and public 
health. Contact him at (571) 319-
3289 or pmonies@oklahomawatch.
org. Follow him on Twitter @
pmonies.

Grand Jury Criticizes Gov. Kevin Stitt, 
Pardon and Parole Board Over Commutation 

JUSTICE SYSTEM

BY PAUL MONIES
OKLAHOMA WATCH

The entrance to the Pardon and Parole Board office in Oklahoma City is seen on March 17, 2021. WHITNEY BRYEN/OKLAHOMA 
WATCH

CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICE
OKLAHOMA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
LAWS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR AN 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

In accordance with Title 37, Section 
522 and Title 37A Section 2-141 Chow 
Vang,  25555 E. 87th Pl. S. Broken 
Arrow OK 74014   (name & address of 
individual, partners, limited partnership, 
corporation, or limited liability 
company) an/a Individual  (individual, 
partnership, limited partnership, 
corporation, limited liability company) 
hereby publishes notice of her (his, her,  
its, their) intention to apply within sixty 
days from this date to the Oklahoma 
Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement 
Commission for a Retail  Store (Beer 
& Wine, Brewer, Distiller, Rectifier, 
Winemaker, wholesaler, Class B, Retail 
Store, Mixed Beverage , Bottle Club, 
Caterer, or Caterer/Mixed Beverage 
Combination) License under authority 
of and in compliance with the said Act:  
That she (he, she, it or they)  Intend (s), 
if granted such a license to operate 
as a Retail Liquor Store  (Beer & Wine , 
Brewer, Distiller, Rectifier, Winemaker, 
Wholesaler, Class B, Retail Store, Mixed 
Beverage, Bottle Club, Caterer, or 
Caterer/Mixed Beverage Combination)  
establishment with business premises 
located at 11512 East 21st Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74129. (full street address 
or legal description) in Tulsa (City), 
Tulsa (County), Oklahoma, under the 
business name of World Liquors

Dated this 4th day of May 2022

Signature of applicant (s):  If partnership, 
all partners must sign.  If corporation, an 
officer of the corporation must sign.  If 
limited liability company, a manager 
must sign.

Chow Vang  County of Tulsa, 
State of Oklahoma.

Before me, the undersigned notary 
public, personally appeared;
Chow Vang to me known to be the 
person (s) described in and who 
executed the foregoing application and 
acknowledged that she executed the 
same as her free act and deed.

Rose Anna Woods               05-14-2023 
(Notary Public) (My commission expires)
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WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
REAL ESTATE AUCTION  —  Brick 
Home, 3 Bedroom & 2 Bathroom 
(Live & Online) | Personal Property 
Auction (Online Only) | May 
13 | LOCATION: Clinton, OK | 
WigginsAuctioneers.com, 800-375-
3773 

ONLINE AUCTION
ONLINE AUCTION, Wed., May 24, 
6 p.m.: ‘17 Ford F150 | ’20 UTV | 
Restaurant Equip. & Furniture | Grow 
Tents | Display Cases | Furniture & 
Home Decor | Barbie’s | MORE! | 
WigginsAuctioneers.com

VINYL SALES & INSTALLERS
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS. National 
roof and siding company now hiring  
experienced installers and sales 
people. Significantly above avg. pay. 
All expenses paid. Paid weekly. 800-
286-1607, Ext. 1.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 
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CORVETTE

FOR INFO CALL
405-831-9785

’98 Corvette –  
16,000 + miles. 

Removable glass  
panels. Torch Red. 

$29,500
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in piles to be cut 
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3 DRESS PANTS
FOR ONLY $99
Other Sales too!
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of May & June

Pinpoint Resource 
Fine Wear of OKC

50 Penn Place
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800-664-4856

NEW METAL ROOFS INSTALLED
—AS LOW AS—

✓  LIMITED TIME 
✓  $1,000 OFF
✓  VINYL SIDING
 AND WINDOWS

800-664-4856

NEW METAL ROOFS INSTALLED
—AS LOW AS—

✓  LIMITED TIME 
✓  $1,000 OFF
✓  VINYL SIDING
 AND WINDOWS

FREE
ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES

— ONLINE ONLY—
EYLER MOVING AUCTION

Items Located at 
20304 S SHERIDAN RD, MOUNDS, OK

Pickup Day: May 17, 10 am-7 pm,  
and May 18, 9 am-6 pm

2008 F150, 2005 Chevy 3500, 
trailers, finish mower, tractor  
implements, lawn equipment, 
oilfield equipment, power tools, 
fishing gear, office furniture, 
outdoor furniture, antiques, 
catering & entertaining supplies. 
Something for everyone.

See  
www.KenCarpenterAuction.com 

to see items & bid.

Call Aaron Owens for questions  
405-229-2973

KEN CARPENTER AUCTION & REALTY LLC

405-620-1524
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20304 S SHERIDAN RD, MOUNDS, OK

Pickup Day: May 17, 10 am-7 pm,  
and May 18, 9 am-6 pm

2008 F150, 2005 Chevy 3500, trailers, finish 
mower, tractor implements, lawn equipment, 
oilfield equipment, power tools, fishing gear, 
office furniture, outdoor furniture, antiques, 
catering & entertaining supplies. Something 
for everyone.

See  
www.KenCarpenterAuction.com  

to see items & bid.

Call Aaron Owens for questions   

405-229-2973
KEN CARPENTER AUCTION & REALTY LLC

405-620-1524

SATURDAY, MAY 14
AT NOON

Apache Auction Market 
Apache, OK

Selling bred cows and pairs off local ranches.
COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL

For more information on buying or consigning

888-926-9696
www.stockmanoklahoma.com

3.08” x 4” 3.75” x 4”
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Apache Auction Market 
Apache, OK

Selling bred cows and pairs off local ranches. COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL
For more information on buying or consigning

888-926-9696
www.stockmanoklahoma.com

RESCHEDULED
SPECIAL COW SALE

RESCHEDULED
SPECIAL COW SALE
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Black Motorcyclists descended on Greenwood last weekend by the 
hundreds for the Black Wall Street Bikers Rally. They rode in on a 
daunting array of bikes- Indian Chieftains, Triumph Tridents, Ya-

maha Teneres, and of course, all manner of Harley Davidsons. They came 
from all over Oklahoma and as far away as Florida and California. There 
were members of the Elite Boss Ridaz from Dallas, The Buffalo Soldiers 
& Troopers Motorcycle Club from Chicago, the Chrome Cruisers from 
Texas, and many more. 

And, of course, they partied!  Some picnicked on fried chicken and 
sweet potato pies from Wanda J’s; others did the electric slide along with 
Archer and Greenwood; others sat back in the sun, and people watched.

The organizers, led by Oklahoma Home Builders Association President 
Brandon Jackson, put on a big show.  They invited an array of performers, 
highlighted by the gospel singer Fred Hammond to entertain the crowds. 
Hammond and other singing and danced groups performed on a makeshift 
stage at the intersection of Archer and Greenwood. 

“Entertainment is always great, but we also wanted to use this oppor-
tunity to educate people about the history of Greenwood and Black Wall 
Street,” Marcus Bowlin, a lead planner of the event.

Greenwood storyteller Princetta Rudd Newman staged a short play 
about the history of Greenwood. She wowed the crowd with a narration 
of how Greenwood and Black Wall Street started. Various characters took 
to the stage, playing the parts of California Taylor, O.W. Gurley, and other 
historical characters from the early days of Greenwood. 

“This was a great way to introduce people to an important chapter of 
Greenwood history,” Rudd-Newman said. 

Many of the bikers took advantage of free tours of the Greenwood Dis-
trict.  Others visited the Greenwood Rising History Center, where docents 
also gave tours. 

Black Bikers rally on 
Greenwood 

By GARY LEE
THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

Scenes from the Black 
Wall Street Bikers 
Rally held on May 
13 and 14. Bikers 
gathered from around 
Oklahoma and across 
the country. Events 
included a mini-play 
about Black Wall Street, 
tours of the Greenwood 
Historic District, and 
performances on a 
stage at Archer and 
Greenwood. GARY 
LEE / THE OKLAHOMA 
EAGLE
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JACKSON, Miss. — If you are Black or Hispanic in a 
conservative state that already limits access to abortions, 
you are far more likely than a white woman to have one. 

And if the U.S. Supreme Court allows states to fur-
ther restrict or even ban abortions, minority women who 
already face limited access to health care will bear the 
brunt of it, according to statistics analyzed by The Asso-
ciated Press. 

The potential impact on minority women became all 
the more clear on May 2, with the leak of a draft Su-
preme Court opinion suggesting the court’s conservative 
majority is poised to overturn the landmark 1973 deci-
sion legalizing abortion. 

When it comes to the effect on minority women, the 
numbers are unambiguous. In Mississippi, people of 
color comprise 44% of the population but 81% of wom-
en receiving abortions, according to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, which tracks health statistics. 

In Texas, they’re 59% of the population and 74% of 
those receiving abortions. The numbers in Alabama are 
35% and 69%. In Louisiana, people of color represent 
42% of the population, according to the state Health De-
partment, and about 72% of those receiving abortions. 

“Abortion restrictions are racist,” said Cathy Torres, 
an organizing manager with Frontera Fund, a Texas or-
ganization that helps women pay for abortions. “They 
directly impact people of color, Black, brown, Indig-
enous people ... people who are trying to make ends 
meet.” 

Why the great disparities?  
Laurie Bertram Roberts, executive director of the 

Alabama-based Yellowhammer Fund, which provides 
financial support for women seeking abortion, said 
women of color in states with restrictive abortion laws 
often have limited access to health care and a lack of 
choices for effective birth control. Schools often have 
ineffective or inadequate sex education. 

If abortions are outlawed, those same women — of-
ten poor — will likely have the hardest time traveling 
to distant parts of the country to terminate pregnancies 
or raising children they might struggle to afford, said 
Roberts, who is Black and once volunteered at Missis-
sippi’s only abortion clinic. 

“We’re talking about folks who are already margin-
alized,” Roberts said. 

Regardless of what legislators say, Torres insisted, 
the intent is to target women of color, to control their 

NATIONAL
The Oklahoma Eagle

The Jackson Women’s Health Organization clinic, a state-licensed abortion clinic in Jackson, Miss., is seen on May 19, 
2021. Also known as “The Pink House,” it is shrouded with a black tarp so that its clients may enter in privacy.

AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS, FILE

FEATURE
New reparations focus: Black 
enclaves lost to development 
“We had stores. People owned 
things. Money was circulating 
around,” B2

BLM’s Patrisse 
Cullors denies 
wrongdoingB2

By EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS 
and LEAH WILLINGHAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

bodies: “They know who these restric-
tions are going to affect. They know 
that, but they don’t care.” 

But Andy Gipson, a former member of 
the Mississippi Legislature who is now 
the state’s agriculture and commerce 
commissioner, said race had nothing to 
do with passage of Mississippi’s law 
against abortion after the 15th week, 
which is now before the Supreme Court. 

“It’s about saving lives of the unborn 
and the lives and health of the mother, 
regardless of what color they are,” said 
Gipson, a white Republican who is also 
a Baptist minister. 

Not the case for minority women 
To those who say that forcing wom-

en to have babies will subject them to 
hardships, Mississippi Attorney General 
Lynn Fitch, a white Republican, said it is 
“easier for working mothers to balance 
professional success and family life” 
than it was 49 years ago when Roe was 
decided. 

Fitch, who is divorced, often points to 
her own experience of working outside 
the home while raising three children. 
But Fitch grew up in an affluent family 
and has worked in the legal profession 
— both factors that can give working 
women the means and the flexibility to 
get help raising children. 

That’s not the case for many minority 
women in Mississippi or elsewhere. Ad-
vocates say in many places where abor-
tion services are being curtailed, there’s 
little support for women who carry a 
baby to term. 

Across the country, U.S. Census Bu-
reau information analyzed by the AP 
shows fewer Black and Hispanic wom-
en have health insurance, especially in 
states with tight abortion restrictions. 
For example, in Texas, Mississippi and 
Georgia, at least 16% of Black women 
and 36% of Latinas were uninsured in 
2019, some of the highest such rates in 
the country. 

Problems are compounded in states 
without effective education programs 
about reproduction. Mississippi law says 
sex education in public schools must 

emphasize abstinence to avoid pregnan-
cy and sexually transmitted diseases. 
Discussion of abortion is forbidden, and 
instructors may not demonstrate how to 
use condoms or other contraception. 

The Mississippi director for Planned 
Parenthood Southeast, Tyler Harden, is 
a 26-year-old Black woman who had 
an abortion about five years ago, an ex-
perience that drove her to a career sup-
porting pregnant women and preserving 
abortion rights. 

She said when she was attending 
public school in rural Mississippi, she 
didn’t learn about birth control. When 
she became pregnant at 21, she knew 
she wanted an abortion. Her mother was 
battling cancer and Harden was in her 
last semester of college without a job or 
a place to live after graduation. 

She said she was made to feel fear 
and shame, just as she had during sex 
ed classes. When she went to the clin-
ic, she said protesters told her she was 
“’killing the most precious gift’” from 
God and that she was “`killing a Black 
baby, playing into what white suprema-
cists want.’” 

Tanya Britton, a former president of 
Pro-Life Mississippi, often drives three 
hours from her home in the northern part 
of the state to pray outside the abortion 
clinic in Jackson. Britton is Black, and 
she said it’s a tragedy that the number 
of Black babies aborted since Roe would 
equal the population of several large cit-
ies. She also said people are too casual 
about terminating pregnancies. 

“You just can’t take the life of some-
one because this is not convenient — ‘I 
want to finish my education,’” Britton 
said. “You wouldn’t kill your 2-year-old 
because you were in graduate school.” 

But state Rep. Zakiya Summers of 
Jackson, who is Black and a mother, 
suggested there’s nothing casual about 
what poor women are doing. Receiv-
ing little support, they sometimes must 
make hard decisions. 

“Women are just out here trying to 
survive, you know?” she said. “And 
Mississippi doesn’t make it any easier.” 

It’s about 
saving lives 
of the unborn 
and the lives 
and health of 
the mother, 
regardless of 
what color 
they are...

“

ROE V. WADE, 
410 U.S. 113 (1973)

No, insists Patrisse Cullors, 
former leader of the Black 
Lives Matter Global Network 
Foundation:

WITH ABORTION IN JEOPARDY, MINORITY 
WOMEN HAVE MOST TO LOSE

MAY 13-19, 2022



PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Terrell 
Osborne knows well what happens 
when urban renewal comes to com-
munities of color. 

As a child growing up in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, in the 1950s 
and 1960s, huge swaths of his 
neighborhood of Lippitt Hill, a 
center of Black life at the foot of 
the stately homes of the city’s elite 
East Side, were taken by eminent 
domain for redevelopment projects. 

Hundreds of Black families and 
dozens of minority small busi-
nesses across some 30 acres were 
bulldozed. In their place rose an 
apartment complex catering to 
downtown workers and students 
and faculty at nearby Brown Uni-
versity, as well as a shopping plaza 
now anchored by a Whole Foods 
and a Starbucks. 

Meanwhile, Black families like 
the Osbornes were scattered across 
the city and never compensated. 

“We had stores. People owned 
things. Money was circulating 
around,” said Osborne, who now 
lives on Providence’s South Side. 
“There was a whole community 
there, and they just took that neigh-
borhood and we never got anything 
for it. Not even as much as a thank 
you.” 

As Providence gears up to pro-
vide reparations to Black residents 
for centuries of injustices, city 
officials are looking beyond the 
city’s leading role in the Colonial 
transatlantic slave trade. 

They’re looking to atone, at least 
initially, for what happened during 
urban renewal efforts of the late 
20th century, a period that saw 
Black and Native American com-
munities such as Lippitt Hill razed 
to make way for new residential 
and business developments that 
paved the way for the city’s modern 
economy, anchored around its 
universities and hospitals. 

The approach builds off the 
blueprint in Evanston, a Chicago 
suburb that became the first in the 
nation to begin paying reparations 
last year with a program providing 
Black residents grants for mortgage 

payments and home repairs, in ac-
knowledgement of the historic dis-
crimination Black people endured 
when trying to buy homes. 

By making progress on such 
modern day wrongs, communities 
can hopefully start to overcome 
longstanding resistance to repa-
rations, says Justin Hansford, a 
professor at Howard University’s 
law school who spearheads the Af-
rican American Redress Network, 
which tracks reparations efforts 
nationwide. 

Local cities and towns, college 
and even states are increasingly 
taking up reparations as efforts at 
the federal level have gone no-
where. Harvard University an-
nounced last week it’ll spend $100 
million to atone for its slave ties 
while California is pioneering a 
statewide task force on reparations. 

“We know its a losing conver-
sation to talk about slavery in 
the 1600s,” said Raymond “Two 
Hawks” Watson, a member of 
Providence’s recently formed rep-
arations commission whose family 
has long lived in the Lippitt Hill 
area. “But we also know we don’t 
have to go that far back. We know 
what happened with urban renewal 
and we can see what’s happening 
with gentrification. We’re able to 
show this is just a continuation of 
what’s been going on for centu-
ries.” 

Providence’s efforts also notably 
look to use some $15 million in 
federal COVID-19 funds to jump-
start reparations work, something 
other city leaders have pursued 
recently. 

In Athens, Georgia, Mayor Kelly 
Girtz says his proposed budget calls 
for using pandemic relief money 
to establish a housing fund for 
Black residents akin to Evanston’s. 
Athens, like Providence, seeks to 
atone for the razing of the Black 
neighborhood of Linnentown to 
make way for University of Geor-
gia dormitories and parking lots in 
the 1960s. 

In Providence, centuries of dis-
crimination have left communities 
of color far poorer than white en-
claves: Median household income 
on the affluent, largely white East 
Side is nearly $180,000 a year, 
compared to nearly $19,000 in the 

city’s predominantly Black and 
Latino South Side. 

On Lippitt Hill, families weren’t 
compensated but instead offered 
priority in claiming a unit in the 
new residential development, 
which became known as Universi-
ty Heights, says Osborne. But the 
modern apartments were financially 
out of reach for most. 

Cheryl Taylor, whose family was 
forced to move and shutter their 
repair business on Lippitt Hill to 
make way for another develop-
ment, hopes the reparations process 
can help Black residents purchase 
their own homes. The few like her 
who remain living nearby are rent-
ers in an increasingly unaffordable 
part of town. 

“They’re all white. I don’t know 
these people,” Taylor says of the 
neighborhood’s newer residents. 

Looking back, Osborne wonders 
if the destruction of his old neigh-
borhood was an effort to dilute the 
growing power of the city’s Black 
community. 

Osborne’s family was among 
a number of working class but 
upwardly mobile Black households 
on the hillside that separates the 
East Side from downtown. 

His grandfather, Clarence “Legs” 
Osborne, was a trumpeter who 
played with Count Basie, Duke 
Ellington and other famous Black 
musical acts. His uncle, Jeffrey 
Osborne, went on to become a 
Grammy-nominated R&B singer 
with a string of hits in the 1980s, 
including “On the Wings of Love.” 

Osborne, who heads a Provi-
dence organization that provides 
musical opportunities to youths, 
says he’d like to see the city estab-
lish a college scholarship fund or 
programs to help Black residents 
build equity, rather than making 
direct payouts to impacted families 
like his. 

“The question with reparations 
is always where do you start. Why 
not start with something that’s tan-
gible?” he said. “We’re here. We’re 
not buried in the past, and we know 
something should have happened 
then. Maybe now is the time.”
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Terrell Osborne, of Providence, R.I., stands for a portrait in front of an antique shop, that was a general store in the early 1960s, in what 
was then known as the Lippitt Hill neighborhood. As a child growing up in Providence in the late 1950s and 1960s, he watched as huge 
swaths of his 30-acre neighborhood of Lippitt Hill, a center of Black life at the foot of the stately homes of the city’s elite East Side, were 
taken by eminent domain for redevelopment projects. The general store was just outside the area of demolition.

New reparations focus: Black 
enclaves lost to development 

By PHILIP MARCELO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — No, insists 
Patrisse Cullors, former leader 
of the Black Lives Matter Global 
Network Foundation: Despite 
allegations of financial impropri-
eties, neither she nor anyone else 
in leadership misused millions of 
dollars in donations. 
But in an interview with The As-
sociated Press, Cullors acknowl-
edged that BLM was ill-pre-
pared to handle a tidal wave of 
contributions in the aftermath 
of protests over George Floyd’s 
death at the hands of Minneap-
olis police in 2020. She said the 
foundation was slow to build the 
necessary groundwork. 

She and others offered insights 
into the growing pains of an 
organization that went from an 
idea to a global brand, almost in 
an instant. 
“On paper, it looks crazy,” she 
said. “We use this term in our 
movement a lot, which is we’re 
building the plane while flying it. 
I don’t believe in that anymore. 
The only regret I have with BLM 
is wishing that we could have 
paused for one to two years, to 
just not do any work and just 
focus on the infrastructure.” 
Recent disclosures that the foun-
dation had paid $6 million for a 
Los Angeles compound in 2020 

BLM’s Patrisse Cullors 
denies wrongdoing 

By PHILIP MARCELO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CULLORS CONTINUED ON B4
PHOTO GALLERY
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ABOVE. Cheryl Taylor, of Providence, R.I., stands for a portrait, in front of 
housing built on the spot where her family’s home was demolished in the 
early 1960s as part of an urban renewal project, in Providence. Taylor, who 
grew up on Lippitt Hill and still lives nearby, hopes the reparations process 
can help Black residents purchase their own homes so that long standing 
residents can benefit as the neighborhood continues to gentrify.  STEVEN 
SENNE/AP

TOP In this still frame from circa 1960 WPRI-TV 
newsreel footage, provided by the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, a boy walks through an area 
then known as the Lippitt Hill neighborhood, in 
Providence, R.I., where homes were demolished. 
Residential structures in the 30-acre Lippitt Hill 
neighborhood, a center of Black life at the foot of 
the stately homes of the city’s elite East Side, were 
taken by eminent domain in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s and demolished to clear the area for 
redevelopment projects. WPRI-TV/RHODE ISLAND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ABOVE In this still frame from circa 1961 WJAR-
TV newsreel footage, provided by the Rhode 
Island Historical Society, an armored military 
vehicle is used to demolish a residential building 
in what was then known as the Lippitt Hill 
neighborhood, in Providence, R.I. WPRI-TV/
RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LEFT A wall with a mural separates a housing 
development, top, from a seating area behind 
a mall, in Providence, R.I. The apartments, the 
mall, and the wall were build after huge swaths of 
the 30-acre neighborhood, then known as Lippitt 
Hill, a center of Black life at the foot of the stately 
homes of the city’s elite East Side, were taken 
by eminent domain in the late 1950s and early 
1960s, and demolished before the construction of 
redevelopment projects. STEVEN SENNE/AP

ABOVE Cars are parked in front of a housing complex, in Providence, R.I. The housing complex was built after huge swaths of the 30-acre 
neighborhood once known as Lippitt Hill. STEVEN SENNE/AP

UPPER LEFT A commemorative plaque for Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Jeffrey Osborne is attached to a pole in the neighborhood he 
grew up in, in Providence, R.I. Osborne is an uncle of Terrell Osborne, who as a child growing up in Providence in the late 1950s and 1960s 
saw huge swaths of his 30-acre neighborhood of Lippitt Hill. STEVEN SENNE/AP

BOTTOM LEFT. Ray “Two Hawks” Watson, of Providence, R.I., stands in front of the University Heights apartments in what was once known as 
the Lippitt Hill neighborhood, in Providence. Watson is a member of Providence’s recently formed reparations commission whose family 
has long lived in the Lippitt Hill area. STEVEN SENNE/AP
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property in Studio City -- includ-
ing a home with six bedrooms and 
bathrooms, a swimming pool, a 
soundstage and office space -- is 
meant to be both a meeting venue 
and a campus for Black artists. 
Some criticism came from BLM 
supporters like Justin Hansford, 
director of the Thurgood Marshall 
Civil Rights Center at Howard 
University. He said the property 
purchase could be weaponized 
by movement opponents, leading 
possible donors to shy away from 
Black-led social justice organiza-
tions: “That’s the thing that you 
don’t want to get out of hand.” 
Cullors defended the purchase. 
“We really wanted to make sure 
that the global network foundation 
had an asset that wasn’t just finan-
cial resources,” she said, “and we 
understood that not many Black-
led organizations have property. 
They don’t own their property.” 
Cullors said she had made mis-
takes and even some regrettable 
choices that haven’t fostered trust. 
She acknowledged she had used 
the BLM property twice for per-
sonal purposes. 
But the 38-year-old bestselling 
author and artist angrily and ada-
mantly denied accusations that she 
had personally benefited in the six 
years she guided the BLM foun-
dation, including media reports 
that she had purchased homes for 
herself and members of her family. 
“The idea that (the foundation) 
received millions of dollars and 
then I hid those dollars in my bank 
account is absolutely false,” she 
said. “That’s a false narrative. 
It’s impacted me personally and 
professionally, that people would 
accuse me of stealing from Black 
people.” 

BLM’s origins 

BLM first appeared as a Twit-
ter hashtag following the 2013 
acquittal of George Zimmerman, 
the neighborhood watch volunteer 
who killed 17-year-old Trayvon 
Martin in Florida. The next year, 
the death of Michael Brown at 
the hands of police in Ferguson, 
Missouri, saw the movement’s 
emergence in the political realm. 
Along with BLM co-founders Ali-
cia Garza and Ayọ Tometi, Cullors 
pledged to build a decentralized 
movement governed by consensus. 
As donations and support grew, 
an array of local BLM chapters 
transformed into a nonprofit orga-
nization. 
BLM protests in the summer after 
Floyd’s death in May 2020 became 
the largest mobilization of a 
movement in U.S. history. Cullors 
said she became the foundation’s 
full-time executive director that 
year, charged with ensuring it had 
the organizational infrastructure to 
handle the massive influx of dona-
tions and would use the resources 
to further its mission. 

Just over a year ago, the foun-
dation announced a $90 million 
fundraising haul. That announce-
ment drew sharp criticisms over 
access to donor funds, as well as 
broader calls for openness from 
activists in several local BLM 
chapters and from the families of 
police brutality victims who had 
rallied to the movement. 
Cullors acknowledged that a lack 
of transparency about the foun-
dation’s board and staffing drove 
perceptions that things were amiss. 
And when the organization was 
transparent -- revealing that it 
had raised millions -- the reaction 
wasn’t what she expected. 
“I thought practicing radical trans-
parency with Black people would 
have been received well,” she 
said. “What was unhelpful about 
releasing it was not getting enough 
people allying with us about it. We 
weren’t the only organization to 
receive millions of dollars.” 
Then Cullors resigned as foun-
dation director to work on per-
sonal projects -- a departure that 
had long been planned, and was 
unconnected with any alleged 
improprieties, she said. 
In addition to promoting her 
latest book, “An Abolitionist’s 
Handbook: 12 Steps to Changing 
Yourself and the World,” Cullors 
is focused on the Crenshaw Dairy 
Mart. It’s a former convenience 
store in Los Angeles that was con-
verted into an artist collective and 
gallery, which overlaps with her 
activism on criminal justice issues. 
Cullors is also well into a multi-
year programming development 
deal with Warner Bros. 
In the year since her resignation, 
the BLM foundation hasn’t hired 
new leadership or publicly dis-
cussed plans for money still sitting 
in its coffers. 
Two veteran civil rights organizers 
who were announced last May as 
interim senior executives for the 
foundation said they never began 
serving in that capacity, citing in 
a statement a failure to reach an 
agreement with BLM’s leader-
ship council about the scope of 
their work and decision-making 
authority. 
It was only earlier this month that 
the foundation announced a new 
board of directors, which lead-
ers said will grow in the coming 
months. 
And it was only recently that the 
foundation caught up with its 
financial filings: In California, 
where it had been deemed delin-
quent in submitting required chari-
ty disclosures from 2020, the state 
Registry of Charitable Trusts now 
shows the foundation is current. 
Records show a small number of 
people with responsibility over the 
foundation. A 990 filing submitted 
to the IRS for January through 
June 2020, lists Cullors as an 
uncompensated executive director 
and the foundation’s only employ-
ee. At that point, still under the 
fiscal sponsorship of a well-estab-
lished charity, the BLM founda-
tion reported no revenue, assets, 
contributions or expenses. 

The filing lists just two board 
members, including Shalomyah 
Bowers, who is the president at 
Bowers Consulting, a firm that has 
provided operational support to the 
BLM foundation for two years. 
In a phone interview, Bowers said 
the organization had been working 
since Cullors’ departure to sort out 
its infrastructure. He said the orga-
nization underwent an independent 
financial audit which, along with 
the expected May release of its 
latest 990 filing, will show that 
“nothing impermissible or nefar-
ious has happened” with BLM’s 
finances. 
“We are now a foundation that 
is deeply devoted to investing in 
organizations that are committed 
to doing the work of abolition 
(and) committed to building Black 
power,” he said. 

The issues 

Cullors is far from the only Black 
activist to withstand questions 
about her money, her motivations 
and her leadership. Elders in the 
civil rights struggle often speak 
of attacks, both from within and 
outside of the movement, meant to 
discredit or stop social change. 
On May 14, Candace Owens, 
the Black conservative political 
pundit and opponent of the BLM 
movement, arrived uninvited with 
a camera crew at Cullors’ Los 
Angeles-area home. In an Insta-
gram video shared with millions 
of followers, Owens said she was 
there to film a documentary about 
BLM’s finances and ask questions 
about the foundation’s property 
(which is not at the same address 
as Cullors’ home). 
“The constant harassment, online 
and offline, that I’ve experienced 
is unacceptable and dangerous,” 
Cullors said. 
Still, legitimate questions of 
accountability should not be 
dismissed, said Garza, the BLM 
co-founder who was not involved 
in the BLM organization after 
2015. 
“I think it is important to be 
transparent about what is actually 
happening,” Garza said. “And my 
assessment is that because there 
was a lack of response (to pub-
lic questions), specifically from 
the global network foundation, it 
allowed for people to fill in the 
blanks.” 
She added: “If there is impropriety 
(in the foundation), we should talk 
about it. I don’t think we should 
sweep that under the rug, but we 
haven’t established that.” 
Cullors knows that she gave critics 
an opening when she issued a 
statement denying suggestions 
that she had lived at the Studio 
City property or taken advantage 
of it for personal gain. She later 
acknowledged to the AP that, 
during a four-day stay at the prop-
erty, she had used the compound 
for purposes that were not strictly 
business. 
She said in January 2021, while 
seeking refuge at the property 
amid threats on her life, she hosted 

a small party to celebrate the inau-
guration of Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris. The gathering included 
about 15 people, including BLM 
Los Angeles chapter members 
and other prominent movement 
supporters, she said. 

And in March 2021, she held a 
private birthday party for her son 
at the property, for which Cullors 
said she intended to pay a rental 
fee to the foundation. The foun-
dation confirmed it had billed her, 
and it said it was reviewing its 
policies to prevent such uses in the 
future. 
Cullors said, in hindsight, she 
should not have used the property 
that way. 
“I look back at that and think, that 
probably wasn’t the best idea,” she 
said.PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Ter-
rell Osborne knows well what hap-
pens when urban renewal comes to 
communities of color. 

As a child growing up in 
Providence, Rhode Island, in the 
1950s and 1960s, huge swaths of 
his neighborhood of Lippitt Hill, 
a center of Black life at the foot of 
the stately homes of the city’s elite 
East Side, were taken by eminent 
domain for redevelopment proj-
ects. 

Hundreds of Black families and 
dozens of minority small busi-
nesses across some 30 acres were 
bulldozed. In their place rose an 
apartment complex catering to 
downtown workers and students 
and faculty at nearby Brown Uni-
versity, as well as a shopping plaza 
now anchored by a Whole Foods 
and a Starbucks. 

Meanwhile, Black families like 
the Osbornes were scattered across 
the city and never compensated. 

“We had stores. People owned 
things. Money was circulating 
around,” said Osborne, who now 
lives on Providence’s South Side. 
“There was a whole communi-
ty there, and they just took that 
neighborhood and we never got 
anything for it. Not even as much 
as a thank you.” 

As Providence gears up to pro-
vide reparations to Black residents 
for centuries of injustices, city 
officials are looking beyond the 
city’s leading role in the Colonial 
transatlantic slave trade. 

They’re looking to atone, at least 
initially, for what happened during 
urban renewal efforts of the late 
20th century, a period that saw 
Black and Native American com-
munities such as Lippitt Hill razed 
to make way for new residential 
and business developments that 
paved the way for the city’s mod-
ern economy, anchored around its 
universities and hospitals. 

The approach builds off the 
blueprint in Evanston, a Chicago 
suburb that became the first in 
the nation to begin paying repa-
rations last year with a program 
providing Black residents grants 
for mortgage payments and home 
repairs, in acknowledgement of 
the historic discrimination Black 
people endured when trying to buy 
homes. 

By making progress on such 
modern day wrongs, communities 
can hopefully start to overcome 
longstanding resistance to repa-
rations, says Justin Hansford, a 
professor at Howard University’s 
law school who spearheads the Af-
rican American Redress Network, 
which tracks reparations efforts 
nationwide. 

Local cities and towns, college 
and even states are increasingly 
taking up reparations as efforts 
at the federal level have gone 
nowhere. Harvard University 
announced last week it’ll spend 
$100 million to atone for its slave 
ties while California is pioneering 
a statewide task force on repara-
tions. 

“We know its a losing conver-
sation to talk about slavery in 
the 1600s,” said Raymond “Two 
Hawks” Watson, a member of 
Providence’s recently formed rep-
arations commission whose family 
has long lived in the Lippitt Hill 
area. “But we also know we don’t 
have to go that far back. We know 
what happened with urban renewal 
and we can see what’s happening 
with gentrification. We’re able to 
show this is just a continuation of 
what’s been going on for centu-
ries.” 

Providence’s efforts also notably 
look to use some $15 million in 
federal COVID-19 funds to jump-
start reparations work, something 
other city leaders have pursued 
recently. 

In Athens, Georgia, Mayor Kelly 
Girtz says his proposed budget 
calls for using pandemic relief 
money to establish a housing fund 
for Black residents akin to Evan-
ston’s. Athens, like Providence, 
seeks to atone for the razing of the 
Black neighborhood of Linnen-
town to make way for University 
of Georgia dormitories and park-
ing lots in the 1960s. 

In Providence, centuries of dis-
crimination have left communities 
of color far poorer than white en-
claves: Median household income 
on the affluent, largely white East 
Side is nearly $180,000 a year, 
compared to nearly $19,000 in the 
city’s predominantly Black and 
Latino South Side. 

On Lippitt Hill, families weren’t 
compensated but instead offered 
priority in claiming a unit in the 
new residential development, 
which became known as Universi-
ty Heights, says Osborne. But the 
modern apartments were financial-
ly out of reach for most. 

Cheryl Taylor, whose family 
was forced to move and shutter 
their repair business on Lippitt Hill 
to make way for another devel-
opment, hopes the reparations 
process can help Black residents 
purchase their own homes. The 
few like her who remain living 
nearby are renters in an increasing-
ly unaffordable part of town. 

“They’re all white. I don’t know 
these people,” Taylor says of the 
neighborhood’s newer residents. 

Looking back, Osborne wonders 
if the destruction of his old neigh-
borhood was an effort to dilute the 
growing power of the city’s Black 
community. 

Osborne’s family was among a 
number of working class but up-
wardly mobile Black households 
on the hillside that separates the 
East Side from downtown. 

His grandfather, Clarence 
“Legs” Osborne, was a trumpeter 
who played with Count Basie, 
Duke Ellington and other famous 
Black musical acts. His uncle, Jef-
frey Osborne, went on to become 
a Grammy-nominated R&B singer 
with a string of hits in the 1980s, 
including “On the Wings of Love.” 

Osborne, who heads a Provi-
dence organization that provides 
musical opportunities to youths, 
says he’d like to see the city estab-
lish a college scholarship fund or 
programs to help Black residents 
build equity, rather than making 
direct payouts to impacted families 
like his. 

“The question with reparations 
is always where do you start. Why 
not start with something that’s 
tangible?” he said. “We’re here. 
We’re not buried in the past, and 
we know something should have 
happened then. Maybe now is the 
time.”
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This is the luxurious Studio City property BLM co-founder Patrisse Cullors has now admitted she used for personal, non-BLM 
business, after previously denying doing so. REDFIN
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NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

May 6 and 13, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR PROJECT NO. 144950 

& TMUA-W 16-20

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will be 
received in Room 260 of the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 until 
8:30 a.m. the 3rd day of June, 2022 for 
furnishing all tools, materials and labor 
and performing the work necessary 
to be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. 144950 & TMUA-W 
16-20 NON-ARTERIAL STREET 
REHABILITATION MAINTENANCE ZONE 
9050

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 144950.Streets.
NArtRhb.4275.72753122- 

541106; 144950.
ArchEngr.5451101.427231-541101; 

2231W00009.WaterDist.
Water.7400.74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on the City 
of Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engin eering-services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same may 
be obtained at the Office of the Director 
of Engineering Services at the City of 
Tulsa Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non-refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-
tier subcontractors to hire only citizens 
of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City are 
also exempt from those taxes. A bidder 
may exclude from his bid appropriate 
sales taxes, which he will not have to 
pay while acting for and on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidders 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.
The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the City of Tulsa, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall in 
said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 3rd day of 
June 2022..

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 6th day 
of May 2022. 

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

 May 6 and 13, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA AUTHORITY FOR ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY PROJECT NO. SP 22-02

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m., 3rd 
day of June, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. SP 22-02 2022 Parking 
Garage Repairs Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity

The entire cost of the improvement shall 
be paid from Account No. 7619741-
541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for
Monday, May 16, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 
and will be held through video 
conferencing with Microsoft Teams, 
invitation presented on the City of 
Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engineering- services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
MANDATORY. Bids will not be received 
from contractors who did not attend 
the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre- 
qualification certificates from the City 
of Tulsa in one or more of the following 
classifications: A, B, or S

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said project 
have been adopted by the Mayor of said 
City. Copies of same may be obtained at 
the Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services for the City of Tulsa, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, for 
a non- refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the City of 
Tulsa by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small Business 
Enterprise utilization goal for this 
project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 7404 
of November 8, 2006, requiring bidders, 
their subcontractors and their lower-tier 
subcontractors to hire only citizens of 
the United States.

The Authority, acting on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa, is exempt from the 
payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the 
Authority are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes which he 
will not have to pay while acting for 
and on behalf of the Tulsa Authority for 
Economic Opportunity. See Contract 
Article IIB.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s 
Surety Bond, in the sum of 5% of the 
amount of the bid will be required from 
each bidder to be retained as liquidated 
damages in the event the successful 
bidder fails, neglects or refuses to enter 
into said contract for the construction 
of said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and after 
the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; Performance, 
Statutory, and Maintenance bonds 
acceptable to the Authority, in 
conformity with the requirements of 
the proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at a 
meeting of said Committee to be held 
in the City Council Room of City Hall, 
175 E. 2nd Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. 
on the 3rd day of June 2022.
Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 6th day 
of May 2022.

(SEAL)
G.T. Bynum, Chairperson

Tulsa Authority for Economic 
Opportunity

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

May 6 and 13, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C5

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will 
be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 3rd day of 
June, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in 
the construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C5 Citywide 
Non-Arterial Mill, Patch and Overlay
The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 
Account No. 2036N0001Z.Streets.
CWNARP.4282.42823243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa 
Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, 
for a non-refundable fee in the 
amount of $50.00 made payable to 
the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors 
to hire only citizens of the United 
States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance, 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 3rd day of 
June 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 6th 
day of May 2022. 

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

May 13 and 20, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA METROPOLITAN UTILITY 
AUTHORITY PROJECT NO. 

ES 2019-14

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority, a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m., 
10th day of June 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:
PROJECT NO. ES 2019-14 Haikey 
Creek Interceptor Rehabilitation 

Phase 2

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account 
No. 2231S00014.SewerLines.
Sewer.7500.75003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for
Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 
and will be held through video 
conferencing with Microsoft Teams, 
invitation presented on the City of 
Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engineering- services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.
Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre- 
qualification certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or D

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services for 
the City of Tulsa, 2317 South Jackson, 
Room 103, North Building, for a 
non- refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority by 
check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United States.
The Authority, acting on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa, is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the Authority are also exempt from 
those taxes. A bidder may exclude 
from his bid appropriate sales taxes 
which he will not have to pay while 
acting for and on behalf of the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority. See 
Contract Article IIB.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidder’s Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the Authority, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 
10th day of June 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 13th 
day of May 2022.

(SEAL)
R. Louis Reynolds, Chairperson Tulsa 

Metropolitan Utility Authority

NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 
May, 13 and 20, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA METROPOLITAN UTILITY 
AUTHORITY PROJECT NO. ES 2007-

01 C6

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority, a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m., 
10th day of June, 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. ES 2007-01 C6 
NORTHSIDE WASTE WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT ANAEROBIC 
DIGESTER 1 & 2 IMPROVEMENTS

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from Account 
No. 2231S00001.SewerLines.
Sewer.7500.75003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for
Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 
and will be held through video 
conferencing with Microsoft Teams, 
invitation presented on the City of 
Tulsa’s website at this link: https://
www.cityoftulsa.org/government/
departments/engineering- services/
construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre- 
qualification certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A, D or S

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services for 
the City of Tulsa, 2317 South Jackson, 
Room 103, North Building, for a 
non- refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority by 
check or money order.
Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United States.

The Authority, acting on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa, is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the Authority are also exempt from 
those taxes. A bidder may exclude 
from his bid appropriate sales taxes 
which he will not have to pay while 
acting for and on behalf of the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority. See 
Contract Article IIB.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidder’s Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the Authority, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 
10rh day of June 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 13th 
day of May 2022.

(SEAL)
R. Louis Reynolds. Chairperson Tulsa 

Metropolitan Utility Authority
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The famous 1976 painting by 
ex-NFL player Ernie Barnes, The 
Sugar Shack, known to fans of the 
popular sitcom Good Times during 
its opening credits, was sold in a 
New York auction on Thursday for 
a massive $15.3 million.

The pop-culture piece also 
starred as Marvin Gaye’s cover 
art to his 1976 album I Want You. 
Per Christie’s auction house, the 
auction set a record for Barnes’ 
collection at 27 times higher than 
his prior works, and 76 times 
higher than the original estimate 
of $200,000. The iconic image 
was won by Houston-based energy 
trader Bill Perkins, 53, after over 
10 minutes of bidding and 22 con-
tending bidders.

He felt like for a painting of this 
caliber, he did not want to risk 
being outbidded over the phone, so 
he flew to New York specifically for 

the sale.
“What if Oprah shows up? What 

if P. Diddy shows up?” he recalled. 
“I’m not going to be able to buy 
this piece.”

In it, The Sugar Shack catapults 
viewers into a joyous Black club 
where partygoers dance passion-
ately to an ensemble composed of 
a lead singer, sax player, trumpet-
er, guitarist, and drummer. It is a 
scene larger-than-life, the limbs of 
the partygoers fully outstretched 
and exaggerated to portray the 
groove and euphoric buzz of the 
night. A signature of Barnes’ works, 
most of everyone dancing have 
their eyes closed, likely to represent 
the artists’ mantra that “we are 
blind to each other’s humanity.”

Per the outlet, Barnes drew 
inspiration for the enigmatic image 
from his childhood memories of 
North Carolina, and painted in a 

style today known as Black Roman-
tic.

“You never saw paintings of 
Black people by Black artists,” 
Perkins said. “This introduced 
not just me but all of America to 
Barnes’ work. It’s the only artwork 
that has ever done that. And these 
were firsts. So this is never going 
to happen again. Ever. The cultur-
al importance of this piece is just 
crazy.

“I either wanted it, or to make 
the other people pay,” the winning 
bidder exclaimed with glee.

“The Sugar Shack” by Ernie Barnes, from 1976.

LEFT. Ernie Barnes with Jack Kemp 
and Ethel Kennedy. SOURCE. The 
Ernie Barnes Family Trust

Ernie Barnes’ Iconic ‘Sugar Shack’ Painting Sells 
For Whopping $15.3M At New York Auction

By WENDY MEDINA 
BLACK ENTERPRISE

CREDIT. CHRISTIE’S IMAGES LTD. Ltd.
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oklahoma.gov/health

Keep sick kids at home.

SPREAD FUN, 
NOT GERMS

Homeownership 
dreams?
MidFirst Bank provides simple  
and easy home buying solutions.

918.293.6839 · midfirst.com/mortgage

The MidFirst Bank Dream Home Loan1 is a great  
option for first-time and repeat homebuyers looking  
for affordable financing. 

· Up to 97% financing available 

· No mortgage insurance needed

· Flexible underwriting

Call us to see how you can take advantage today.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more.

1Dream Home Loan Eligibility: Must be 18 years or older. The collateral securing the loan must be the primary residence of the applicant and either located within a Majority Minority or 
Low-to Moderate Income Census Tract in MidFirst’s Assessment Area or the applicant(s) must be considered a Low-to-Moderate individual (make less than 80% of the median income of the 
Assessment Area). Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is the cost of credit over the term of the loan, expressed as an annual rate. The APR reflects the mortgage interest rate plus other charges. 
Loan Example: A 3% down payment on a 30-year, fixed-rate loan of $300,000 APR of 3.910%, with a minimum credit score of 620 will have 360 monthly principal and interest payments of 
$1,406.42. Advertised rates are subject to change without notice and at any time, may vary by location, and are based on creditworthiness, loan amount, debt-to-income ratio, and loan-to-value 
ratio. Property insurance required, including flood insurance, if applicable, on the property that secures the loan. 
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