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WHAT IS
GREENWOOD? 

By GARY LEE

In this transition period from the Historic Greenwood 
District’s fi rst to its second century, we felt it was an apt 

moment to take a few questions to the village. 
And so, we asked: What is Greenwood? What is Black 

Wall Street? What should Greenwood and Black Wall 
Street be?

As the Greenwood Historic District’s and North Tulsa’s 
newspaper of record for 101 years, The Oklahoma Eagle 
has a mission to take stock of where we are as a communi-
ty and chart where we are going. 

In that spirit, we posed the questions to around two doz-
en community members. We targeted those who had likely 
given thought to the issues raised by virtue of their pro-
fession or background. We asked men and women, repre-
sentatives of older and younger generations, many Native 
Tulsans, and a few others who have adopted the city as 
their home. Among those we approached: Writer and law-
yer Hannibal Johnson; Silhouette Sneakers and Art owner 
Venita Cooper; The Oklahoma Eagle publisher and lawyer 
James O Goodwin Sr. In a couple of cases, we captured the 
perspectives of business mavens who were instrumental in 
shaping Greenwood in its early years. 

North Tulsans are known for spinning yarns about most 
anything anytime, but we suspected that these questions 
would inspire particularly keen insights. And they did!  

The more we listened, the clearer it was that perspec-
tives on the questions either focused on Greenwood’s past 
or its present and future. 

Johnson, for example, was one of those who emphasized 
the community’s history. 

“When I talk about Greenwood, I talk about how Black 
people more than 100 years ago were extremely success-
ful in economics and entrepreneurship against great odds. 
That history is a big part of what this community is about.”

Others were more inclined to view Greenwood and 
Black Wall Street from a contemporary angle. 

A look back and a vision for the next 
century for one of America’s most historic 

Black communities
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“If you talk about Greenwood, the potential is 
rich,” said Damali Wilson, a nonprofit executive 
with World Won Development, a publicist and 
native of the neighborhood. “But at the moment? 
Two blocks of businesses are all we got.”

Beyond the division between the look back and 
the look forward, folks talked about Greenwood 
and Black Wall Street from different angles. Some 
keyed in on the physical landscape of Greenwood 
and the broader community. Others spoke about 
the demographics of the community. 

Still, others focused on entrepreneurship. 
And finally, some waxed about the spiritual and 

philosophical inspiration of what is arguably one 
of the most discussed Black enclaves in the Unit-
ed States. To bring you the range and richness of 
perspectives, we decided to share the viewpoints 
from those four perspectives. 

We provide two voices in each category, includ-
ing one looking back and one looking towards 
the present and future. For space reasons, we 
narrowed the perspectives we presented to nine 
people. Limited space is also required to edit the 
interviews.

for the entire country. But they will not steal 

our joy. 
As the confirmation process comes to a 

close, we cannot lose sight of this incredible 
moment. This country is about to welcome the 
first Black woman to the United States Supreme 
Court. We are set to seat a Supreme Court justice 
who, as a federal public defender, Sentencing 
Commissioner, and well-respected judge is su-
perbly qualified to hold that revered position.  

Finally, Black girls can see themselves in 
every branch of our federal government and can 
use those images as motivation when they are 
told that they are aiming too high.  

When we have our next opportunity to teach 
a constitutional law class, we will have the priv-
ilege of teaching doctrine gleaned from Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson’s beautifully-written, 
thoughtful, and fair majority opinions or compel-
ling, well-reasoned, and inspiring dissents.  

Black women can take a breath, knowing that 
we have pushed our way out of yet another box 
and that even if others don’t revel in and are not 
awed by her qualifications, we certainly are. Jus-
tice prevails. We win again. And, as always, we 
sisters persevere.

TOP.  Burlinda Radney at The Ellis Walker 
Woods Memorial which honors the first 
principal of Tulsa’s Booker T. Washington 
High School, on Tulsa campus of 
Oklahoma State University. BASIL 
CHILDERS / THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE 
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NEXT PAGE, TOP LEFT.  Franchell Abdalla, 
leader of Team Alchemy. BASIL 
CHILDERS / THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

NEXT PAGE, CENTER LEFT.  Memorial

NEXT PAGE, RIGHT  Venita Cooper is a 
recent entrepreneur in Greenwood 
with her sneaker store, Silhouette. THE 
OKLAHOMA EAGLE
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THE VISIONARIES

OTTOWAY W. GURLEY: 
CONSTRUCTING THE 
FOUNDATION

An Alabama native and Black 
entrepreneur, O.W. Gurley moved to 
Oklahoma from Arkansas in the late 
1880s as part of the land rush. He was 
only in his mid-twenties but has been 
widely credited with playing an in-
strumental role in launching of Tulsa’s 
self-sustaining Black community in 
the Greenwood section – where the 
city’s racial segregation division line 
began.

Records of Gurley’s words are 
scarce, but his actions define his 
vision.

As the settler and rising entrepreneur 
surveyed the dusty paths so fledgling 
the streets did not have names, we 
imagine him thinking, “this commu-
nity is an open book, and I’m going to 
write the first pages.” 

In 1906, he settled in the newly in-
corporated city of Tulsa and purchased 
40 acres of land, which was “only to 
be sold to colored.” One of his first 
businesses was a rooming house lo-
cated on a dusty trail near the railroad 
tracks. Among his early tenants were 
Black migrants fleeing the oppression 
in Mississippi. The house’s road was 
located, the story went, and was given 
the name Greenwood, apparently after 
the city back in Mississippi.

Gurley also built three two-story 
buildings and five residences and 
founded Mount Vernon African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, one of the few 
original churches in the Greenwood 
footprint. 

While the early role Gurley played 
in the community is well documented, 
some historians point out that Blacks 
had come to Oklahoma decades earlier 
as slaves to Cherokee, Creek and other 
Indians – decades before he arrived 
and eventually gained status as Freed-
men. 

According to records, in any case, 
Gurley and other Blacks who moved 
to the area from out of state began 
opening shops, boarding houses, and 
other small businesses around what 
would become the intersection of Ar-
cher Street and Greenwood Avenue. 

The enclave of businesses and 
residents grew so quickly that when 
Booker T. Washington visited the 
area in 1916, he dubbed it the “Negro 
Wall Street,” as reported in our legacy 

newspaper, The Tulsa Star. Although 
hindered by the 1921 Race Massacre, 
the Historic Greenwood District would 
continue to burgeon organically into 
an all-Black ministry – through the 
1940s and 1950s through the decades 
of growth, there was never a blueprint, 
design, or city plan for Greenwood.  

FRANCELL ABDALLA: 
FULFILLING THE DREAM

However organic the creation of 
Greenwood was, Francell Abdalla 
firmly believes that putting the neigh-
borhood back on a rightful course calls 
for a “master plan.”

As a critical organizer for Team Al-
chemy, a group of developers bidding 
to repurpose the Greenwood-based 
Oklahoma Ironworks Building, Abdal-
la has led the crafting of a new plan for 
the complex – and the entire commu-
nity. Abdalla came to Tulsa three years 
ago to work for a nonprofit and is now 
director of the Tulsa Economic Devel-
opment Council’s Re-Build program. 
In an interview with the Oklahoma 
Eagle, she described Team Alchemy’s 
blueprint for a new Greenwood. Her 
report:

“Greenwood was a concept that was 
only partially fulfilled. O.W. Gurley 
understood how to build community 
by leveraging the physical environ-
ment to do that. We went back to what 
Gurley and others had established 
and took their early framework as a 
launching pad to revive Greenwood 
and redevelop the rest of North Tulsa.

“In the Northeast section of the orig-
inal Ironworks complex – the part that 
faces North Tulsa, we’re proposing a 
42-story tower. It would be mixed-use: 
multifamily housing, first floor retail, 
a hotel, urban dining, and more. We 
envision this as a place that people not 
just in Tulsa but around the globe will 
point to and say this is not only where 
the possibility was birthed but where 
possible also has a future orientation. 
That’s why we call it, The Beacon.

“We also want to take that 100,000 
square foot Ironworks Building space 
and rescue it in a way that creates a 
new infrastructure for a Black econ-
omy, a new infrastructure around 
innovation, tech, black creative, and 
artisans to have those same types of 
opportunities that the early occupants 
of the Ironworks had. 

“At the southern end of the site, 
we want to rebuild Black Wall Street 
to re-create Black Wall Street’s main 
street and economic center. We intend 

to create workplace stations that would 
only be open to local Black retailers 
and small business owners.

“It excites us to offer the opportunity 
to create individual wealth accumula-
tion. You would have Black ownership 
at the business level in the retail and 
Black ownership in the equity group 
and request opportunities to manage or 
own the small business opportunities.

“It gives us a chance to restore not 
just individual wealth but an actual 
Black economy.

“And that opportunity would extend 
into North Tulsa. There is nowhere 
else to develop in the city of Tulsa… 
going North is the only option.

“The land in North Tulsa is rich, not 
only fertile but rich with people who 
have the capacity to do is North Tulsa. 
We believe in turning towards North 
Tulsa, we are opening the door to 
opportunity.”

THE ENTREPRENEURS

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
STRATFORD: SETTING THE 
BAR FOR BLACK EXCELLENCE

It took more than one man or wom-
an to give Greenwood the moniker 
of Black Wall Street. The legion of 
business owners who rose to create 
this North Tulsa neighborhood as one 
of the most successful Black business 
enclaves in the U.S. is the stuff of 
legend. They included shop owners, 
barbers, haberdashers, jitney purvey-
ors, lawyers and other professionals, 
bootleggers and others.

No single person embodied the 
drive, principles, and the ability to seal 
the deal more than J. B. Stratford. Like 
Gurley, he moved to the Tulsa area in 
the late 1800s and immediately began 
to invest land and launch businesses.  

Stratford’s had a penchant for 
making bold business moves. Using 
the newly formed Greenwood neigh-
borhood as his stomping ground, he 
became a real estate kingpin. His em-
pire would eventually own two dozen 
rental and rooming houses, including 
a 16-room brick apartment building, a 
couple of pool halls, a shoeshine par-
lor and a bathhouse. His private home, 
valued at $125,000 (around $3 million 
in today’s dollars), was naturally a 
place of luxury unparallel in the Tulsa 
of that day. 

But his crown holding was the 
Stratford, a 54-room luxury hotel at 
301 N. Greenwood Ave. According to 

GREENWOOD

Cooper was trained as an educator and came 
to Tulsa to work as a school administrator in 
the mid-2000s. Fate and disillusionment with 
working in schools led her to a wholly different 
career.

A century after the massacre destroyed 
Stafford’s dream, Cooper opened a retail shop 
just around the corner from where his hotel 
stood. The 30-something had been looking for 
sneakers and having trouble finding a store 
that offered what she wanted. So, she opened 
Silhouette Sneakers and Art.

Five years later, Silhouette is heralded as one 
of the most alluring retail shops in the Historic 
Greenwood District. It offers a little something 
for everyone: an x Cirque coffee tin -$12; BWS 
bomber jacket - $99; Adidas Yeezy Boost 700 - 
$620.00.

“Of course, the legacy of Black Wall Street has 
been my inspiration,” Cooper said. “But in this 
era, I have also had something that Tulsa offers 
that very few other communities do: Access. I 
could talk to the mayor, to representatives of the 
largest foundation in the city, to organizations 
that train in business skills.”

For Cooper, Greenwood was always foremost 
about creating a space for Black people to make 
and build on good fortunes. 

“What the” founders wanted was to build 
opportunities,” told the Eagle. ‘They wanted to 
make an opening where Black businesses could 
thrive. If it had been up to them, the whole of 
Tulsa would have been a kind of Black Wall 
Street.”

In her view, the most significant distinction 
between today’s entrepreneurs and the creators 
of the original Black Wall Street is that they 
are not bound by the Jim Crow era laws that 
confined their clientele to the Black community. 

To the contrary, Cooper, who is mixed race, 
takes pride in building a diverse clientele at 
Silhouette. “One of the reasons I love sneakers 
as a product is that they appeal to everyone 
regardless of race, gender of age,” she said. “So, 
we’re about taking advantage of that universal 
appeal and opening our doors to everyone.”

The inclusive vibe reflects who she is. 
“I have never been part of a segregated 

community,” she said. “And I would not feel 
comfortable in one.” 

Cooper feels that inclusivity is the fulfilment 
of the dream of the early pioneers of Black Wall 
Street.

“Segregation was forced on the original 
entrepreneurs of Black Wall Street,” she 
explained. “But I don’t think they ever 
envisioned being restricted to segregated 
Greenwood. They always had a grandeur vision. 
I feel lucky as a business owner to be able to 
help make that grander, more inclusive vision 
happen.”

Cooper says that she has benefited from the 
standard of excellence that was established 
by Stratford and other Black Wall Street 
entrepreneurs of this and later generations. 

“I and my peers are able to take the spirit 
of the creators of Black Wall Street and run 
with it,” she said. “I’m lucky to be based in the 
original BWS neighborhood. But that’s not a 
requirement. I feel that you can take that spirit 
and make it a success anywhere in North Tulsa 
or elsewhere in the city.”

Venita Cooper
DEVELOPING A MODERN BLACK 

WALL STREET ETHIC

the Notable Kentucky African Americans Database, 
when the hotel opened on June 1, 1918, it was the 
largest Black-owned hotel in America. More remark-
able than the size was the grandiose décor: chande-
liers graced the lobby; each room was outfitted with 
the latest in beds and furnishings. 

More than a place of lodging, he envisioned 
Stratford as a place of what has come to be known 
as Black excellence. He described it as “a monument 
to the thrift, energy, and business tact of the race in 
Tulsa [and] to the race in the state of Oklahoma.” 

By establishing a superior business in the midst 
of the new community, Stratford became one of the 
critical definers of Black Wall Street. He and a hand-
ful of others gave the district the reputation to carry 
forward for a century and further.

Even though the hotel would be burned to embers 
in the 1921 Race Massacre, and Strafford was forced 
to flee Tulsa, the shadow of his legacy still falls on 
Black Wall Street.

GREENWOOD CONTINUES ON A6
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Our Inspired History
SHANNON MATTHEWS Digital Content

OSU-Tulsa alumnus, U.S. Army 
corporal donates Purple Heart to 

alma mater
After retiring from his career at the 

Army Corps of Engineers, Oklahoma 
State University-Tulsa alumnus Shannon 
Matthews knew he wanted to dedicate his 
time to inspiring others.

Matthews, now a motivational speaker, 
had established a scholarship in his name 
for older veterans at Tulsa Community 
College. But when it came to thinking 
about how he could make an impact at his 
alma mater, he wanted to make a bigger 
impression — one that symbolized the 
indelible impact OSU-Tulsa made on him.

“I was with my daughter one day and 
she said, ‘You should make the same 
impression on OSU-Tulsa that they made 
on you. Do something to show them that 
you appreciate what they did for you,’” 
Matthews said.

“A lot of people know about the Purple 
Heart, but how many people have seen 
one? OSU-Tulsa provided me with the 
opportunity to show the world what I 
have,” Matthews said. “Now I want to give 
something back to OSU-Tulsa.”

Military Beginnings

Matthews grew up in North Tulsa, 
graduating from Nathan Hale High School 
in 1989 and joining the Oklahoma Army 
National Guard shortly thereafter.

He served in the Gulf War before 
enlisting in the U.S. Army in 1992. In 
1994, Matthews was sent to Haiti as part of 
Operation Uphold Democracy.

That October, Matthews encountered a 
couple of men attempting to enter the Army 
compound where he was stationed. When 
he told the men they couldn’t enter, they 
attacked him. “One of them had a knife 
covered in barbed wire and I got stabbed in 
the leg.”, Matthews said.

Three days later, Matthews found himself 
healing in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
Recovery took longer than he anticipated.

“I had got really, really, really sick while 
I was in. Come to fi nd out I was suffering 
from multiple sclerosis,” Matthews said. 
“Couldn’t run, couldn’t do anything. 
So I had to ease on out and move on to 
something else.”

The Impact of Education

After completing his time with the Army, 
Matthews headed home to Tulsa to pursue 
a career in business. He used his G.I. Bill 
benefi ts to enroll at TCC and graduated 
with an associate degree in 1997. From 
there he decided to complete his bachelor’s 
degree at OSU-Tulsa.

During his time at OSU-Tulsa, Matthews 
continued to work and raise his daughter. 
The act of balancing classes on top of the 
other responsibilities in his life wasn’t easy. 
At one point in his education, he felt like 
giving up — but one of his professors gave 
him the push he needed to keep at it.

“I had missed a few weeks of class and 
was sick with chickenpox the week before 
a big presentation when my professor, Dr. 
Henry Migliore, called me up and wanted 
to know where I’d been,” Matthews said. 
“Even after I told him I couldn’t do it, he 
insisted he’d see me on Monday — so I 
showed up.”

Matthews completed his bachelor’s 
degree in business at OSU-Tulsa in 
2001 and was recognized as a “Who’s 
Who Among American Colleges and 
Universities.” He then worked with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Army 
Recruiting Command and Army Reserve 
Contracting Agency before retiring from 
the Army Corps of Engineers in 2012. Even 
after years away from Tulsa — and long 
after completing his career — the infl uence 
of his favorite professor continued to shape 
him.

A Symbol of Service

On Jan. 18, 2022, with his daughter 
watching from the crowd, Matthews 
honored OSU-Tulsa with a gift that only he 
could give.

“When you think of symbols of service 
and sacrifi ce, few are more sacred than the 
Purple Heart,” said Chris Benge, interim 
senior vice president for OSU-Tulsa. 
“As I learned about Shannon Matthews 
in preparation for this event, it became 
apparent that this gift is emblematic of a life 
lived in service. Matthews has dedicated 
much of his life to giving back to veterans 
and investing in the success of Tulsans, 
and through this gift to OSU-Tulsa, he will 
continue to inspire students through his 
example of service and dedication.”

To fulfi ll the mission of inspiring 
students, staff, faculty and guests at OSU-
Tulsa, Matthews’ Purple Heart is currently 
on display in a glass case in the OSU-
Tulsa Student Union, surrounded by other 
accolades and memorabilia belonging to 
the university.
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George Floyd’s murder by a Minneapolis 
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protests led some states to create 
commissions to examine racial disparities 
and propose solutions. Other states had 
them prior to Floyd’s May 2020 death.
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While Oklahoma’s Republican lawmakers 
continue to pursue restrictions on the 
books available in schools and public 
libraries, librarians and students in Tulsa 
are pushing back against the proposed bans 
as irrelevant, out of touch, and autocratic. 

MACK BURKE, Editorial Coordinator, OSU-Tulsa. 
Image, From left: Mitch Reed, legislative 
ambassador for the State of Oklahoma Purple 
Heart Association, along with interim senior 
vice president for OSU-Tulsa Chris Benge and 
Cpl. Shannon Matthews.

Like many so-called vices, playing the 
numbers was a common but demonized 
activity before the government fi gured out 
how to profi t off of it (the rules largely 
mirror modern, state-backed lotteries).

By OKLAHOMA STATE 
UNIVERSITY-TULSA 



OPINIONOPINION

“I was a stranger, and you did 
not invite me in . . .” 

– Matthew 25:43

A few words on creating God. Last 
week, Right Wing Watch, the liberal 
watchdog group, fl agged online 

video of a recent interview with Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene by one Michael Voris of Church 
Militant, a far-right Catholic organization. In it, 
the Republican congresswoman, whose website 
touts her “strong Christian faith,” unburdens 
herself of an opinion that is, to put it mildly, 
startling.

“Satan’s controlling the church,” she says. 
“The church is not doing its job. And it’s not 
adhering to the teachings of Christ. And it’s not 
adhering to what the word of God says we’re 
supposed to do and how we’re supposed to live.”

Maybe you wonder what precipitated such 
harsh criticism. Was it some act of fi scal malfea-
sance? Some new scandal of pedophile priests?

Actually, Greene’s ire was stirred by the idea 
of Catholic bishops rendering aid to undocu-
mented immigrants on the Southern border.

“Oh, we have to love these people and take 
care of these migrants,” she says in a mocking 
singsong. “Yes, we’re supposed to love one 
another, but their defi nition of what ‘love one 
another’ means means destroying our laws. ... 
The true meaning of loving one another ... means 
that you also have to uphold the law.”

It’s a bizarre exegesis supported by no Bible. 
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OKLAHOMA’S 
BOOK BANS: 
Should We Throw 
This Book of 
Violence and Sex 
Upon the Pyre?

Last Sunday, many Oklaho-
mans embraced the opportu-
nity to engage in fellowship 

with members of their church com-
munities and were thankfully able 
to draw strength from the inspired 
word of God, the Bible. The follow-
ing day, Monday, Oklahoma public 
school students faced the threat of 
a potential ban of Toni Morrison’s 
award-winning novel The Bluest 
Eye, although the Bible remained 
without objection. One of these not-
ed literary works, ironically, framed 
the narrative of a divinely inspired 
murder of innocent men, women, 
and children. The other, was The 
Bluest Eye.

“Hypocrisy is the homage vice 
pays to virtue,” François de La 
Rochefoucauld, the late 17th century 
author and moralist noted, is perhaps 
the most suitable maxim to frame 
our country’s struggle with how we 
embrace the broad spectrum of lit-
erature made available to secondary 
education students and censorship. 

AMERICANS, Who Are 
Proudly Adorned Themselves 
With Symbols Of Liberty and 
freedom upon every imaginable 
thread worn, appear well-aligned 
with the spirit of such virtue, 
however, the application of such is 
challenging. The Oklahoma Eagle’s 
story last week, “Fight continues 
over OK’s banned books law,” 
provides a clear explanation of 
the recent effort to ban books that 
offend certain American ideological 
groups. What we learned from our 
reporting – by John Neal and Gary 
Lee, who gathered both candid 
and often inconsistent responses 
– was that certain Americans have 
established a larger inconsistent, and 
often hypocritical, stance regarding 
the banning of books. 

Earlier this year, Oklahoma 
Attorney General John O’Connor 
committed to reviewing approxi-
mately 54 library books that may 
have violated the state’s obscenity 
law. O’Connor’s effort arrives on the 
heels of other Oklahoma legislators’ 
formal attempts to ban books nar-
rowly regarded as “obscene.” Sen. 
Rob Standridge, R-Norman, wrote 
and championed Senate Bill 1142, 
which would prohibit schools from 
carrying books that focus on sex 
and introduces monetary penalties 
for failing to adequately respond 
to parental complaints, upwards 
of $10,000 per day. Standridge, in 
support of the statewide censorship 
effort, referenced a rape scene from 
“The Bluest Eye,” the acclaimed 
novel that vividly captures the trau-

ma experienced by its primary char-
acter (Pecola Breedlove), attributed 
to the intersectionality of historic 
racism, religion and adolescence. 
Morrison’s novel has been the target 
of moralists spanning more than a 
dozen states for the last 25 years 
who petition for its removal from 
schools and libraries. The apparent 
offense, the narrative of the victim. 

The Bible, a profound work of 
faith and narratives of the faithful, 
provides the basis of the present-day 
Judeo-Christian faith. Its truth is 
bound within two distinct divisions, 
The Old Testament and The New 
Testament. The history of the world, 
as explained in The Old Testament, 
is affected by the hand of God, 
inclusive of the creation of man and 
his dominion. Abraham, “The Father 
of Many Nations,” with whom God 
shared His covenant of building a 
“great nation,” would… a lineage 
that would… The Promise Land. 
God’s commitment, as later detailed 
in The Old Testament (Exodus, 
Numbers, Judges, and 1 Samuel) 
would be realized after the destruc-
tion of the people of Canaan, a land 
then occupied by other nations. 
Destruction, as God’s command is 
detailed within the canon, instructs 
Israelites to “attack the Amalekites 
and totally destroy all that belongs 
to them. Do not spare them; put to 
death men and women, children and 
infants, cattle and sheep, camels and 
donkeys.”  

THE SOVEREIGNTY Of 
God’s Will, As It Relates To This 
Editorial, Is Neither Challenged 
Nor Misunderstood. The account 
within the canon, the slaughter of 
women and children, many of whom 
lived without the stain of sin, is 
the focal point of this writing. That 
Standridge believes that Oklahoma 
secondary education students 
must have access to a narrative of 
violence against both the guilty 
and innocent, while advancing a 
ban against contemporary fi ctional 
characters who suffer less, is a 
hypocrisy worthy of challenge. 

Morrison’s central character, 
Pecola, is not aligned with a nation 
whose occupation stands in-confl ict 
with the will of God. Pecola, as 
masterfully written, is a young Black 
child, without sin or ill-intent, who 
exists within the shadows cast by 
racism, sexism, and the blind eye of 
the religious. Morrison shared her 
motivation for writing her celebrated 
work as being “deeply concerned 
about the feelings of being ugly.” 
Morrison, refl ecting upon the works 
of Black authors in the 1960s, em-
braced the evolved positive rhetoric 

of Blackness, but was also con-
cerned that “no one is going to re-
member how hurtful an internecine 
racism was.” Pecola, as written, em-
bodied the destructive nature of such 
racism. The rape of this young child, 
and the unyielding violence against 
her, however depicted, is no more 
of a topic unfi t for discussion than 
the slaughter of Amalekite children 
of The Old Testament. Pecola, for 
generations of Black Americans and 
readers globally, represents who we 
were, and at times, are. The discom-
fort of those who read “The Bluest 
Eye” should be expected, as Pecola’s 
experiences and her subsequent loss 
of sanity, are a stark reminder of the 
generational trauma of racism.  

Confl ict, the harsher voice of hy-
pocrisy, arises when legislators like 
Oklahoma State Sen. George Burns, 
R-Pollard, states that, “Our Found-
ing Fathers relied heavily upon the 
scriptures in the formation of our 
country, and the Bible they used was 
the King James Bible, which makes 
it an important historical docu-
ment…;” accepting an inferred sov-
ereign authority to slaughter women 
and children, while standing fi rmly 
against literature that… the violence 
infl icted upon the most vulnerable. 

THE QUESTIONS Of 
Oklahomans Are Many: 

Why would one support the 
availability of literature that explic-
itly commands violence against the 
innocent, yet ban fi ctional literature 
that represents the voices of those 
traumatized? If the Republican-led 
legislature believes literature that 
contains gratuitous violence, sex 
and trauma are a bridge too far for 
secondary education students, then 
why is the Bible excluded.  

Why wouldn’t we ban all litera-
ture that elevates the lives of a spe-
cifi c nation of people above another?  

Why wouldn’t we ban all liter-
ature that justifi es the subordinate 
roles of women?  

Why, because most Oklahomans 
accept the Bible’s place in our 
shared history and acknowledge 
its signifi cant impact on society. 
Further, most Oklahomans apply a 
similar standard to Morrison’s The 
Bluest Eye, acknowledging its place 
in history.  

The hypocrisy of moralists and 
contrived ethos of conservatives are 
not merely vices of fragile ideo-
logues, they are the foundation of in-
stitutional racism, sexism, and hate. 
We are well-deserving of political 
leadership that rejects such vices. 

The Oklahoma Eagle

Editorial

Right-wing creates 
God in its own image

To the contrary, Greene’s 
take invalidates generations 
of Christian activism, thou-
sands of believers — Martin 
Luther King is only the most 
prominent — arrested in every 
cause from racial equality to 
climate change to nuclear arms 
to the death penalty. Further, it 
ignores that the very founder 
of the faith was a refugee who 
was later executed — spoiler 
alert: it didn’t stick — for sup-
posedly breaking the law.

The congresswoman’s 
misapplication of the faith she 
claims to uphold ought not 
surprise anyone. The Bible says 
God created mankind “in his 
own image.” But many alleged 
conservatives invert that. They 
create the deity in their image, 
a God who thinks and acts like 
them, who bears their limita-
tions and biases, their solipsism 
and illogicality, their mendacity 
and abiding fear.

And they hold to that false 
deity with ferocious vigor. 
Author Eddy Harris once 
described a conversation with 
a white woman in Mississippi 
whose mother belonged to 
a whites-only church in the 
1960s. The older woman was 
asked whether Jesus would 
have allowed African Ameri-
cans to worship in his church. 
“Of course he would have,” 
she said, “but Jesus would have 
been wrong.”

In other words, asked to 
choose between the prime 
directive of her faith — “Love 
the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind ... 
love your neighbor as your-
self” — and the miserly nature 
of her own heart, she chose 
the latter. As does Greene. As 
do millions of other putative 
Christians on a daily basis.

It’s not hard to understand 
why they create God in their 
own image. If God is just like 
you, it makes life a lot easier. 
If God is just like you, you al-
ready are everything you need 
to be. So there’s no cause to 
work, challenge, stretch or pray 
yourself into becoming a better, 
humbler, gentler, kinder, more 
liberal and generous soul. You 
don’t have to care about the 
plight of the stranger, the hun-
gry, the broken, the unhoused, 
the immigrant at the border. If 
God is just like you, you can 
be self satisfi ed and judgmental 
instead.

Why not? If God is just like 
you, you are, by defi nition, 
correct in all your biases and 
fears.

But what if God is not?

“Hypocrisy is the homage vice pays to virtue.”
François de La Rochefoucauld

LEONARD PITTS  is a nationally syndicat-
ed columnist with the Miami Herald. 
Readers can reach him at lpitts@
miamiherald.com
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A Tulsa native, entrepreneur 
and Creek Freedman, Eli 
Grayson is an avid history buff 
with a keen knowledge of early 
Tulsa history. When it comes to 
telling the narrative of Tulsa’s 
Black community, Grayson feels 
it’s important to keep the myth 
separated from the reality. 

While the story goes that 
Gurley and other Black settlers 
came in from out of state and 
started building Black Tulsa, 
Grayson told the Eagle, the 
reality is that Blacks were in the 
area that would become Tulsa 
long before the so-called “state’s 
Blacks” arrived.  

“Blacks were in what is now 
Tulsa way before the state was 
incorporated, and before Blacks 
started coming in from other 
states after the Civil War,” 
Grayson said. 

He was referring to the 
Freedman, Blacks who came as 
enslaved people to the Cherokee, 
Creek and other Indian tribes 
who were forced to leave their 
land in the South and re-settle in 
Oklahoma. After the Civil War, 
the tribes were required to give 
tribal rights to the Blacks. They 
were called Freedmen.

“So, what you had way back 
in the 1800s was a community 
of a few thousand people that 
consisted of Indians, white 
Indians, Black Indians and 
Freedman. It was a mixed bag,” 
he said.

“We don’t know exactly what 
the demographics were. But we 
know some things that they help 
us get a picture of early Black life 
in the area that would become 
Tulsa.

“For one, long before statehood 
and before the 1901 town site 
act, the Perryman family started 
a post offi ce that would allow 
Tulsa to become a town. “The 
Perrymans were among those 
Indians who enslaved Black 
people.

We also know there was a 
small community of Creek 
Freedmen in the late 1800s very 
near what is now Greenwood 
and Archer called Hodges Bend. 
Those Creek Freedman probably 
worked on the railroad but 
probably wanted to avoid going 
into Cherokee Territory. so, they 
lived on the side of the Creek 
Nation…

“Finally, while the land going 
North from Greenwood has 
become a Black community, it 
was Cherokee Indian territory, 
and they still consider it their 
land. So, when Cherokees hear 
Blacks complaining that whites 
took their land, they are offended 
because it’s Cherokee land.”
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HONORING THE COMMUNITY’S 
ROOTS

Hannibal Johnson

emphasis is on the people who made what happened, 
happen. So, I also talk about the indomitable human 
spirit that is the legacy of the originals in the Green-
wood District. 

“And then I underline the Black Wall Street mindset. 
And that allows us to be unmoored by the geography 
yet inspired by the legacy that these people created. 
� ey created something remarkable by doing what they 
did in the face of great odds. 

“Part of our goal should be to educate generations 
of young Black children to understand that entertain-
ment and sports are not their only options in terms of 
professions and careers. Black Wall Street shows that 
Black people were extremely successful in other voca-
tions and professions. And they can be inspired by what 
happened in the space that is called the Greenwood 
District.

GIVING GREENWOOD’S HISTORY IT’S DUE
Hannibal Johnson has devoted his career to telling 

the story of Greenwood and North Tulsa. He has writ-
ten over a dozen books about Tulsa, mostly focusing on 
the Black community. 

He shared his perspective with the Eagle:
“When I talk about the Greenwood District, I am 

talking about the historic and geographic area a� ected 
in which at least two highly notable things happened. 
One is the emergence of national renown Black en-
trepreneurship, and the other is the defamation of 
that show of prowess in the massacre of 1921 and the 
remarkable rebuilding. 

“Greenwood was a community of necessity. � at’s the 
irony – that Black people � ghting for integration were 
forced into segregation and required to create an eco-
nomic community of their own. I use the metaphor of 
Black folks approaching the gates of economic opportu-
nity in white downtown Tulsa and being turning away. 
� ey had to make an economic detour and came back 
into the Greenwood community. And their dollars were 
essentially trapped in the community. 

“My focus when I talk about the Greenwood District 
is what happened in this geographic space. But the 

Burlinda Radney has lived 
and worked in Tulsa for over 
three decades. She came to the 
city to work as a geophysicist 
in the oil and gas industry and 
is now a commercial and resi-
dential real estate professional. 
She is also a strong advocate of 
Greenwood and North Tulsa.

Radney shared her views on 
Greenwood in conversation 
with the Eagle:

“It’s impossible to talk about 
the future of Greenwood 
without being clear about its 
early history. Greenwood was 
formed and intended by peo-
ple who were – in their way 
and time – actively pursuing 
an act of political sovereignty.

In just barely 60 years post 
emancipation, you had a com-
munity of folks from all walks 
of life who were very rooted 
in the understanding that they 
were living and working to 
build a freedom colony. 

“And 100 years a� er the 
massacre, when I think about 
what Greenwood was at its 
inception, was at its midlife 
and is still today, what makes 
this community di� erent 
from other African American 
communities is that for better 
or worse, being in Indian 
territory gave the opportunity 
for African descended people 
to move about freely to pursue 
happiness in a way that the 
constitution alludes to but had 

been kept from Black people 
since the nation’s founding.

“� e fact that these were 
free people – and freedom lov-
ing people is essential. When 
I think of what Greenwood 
is and what Black Wall Street 
came to embody is something 
that was done by the free 
people of the freedom colony 
of Greenwood. And I use all of 
those extra frees deliberately. 
Because Black Wall Street was 
just one thing that those peo-
ple did. � ey could have done 
many things. 

“When we consider what 
Greenwood could be in the fu-
ture, we must remember that 
the people of this community 
stood all alone in the world for 
99 years while a malicious uni-
directional e� ort to wipe it o�  
the map. And still, it survived. 
So, we have resilience.

“What do I think Green-
wood of the future is? We 
must answer the call of what 
our land was intended to be: a 
place where striving and Black 
excellence thrive and where 
Black people live happily, 
prosperously, and free. 

“One of the real challenges 
that we face is how do we con-
front blight and understand 
that blight is not synonymous 
with Black 

“And similarly, we have the 
challenge of wresting from the 
hands of government orga-
nizations – whether they be 
city, state, or an urban renewal 
authority – control of our 
land and putting it back into 
the hands of our community 
so that it can decide its own 
destiny.

“I o� en say I live in 2050 or 
2075. It’s not being cute. It’s 
acknowledging that people in 
the glass buildings downtown 
– are in 2050 or 2075. 

So, we have to be there, too. 
And if we must have a master 
plan. � at plan must be one 
in which we envision love and 
experience ourselves in that 
landscape we will not be in 
that landscape in the future.

Burlinda 
Radney

LOOKING AT 2075 AND BEYOND

Phil Armstrong, acting director of the 
Greenwood Rising Black Wall Street History 
Center, has spent the past fi ve years thinking 
about Greenwood, including its glorious past. 
When Armstrong thinks of the current make-up 
of Greenwood and North Tulsa, he sees it as a 
racially mixed community. 

“We will never be able to recreate Historical 
Greenwood in its entirety,” he said. “It’s 
changed. And thankfully it does not have the 
restrictions that Jim Crow forced on it.

“What we’re seeing today is that Greenwood 
and North Tulsa are more inclusive. It does not 
surprise me that there are whites, Hispanics, and 
others that have become part of what’s going on 
in this area. I am an integrationist as are many in 
my generation. So, I am okay with that.”

Armstrong feels that the new mix of 
Greenwoodians will be important in the success 
of entrepreneurial endeavors in Greenwood and 
across North Tulsa. 

“In this era, the Black community – and 
especially entrepreneurs are not going to be able 
to prosper with only Black dollars,” he said. 

“You’d be limiting the ability of Black people 
to do well if you said we only wanted Black 
people to live or shop here.

“But the new Black Wall Street businesses 
are going to survive and thrive because white 
people, Hispanic, young, old – a broad mix of 
people are going to spend their money in them. 

“If we were Atlanta or L.A., we could 
probably survive off Black dollars and make a 
pretty good living. But this is Oklahoma. There 
is not going enough wealth to drive a business 
from just one segment of the community. It 
would limit the ability of Black people to do 
well if they said they only wanted Black people 
to live or shop here.

“The good thing is that the development going 
forward in the next three to fi ve years is going to 
have a majority black minded focus.

“We’ve reached at stage where people are 
saying yes, we need to work to bring back 
what was there historically. Whites and others 
understand that this Is part of what we refer to as 
reparations.

“What I would agree to and what I think is the 
narrative being pushed is that as we are seeing 
the modern-day development of Greenwood that 
there is an emphasis on Black home ownership 
and Black business development.

“And you have the whole world leaning in 
with eyes focused on Tulsa. And they are asking 
‘as you are growing, Tulsa what are you doing 
for that historic Black community?’”

Phil Armstrong
RECOGNIZING THE NEW 
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About The Series
“Of Greenwood,” is a 10-
part investigative series 
of � e Oklahoma Eagle 
that examines key legacies 
that helped to shape our 
community as the “Black 
Wall Street of America.” 
Our series receives support 
from Liberty Mutual 
Insurance. � e Oklahoma 
Eagle is solely responsible 
for this content.
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“We Make America Better When We Aid Our People.”
- E. L. Goodwin (1902-1978, Publisher 1936-1978)
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ON GREENWOOD: OUR MUSIC

Over the years, Tulsa’s Greenwood community has produced an extraordinarily rich range of musicians, singers and bands, including many who have risen to national and international fame. Just a few of the stars, pictured clockwise above: Vocalist Tea Rush; Bassist Cecil McBee; The collective Fire in Litt le Africa; Over the years, Tulsa’s Greenwood community has produced an extraordinarily rich range of musicians, singers and bands, including many who have risen to national and international fame. Just a few of the stars, pictured clockwise above: Vocalist Tea Rush; Bassist Cecil McBee; The collective Fire in Litt le Africa; 
Trombonist and bandleader Ernie Field, Sr; and the original GAP Band. Trombonist and bandleader Ernie Field, Sr; and the original GAP Band. COLLAGE CREATED BY THE EAGLE STAFFCOLLAGE CREATED BY THE EAGLE STAFF
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FROM TULSA TO BROADWAY AND BACK

After earning her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees at Howard University, Edna Burke 
Jackson began her teaching career at three of 
Greenwoodʼs towering institutions: Booker T. 
Washington High School, Vernon A.M.E. Church 
and The Oklahoma Eagle. But her longest 
connection to Tulsa was her near decade stint as 
an Eagle columnist; a role she continued when 
she returned to Washington, D.C., and became an 
education icon. This week, she became the fi rst 
female namesake of a D.C. public high school.”
>>  AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGACY, B1

D.C. SCHOOL RENAMED FOR FORMER EAGLE COLUMNIST

The Greenwood sound continues to play a role in America’s music scene.

>> May: Tulsaʼs Green Legacy 
>> July: The power of Greenwoodʼs circular 
dollar 
>> August: The rich legacy of Tulsaʼs Black 

entrepreneurship 
>> September: Goinʼ to worship: Sunday is a 
lifeline of Greenwoodʼs legacy and future 
>> October: Health care: Carrying on ʻlegacy of 

(Black) physiciansʼ 
>> November: Greenwood: A community 
devoted to education 
>> December: From Tulsa to Broadway and back

ABOUT THIS SERIES
“Of Greenwood,” is a monthly series of The Oklahoma Eagle that examines key legacies that helped to shape our community as the “Black Wall Street of 
America.” Our series receives support from Liberty Mutual Insurance. The Oklahoma Eagle is solely responsible for this content. To read the series and watch 
videos, visit TheOklahomaEagle.net. 

In 1964, we reported that “another segregation 
barrier in school integration was removed 
… by the Sand Springs School Board with 
announcement that at least ten Negro students 
will be admitted to the Charles Page High 
School.” Now, 57 years later, Page alum John 
Neal investigates this landmark event and its 
lingering legacy in the fi rst of a two-part series.

>> INTERGRATING SAND SPRINGS, B2

ONLY IN THE EAGLE: 1964 INTEGRATION OF CHARLES PAGE HS
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The mayor’s state of (not all) of Tulsa
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BUSINESS continued on A5

Ronnie Wilson homegoing 

TALK OF GREENWOOD 

PAGE  2

Owners, entrepreneurs recognized 
for making Tulsa awesome.

NORTH TULSA LEADERS

A new generation of Black Wall Street businesses honored 
The Oklahoma Eagle 

By Gary Lee 

Graphic designer and entrepreneur Tony Williams (center), known as “Mister Black Wall Street,” received the Boomtown Individual 

Award. Tania Garza (second from le� ) accepted the Boomtown Organization Award for Urban Coder’s Guild.  RIP STELL / TYPROS

Religious leaders call for clemency for Julius Jones  

COURTS

PAGE 5

ABOUT THIS SERIES“Of Greenwood,” is a monthly series of The Oklahoma Eagle that examines key legacies that helped to shape our community as the “Black Wall Street of America.” Our series receives support from Liberty Mutual Insurance. The Oklahoma Eagle is solely responsible for this content. 
>> May: Tulsaʼs Green Legacy >> July: The power of Greenwoodʼs circular dollar 

>> August: The rich legacy of Tulsaʼs Black entrepreneurship >> September: Goinʼ to worship: Sunday is a lifeline of Greenwoodʼs legacy and future >> October: Health care: Carrying on ʻlegacy of (Black) physiciansʼ >> November: Greenwood: A community devoted to education To read the series and watch videos, visit TheOklahomaEagle.net. 

ON GREENWOOD: OUR EDUCATION

Greenwood: A community devoted to education 

Three generations of North Tulsa school graduates who have become teachers in the Tulsa Public School system si� ing at the memorial bench to honor Booker T. Washington High School students who became educators. The bench sits at the former site 

Three generations of North Tulsa school graduates who have become teachers in the Tulsa Public School system si� ing at the memorial bench to honor Booker T. Washington High School students who became educators. The bench sits at the former site 

of the Booker T. high school building on Greenwood Avenue, now on the property of the Oklahoma State University-Tulsa campus. Dr. LaVerne Ford Wimberly (le� ), who in 1975 became TPS’s � rst African American female assistant high school principal; TPS 

of the Booker T. high school building on Greenwood Avenue, now on the property of the Oklahoma State University-Tulsa campus. Dr. LaVerne Ford Wimberly (le� ), who in 1975 became TPS’s � rst African American female assistant high school principal; TPS 

“Teacher of the Year” Donna Ross; and Ti� any Benne� , a guidance counselor at East Central High and co-founder of the Facebook page, “Tulsa Black Educators.”  

“Teacher of the Year” Donna Ross; and Ti� any Benne� , a guidance counselor at East Central High and co-founder of the Facebook page, “Tulsa Black Educators.”  BASIL CHILDERS / FOR THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

BASIL CHILDERS / FOR THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

The original Booker T. Washington H.S. building. 

I t did not take more than a few minutes into a conversation for Donna Ross to break into song. She was sharing stories about her years as a student at Walt Whitman Elementary School on North 
Lansing Avenue.  That was in the late 1970s, an era of rising Black Pride across Tulsa, and the teachers were committed to giving kids at the mostly Black school the best lessons for 

success in life.   “I couldnʼt wait to walk into that school every day,” Ross recalled. “Everything about 
the experience - the teaching, the respect for 
learning, brought me joy.”   Her euphoric memories of those years inspired Ross to do her rendition of her alma materʼs song. “Whitman Hornets,” she 

sang, “you will see all the best that there can be.” 

More than four decades later, Ross, now 51 and a veteran Tulsa Public Schools 
(TPS) teacher, devotes her professional life 
to bringing the same superlative level of schooling that she received at Whitman to a new generation of young Tulsans. During 

nearly a quarter-century leading classrooms 
across Tulsa – at Alcott and Hawthorne ele-
mentary schools, and other institutions - she 
has found her sweet spot as a fourth-grade 
teacher at McKinley Elementary School. After 24 years in Tulsa classrooms, Ross 

has honed to a fi ne point the skills she feels 
to give her students to prepare them for the challenges of higher education – and life. Her secret sauce starts with building relationships with each kid in her class.  “From there, you can help guide them each in their way,” she said. “Iʼm not the teacher whoʼs going to tell kids to turn to page 220 and start reading. I think to teach 

kids, you have to reach them on a personal, 

emotional level. And you have to make some serious noise.” Ross says she gets all the thanks she needs for her work every time she runs into one of her students around Tulsa and who has gone on to take solid jobs and lead strong families. But last Spring, TPS presented Ross with the ultimate validation 
for her commitment and contributions by naming her 2021 Teacher of the Year. She was chosen from a talent pool of a dozen of other teachers to become one of only a handful of Northside teachers who have received the top honor.  

Education roots older than statehood 

In her job as a molder of young minds, Ross is part of a storied tradition of Black EDUCATION continued on A2

By Gary Lee The Oklahoma Eagle 

Lonnie Ho
lley, the in

ternationa
lly-cele-

brated bar
d of Black 

American cult
ure, gave 

a spirited p
erformance at the

 Philbrook
 

Museum of Art on 
Sept. 3, br

inging his 

self-styled
 mix of rhyth

m and blues
 and 

performance poetr
y to a sold

-out crowd
 in 

the museum’s sprawlin
g gardens. 

 

For his sho
w, Holley d

rew from his 

collection 
of four alb

ums. At times raspy 

as sandpap
er and at o

thers hone
y-toned, 

his voice w
as a big pa

rt of his ap
peal. His 

spirited re
ndition, “I

 woke up i
n a Fucked

 

Up America,” one
 of the sign

ature song
s 

of his 2018
 album “Mith,” was p

articularly
 

poignant. 
  

A lot was g
oing on in

 Holley’s 9
0-minute 

show. Betw
een songs,

 he blende
d in yarns 

about his c
olorful bac

kground. H
olley, 71, 

was raised
 in Birmingham, Alabama, and 

now lives i
n Atlanta a

nd often re
fers to the 

harsh reali
ties of livin

g in the Am
erican 

South.  
Here he sp

oke of bein
g the seven

th of his 

mother’s 27 
children. T

here he rec
alled his 

grandmother’s bac
kground a

s a gravedi
g-

ger. At one
 point, she

 summoned him in 

to help dig
. “She told

 me, ‘you can
’t lay a 

coffin straight 
in a crooke

d grave,” h
e said. 

Creek In
dian root

s 

As a perfo
rmance artist

, Holley is 
re-

markable in 
his ability 

to embrace wha
tever 

setting he 
is in and b

lend the su
rrounding

 

nature, au
dience, an

d vibe into
 his show. 

 

As the dus
k settled ar

ound him and the 

tree-lined 
garden too

k on eerie 
shadows, 

his perform
ance seem

ed a perfec
t fit for 

a late summer evening
.  He said t

hat the 

memory of his m
aternal gra

ndmother, who
 

was part C
reek India

n, endeare
d him to the 

culture of 
Oklahoma.  

“I am honored t
o come here and

 serve 

the ancesto
rs, “ Holle

y said. “I w
as chosen 

to do this.”
 

The show 
was the clo

sing 

act of the M
useum’s ambitious 

exhibition
, “From The Limita-

tions of No
w.” The ex

hibition 

featured w
orks from several 

dozen arti
sts, includ

ing sev-

eral who a
re Tulsa-b

ased. It 

included v
ibrant tape

stries and 

beadwork,
 vivid pho

tographs, 

songs, pain
tings, and 

videos. 

These artw
orks were 

chosen 

to reflect o
n the viole

nce of 

American hist
ory. Its titl

e and 

theme were insp
ired by the

 

writings of
 Oklahoma-born 

writer Ralp
h Ellison. 

Holley is a
lso an accl

aimed 

visual artis
t and sculp

tor, and 

the show i
ncluded se

veral 

of his work
s. His sculptur

e 

“Weighed Do
wn by the 

Hose” 

When Pastor
 Marla Mayberry sta

rts feeling 

the spirit, 
you know 

it.  

From any seat in
 the sanctu

ary at Anti
och 

Baptist Ch
urch, wher

e she is sen
ior pastor,

 you 

can hear a
nd feel it. O

n this Sund
ay, it hap-

pened arou
nd about 1

0 minutes into
 her first 

reading of
 the scriptu

re of the d
ay – from the 

book of Ps
alms. 

“We don’t hav
e to make an app

ointment 

with God,”
 she said a

s the caden
ce of her v

oice 

rose. “You
 don’t have

 to wait in 
line. God k

new 

you who w
ere, and w

hat you ha
d to do eve

n 

before you
 were born

.”  

Mayberry th
en looked 

out at the 
congrega-

tion – her 
flock, mainly composed of lo

ng-

time members. From
 across the

 room came 

one shout-
out, then a

nother. Fin
ally, a chor

us 

of “Amens!” rose.
  

Now in he
r element, Antioc

h’s lead pa
stor 

carried for
th. 

At roughly
 the same hour, do

zens of oth
er 

pastors led
 their cong

regations i
n a similar, 

self-styled
 call and re

sponse.  

Oklahoma officials 

are ready to resume 

executions
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By Gary Lee

Julius Jones must 

not be executed  

LOCAL & STATE

Page A4

COMMENTARY

Page A7

North Tulsa didn’t 

destroy itself; 

certain people did 

and still are 

INSIDE

MUSIC REVIEW

Internationally-acclaimed artist Lonnie Holley 

celebrates his Creek Indian heritage (roots) 

ON GREENWOOD: LEGACY OF OUR FAITH

The Oklahoma Eagle By Gary Lee 

Goin’ to 
worship

HOLLEY  continued on A3

Rev. Marla Potter delivers sermon from behind the pulpit at Antioch Baptist Church. JEZREL WHITE / FOR THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

CHURCH  continued on A2

Renowned American artist, art educator and musician Lonnie Holley performed at the Philbrook 

Museum of Art on Sept. 3. JACK DEAN/PHILBROOK MUSEUM

“Of Greenw
ood,” is a m

onthly 

series of Th
e Oklahom

a Eagle that
 

examines key leg
acies that h

elped to 

shape our c
ommunity as the

 “Black 

Wall Street of
 America.” Our 

series 

receives sup
port from Liberty Mutual 

Insurance. 
The Oklaho

ma Eagle is 

solely respo
nsible for th

is content. 

>> May: Tulsa’s G
reen Legac

y 

>> July: Th
e power of 

Greenwood
’s 

circular dol
lar 

>> August:
 The rich le

gacy of Tul
-

sa’s Black en
trepreneurs

hip  

ABOUT THIS SERIES: 

Sunday is a lifeline 

for Greenwood’s 

legacy and future
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Multiracial coalition 
of Masons partner 
to donate $20,000 
to the Greenwood 
Cultural Center 
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Voting rights 
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priority for Congress 
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Entrepreneur lays 
out plan for the New 

Black Wall Street

INSIDE

TULSA RACE MASSACRE

At Tulsa’s oldest cemetery, the 20-acre Oaklawn Cemetery, were the caskets that contained the remains of 33 people, whose 
remains were exhumed as part of the City of Tulsa’s investigation into the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre and possible location of 
mass graves of scores of unaccounted victims murdered by white Tulsans during their destruction of the historic all-Black 
Greenwood community a century earlier. City work crews used a backhoe to dump dirt into a mass grave pit located adjacent 
to the cemetery’s so-called “colored” po� er’s � eld. The remains, some suspected to be those of Race Massacre victims, were 
once again covered up. CITY OF TULSA

Contributing Writer 
By Randy Hopkins 

Tulsa’s private briefi ng on reburial of remains
The City of Tulsa’s 
Mass Graves Debacle

BRIEFING continued on A4

North Tulsa’s health care stretches back more than a century. KIDZ BIZZ 
Konference Tulsa: 

A success 

GOOD NEWS

PAGE  5

ABOUT THIS SERIES
“Of Greenwood,” is a monthly series 
of The Oklahoma Eagle that examines 
key legacies that helped to shape our 
community as the “Black Wall Street of 
America.” Our series receives support from 
Liberty Mutual Insurance. The Oklahoma 
Eagle is solely responsible for this content. 

>> May: Tulsa’s Green Legacy 
>> July: The power of Greenwood’s 
circular dollar 
>> August: The rich legacy of Tulsa’s 
Black entrepreneurship 
>> September: Goin’ to worship

ON GREENWOOD: OUR MEDICAL CARE

Carrying on legacy of Black physicians
By Victor Luckerson 
For The Oklahoma Eagle 

Dr. Runako Whittaker didnʼt 
expect to stay in Tulsa. The 
pediatrician came to the city 
for her residency in the year 
2000 in order to get help to 
pay off her student loans.  

The federal government 
was offering fi nancial relief 
to med school graduates 
who worked in medically 
underserved areas, and North 
Tulsa, which had lacked a 
full-service hospital since the 
1960s, certainly qualifi ed. 
For Whittaker, Seattle was 
home, and she expected to be 
back on the West Coast soon 

enough.  
But in North Tulsa she found a 

community she wanted to help, 
and a legion of older doctors 
who wanted to help her.  

“There have been several 
Black physicians here in town 
who have served as mentors 
for me,” Dr. Whittaker said, 
citing longtime North Tulsa 
neurologist Dr. Jerome Wade as 
an especially strong infl uence. 
“He was always open for 
questions and advice.” 

Dr. Whittaker and Dr. Wade 
serve as recent links in a 
lineage of North Tulsa health 
care that stretches back more 
than a century. This community 

has long been served by a 
small but dedicated group of 
physicians who strive to protect 
the health and well-being of 
their neighbors.  

For decades, North Tulsa 
doctors dealt with inferior 
equipment and poorer facilities 
than their white counterparts. 
They were excluded from both 
medical schools and medical 
societies in the state. After 
Jim Crow was slowly beaten 
back in the 1960s, a new set 
of challenges emerged, with 

LEGACY continued on A2

Dr. Runako Whi� aker at WestView Clinic in North Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Dr. Runako Whi� aker at WestView Clinic in North Tulsa, Oklahoma.  BASIL CHILDERSBASIL CHILDERS

The men’s surgical ward in the Maurice Willows Hospital,324 North Hartford Ave., on the site of the old Dunbar School. The hospital contained a modern operating room, surgical ward for men, a surgical ward for women, a 
maternity ward, a general medical women’s ward, kitchen, bath and closets. The hospital was the in Tulsa’s history built for African Americans. Three African American men are in hospital beds, one African American man 
with an amputated le�  arm standing in the middle of the room, two African American men si� ing in the corner, and an African American youth si� ing on the far le� . The photograph was taken by Gi� ord I. Talmage, whose 
studio was in the Robinson Building, 519 West Fourth St. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Tulsa native Randy Hopkins investigates the 
backstory of how the city of Tulsa handled – 
some critics even say mishandled – the search 
for the remains race massacre murder victims 
that led to Oaklawn Cemetery. The three-part 
series runs in our Oct. 8 and Oct. 15 editions. 
The entire investigation is available www.
centerforpublicsecrets.org. This is second of three 
parts. 
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WAYMAN 
TISDALE 

Black America salutes 
entreprepreneur and 

philanthropist Robert F. Smith 

GUEST COMMENTARY

PAGE A11

OPINION  

PAGE  A11

Proposed voting rights 
laws are in a tough place 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY

PAGE  A5-A8

Special: 43rd Annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Commemorative Parade

True grit, stellar coaching and adoring fans

SPORTS MACHINE continued on A2

ON GREENWOOD: THE NORTH TULSA SPORTS MACHINE

“We Make America Better When We Aid Our People.”
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Sand Springs: Erasing 
the Black community  

By John Neal 
For the Oklahoma Eagle 
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Florida could shield whites 
from ‘discomfort’ of racist past 
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It was one of Regina Goodwin’s fi rst po-
litical races. “A vote for Goodwin is a good 
win,” was her slogan.  

The campaign started mild enough, but 
things quickly turned fi erce. So fi erce that 
Goodwin persuaded her opponent’s cam-
paign manager to jump ship and join her 
team. The opponent nonetheless won by 10 
votes. Goodwin demanded a recount. In the 

end, she conceded. There would be other 
battles to fi ght. 

Never mind that the contest took place 
when Goodwin was barely a teenager and 
a student at George Washington Carver 
Middle School, which was directly in her 
backyard off North Greenwood Avenue. The 
case illustrates two of her characteristics as 
a politician: diehard competitiveness and a 
tenacious will to represent the people. As an 
Oklahoma state representative since 2015, 
she has drawn from both qualities to re-
markable effect.  

In contrast to Goodwin, Vanessa 
Hall-Harper never dreamed she’d become an 
elected offi cial. During her years growing 
up in North Tulsa, “I was the quiet one,” she 
recalls.  

But then, after returning from four years 
away at Jackson State University in Missis-
sippi, she was shocked by the dilapidation 
of the Northside. There was nowhere to 
shop for groceries. Quality housing was so 
scarce she ended up settling in South Tulsa. 

Biden nominates 
Jackson, fi rst 
Black woman, to 
Supreme Court 

“We Make America Better When We Aid Our People.” - E. L. Goodwin (1902-1978, Publisher 1936-1978)
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ASSOCIATED PRESS  

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden on Friday nominated federal 
appeals court Judge Ketanji Brown 
Jackson to the Supreme Court, the 
fi rst Black woman selected to serve 
on a court that once declared her 
race unworthy of citizenship and 
endorsed American segregation.  

Introducing Jackson at the White 
House, Biden declared, “I believe 
it’s time that we have a court that 
refl ects the full talents and great-
ness of our nation.” 

With his nominee standing 
alongside, the president praised her 
as having “a pragmatic understand-
ing that the law must work for the 
American people.” He said, “She 
strives to be fair, to get it right, to 
do justice.” 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam 
erat volutpat. sectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euis-
mod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

Today’s political leaders carry the torch 
for justice and equity 
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JAMES “JIM” O. GOODWIN
EXPERIENCE AND FAITH ARE OUR MOTIVATIONS

THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE LOCAL APRIL 29 - MAY 5, 2022

James O. Goodwin is a lifelong Tulsan, a renowned 
attorney, community leader and publisher of the Okla-
homa Eagle, which is based in the Historic Greenwood 

District. Goodwin is a fervent advocate for the reconstruction 
of Greenwood and for the preservation history and legacy. 

His perspective:  
“Greenwood is a testament to the ability of Black peo-

ple to face incredible adversarial conditions head on and 
succeed and continue to push forward and create a record 
and legacy of successes. If you look back over the history of 
the neighborhood it will show that the greater the obstacles 
that were placed before the community, the greater were the 
successes. Just consider the post slavery legacy, the history 
of Jim Crowe, the bloodshed of the 1921 Race Massacre and 
the ability of the community to overcome all that. The most 
dramatic example of this is the swift rebuilding of Green-
wood following the devastation of the 1921 race massacre.  

“That record of resilience is not a myth. It’s the reality 
of the Greenwood that I grew up in and it’s the reality of 
Greenwood today. 

“The lyrics of James Weldon Johnson’s spiritual ‘Lift 
Every Voice and Sing’ captures perfectly what the spirit of 
Greenwood is about:

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won

 “In order to keep that spirit going, we need to have and 
preserve a record of the tragedies that occurred and how they 
were overcome. Heliographs and other exhibits of Green-
wood’s past; something to show current and future genera-
tions what the history of the neighborhood was. There have 

been some efforts to do this. The Greenwood Cultural Center 
has been doing some of this work. The new Greenwood 
Rising does some of this work, but we can go further.  

“The challenges continue. In order to face them and keep 
moving forward we will need to continue to draw from our 
legacy and from the spirit on which Greenwood was created.  

“But as much as spirit, we will need capital, assets, and 
investment. You must have the ability in the Black commu-
nity to create wealth and build on it. There are already some 
community entrepreneurs who have launched endeavors 
along these lines. We need to support those initiatives, create 
more opportunities, and follow through with them. 

“This rebuilding should be centered and grounded in the 
Greenwood community. It can go further to other corners 
of the city. But based on our legacy, I have no doubts that 
Greenwood will continue to mount a record of successes.

James “Jim” O. Goodwin, Esq., 
Publisher, The Oklahoma Eagle. BASIL 
CHILDERS / THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE 

ATLANTA — Dr. Dare Adewumi 
was thrilled when he was hired to 
lead the neurosurgery practice at an 
Atlanta-area hospital near where 
he grew up. But he says he quick-
ly faced racial discrimination that 
ultimately led to his firing and has 
prevented him from getting perma-
nent work elsewhere.

His lawyers and other advocates 
say he’s not alone, that Black doctors 
across the country commonly expe-
rience discrimination, ranging from 
microaggressions to career-threaten-
ing disciplinary actions. Biases, con-
scious or not, can become magnified 
in the fiercely competitive hospital 
environment, they say, and the under-
representation of Black doctors can 
discourage them from speaking up.

“Too many of us are worried 
about retaliation, what happens 
when you say something,” said Dr. 
Rachel Villanueva, president of the 
National Medical Association, which 
represents Black doctors. “We have 
scores of doctors that are sending us 
letters about these same discriminato-
ry practices all the time and seeking 
our help as an association in fighting 
that.”

Scarcity of Black male doctors

According to the Association of 
American Medical Colleges, Black 
doctors made up just 5% of active 
physicians in the U.S. in 2018, the 
most recent data available. People 
who identify as Black alone represent 
12.4% of the total U.S. population, 
according to the 2020 U.S. census. 
For the 2021-2022 academic year, 
8.1% of students enrolled in medical 
schools identified as Black alone. 

The medical school association 
and the National Medical Association 
in 2020 announced an initiative to 
address the scarcity of Black men in 
medicine — they made up only 2.9% 
of 2019-2020 enrolled students.

The American Medical Associa-
tion, the country’s largest, most in-
fluential doctors’ group, is also trying 
to attract Black students to medicine, 
working with historically Black 
colleges and universities and helping 
secure scholarships, president Dr. 
Gerald Harmon said.

“We’re trying to put our money 
where our mouth is on this and our 
actions where our thoughts are,” he 
said, acknowledging that, among 
other things, a shortage of Black phy-
sicians contributes to poorer health 
outcomes for Black patients.

Some Black doctors who believe 
they’ve been mistreated are speaking 
out. Adewumi, 39, filed a federal 
lawsuit in September against Wellstar 
Medical Group and Wellstar Health 
Systems alleging employment dis-
crimination based on race.

“If they don’t like him, that’s one 
thing, but you can’t penalize some-
one — according to the law — based 
on race,” his lawyer C.K. Hoffler 
said. “And that’s the exact thing that 
happened to Dare. And that’s what 
many, many highly skilled, highly 
trained, highly credentialed African 
American doctors are experiencing in 
this country.”

Uneven evaluations

Adewumi said some of his surgical 
decisions were questioned and he 
was placed on a performance review 
plan, steps he says were a pretext to 
push him out. He said he had a pre-
viously unblemished record, and his 
white colleagues didn’t face similar 
scrutiny.

“I’ve worked so hard, done so 
much to get to this level, and all I 
really wanted to do was help sick 
people,” he said. “And here I was 
having this taken away from me for 
no reason other than my skin color.”

William Hill, an attorney for Well-
star, said the case is sealed so he’s 
unable to speak about specifics.

“Wellstar does not discriminate. 
Dr. Adewumi has not been the 

subject of discrimination or unfair 
treatment. Patient care and safety are 
Wellstar’s top priorities,” Hill wrote 
in an email, noting that they have 
filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit.

Dr. Stella Safo, an HIV specialist, 
is among a group of past and present 
employees at the Arnhold Institute 
for Global Health at Mount Sinai 
in New York City who in April 
2019 sued alleging sex, age and 
race discrimination. Some claims 
have been dismissed but others are 
moving forward. Safo’s claims focus 
on alleged gender discrimination, 
but she said that, as a Black woman, 
race and gender discrimination are 
intertwined. Since filing the lawsuit, 
she’s heard from a lot of people with 
similar stories.

Adewumi’s allegations don’t sur-
prise her: “It’s what many of us have 
gone through directly,” she said.

Speaking out has been “terrible,” 
Safo said, adding that she risked her 
career and lost friendships. But she’s 
felt vindicated by changes: The New 
York City Council last year passed 
legislation to create an advisory 
board to examine racial and gender 
discrimination in hospitals.

A judge sealed Adewumi’s lawsuit 
and some filings in the case at the 
request of Wellstar, which cited con-
fidential information. The following 
account of what happened comes 
from an interview with Adewumi 
and a complaint he filed with the fed-
eral Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, which in July granted 
him permission to sue.

Targeted at work

Adewumi signed on in March 
2018 to lead neurosurgery services 
at Wellstar Cobb Hospital in Austell, 
Georgia. The hospital hadn’t had 
a neurosurgeon for a decade and 
referred patients elsewhere, including 
Wellstar Kennestone Hospital, where 
Adewumi’s supervisor worked.

As his practice started to flourish, 
Adewumi felt his supervisor was 

targeting him “with the intention of 
undermining my skill as a physician 
and pushing me out of the group,” 
the EEOC complaint says.

In November 2018, Adewumi 
began receiving “letters of inquiry” 
about surgeries he’d done. These 
anonymous letters can be submitted 
by any member of the medical staff 
or be triggered by a patient com-
plaint. They’re reviewed by the hos-
pital’s medical executive committee.

At first, Adewumi said, he didn’t 
know what the letters were, having 
never received anything similar. But 
within eight months, he had received 
15, all but one filed by colleagues.

Separate independent reviews 
requested by the hospital and by 
Adewumi’s lawyers found that 
concerns stemmed from differences 
in opinion about the approach or 
surgical technique, not patient care 
standards or safety, according to the 
EEOC complaint.

In contrast, Adewumi said, he’s 
aware of at least two cases where 
white colleagues performed surger-
ies that were unnecessary or left a 
patient disfigured. He doesn’t believe 
they received letters of inquiry or 
were disciplined in any way.

After trying unsuccessfully to 
mend the relationship with his super-
visor, Adewumi said he went up the 
chain to raise concerns and a hospital 
system executive suggested it might 
be better if he resigned. Floored by 
the suggestion, Adewumi refused to 
quit.

Wellstar then proposed an “action 
plan.” It wasn’t meant to be punitive 
but would help “better integrate” him 
into the main group of neurosurgeons 
at Wellstar Kennestone Hospital, he 
was told.

Racial bias

Several Black doctors in Georgia 
and elsewhere who spoke to The 
Associated Press said the hierarchy 
and competition in hospitals, where 
surgeons are evaluated and compen-

sated based on productivity, can lead 
to people being targeted if they aren’t 
liked or are perceived as professional 
threats. Racial bias can compound 
that, they said.

Adewumi suspects that’s what 
happened to him. Before arriving at 
Wellstar, he’d done two fellowships 
on spine and brain tumors, learning 
difficult techniques that others within 
the neurosurgery group couldn’t do. 
Additionally, his presence at Well-
star Cobb meant lucrative surgeries 
were no longer being referred to his 
colleagues at Wellstar Kennestone.

During an action plan check-in 
meeting in August 2019, medical ex-
ecutive committee leaders applauded 
Adewumi’s progress. Two months 
later, on Oct. 8, he was fired “not for 
cause.” He was assured he’d done 
“nothing wrong,” that he was being 
dismissed because “certain relation-
ships were not fostered.”

His termination was effective at 
the end of a 180-day notice period, in 
April 2020, but he wasn’t required or 
allowed to work at the hospital in the 
meantime. That meant he couldn’t 
fulfill a six-week “mentorship” 
requirement, leaving his action plan 
incomplete.

In March 2020, as the coronavirus 
began to strain hospitals, he emailed 
Wellstar administrators offering to 
come back temporarily in any capac-
ity to help. He figured the hospital 
could use extra hands, and it could 
allow him to complete his action 
plan and resolve his situation without 
suing. But Wellstar refused.

With his action plan incomplete, 
the hospital refused to give him a 
“letter of good standing,” leaving 
him unable to find a hospital that 
will credential him, meaning he can’t 
work as a neurosurgeon.

“They have cornered him and 
locked him out, effectively,” Hoffler 
said. “You don’t do this by happen-
stance, by mistake. This is intentional 
and deliberate and that is why we 
have a lawsuit pending.”

Black doctors say they face discrimination based on race
HEALTH CARE EQUITY

BY KATE BRUMBACK 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GREENWOOD From A6



For years, pediatricians have 
followed flawed guidelines linking 
race to risks for urinary infections 
and newborn jaundice. In a new 
policy announced Monday, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
said it is putting all its guidance 
under the microscope to eliminate 
“race-based” medicine and result-
ing health disparities.

A re-examination of AAP treat-
ment recommendations that began 
before George Floyd’s 2020 death 
and intensified after it has doctors 
concerned that Black youngsters 
have been undertreated and over-
looked, said Dr. Joseph Wright, 
lead author of the new policy and 
chief health equity officer at the 
University of Maryland’s medical 
system.

The influential academy has 
begun purging outdated advice. 
It is committing to scrutinizing 
its “entire catalog,” including 
guidelines, educational materials, 
textbooks and newsletter articles, 

Wright said.
“We are really being much more 

rigorous about the ways in which 
we assess risk for disease and 
health outcomes,” Wright said. 
“We do have to hold ourselves 
accountable in that way. It’s going 
to require a heavy lift.”

Dr. Brittani James, a family 
medicine doctor and medical di-
rector for a Chicago health center, 
said the academy is making a 
pivotal move.

“What makes this so monumen-
tal is the fact that this is a medical 
institution and it’s not just words. 
They’re acting,” James said.

In recent years, other major doc-
tor groups including the American 
Medical Association have made 
similar pledges. They are spurred 
in part by civil rights and social 
justice movements, but also by 
science showing the strong roles 
that social conditions, genetics 
and other biological factors play in 
determining health.

Last year, the academy retired a 
guideline calculation based on the 

unproven idea that Black children 
faced lower risks than white kids 
for urinary infections. A review 
had shown that the strongest risk 
factors were prior urinary infec-
tions and fevers lasting more than 
48 hours, not race, Wright said.

A revision to its newborn jaun-
dice guidance — which currently 
suggests certain races have higher 
and lower risks — is planned for 
this summer, Wright said.

Dr. Nia Heard-Garris, head of 
an academy group on minority 
health and equity and a pediatri-
cian at Chicago’s Lurie Children’s 
Hospital, noted that the new policy 
includes a brief history “of how 
some of our frequently used clin-
ical aids have come to be — via 
pseudoscience and racism.”

Whatever the intent, these aids 
have harmed patients, she said.

“This violates our oath as 
physicians — to do no harm — 
and as such should not be used,” 
Heard-Garris said.

Dr. Valencia Walker, a specialist 
in newborn care and health equity 

at Nationwide Children’s Hospi-
tal in Columbus, Ohio, called the 
new policy “a critical step” toward 
reducing racial health disparities.

The academy is urging other 
medical institutions and specialty 
groups to take a similar approach 
in working to eliminate racism in 

medicine.
“We can’t just plug up one leak 

in a pipe full of holes and expect it 
to be remedied,” said Heard-Gar-
ris. “This statement shines a light 
for pediatricians and other health-
care providers to find and patch 
those holes.”

At first, Deary Vaughn got mad. 
He had just found out that the city 
of Muskogee had demolished his 
prize property behind his back. 
It was in 2005, and Vaughn, a 
Black retired Air Force officer and 
Master Mason, sitting in the study 
of his home in Muskogee, read the 
bitter news in a letter from Musk-
ogee’s municipal authorities. His 
building, located on a prime lot 
near the Muskogee inland water-
way, had been erased. 

“He was livid,” recalled Cassan-
dra Vaughn, his eldest daughter, 
who was in the same room with 
her father.

Vaughn immediately vowed to 
get even. Referring to Muskogee 
officials in terms too explicit to 
print, he pledged that he and his 
wife Esther would make the city 
pay for their action.

Seventeen years later, Vaughn’s 
family appears to be close to 
receiving justice. Last week, the 
Oklahoma Civil Court of Appeals, 
Division IV, agreed that Vaughn 
was wronged. 

“It is undisputed City did not 
provide the Vaughns with a hear-
ing before the Public Nuisance 
Appeals Board,” Chief Judge John 
F. Fischer stated in the unanimous 
decision reached by a three-judge 
panel and issued in April 26. “The 
District Court’s determination that 
city’s actions constituted a taking 
of the Vaughn’s’ private property 
without due process is supported 
by the evidence and ... affirmed.” 

The opinion by the appellate 
panel supported earlier rulings in 
the case. 

Family could receive over $6 
million

By the account of David Ander-
son, the attorney for the Vaughns’ 
family estate, the court’s ruling 
will require Muskogee to pay the 
Vaughn family over $6 million. 
The calculation is based on a near-
ly $2 million award in Vaughn’s 
favor that the Oklahoma District 
court made in 2011, compiled by 
accumulating interest and includ-
ing attorney’s fees. The court of 
appeals suggested that the amount 
due to the Vaughns should be the 
original 2011 judgment of $1,952 
682 in compensation with interest 
compounded at 6 percent.

Even if Muskogee settles the 
Vaughn case, Anderson told the 
Oklahoma Eagle, it is only the first 
of hundreds of similar cases the 
city must address. Anderson and 
others familiar with the circum-
stances interviewed by the Eagle 
estimate that over three decades, 
Muskogee destroyed over 2,000 

homes owned by private citizens 
without due process. If the home-
owners pursue civil rights suits in 
federal court against Muskogee, 
Anderson said, the city could owe 
well over $200 million in civil 
rights fines, he said.

Muskogee officials expressed 
disappointment with the ruling in 
the Vaughn case.  Despite a series 
of judicial rulings stating that 
Muskogee took Vaughn’s property 
without due process, city officials 
maintain that they did nothing 
wrong. 

Muskogee City Attorney Roy 
Tucker said he would review the 
case with city councilors during 
executive session during their 
regular meeting on May 2. Council 
action taken on the case were not 
available at press time. 

Sean McKelvey, a private at-
torney with the law firm Steidley 
& Neal – who the Muskogee city 
council has hired to handle the 
case – could not be reached for 
comment.

The April 19 judgment climaxed 
a 17-year tug of war between the 
Vaughn family and Muskogee of-
ficials over whether the city would 
take responsibility for the destruc-
tion of Vaughn’s building. 

Following through with their 
pledge to get even with the city, 
Deary Vaughn and Esther Vaughn 
filed a lawsuit in 2007 alleging that 
the municipality demolished their 
commercial property without pro-
viding notice and an opportunity 
for the family to be heard. 

The Vaughns pursued what is 
known as an inverse condemnation 
complaint. It alleges that the city 
failed to follow state law in its 
rush to demolish their property. In 
2011, the district court sided with 
the Vaughns and issued a judgment 
that Muskogee should pay the 
Vaughns $1,952,682 in compensa-
tion. 

Muskogee rejects all 
wrongdoing

The city declined to pay and 
appealed the ruling. They took 
the stance that it was their right to 
destroy Vaughn’s property. 

“The city argues that in de-
molishing the structures on the 
Vaughn’s property, the city was 
acting within its police power to 
abate a public nuisance rather than 
pursuant to its power of eminent 
domain to ‘take’ the Vaughn’s’ 
property,” according to an official 
2015 court document of the case 
of Vaughn v. Muskogee. “The city 
concludes, therefore, that no com-
pensatory taking occurred.”

Pushing through with the case 
became a daily ordeal for the 
Vaughns for years and by their 
daughter Cassandra’s account “it 
took a heavy toll on Zthem.”

Esther Vaughn died before in 
2016, and Deary Vaughn died in 
2020. 

Following 
their father’s 
passing, the three 
Vaughn daughters 
pledged to follow 
through with the 
case until the 
family received 
justice. 

“We agreed to do whatever it 
takes to ensure that our family gets 
what is due,” Cassandra told the 
Eagle. 

The Vaughns’ saga illustrates the 
approach that the city of Muskogee 
used to destroy and gain control 
of legions of other homeowners’ 
property. The demolition was 
prompted by the determination of 
a city inspector who deemed the 
structures “dilapidated and unsafe” 
after responding to complaints 
about the condition of structures on 
Vaughn’s property. 

Anderson and other experts of 
the statutes governing such prop-
erty cases point out that the step 
that the city missed in all of the in-
stances was to hold a public hear-
ing to allow the homeowners to 
respond and correct any problems.  
In court procedures, the city has 
maintained that the property was 
in such disrepair that they were not 
obligated to hold a hearing before 
demolition.

‘They are going to face 
judgment’

The Vaughns’ case appeared to 
follow a pattern Muskogee used to 
seize and destroy the properties of 
many other homeowners. Darwin 
England’s saga is one of them. The 
former schoolteacher bought seven 
houses in different parts of Musk-
ogee in the late 1990s and early 
2000s to turn them into rentals 
to provide him with retirement 
income. The city condemned and 
demolished five of the properties, 
he said in an interview with the 
Oklahoma Eagle. The decisions to 
condemn the places were made by 
Ill qualified inspectors and based 
on minor, baseless technicalities, 
England alleges.

“There was nothing wrong with 
those homes,” he added. “It was 
clear that the city wanted those 
properties and did whatever they 
could to destroy them.”

In none of the cases did the city 
allow him time to address the is-
sues before they demolished them. 
Their approach was discriminato-
ry,” England said, “discriminatory 
against the rights of poor people.”

In another case, the city bull-
dozed the Muskogee home of 
Sharon Taff and her disabled son 
Gregory in 2006 while all their 
possessions were still inside, ac-
cording to Anderson, representing 
the family.

“They would not even let them 
back inside the house to retrieve 
their cat or other possessions,” 
Anderson explained. 

Since the loss of the home, the 
family has lived in poverty, he 
said.

In a third incidence, the Lacey 
family had several homes in dif-
ferent parts of Muskogee that were 
abolished. 

The three cases have joined the 
Vaughn case in a lawsuit the fam-
ilies are pursuing against Musk-
ogee.  By agreement, the ruling in 
the Vaughn case would establish a 
precedent for the ruling in others. 

After years of battling, the 
Vaughns and England are poised to 
sue in federal court that the Mus-
cogee City Council violated their 
civil rights. The suit would make 
individual council members liable 
to pay the debt.

“The city council made my par-
ents wait for over 15 years without 
showing them any mercy or under-
standing,” Cassandra Vaughn told 

the Eagle. “My parents endured a 
lot of pain and stress. Now we are 
taking the same attitude. They will 
have to pay what is due. We don’t 
care if they have to drain their per-
sonal bank accounts, or however 
they get the funds. They will have 
to pay.”

England, too, is bitter with 
Muskogee’s city council mem-
bers and has pledged to hold them 
responsible.

“They say a prayer before their 
meetings and then close off any 
discussion or complaints from 
private citizens,” he said of them. 
“They have refused to hear us. 
They don’t respect us. Now they 
are going to have to face judg-
ment.”

May 17, 2005: City of Musk-
ogee posts notices that structures 
were unsafe and in violation of 
the city’s building codes.
May 26, 2005: Muskogee 
City-County Port Authority 
petitions the court in an attempt 
to seize the property by eminent 
domain, an action dismissed five 
months later.
Sept. 26, 2006: City demolish-
es structures after the Vaughns 
allegedly fail to object to con-
demnation proceedings and the 
demolition.
Oct. 2, 2007: The Vaughns file 
inverse condemnation lawsuit 
against the city of Muskogee.
Oct. 19, 2007: Muskogee Coun-
ty District Court judge appoints 
commissioners to appraise 
alleged loss or damages result-
ing from the demolition of the 
Vaughns’ property.
Feb. 12, 2008: Commissioners 
file a report, assessing damages 
to the Vaughns’ property at $1.95 
million.
April 16, 2008: City of Musk-
ogee files an objection to the 
commissioners’ report and a 
demand for jury trial.
June 9, 2008: Oklahoma Su-
preme Court prohibits the late 
filing of the city of Muskogee’s 
objection to the commissioners’ 
report and demand for jury trial.
June 15, 2011: Vaughn case 
scheduled for trial in Muskogee 
County District Court before 
an appointed judge from Creek 
County, who enters directed 
verdict against the city of Musk-
ogee.
July 5, 2011: City councilors 
vote to appeal June 15, 2011, 

verdict.
February 10, 2015: Oklahoma 
Court of Civil Appeals, Divi-
sion II, reverses the trial court’s 
ruling and remands the case for 
further hearing on the issue of 
taking.
Oct. 20, 2015: Oklahoma Su-
preme Court files mandate with 
the Muskogee County Court 
Clerk’s Office after denying pe-
tition seeking further review, di-
recting the trial court to proceed 
in accordance with the appellate 
court’s opinion.
June 27, 2016: Lead plaintiff 
Esther Vaughn dies.
April 19, 2017: Second trial 
begins in Muskogee County 
District Court.
March 15, 2018: Judge renders 
second verdict, finding an uncon-
stitutional taking occurred and 
awarding damages to plaintiffs.
Sept. 17, 2019: City appeals 
from a final judgment for plain-
tiffs on issue of taking and the 
award of prejudgment interest, 
and plaintiff subsequently file a 
counter-appeal of the award of 
interest.
Dec. 15, 2020: Plaintiff Deary 
Vaughn dies, and the lawsuit 
continues after his estate steps in 
as substitute plaintiff.
April 19, 2022: Oklahoma Court 
of Civil Appeals affirms dis-
trict court’s determination that 
a taking occurred, reverses the 
award for prejudgment interest, 
and remands the matter to the 
district court with instructions to 
calculate prejudgment interest at 
6% and post-judgment interest at 
the statutory rate. 

Chronology of The Vaughns’ case
THE MUSKOGEE PHOENIX

A pediatrician examines a newborn baby in her clinic in Chicago. In a new policy statement 
released May 2, the American Academy of Pediatrics says it is putting all its guidance under 
the microscope to eliminate “race-based” medicine and resulting health disparities.  AMR 
ALFIKY/AP
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AROUND OKLAHOMA: MUSKOGEE

Court rules in favor of Black family in property demolition case

BY GARY LEE 

Muskogee faces possible 
$6 million payout

VAUGHN

Pediatricians’ group moves to abandon race-based guidance
HEALTH CARE EQUITY 

BY LINDSEY TANNER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS



SAGINAW, Mich. — A retired 
Michigan optometrist faces fed-
eral charges for allegedly leaving 
nooses and notes mocking the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
inside a couple’s truck and near 
or inside stores as well as placing 
threatening phone calls.

Kenneth David Pilon, 61, of 
Saginaw, is charged with six 
counts of interfering with fed-
erally protected activities — a 
misdemeanor punishable by up to 
a year in prison and fines, federal 
prosecutors announced Wednes-
day.

The charges allege that “Pilon 
intimidated and attempted to in-
timidate citizens from participat-
ing lawfully in speech and peace-
ful assembly opposing the denial 
of Black people’s right to enjoy 
police protection and services free 
from brutality,” an FBI special 
agent wrote in an affidavit.

Pilon’s attorney, Barry Wolf, 
was not readily available for 
comment, the Detroit Free Press 
reported. The Associated Press 
left a message Thursday for 
Wolf requesting comment on the 
charges.

Federal prosecutors allege that 
on June 14, 2020, Pilon used ra-
cial slurs while calling nine Star-
bucks stores in Michigan about 

workers who might be wearing 
Black Lives Matter T-shirts.

Those calls came days after 
Starbucks announced it was 
producing about 250,000 Black 
Lives Matter shirts for employees 
to wear if they wanted to express 
support for the movement follow-
ing the killing of George Floyd by 
a Minneapolis police officer.

In one call to a Starbucks store, 
Pilon allegedly used a racial slur 
when telling a staffer he planned 
to lynch someone, according to 
the court filing.

Then, between June 22, 2020, 
and July 17, 2020, prosecutors 
said Pilon left five nooses in 

Saginaw with handwritten notes 
reading: “An accessory to be 
worn with your ‘BLM’ t-shirt. 
Happy protesting!” Those nooses 
were left in parking lots in and 
outside Goodwill, Walmart and 
Kroger stores, inside a 7-Eleven 
store and inside a vehicle owned 
by a Saginaw couple.

That couple, Regina and Donald 
Simon, told the Free Press that 
Donald Simon found the noose 
and note inside his truck one day 
after they had spent time playing 
with their puppy in their front 
yard as they were both wearing 
Black Lives Matter T-shirts.

“I opened my door, and when 
I looked at it, then I looked at it 
again, I was amazed,” said Don-
ald Simon, who is Black, adding 
that he was overcome with anger 
and confusion at the sight of the 
noose. “I was in shock. I thought, 
‘Is this really what I think it is?’”

After discovering the noose, the 
couple posted what happened on 
Facebook, along with a photo of 
what was found in the truck.

“He was bringing hate to my 
front door, and that really both-
ered us,” said Regina Simon, who 
is Mexican and white. “We’re not 
hateful people. That really shook 
me right there.”

A coalition of abortion pro-
viders and national reproductive 
justice groups filed two lawsuits 
in Oklahoma court April 28 in a 
bid to block two extreme abortion 
bans passed this month by Okla-
homa’s Republican led legislature.

Planned Parenthood is leading 
the fight. “To limit a person’s 
freedom and autonomy is uncon-
scionable and unconstitutional,” 
Alexis McGill Johnson, the 
organization’s president, said in a 
statement.  “Unless these abortion 
bans are stopped, Oklahomans 
will be robbed of the freedom 
to control their own bodies and 
futures.”

“We’ve told Oklahoma politi-
cians loud and clear: keep your 
bans off our bodies,” added John-
son. “Today, we’re taking the state 
to court to stop these bans from 
robbing Oklahomans of abortion 
access.”

Tamya Cox-Touré, co-chair of 
the Oklahoma Call for Reproduc-
tive Justice, emphasized that the 
Oklahoma’s bans will have the 
harshest effect on women of color. 

She said the statutes “will push 
abortion access out of reach for 
many communities who already 
face often insurmountable barriers 
to healthcare, including Black and 
brown communities, low-income 
communities, and people who live 
in rural areas.”

One of the bills the coalition op-
poses is Senate Bill 1503. It would 
reward informants with at least 
$10,000 each time they success-
fully sue a person who provides or 
helps someone access an abortion 
after six weeks — before many 
people know they are pregnant. 

The Oklahoma legislature 

passed the bill on April 28, with 
no debate or questions. It would 
become effective as soon as Gov. 
Kevin Stitt signs it, which he has 
promised to do. 

The Center for Reproductive 
Rights called the bill a “boun-
ty-hunting scheme.”

The coalition filed the suit 
against SB 1503 directly in Okla-
homa Supreme Court. Plaintiffs 
requested an emergency order to 
keep the statute from going into 
effect.

Oklahoma is a critical state for 
abortion access right now, with 
many Texans fleeing to Oklahoma 
for abortion care,” added Nancy 
Northup, president of the Center 
for Reproductive Rights, which is 
representing the plaintiffs, accord-
ing to a report by CNN. “These 
bans would further decimate abor-
tion access across the South.”

Attorney General John O’Con-
nor, who was appointed by Stitt, 
said in a statement that his “office 
will do everything it can to ensure 
that these plaintiffs do not succeed 
in further undermining human 
rights and Oklahoma law.”

The second bill the group is 
fighting is SB 612. The legisla-
tion, scheduled to take effect this 
summer, criminalizes virtually all 
abortions at any stage of pregnan-
cy, threatening healthcare workers 
who provide one with a felony 
punishable by up to 10 years in 
prison and/or a $100,000 fine. 

“The bill was pushed through 
by GOP lawmakers and signed 
by Stitt last month. Oklahoma is 
a critical state for abortion access 
right now, with many Texans 
fleeing to Oklahoma for abortion 
care,” Northup added. “These 
bans would further decimate abor-
tion access across the South.”

Three leading Tulsa story-
tellers used a panel discussion 
last week to share how they are 
working in different ways to 
keep the narrative of the Historic 
Greenwood District and Black 
Wall Street in the eyes and ears 
of the public.

Carlos Moreno, graphic de-
signer and author, is developing 
a project to map out the Green-
wood neighborhood. It will be 
an interactive map depicting the 
community building by building. 
He’s also working on filming 
stories of Greenwood.  The 
project will help him elevate the 
narrative of Black Wall Street 
depicted in his 2021 book “Vic-
tory of Greenwood.” 

 TheRese Anderson-Aduni` has 
produced a video presentation 
highlighting some of the 
less celebrated characters of 
Greenwood, including maids, 
drivers, shoe shiners and even 
scoundrels. Anderson-Aduni, 
who has worked in collaboration 
with the Greenwood Arts Project, 
is a third-generation survivor 
of the Tulsa Race Massacre. 
Her father, the Rev. Harold 
Anderson, was an amateur 
filmmaker who chronicled 
Black business and community 
leaders on film in the 1940s 
through the 1960s.  She has put 
together presentations of her 
father’s work in a documentary 
“Rebuilding Black Wall Street.” 

 Hannibal Johnson is advising 
the Greenwood Cultural Center 
and the Greenwood Rising Black 
Wall Street History Center. The 
well-known attorney and author 
is also on the Commemoration 
Fund Committee. The Fund over-

sees the $6 million fund set aside 
by the Zarrow Family Founda-
tion to address inequities related 
to race for people of color in 
Tulsa.

Roots in Greenwood

The three storytellers present-
ed their perspectives on Green-
wood and Black Wall Street in a 
lively panel discussion on April 
27 at Tulsa Community College.  
Dewayne Dickens, TCC’s direc-
tor of Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion, served as the moderator. 
Dickens asked the panelists to 
talk about their current projects 
and how it connects with Black 
Wall Street and Greenwood. He 
also asked them why the history 
of Greenwood and Race Massa-
cre were important to them.

Anderson-Aduni told of her 
North Tulsa roots. She was born 
at Moton Hospital, which at 
one time was the only hospital 
in Tulsa where Blacks could 
go. She graduated from Booker 
T. Washington High School in 
1971. 

When she went away to 
college, she was called a Black 
Wall Street Princess. Grow-
ing up in a rebuilt Greenwood, 
Anderson-Aduni didn’t know 
about Black Wall Street. None-
theless, she liked being a “diva” 
of Greenwood. She grew up in a 
rebuilt Greenwood. Quoting the 
local poet Deborah Hunter, she 
said. “I thought I was already 
living in Greenwood.”

Johnson said that his father 
graduated from BTW in 1942 
and became a teacher. Explaining 
what motivated him to pursue a 
career in writing, he said: “Truth 
is important. Creating narratives 
that aren’t in the history books is 
important. You can’t talk about 

history and not include Black 
people.

Moreno explained how some-
one who did not originate in 
Tulsa can still engage in the 
Black Wall Street story. “I’m not 
Black,” he said. “I’m not from 
Tulsa. But the Greenwood com-
munity opened the door here. 
It didn’t matter what color you 
were or pedigree you had.”

Moreno added that in the Cal-
ifornia culture where he grew, it 
was important to listen to elders 
and their stories. His book, “Vic-
tory of Greenwood,” is simply 
a reflection of the conversations 
with elders and a lot of research.

How to engage today

The three speakers offered 
different views on how today’s 
generation can engage. For An-
derson-Aduni, one key thing is to 
listen to each other. Whether it’s 
at church or one the job, lean in 
to understand different perspec-
tives.  “Be the best you can be,” 
she said. “Learn for yourself. 
You don’t have to confront. You 
don’t have to win every battle. 
That’s our ego.”

Anderson-Aduni said when she 
teaches kids about rebuilding, 
she tries to relate today’s world 
to the time of the Race Massacre.

For Johnson, advocacy is key. 

“It’s important to stand up and 
speak out. Voting is also crucial 
and not just for President. Voting 
for positions like school board 
members is also important, he 
explained, because those are the 
people making important deci-
sions.

 Moreno stressed the impor-
tance of everyone getting out of 
their comfort zone spaces. 

“We need to learn our histo-
ry,” Moreno concluded. “Whites 
don’t know their history either.” 
He said he would like to see 
more of history being taught, 
period., all the history, black, 
native, Latino, etc.

“Welcome To Greenwood” can be seen on the I-244 underpass as it crosses Greenwood Avenue. RUSSELL LACOUR.
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Keeping the Greenwood story alive
BY RUSSELL LACOUR 
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Regina and Donald Simon pose for a photograph in front of their home in Saginaw, Mich., 
July 13, 2020. On May 1, July Donald looked in his vehicle to find what appears to be 
a noose, with a note attached. A retired Michigan optometrist faces federal charges for 
allegedly leaving nooses and notes mocking the Black Lives Matter movement inside the 
mixed-race couple’s pickup truck, near or inside several stores and placing threatening 
phone calls. KAYTIE BOOMER/SAGINAW NEWS VIA AP

Groups challenge OK’s 
new abortion statutes 

OKLAHOMA POLITICS

BY GARY LEE
THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE

Feds: Michigan man left nooses, 
notes mocking BLM movement

BLACK LIVES MATTER   

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Regina and Donald Simon display signs in their yard in Saginaw on July 13, 2020. KAYTIE 
BOOMER/SAGINAW NEWS VIA AP

MORENO ANDERSON-ADUNI JOHNSON

Graphic artist and author Carlos Moreno wrote, “The victory of Greenwood.” 
RUSSELL LACOUR.
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NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. MS 22-002

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids 
will be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 20th day 
of May, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. MS 22-002 CITYWIDE 
NON-ARTERIAL MICROSURFACING
The entire cost of the improvement 

shall be paid from 
Account No. 2036N0001Z.Streets.
CWNARP.4282.42823243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, May 2, 2022 
at 9:45 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services at 
the City of Tulsa Engineering Services, 
2317 South Jackson, Room 103, North 
Building, for a non-refundable fee in 
the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.
Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to hire 
only citizens of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City 
are also exempt from those taxes. 
A bidder may exclude from his bid 
appropriate sales taxes, which he will 
not have to pay while acting for and 
on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will be 
required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and considered 
by the Bid Committee of said City at 
a meeting of said Committee to be 
held in the City Council Room of City 
Hall in said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 
20th day of May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022.

 (SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA METROPOLITAN UTILITY 
AUTHORITY PROJECT NO. ES 2015-

21, C9

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority, a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 
20th of May 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. ES 2015-21, C9 
CONCRETE PIPE REPLACEMENT 
PROGRAM, CONTRACT 9

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 2131S00009.
SewerLines.

Sewer.7521.75213122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 3, 
2022 at 9:00 a.m. and will be held 
through video conferencing with 
Microsoft Teams.

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre-
qualification certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A, or D

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services for the City of Tulsa, 2317 
South Jackson, Room 103, North 
Building, for a non-refundable fee in 
the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the Tulsa Metropolitan Utility 
Authority by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called in Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors 
to hire only citizens of the United 
States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidder’s Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to 
be retained as liquidated damages 
in the event the successful bidder 
fails, neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 
20th day of May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022. 

(SEAL)
R. Louis Reynolds, 

Chairperson Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. MS 22-001

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will 
be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 20th day 
of May, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in 
the construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. MS 22-001 CITYWIDE 
ARTERIAL MICROSURFACING

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 2036A1000Z.Streets.
CWARP.4282.42823243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Monday, May 2, 2022 
at 9:45 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa 
Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, 
for a non-refundable fee in the 
amount of $50.00 made payable to 
the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.
Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors 
to hire only citizens of the United 
States.
The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 20th day of 
May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022. 

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022
NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C4

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids 
will be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 20th day 
of May 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C4 
CITYWIDE NON-ARTERIAL MILL, 

PATCH & OVERLAY

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 144021.Streets 
32.5453104.6330.42723243-
541106 2036N0001Z.Streets.

CWNARP.4281.42813243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, May 2, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/
Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services at 
the City of Tulsa Engineering Services, 
2317 South Jackson, Room 103, 
North Building, for a non-refundable 
fee in the amount of $50.00 made 
payable to the City of Tulsa by check 
or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.
The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City 
are also exempt from those taxes. 
A bidder may exclude from his bid 
appropriate sales taxes, which he will 
not have to pay while acting for and 
on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said City 
at 9:00 a.m. on the 20th day of May 
2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
OKLAHOMA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
LAWS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION
NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR AN 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

In accordance with Title 37, Section 
522 and Title 37A Section 2-141 Le 
Belle, LLC , 400 Riverwalk Terrance 
Ste., Jenks, OK 74037  (name & address 
of individual, partners, limited 
partnership, corporation, or limited 
liability company) an/a Limited 
Liability Company (individual, 
partnership, limited partnership, 
corporation, limited liability 
company) hereby publishes notice 
of its (his, her,  its, their) intention to 
apply within sixty days from this date 
to the Oklahoma Alcoholic Beverage 
Laws Enforcement Commission for a 
Mixed Beverage Combination  (Beer 
& Wine, Brewer, Distiller, Rectifier, 
Winemaker, wholesaler, Class B, 
Retail Store, Mixed Beverage , Bottle 
Club, Caterer, or Caterer/Mixed 
Beverage Combination) License 
under authority of and in compliance 
with the said Act:  That it (he, she, it 
or they)  Intend (s), if granted such 
a license to operate as a Mixed 
Beverage Combination  (Beer & 
Wine , Brewer, Distiller, Rectifier, 
Winemaker, Wholesaler, Class B, Retail 
Store, Mixed Beverage, Bottle Club, 
Caterer, or Caterer/Mixed Beverage 
Combination)  establishment with 
business premises located at 400 
Riverwalk Terrance Ste. #180., Jenks 
Ok 74037 (full street address or legal 
description) in Jenks (City), Tulsa 
(County), Oklahoma, under the 
business name Le Belle Restaurant & 
Events

Dated this 20th day of April   2022

Signature of applicant (s):  If 
partnership, all partners must sign.  
If corporation, an officer of the 
corporation must sign.  If limited 
liability company, a manager must 
sign.
 Tylisha M. Oliver  County 
of Tulsa, State of Oklahoma.
Before me, the undersigned notary 
public, personally appeared;
Tylisha M. Oliver  to me known to be 
the person (s) described in and who 
executed the foregoing application 
and acknowledged that she executed 
the same as her free act and deed.

Regina Fisher                                  
 02-10-2023
 (Notary Public)   
 (My commission expires)

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

THIS COPY ONLY FOR THE WEEK OF  
April 24-30 – (ocan042422) 

Please choose the copy below that best fits your ONE column width. Thank you.

1.5” X 10” 1.66” X 9.8”

WANT TO BUY
OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, ban-
jos, mandolins, etc. Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, oth-
ers. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
REAL ESTATE AUCTION  —  
2.31+/- Acres, Spring Fed Pond & 
Home (Live & Online) | Personal 
Property Auction (Online Only) | May 
6 | LOCATION: Newcastle, OK | 
WigginsAuctioneers.com, 800-375-
3773 

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA 
NEWSPAPERS. We can place 
your ad in 146 newspapers.  
For more information or to place 
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672. 

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  
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ATTENTION
HOMEOWNERS 
In need of METAL ROOFS, 

SIDING or WINDOWS

CALL NOW!
800-664-4856

We are looking for homes in your County 
to display in our upcoming brochure.

SAVE HUNDREDS, EVEN 
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.

100% FINANCING.  
NO MONEY DOWN.
PAYMENTS FROM  

$69/mo*
NO PAYMENTS UNTIL 2023

Only a limited amount of homes  
will be selected.
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TIMBER
REMOVAL

PAYNE COUNTY, OK
Ph. 580-491-8116

Some cedar  
suitable for lumber.

Much more could be 
processed into firewood.
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NOTICE
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

IN AND FOR TULSA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
DAVID COWANS, JR., Deceased

Pb-2020-323

ORDER FIXING DAY OF HEARING
 RETURN OF SALE OF REAL 

PROPERTY

Valerie J. Evans, Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 

David Cowans, Jr., deceased, having 
this day made a return to this Court 
of her proceedings under the order 
of sale of real property made by this 
Court on the 27th day of April 2022, 
and filed said Return in the District 
Court, and a hearing upon the said 
Return of proceedings being asked 

for in the said Return.

IT IS ORDERED AND DIRECTED that 
the17th day of May, 2022, at 9:00 
o’clock A.M., at Courtroom 701 of 
this Courtin the Courthouse in the 
City of Tulsa and State aforesaid, be 
and the same is hereby fixed for the 
hearing upon said Return, and that 
notice be published as required by 
statute and that said notice briefly 
indicate the land sold, the name of 
the purchaser, the sum for which it 
was sold, and refer to the Return for 

further particulars.
 
Dated this 26th day of April 2022. 

/S/ KURT GLASSCO
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT COURT

Prepared by:

VALERIE J. EVANS, OBA No. 
Attorney and Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 692056
Tulsa, OK 74169

valerie@lawofficesvevans.net
(918) 960-018 (Office)

(866) 495-7228 (facsimile)
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NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 29 and May 6, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

PROJECT NO. 144017AO, 144019 PH 
6A & TMUA-W 14-74 PH (6A)

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids 
will be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 3rd day of 
June, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in the 
construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. 144017AO, 144019 PH 
6A & TMUA-W 14-74 PH (6A) EAST 7TH 
STREET - SOUTH DETROIT AVENUE 
TO SOUTH KENOSHA AVENUE, EAST 
8TH STREET – SOUTH CINCINNATI 
AVENUE TO KENOSHA AVENUE

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 
Account No. 2036D00042.Streets.
CBDSA.4281.42813122-541106 

144017.
Streets.5453104.4053122-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Monday, May 9, 2022 
at 10:00 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services at 
the City of Tulsa Engineering Services, 
2317 South Jackson, Room 103, 
North Building, for a non-refundable 
fee in the amount of $50.00 made 
payable to the City of Tulsa by check 
or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United States.
The City of Tulsa itself is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use taxes, 
and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. Section 
1356(10), direct vendors to the City 
are also exempt from those taxes. 
A bidder may exclude from his bid 
appropriate sales taxes, which he will 
not have to pay while acting for and 
on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said City 
at 9:00 a.m. on the 3rd day of June 
2022.
Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 29th 
day of April 2022.

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS SEALED BIDS 
FOR PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C3

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Mayor of the City 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, sealed bids will 
be received in Room 260 of the 
Office of the City Clerk, City of Tulsa, 
175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 20th day 
of May, 2022 for furnishing all tools, 
materials and labor and performing 
the work necessary to be done in 
the construction of the following:

PROJECT NO. 2022-MPO C3 
CITYWIDE ARTERIAL MILL, PATCH & 
OVERLAY

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 
Account No. 2036A1000Z.Street.
CWARP.4281.42813243-541106 

2036A1000Z.Street.
CWARP.4282.42823243-541106

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Monday, May 2, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/
government/departments/engin 
eering-services/construction-bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holders of valid pre-
qualifications certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services at the City of Tulsa 
Engineering Services, 2317 South 
Jackson, Room 103, North Building, 
for a non-refundable fee in the 
amount of $50.00 made payable to 
the City of Tulsa by check or money 
order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non- 
discrimination in employment.

The overall aspirational Small 
Business Enterprise utilization goal 
for this project is ten (10) percent.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors 
to hire only citizens of the United 
States.

The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidders Surety Bond, in the sum of 
5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall in said 
City at 9:00 a.m. on the 20th day of 
May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022. 

(SEAL)
Christina Chappell City Clerk

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA METROPOLITAN UTILITY 
AUTHORITY PROJECT NO. TMUA-W 

13-33, CONTRACT 3

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority, a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m., 
20th day of May, 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. TMUA-W 13-33 
CONTRACT 3 SPAVINAW DAM SOUTH 
ABUTMENT REPAIR

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 
2131W0005Z.WaterSupp.

Water.7400.74003122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 3, 2022 
at 9:30 a.m. and will be held through 
video conferencing with Microsoft 
Teams, invitation presented on 
the City of Tulsa’s website at this 
link: https://www.cityoftulsa.
org/government/departments/
engineering- services/construction-
bids/

Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is MANDATORY. Bids will not be 
received from contractors who did 
not attend the Pre-Bid Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre- 
qualification certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A or C

Drawings, specifications and contract 
documents for construction of said 
public improvements of the said 
project have been adopted by the 
Mayor of said City. Copies of same 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Director of Engineering Services for 
the City of Tulsa, 2317 South Jackson, 
Room 103, North Building, for a 
non- refundable fee in the amount 
of $50.00 made payable to the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority by 
check or money order.
Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.

Attention is called to Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors to 
hire only citizens of the United States.

The Authority, acting on behalf of 
the City of Tulsa, is exempt from 
the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the Authority are also exempt from 
those taxes. A bidder may exclude 
from his bid appropriate sales taxes 
which he will not have to pay while 
acting for and on behalf of the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Utility Authority. See 
Contract Article IIB.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidder’s Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into said 
contract for the construction of said 
public improvements for said project 
and furnish the necessary bonds 
within thirty days from and after the 
date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract 
is awarded will be required 
to furnish public liability and 
workmen’s compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the Authority, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall, 175 E. 2nd 
Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. on the 
20th day of May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022. 

(SEAL)
R. Louis Reynolds Chairperson Tulsa 

Metropolitan Utility Authority

NOTICE
Published in The Oklahoma Eagle: 

April 22 and 29, 2022

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
SEALED BIDS FOR

TULSA METROPOLITAN UTILITY 
AUTHORITY PROJECT NO. ES 2015-

21, C9

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to an order by the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority, a Public Trust, 
sealed bids will be received in Room 
260 of the Office of the City Clerk, 
City of Tulsa, 175 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74103 until 8:30 a.m. the 
20th of May 2022 for furnishing 
all tools, materials and labor and 
performing the work necessary to 
be done in the construction of the 
following:

PROJECT NO. ES 2015-21, C9 
CONCRETE PIPE REPLACEMENT 

PROGRAM, CONTRACT 9

The entire cost of the improvement 
shall be paid from 

Account No. 2131S00009.
SewerLines.

Sewer.7521.75213122-541101

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Conference 
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 3, 
2022 at 9:00 a.m. and will be held 
through video conferencing with 
Microsoft Teams.

Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is MANDATORY. Bids will 
not be received from contractors 
who did not attend the Pre-Bid 
Conference.

Bids will be accepted by the City 
Clerk from the holder of valid pre-
qualification certificates from the 
City of Tulsa in one or more of the 
following classifications: A, or D

Drawings, specifications and 
contract documents for construction 
of said public improvements of the 
said project have been adopted 
by the Mayor of said City. Copies 
of same may be obtained at the 
Office of the Director of Engineering 
Services for the City of Tulsa, 2317 
South Jackson, Room 103, North 
Building, for a non-refundable fee in 
the amount of $50.00 made payable 
to the Tulsa Metropolitan Utility 
Authority by check or money order.

Contract requirements shall include 
compliance as required by law 
pertaining to the practice of non-
discrimination in employment.
Attention is called in Resolution No. 
18145 of August 23, 1988, requiring 
bidders to commit to the goal of 
employing on the project at least 
fifty percent bona fide residents of 
the City of Tulsa and/or MSA in each 
employment classification.

Attention is called to Resolution 
7404 of November 8, 2006, requiring 
bidders, their subcontractors and 
their lower-tier subcontractors 
to hire only citizens of the United 
States.
The City of Tulsa itself is exempt 
from the payment of any sales or use 
taxes, and pursuant to Title 68 O.S. 
Section 1356(10), direct vendors to 
the City are also exempt from those 
taxes. A bidder may exclude from his 
bid appropriate sales taxes, which 
he will not have to pay while acting 
for and on behalf of the City of Tulsa.

A Certified or Cashier’s Check or 
Bidder’s Surety Bond, in the sum 
of 5% of the amount of the bid will 
be required from each bidder to be 
retained as liquidated damages in 
the event the successful bidder fails, 
neglects or refuses to enter into 
said contract for the construction of 
said public improvements for said 
project and furnish the necessary 
bonds within thirty days from and 
after the date the award is made.

The bidder to whom a contract is 
awarded will be required to furnish 
public liability and workmen’s 
compensation insurance; 
Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds acceptable 
to the City of Tulsa, in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
proposed contract documents. 
The Performance, Statutory, and 
Maintenance bonds shall be for 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price.

All bids will be opened and 
considered by the Bid Committee 
of said City at a meeting of said 
Committee to be held in the City 
Council Room of City Hall, 175 E. 
2nd Street, in said City at 9:00 a.m. 
on the 20th day of May 2022.

Dated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, this 22nd 
day of April 2022. 

(SEAL)
R. Louis Reynolds, 

Chairperson Tulsa Metropolitan 
Utility Authority

NOTICE
  IN THE DISTRICT COURT

   IN AND FOR TULSA COUNTY
    STATE OF OKLAHOMA

      IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:

      DAVID COWANS, JR., deceased
PB-2020-323

NOTICE OF HEARING 
           RETURN OF SALE OF REAL 

PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that Valerie 
J. Evans, the duly appointed and 
qualified Personal Representative 
of the Estate of David Cowans, 
Jr., deceased, has returned and 
presented for confirmation, and 
filed in said Court is return of the 
sale of the following described real 

property of said Estate, to-wit:

Lot Two (2), Block One (1), 
STONEGATE ESTATES, an Addition 
in Tulsa County, State of Oklahoma, 

according to the recorded Plat 
thereof

for the sum of Two Hundred Two 
Thousand Dollars ($202,000) to 
Chris Phillips and that the 17th 
day of May, 2022, at 9:00 o’clock 
A.M., at Courtroom 701 of the 

District Court in the Courthouse in 
the City of Tulsa in said County of 
Tulsa and State aforesaid has been 
duly appointed by said Court for 
hearing said Return, at which time 
any person interested in said Estate 
may appear and file his exceptions 

in writing to said Return and 
contest the same, and are hereby 
referred to said Return for further 

particulars.

In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set    my hand and affixed 
the seal of said Court this 29th day 

of April 2022..

/s/KURT GLASSCO
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT COURT

 Prepared by:

VALERIE J. EVANS, OBA No. 
Attorney and Personal 

Representative
P.O. Box 692056
Tulsa, OK 74169

valerie@lawofficesvevans.net
(918) 960-018 (Office)

(866) 495-7228 (facsimile)
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Even as a young adult, Shan-
nen Dee Williams – who grew up 
Black and Catholic in Memphis, 
Tennessee – knew of only one 
Black nun, and a fake one at that: 
Sister Mary Clarence, as played 
by Whoopi Goldberg in the comic 
film “Sister Act.”

After 14 years of research, Wil-
liams – a history professor at the 
University of Dayton – arguably 
now knows more about America’s 
Black nuns than anyone in the 
world. Her comprehensive and 
compelling history of them, “Sub-
versive Habits,” will be published 
May 17.

Williams found that many Black 
nuns were modest about their 
achievements and reticent about 
sharing details of bad experiences, 
such as encountering racism and 
discrimination. Some acknowl-
edged wrenching events only after 
Williams confronted them with 
details gleaned from other sourc-
es.

“For me, it was about recog-
nizing the ways in which trauma 
silences people in ways they may 
not even be aware of,” she said.

The story is told chronologi-
cally, yet always in the context of 
a theme Williams outlines in her 
preface: that the nearly 200-year 
history of these nuns in the U.S. 
has been overlooked or willfully 
suppressed by those who resented 
or disrespected them.

“For far too long, scholars 
of the American, Catholic, and 
Black pasts have unconsciously or 
consciously declared – by virtue 
of misrepresentation, marginaliza-
tion, and outright erasure – that 
the history of Black Catholic 
nuns does not matter,” she writes, 
depicting her book as proof that 
their history “has always mat-
tered.”

Catholic sisterhood

Williams begins her narrative in 
the pre-Civil War era when some 
Black women, even in slave-hold-
ing states, found their way into 
Catholic sisterhood. Some entered 
previously whites-only orders, 
often in subservient roles, while 
a few trailblazing women formed 
orders for Black nuns in Balti-
more and New Orleans.

Even as the number of Ameri-
can nuns – of all races – shrinks 
relentlessly, that Baltimore order 
founded in 1829 remains intact, 
continuing its mission to edu-
cate Black youths. Some current 
members of the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence help run Saint Frances 
Academy, a high school serving 
low-income Black neighborhoods.

Some of the most detailed 
passages in “Subversive Habits” 
recount the Jim Crow era, extend-
ing from the 1870s through the 
1950s, when Black nuns were not 
spared from the segregation and 
discrimination endured by many 
other African Americans.

In the 1960s, Williams writes, 
Black nuns were often discour-
aged or blocked by their white 
superiors from engaging in the 
civil rights struggle.

Yet one of them, Sister Mary 
Antona Ebo, was on the front 
lines of marchers who gathered in 
Selma, Alabama, in 1965 in sup-
port of Black voting rights and in 
protest of the violence of Bloody 
Sunday when white state troopers 
brutally dispersed peaceful Black 
demonstrators. An Associated 
Press photo of Ebo and other nuns 
in the march on March 10 — three 
days after Bloody Sunday — ran 
on the front pages of many news-
papers.

Over two decades before Selma, 
Ebo faced repeated struggles to 
surmount racial barriers. She was 
denied admittance to Catholic 
nursing schools because of her 
race, and later endured segrega-
tion policies at the white-led order 
she joined in St. Louis in 1946, 
according to Williams.

National Black Sisters

The idea for “Subversive 
Habits” took shape in 2007, when 
Williams – then a graduate stu-
dent at Rutgers University – was 
seeking a compelling topic for a 
paper due in a seminar on African 
American history.

At the library, she searched 
through microfilm editions of 
Black-owned newspapers and 
came across a 1968 article in the 
Pittsburgh Courier about a group 
of Catholic nuns forming the Na-
tional Black Sisters’ Conference.

The accompanying photo, of 
four smiling Black nuns, “literally 
stopped me in my tracks,” she 
said. “I was raised Catholic … 
How did I not know that Black 
nuns existed?”

Mesmerized by her discovery, 
she began devouring “everything 
I could that had been published 
about black Catholic history,” 
while setting out to interview 
founding members of the National 
Black Sisters’ Conference. As her 
research broadened, she scoured 
overlooked archives, previously 
sealed church records and out-
of-print books, while conducting 
more than 100 interviews.

“I bore witness to a profoundly 
unfamiliar history that disrupts 
and revises much of what has 
been said and written about the 
U.S. Catholic Church and the 
place of Black people within 
it,” Williams writes. “Because 
it is impossible to narrate Black 
sisters’ journey in the United 
States – accurately and honestly – 
without confronting the Church’s 
largely unacknowledged and 
unreconciled histories of colonial-
ism, slavery, and segregation.”

Historians have been unable to 
identify the nation’s first Black 
Catholic nun, but Williams re-
counts some of the earliest moves 
to bring Black women into Catho-
lic religious orders.

One of the oldest Black sis-
terhoods, the Sisters of the Holy 
Family, formed in New Orleans 

in 1842 because white sister-
hoods in Louisiana, including 
the slave-holding Ursuline order, 
refused to accept African Ameri-
cans.

The principal founder of that 
New Orleans order — Henriette 
Delille — and Oblate Sisters of 
Providence founder Mary Lange 
are among three Black nuns from 
the U.S. designated by Catholic 
officials as worthy of consider-
ation for sainthood. The other is 
Sister Thea Bowman, a beloved 
educator, evangelist and singer 
who died in Mississippi in 1990 
and is buried in Williams’s home-
town of Memphis, Tennessee.

An aging ministry

According to the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, there 
are about 400 African American 
religious sisters, out of a total of 
roughly 40,000 nuns.

That overall figure is only 
one-fourth of the 160,000 nuns in 
1970, according to Catholic re-
searchers at Georgetown Univer-
sity. Whatever their races, many 
of the remaining nuns are elderly, 
and the influx of youthful novices 
is sparse.

Williams told the AP she was 
considering leaving the Catholic 
church – due partly to its handling 
of racial issues – as she started 
researching Black nuns. Hearing 
their histories revitalized her faith.

“As these women were tell-
ing me their stories, they were 
also preaching to me in a such a 
beautiful way,” Williams said. “It 
wasn’t done in a way that reflect-
ed any anger – they had already 
made their peace with it, despite 
the unholy discrimination they 
had faced.”

What keeps her in the church 
now, Williams said, is a commit-
ment to these women who chose 
to share their stories.

“It took a lot for them to get it 
out,” she said. “I remain in awe 
of these women, of their faithful-
ness.”
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African American Catholic nuns: A 
compelling, long-overlooked history
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On May 1, 2022, longtime and beloved Howard County resident, 
Vivian C. “Millie” Bailey passed away peacefully at her home. The 
104-year-old leaves behind countless family and friends.

Visitation will be held Saturday, May 7 from 2-5 p.m. at Harry H. 
Witzke’s Family Funeral Home in Ellicott City. Funeral services will be 
held at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County at 10 AM on Mon-
day May 9. In Lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hanover Hills 
Elementary School, Howard Community College-The Vivian C. “Mil-
lie” and William Harrison Bailey Food Pantry (checks made payable 
to: HCCEF - Food Pantry), or the Community Action Council-William 
Bailey Memorial Fund to support housing, energy or other essentials for 
Howard County families in need (checks made payable to Community 
Action Council with the note designating The William Bailey Memorial 
Fund). Interment will be at a later date in Calvary Cemetery, Tulsa, OK. 
Interment arrangements by Jack’s Memory Chapel. Online condolences 
may be made at www.harrywitzkefuneralhome.com.

BAILEY, VIVIAN CORBETT “MILLIE”

LIFE REMEMBERED

TOP  This 1898 photo provided by the Sisters of the Holy Family (SSF) shows members of 
the religious order of African-American nuns in New Orleans. One of the oldest Black sis-
terhoods, the SSF, formed in New Orleans in 1842 because white sisterhoods in Louisiana, 
including the slave-holding Ursuline order, refused to accept African Americans. SISTERS 
OF THE HOLY FAMILY

LEFT Shannen Dee Williams, associate professor of history at the University of Dayton, 
speaks to her students during a class in Dayton, Ohio. Williams spent 14 years researching 
America’s Black nuns, and her history of them, “Subversive Habits,” will be published 
May 17. Williams found that many Black nuns were modest about their achievements and 
reticent about sharing details of bad experiences, such as encountering racism and discrimi-
nation. AARON DOSTER/AP

RIGHT Six Catholic nuns, including Sister Mary Antona Ebo (front row fourth from left) lead 
a march in Selma, Ala., on March 10, 1965, in support of Black voting rights and in protest 
of the violence of Bloody Sunday when white state troopers brutally dispersed peaceful 
Black demonstrators. The group was within a hundred feet of a black church when the 
police blocked their way. AP  



THE OKLAHOMA EAGLE NATION APRIL 29 - MAY 5, 2022

Harvard pledges $100M to research, 
atone for role in enslavement

SOCIAL JUSTICE: ENSLAVEMENT 
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for week of  APRIL 24, 2022
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan042422) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

SATURDAY, MAY 14
AT NOON

Apache Auction Market 
Apache, OK

Selling bred cows and pairs off local ranches.
COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL

For more information on buying or consigning

888-926-9696
www.stockmanoklahoma.com
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RESCHEDULED
SPECIAL COW SALE

LARGE ABSOLUTE AUCTION
CASTON ARCHITECTURAL 

MILLWORK
One of Oklahoma’s Oldest Millwork Companies Since 1934

Closing after 88 years of Successful Business!

THURS. APRIL 28TH @ 9:00 AM
ITEMS LOCATED AT:  6701 N. Hudson Ave, Okla. City, Okla.

INSPECTION: Mon. April 25th, Tues. April 26th &  
Wed. April 27th from 8:00 AM To 4:00 PM and  

Starting at 8:00 AM Day Of Auction

AUCTION HELD AT: 
 DAKIL AUCTIONEERS, INC.

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.

CAN’T MAKE IT TO THE AUCTION,  
BID LIVE ON-LINE AT 

WWW.DAKIL.COM
1,000’s of Items, 100’s of Lots. Complete Millwork Shop.   
See web site for detailed listing & pictures. Buyers Premium will apply

AUCTIONEERS, 405-751-6179

www.dakil.com
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PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE OKLAHOMA CITY
NATIONAL MEMORIAL & MUSEUM

APRIL 28-30   OKCMARATHON.COM
2023 RUN TO REMEMBER

Thank you to everyone who helped make 
this Marathon a runaway success. We can’t 

wait to see you again in April 2023! 
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Law Day 2022

Thursday, April 28 | 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
FREE LEGAL ADViCE

SUBMiT QUESTiONS NOW 
AT WWW.OKBAR.ORG

405-493-9131
ASKALAWYER@OKBAR.ORG

Law Day is a public service of the Oklahoma Bar Association 
and county bar associations.
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BOSTON — Harvard University 
is vowing to spend $100 million 
to study and atone for its exten-
sive ties with slavery, the school’s 
president announced April 26, with 
plans to identify and support the 
descendants of enslaved people 
who labored at the Ivy League 
campus.

President Lawrence Bacow 
announced the funding as Harvard 
released a new report detailing the 
many ways the college benefit-
ed from slavery and perpetuated 
racial inequality. But the report 
stops short of recommending direct 
financial reparations, and officials 
have no immediate plans for that 
kind of support.

Harvard, the nation’s oldest and 
wealthiest college, is the latest 
among a growing number of U.S. 
schools attempting to confront 
their involvement with slavery and 
also make amends for it.

The report, commissioned by 
Bacow, found that Harvard’s 
faculty, staff and leaders enslaved 
more than 70 Black and Native 
American people from the school’s 
founding in 1636 to 1783. It 
cautions that the figure is “almost 
certainly an undercount.” Using 
historical records, researchers were 
able to identify dozens of enslaved 
people by name, along with their 
connection to the university.

Most were identified only by a 
single name, such as Cesar, Dinah 
and Venus.

“Enslaved men and women 
served Harvard presidents and 
professors and fed and cared for 
Harvard students,” researchers 
found. “Moreover, throughout this 
period and well into the 19th cen-
tury, the University and its donors 
benefited from extensive financial 
ties to slavery.”

The report says the university 
“should make a significant mone-
tary commitment, and it should in-
vest in remedies of equal or greater 
breadth than other universities.” 
Bacow said Harvard will attempt 
to redress its wrongs through 
“teaching, research and service.” 
He is creating a committee to im-
plement the report’s suggestions.

Building on earlier research at 
Harvard, the report details how the 
university depended on the slave 
trade in its early years and profited 
from it for decades.

Harvard invested directly in the 
sugar and rum trades in the Carib-
bean, along with the U.S. cotton 
and railroad industries. The col-
lege’s early growth is credited to 
support from wealthy donors who 
accumulated their fortunes through 
the slave trade and industries that 
relied on it.

Along with the 70 people who 
were enslaved, the report also 
lists their enslavers — including 
several Harvard presidents and 
high-ranking officials — and the 
campus buildings, rooms and 
professorships that are still named 
after them.

Even after slavery was abol-
ished, the report says, prominent 
scholars continued to promote 
concepts that fueled racist ideas.

It cites work by 19th century 
professor Louis Agassiz, who 
pushed discredited theories on 
“race science” and eugenics. 
Another scholar led a “physical 
education” program that collected 
students’ physical measurements to 
support research advancing eugen-
ic theories.

In his message, Bacow called the 
findings “disturbing and shock-
ing,” and he acknowledged that the 

school “perpetuated practices that 
were profoundly immoral.”

“Consequently, I believe we bear 
a moral responsibility to do what 
we can to address the persistent 
corrosive effects of those histor-
ical practices on individuals, on 
Harvard, and on our society,” he 
wrote.

The 130-page report included 
a series of recommendations that 
Bacow endorsed. The $100 million 
will be used to carry out the work, 
with some funding to be made 
available now and more to be held 
in an endowment. The university 
itself has an endowment of more 
than $50 billion, the largest in the 
nation.

The report says Harvard should 
identify the descendants of en-
slaved people and engage with 
them “through dialogue, program-
ming, information sharing, rela-
tionship building and educational 
support.”

“Through such efforts, these 
descendants can recover their his-
tories, tell their stories and pursue 
empowering knowledge,” the 
report said.

More broadly, it urges Har-
vard to fight racial inequality by 
expanding education options for 
descendants of enslaved people, 
especially in the South and the 
Caribbean. It calls on the universi-
ty to work closely with historically 
Black colleges across the country, 
with new funding to bring students 
and scholars to Harvard for up to a 
year at a time.

And acknowledging the enslave-
ment of Native Americans, it calls 
on Harvard to build closer ties 
with New England tribes. Harvard 
should recruit more students from 
tribal communities, the report says, 
and organize a national conference 
promoting research on the enslave-
ment of Indigenous people.

In accepting the recommenda-
tions, Harvard joins an increasing 
number of colleges attempting to 
move from research to action as 
they reconcile with their histories.

Georgetown University in 2019 
promised to raise $400,000 a year 
for the descendants of enslaved 
people sold by the school. The 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
created a $27.6 million reparative 
endowment. The University of 
Virginia established scholarships 
for the descendants of enslaved 
people.

Harvard formally began ex-
ploring its ties to slavery in 2016, 
when former President Drew 
Gilpin Faust acknowledged that the 
school was “directly complicit in 
America’s system of racial bond-
age.” Faust organized a committee 
to study the topic and had a plaque 
installed on campus honoring en-
slaved people who labored there.

Student activists had been 
shining a light on Harvard’s darker 
histories for years. In 2015, stu-
dents demanded that Harvard Law 
School abandon its official crest, 
which was tied to an 18th centu-
ry donor whose family enslaved 
dozens of people. Months later, the 
school retired the symbol.

Soon after becoming president, 
Bacow established a new Presiden-
tial Initiative on Harvard and the 
Legacy of Slavery to dig deeper 
into the university’s role. That 
effort led to the new report.

“The Harvard that I have known, 
while far from perfect, has always 
tried to be better — to bring our 
lived experience ever closer to our 
high ideals,” Bacow wrote. “In re-
leasing this report and committing 
ourselves to following through on 

its recommendations, we continue 
a long tradition of embracing the 
challenges before us.”
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ZONES: NE
for week of  APRIL 24, 2022
ads may run anywhere in your newspaper. Don’t forget to remind your classified department to download the line ads 
for this week at www.okpress.org (ocan042422) - CHOOSE THE AD SIZE CLOSEST TO YOUR COLUMN WIDTH 

SATURDAY, MAY 14
AT NOON

Apache Auction Market 
Apache, OK

Selling bred cows and pairs off local ranches.
COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL

For more information on buying or consigning

888-926-9696
www.stockmanoklahoma.com
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TOP  A tour group walks through the campus of Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass. 
Harvard University is vowing to spend $100 million dollars to research and atone for its 
extensive ties with slavery, the school’s president announced Tuesday, April 26, 2022, with 
plans to identify and support direct descendants of dozens of enslaved people who labored 
at the Ivy League campus. 
ELISE AMENDOLA/AP
LEFT A passer-by walks near a newly unveiled plaque attached to Wadsworth House on the 
campus of Harvard University, that honors four slaves that had been owned by and worked 
for Harvard’s past presidents, in Cambridge, Mass. Harvard President Lawrence Bacow 
announced April 26, 2022, that the university is committing $100 million to study its ties to 
slavery and create a “Legacy of Slavery Fund.” STEVEN SENNE/AP
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