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Dear Friends,

WLC marked its 43rd anniversary in January, and while it is true 
that today we face significant challenges in the world of higher 
education, I remain humbly confident that we are on the right 
strategic path as we strive to grow a distinctive institution.

We exist to provide academic excellence with Christ at the 
center of all we do – as we prepare men and women for 
lives of Christian leadership. This mission of ours is so very 
relevant to the world surrounding us, and well-equipped Christian 
servant leaders are needed today more than ever throughout 
all sectors of society, especially within careers in high-demand 
areas such as health care, medicine, business, technology,               
and education.

God continues to bless and guide our progress. Last May we 
graduated our largest class ever, and in August we welcomed 
our largest freshman class to campus. Several of our facilities 
have received major improvements during the past year, including 
new football field turf and baseball/softball enhancements, as 
well as the renovated Time of Grace Center within our Recreation 
Complex. Two campus additions, a student apartment building 
in 2014 and a new parking center this spring, are helping us 
successfully serve our increasing student body. Similarly, our 
recently redesigned website (wlc.edu) allows us to better deliver 
information and content to an always expanding audience of new 
students and their families.  

All of these upgrades attest to God’s ongoing orchestration of 
WLC’s development and future. Our Lord continues to bless 
WLC with financial generosity and new connections with fellow 
Christians who want to partner with us and support our mission.

Our vision is to be the Christian college of choice by 
distinctively preparing Christian servant leaders. Join us in 
our efforts, prayers, and witnessing of God’s awesome display 
of grace upon the Wisconsin Lutheran College community – one 
anniversary after the next.

Together in Christ’s service,

Dr. Daniel W. Johnson

President, Wisconsin Lutheran College

From the President
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CAMPUS NEWS

College launches NEW WEBSITE 
                        and completes PARKING CENTER 
Two large projects that are vital for the future growth of Wisconsin Lutheran College are coming to fruition in the 
first half of 2016. After more than a year of behind-the-scenes work, the college launched a new website, which 
replaced a site designed more than a decade ago. Following nine months of very visible construction work, a 
much-needed 350-space parking center was slated to open in late spring. 

Wisconsin Lutheran College’s website is one of the 
college’s most important tools for marketing, student 
recruitment, and garnering visibility among supporters 
and members of the community. The college’s 
previous website was designed in 2005 and received 
a facelift in 2010. During the past decade, WLC has 
broadened its offerings to a growing student body, 
and website technology has evolved tremendously.

WLC contracted with The C2 Group in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, to develop a new website for the college. 
In 2015, the college’s website committee members 
and the C2 Group staff moved through the redesign 
timeline, which included the development of design 

concepts and user personas. Usability testing was 
then conducted on campus with students, alumni, 
parents, and prospective students. WLC launched 
an all-new wlc.edu experience in January 2016. 
Features include a program search function, buttons 
for applying or requesting a visit on each page, alumni 
outcome stories, and a responsive design.

In conjunction with the site launch, the college created 
a new online magazine, where timely stories about 
student trips, faculty and alumni accomplishments, 
and college events – readily shareable on social media 
– are highlighted. It’s available at magazine.wlc.edu.

NEW WEBSITE
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Construction was scheduled to be completed in late May on WLC’s parking center, funded by a gift from friends 
of the college. Designed by HGA, the structure was built on Wisconsin Avenue, just east of the Recreation 
Complex, by Catalyst Construction. The new parking spaces will be especially welcomed by commuter students 
in fall, as street parking has become more restricted in the area. To watch a time-lapse video of the project, visit 
wlc.edu/parkingcenter.

PARKING CENTER

AUGUST 2015 
Commuters broke ground

SEPTEMBER 2015 
Structures demolished

OCTOBER 2015 
Site cleared

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015 
Site prepared

JANUARY 2016 
Foundation poured

FEBRUARY 2016 
Walls constructed

MARCH 2016 
Precast sections arrived

APRIL 2016 
Red brick added

MAY 2016 
Finishing work completed
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ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT: Undergraduate Research

“

“
“My opportunities at Wisconsin Lutheran College not 
only prepared me in the ways of learning techniques,” 
said biochemistry major Steven Van Alstine ’15, “but 
trained me in the ways of thinking like a scientist.”
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During his junior year, Steven Van Alstine ’15 sought out a research opportunity 
with Dr. John Werner, assistant professor of biology. As Van Alstine reported, “Dr. 

Werner was eager to mentor me. With his guidance and the guidance of other faculty, 
I was awarded the American Society for Microbiology Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship the summer after my junior year. This fellowship funded me during my 
research on bacterial structure proteins and included presenting my work at the 
American Society for Microbiology conference in New Orleans the following year. 
Research became a bigger focus my senior year, and I presented my work at the WLC 
Undergraduate Research Symposium.” Van Alstine now attends graduate school at 
the University of Massachusetts. 

His story is not unique. Each year WLC students in a variety of academic programs 
work closely with their professors on projects that help prepare them for graduate 
school, professional schools, and the workforce. 

for student research
By Nicole Balza ’99

UNLIMITEDopportunities

“
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“Before starting at WLC, I had no 
idea that I wanted to study biology, 
nor any thought of attending 
graduate school,” said Kathryn 
Hendee ’13. “Taking biology classes 
and getting practical research 
experience at WLC showed me 
that scientific research can be 
a career. I am now in graduate 
school pursuing a Ph.D. in cell and 
developmental biology, and I would 
not have made it to this point were 
it not for the research opportunities 
afforded by WLC.”

Students have these great 
opportunities because, as Van 
Alstine explained, “WLC doesn’t 
have a graduate school [in the 
sciences] attached to it, so 
undergraduate students are the main 
people doing research projects. 
If research is something you find 

interesting, a professor will be eager 
to mentor you.”

Ethan Jahns ’16 is currently working 
with Dr. Kerry Kuehn, professor of 
physics, and a research scientist 
from Toshiba Corporation to develop 
a low-cost, high-precision amplifier 
that can be used to detect low-
energy particles such as x-rays and 
gamma-rays. Kuehn reports that 
the device has potential applications 
in medical imaging or homeland 
security. 

Kuehn has worked with many 
students during his 15 years at WLC 
and has involved them in research 
funded by NASA, the National 
Science Foundation, and the 
Department of Energy. Some of their 
work has been published in national, 
peer-reviewed journals. 

In September 2015, Lakaysha 
Blacksher ’17 learned that her 
research with Dr. Ned Farley, 
assistant professor of anthropology, 
was published in the International 
Journal of Humanities and 
Social Science. Blacksher and 
Farley investigated the health 
and demographics of prehistoric 
populations living in and around the 
southern shores of the American 
Great Lakes. (Read more about their 
research on page 12.)

CONNECTIONS
Obviously the research interests of 
WLC’s students are as varied as 
the experiences and expertise of 
its professors. Also important are 
the connections that WLC and its 
professors have with professional 
organizations.

“I am now in graduate school pursuing a Ph.D. in cell and developmental biology, 
and I would not have made it to this point were it not for the research opportunities 
afforded by WLC.”  
             ~ Kathryn Hendee ’13
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For example, Dr. Dan Ebeling 
’98, professor of chemistry, 
worked with a Silicon Valley 
company, KWJ Engineering, 
during a sabbatical he took 
in 2007-2008. Since then, 
Ebeling has continued to 
work on projects with KWJ 
and has involved his students 
in his work. One particularly 
successful project involved 
students Aaron Vanderhyde 
’11 and Jonas Gertsch ’12, 
who developed catalysts for 
chemical sensors. Ebeling 
reports that the project resulted 
in a new start-up company, and 
WLC students continue to do 
research on related projects. 

WLC also enjoys a close 
relationship with its neighbor, 
the Medical College of 

Wisconsin. Many WLC 
students have gained 
admittance to its medical and 
graduate school programs. 

Hendee won a coveted place 
in the Medical College of 
Wisconsin’s Summer Program 
for Undergraduate Research in 
2011. She is now a graduate 
student at the Medical College 
in the lab of Dr. Elena Semina, 
a professor in the department 
of cell biology, neurobiology, 
and anatomy. Semina notes 
that Hendee was well prepared 
to do graduate work and said, 
“I would be happy to welcome 
another Wisconsin Lutheran 
College graduate into my lab.” 

Each spring WLC holds its 
Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. Students must 
submit an application to 
participate. In 2016, a panel of 
professors chose 30 students to 
showcase their work. Students 
from across many disciplines 
took part, including those 
from art, biology, chemistry, 
communication, English, physics, 
Spanish, and sport and exercise 
science. The keynote speaker at 
the April 2016 event was Dr. Paul 
Beck, professor of history.

Academic departments also host 
research nights each semester 
for students, who then compile 
their findings and take part in 
twice-yearly poster presentations 
on campus. Participating 
majors include communication, 
education, psychology, and sport 
and exercise science.

DID YOU KNOW?



FACILITIES
One reason that WLC 
graduates are well prepared for 
future work in a lab setting is 
because the college possesses 
a state-of-the-art science 
facility. Generac Hall boasts 
equipment on par with or 
above that of other similarly 
sized liberal arts schools. 
A case in point is the new 
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
Spectrometer (NMR) that the 
college purchased in the spring 
of 2015.

“The NMR is the chemist’s MRI 
instrument,” said Dr. Andrew 
Mundt, associate professor of 
chemistry. “It allows us to divine 
how the atoms in molecules 
are stuck together, giving us 
the structure of molecules.”

Dr. Kevin Glaeske, professor 
of chemistry, noted that the 
purchase of the NMR (pictured 
below and at right) is a 
watershed moment for WLC. 
“The addition of an NMR allows 
for more high-level research 
to be done by students and 
faculty,” said Glaeske.

PAVING THE WAY
The combination of research 
opportunities facilitated by 
WLC’s dedicated faculty, 

the college’s connections 
with important professional 
organizations, and its state-of-
the-art facility and equipment 
make WLC a leader in 
undergraduate education in 
the sciences. These examples 
barely scratch the surface 
of the research that WLC’s 
faculty, students, and alumni 
have conducted, published, 
and presented – on campus, 
across the United States, and 
even internationally.

Van Alstine summarized his 
WLC experience: “Research 
is an arduous process that 
requires many hours of lab 
work for what sometimes feels 
like little gain. But the reward 
of knowing you’ve contributed 
something to science when 
you succeed makes the work 
all worth it.” 

Having the opportunity to 
learn that lesson at WLC has 
paved the way for Van Alstine 
to join the many other WLC 
graduates who now contribute 
to the scientific community in 
graduate schools and research 
labs around the country. 

WLC students have traveled to 
countries around the world to 
participate in research. For example, 
Marilee Gloe ’13 and Zachary 
Pappenfuss ’15 traveled to Grenada 
to help Dr. Robert Anderson, 
professor of biology, develop an 
aquaponics program that can also 
serve as a community outreach 
program in mission fields around 
the world. Marine biology students 
maintain ongoing research projects 
regarding the health of Grenada’s 
coral reef and fish populations, as 
well as conduct research in Jamaica.
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DID YOU KNOW?
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Dr. Daniel Ebeling ’98
Professor of Chemistry

Dr. Kevin Glaeske
Professor of Chemistry

Dr. Andrew Mundt
Associate Professor 

of Chemistry

Dr. John Werner
Assistant Professor

of Biology

Dr. Ned Farley, RPA
Assistant Professor

of Anthropology

Dr. Kerry Kuehn
Professor of Physics

“ “

“The addition of an NMR allows 
for more high-level research to be 
done by students and faculty.”

         ~ Dr. Kevin Glaeske
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Adding biological anthropology      
  as an academic major in 2011 

allowed Wisconsin Lutheran College 
to serve the growing number of 
students interested in that field, 
especially the forensics track. The 
college also was able to add a full-
time professor to its faculty who 
passionately shares his interest, 
experience, and knowledge with 
his students – 
as well as his 
Christian faith 
and servant 
attitude. 

“I love teaching 
college students 
where God’s 
creation can be 
celebrated, and 
where his plan 
for humankind 
can be understood through a closer 
examination of human biology 
and culture,” said Dr. Ned Farley, 
assistant professor of anthropology. 
“I also think that as Christians, 
Lutherans in our case, we are well 
suited, spiritually, for this field, and 
specifically forensics. We can detach 
ourselves because we know one’s 
physical body is only his or her earthly 

‘tent,’ and then we can use our 
skill and intellect to analyze and/or 
advocate for the person as a victim.”

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Farley also is an advocate for 
students learning beyond the 
classroom. Several years ago he 
contacted the Milwaukee County 
Medical Examiner’s Office to inquire 

about 
placing WLC 
students in 
internships. 
He learned 
that intern 
positions 
there were 
reserved for 
graduate 
students 
only, from 
either 

Marquette University or the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He still 
asked if he could send two WLC 
undergraduates there for a visit and 
tour. “The development officer from 
the Medical Examiner’s Office called 
me after that tour,” Farley said. “She 
was blown away by our students’ 
depth of knowledge and aptitude for 
the work that went on there. They 

Professors and 
Students Publishing 
Research Findings

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Dr. Ned Farley, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

“ “I love teaching college 
students where God’s 

creation can be celebrated, 
and where his plan 

for humankind can be 
understood through a closer 

examination of human 
biology and culture.
                   - Dr. Ned Farley
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both were accepted as interns, and 
we’ve had an intern there every 
semester since, working in the 
laboratory and field, learning about 
forensic toxicology, crime scene 
analysis, autopsy, and more.”

Farley has developed relationships 
with the Milwaukee Public Museum 
too, where WLC students volunteer 
and present at anthropology fairs. 
In fact, the initial inspiration for 
a recently published research 
project by Farley and colleagues 
began there when a participating 
WLC undergraduate, Courtney 
Moll ’09, began collecting data 
for a Wisconsin crania research 
project. As a senior, Moll 
presented her findings at WLC’s 
annual Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. 

“HOW OUR CAMPUS WORKS”
Today Prof. Moll is an instructor of 
human anatomy and physiology in 
WLC’s biology department. “Two 

years ago I asked if she would 
be willing to work with one of my 
students who wanted to assist 
with additional research on that 
earlier cranial project,” Farley said. 
“She accepted. It was a unique 
situation – Courtney Moll, an 
alumna, Lakaysha Blacksher, an 
undergraduate student, and I – and 
we worked on the piece for more 
than a year.”

In September 2015 their work, 
“Environment, Diet, and Craniofacial 
Development: A Study of Mixed 
Subsistence Strategies in the 
Great Lakes Watershed, AD 
900-1600,” was published in the 
International Journal of Humanities 
and Social Science. Farley noted 
that “although the study’s findings 
require further testing, it does 
provide us with insight into the 
relationship between common 
dietary patterns and cranial 
development.” 

He explained that “this research 
project demonstrates how our 
campus works. The collaboration 
between alumni and current 
students and faculty has 
resulted not only in the work 
being published, but in relevant 
classroom materials. This particular 
research has become part of 
my archaeology and biological 
anthropology course curriculum. 
Our students see that former 
and current undergraduates can 
participate in study and research 
that may be accepted and selected 
for publication in an international 
publication. That’s fairly unique.”

Photo: Dr. Ned Farley, Prof. Courtney 
Moll ’09, and Honors student Lakaysha 
Blacksher ’17 worked on the research 
leading to a recently published article in 
the International Journal of Humanities and 
Social Science. Blacksher plans to pursue 
her Ph.D. in biological anthropology after 
graduation.
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Wisconsin Lutheran College’s Center 
for Christian Leadership, which 

began in 2014, has brought additional, 
intentional programming to the college’s 
focus on Christian leadership. Still, it 
is through WLC’s students that one 
sees most clearly the implementation 
and ownership of Christian leadership 
principles.

Sierra Tackett ’16, a biochemistry 
major, chose to attend WLC because 
of its size, its proximity to medical and 
graduate schools, and its focus on 
academic excellence within a Christian 
environment.

Tackett has embraced the Christian 
leadership concept since her freshman 
year, welcoming opportunities to 
participate in leadership summits and 
workshops. She also enrolled in the 

Center for Christian Leadership’s new 
Certificate Program, through which 
she’s attended additional seminars and 
heard from respected speakers and 
mentors on the subject. “I’ve especially 
appreciated the program’s emphasis on 
taking the time to reflect on the concept 
of Christian leadership,” she said. 

Having had an interest in science 
since her high school days at Lakeside 
Lutheran in Lake Mills, Wisconsin, 
Tackett also found a way to combine 
Christian leadership with research. 
For the past two years she’s served 
as director of WLC’s synthetic biology 
team for the International Genetically 
Engineered Machines (iGEM) 
competition, helping lead WLC’s team 
to a bronze and then gold ranking in 
the international competition. Only 9 
undergraduate teams from the U.S. 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP SPOTLIGHT: Sierra Tackett ’16

CONNECTING ACADEMICS 
               with faith

Sierra Tackett received 
the 2015 Sharon A. 
Schoeneck Christian 
Women’s Leadership 
Scholarship. She earned 
her Certificate in Christian 
Leadership as well as 
her Bachelor of Science 
degree in biochemistry 
from WLC in May. 



Tackett (second from right) was a member of WLC’s 2015 synthetic biology iGem team.
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received honorable mention in 
addition to the gold ranking in 2015, 
including William and Mary, Harvard, 
Stanford, Cornell, and WLC.

It was outreach to local high school 
students and science teachers – 
about how faith and science can 
coexist, and how to approach 
biotechnology from a strong basis 
in Christian faith – that garnered 
special recognition for WLC’s 
efforts to establish a public dialogue 
about synthetic biology. Tackett, 
who coordinated the iGEM team’s 
summer camp for high school 
students, said, “We were able to 
share these outreach experiences 
– and discuss our faith – with the 
judges at the iGEM competition. 
They were very interested . . . not at 
all condescending.”

Tackett also interned for two 
semesters in the Milwaukee 
County Medical Examiner’s Office. 
“Between my experiences with 
iGEM and in the Medical Examiner’s 

Office, I know I want a career in 
pathology,” Tackett said. “I have an 
aptitude – and passion – for this 
work.”

Dr. Rhoda Wolle, Dean of Student 
Success and an advisor for the 
Certificate Program, concurs with 
Tackett’s self-assessment. “Sierra 
has wisdom beyond her years and 
a strong ability to discern where her 
gifts, talents, and time can best be 
used to serve others,” she added. 
“She’s shown great capacity to step 

into uncharted waters when she 
sees a problem to solve or a need 
to fill.”

Wolle concluded: “Sierra’s also 
been able to garner the interests 
of her peers, help them utilize their 
skills to accomplish a goal, and 
hold herself as well as teammates 
to a very high standard. Above all, 
she’s a young woman of Christian 
integrity. Her compass remains 
steadfast on her Savior, guiding her 
as she navigates life.”
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Current Wisconsin Lutheran 
College students were asked 
what they love about their 
college choice. Here is what a 
selection of students had to say.

“Why WLC?”
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In the Classroom
“The ratio of students to professors is something that really 
surprised me. Looking at the stats on a sheet of paper doesn’t 
compare to actually sitting in a class of less than 30 students, 
which is quite rewarding. It establishes a close connection 
between fellow classmates and with the professor.” – Amanda 

“I chose WLC because it is a Christian college. I am a nursing 
student, and I wanted to learn about the human body from 
Christian professors. Any nursing program can teach you how 
to administer medication and put in an IV, but WLC’s nursing 
program teaches us how to care for our patients spiritually as 
well as physically.” – Allison

Outside the Classroom

Leadership & Growth

Spiritual Life

Campus Atmosphere

“Studying art at WLC is a highlight for me during the week. 
Being in Milwaukee gives art students many opportunities to 
get out into the community. My classes have traveled to the 
Milwaukee Art Museum, the Milwaukee County Zoo, and the 
Urban Ecology Center.”   – Ellen

“I have had the opportunity to travel and teach in three 
countries during my time at WLC. Being able to teach students 
in Grenada, Hungary, and China has opened my eyes to the 
global society we all live in and how I am able to make a 
difference in the lives of others, even on the other side of 
the world.”   – Samuel

“WLC has allowed me to participate in a wide variety 
of areas on campus. I've learned more than I expected 
from my campus job and coursework. My faith has been 
strengthened more than I anticipated. I've been able to develop 
relationships with my professors, grow in my social abilities, 
and form lasting friendships.”   – Austin

“One of the best things about WLC is that there is a 
leadership opportunity for everyone. Some of these are very 
large projects, and some are small. There is a variety of 
options available so that students find what opportunity best 
suits them.”   – Jim

“My favorite part of WLC is the Christian atmosphere and 
opportunities. I did not have daily chapel growing up in public 
schools and I appreciate every opportunity I have to worship 
and grow in my faith.” – Erica

“There are so many more opportunities here to grow in God's 
word than I expected. I thought there would only be chapel and 
religion courses like high school, but there is so much more. 
There are Bible studies throughout the week, Matins, Vespers, 
spiritual retreats, service opportunities, and all are Gospel 
motivated, not mandatory.”   – Iraina

“I took a tour of WLC and immediately fell in love with 
this campus. As a student at WLC you become a part of 
a much bigger family that is unlike anything you usually find 
in this world. As a senior that is by far the hardest thing to 
leave behind.”   – Kyle

“The main reason I wanted to go here was because 
of the Christian-based atmosphere and teachings. 
I wanted a college that impressed good morals and values 
upon the students, with professors, pastors, and role models 
who genuinely care about you, the student.”   – Samantha



Derek Deprey earned his Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from WLC followed by a Master of 
Sports Science in Sports Management from the United 
States Sports Academy in Alabama.

He spent four years as a video scout with the Milwaukee 
Bucks and three years as an assistant basketball coach 
with Marquette University and the University of Utah. 
During his time in basketball, Deprey coached with three 
NBA coaches of the year and in the NCAA tournament. 
He also is a leadership speaker, teacher, and coach for 
the John Maxwell Team.

Deprey talked about the opportunities that were open 
to him as a WLC student: “Because of WLC, its faculty 
and staff, I interned with the Milwaukee Brewers and 

Milwaukee Bucks. Additionally, I was connected to the Wisconsin 
Athletic Club through a WLC alumnus.”

He added, “If I had to pick one word to summarize my experience 
at WLC, it would be ‘care.’ The faculty cares about personal 
growth. They care about wellness. They care about relationships. 
And they care about servant leadership. WLC truly connected with 
me in a way that no other college or university could have done.”

Deprey is a member of the WLC alumni board and an adjunct 
professor in WLC’s College of Adult and Graduate Studies. He 
served as a panelist last October during WLC’s Christian Business 
Leaders Summit. Deprey is married to Rachel and they have 
two girls, Ellie and Mia. Read more about him on his blog at 
derekdeprey.com.

Warriors on Their Way

Derek Deprey ’02
General Manager & Corporate Director of Training 
& Development at the Wisconsin Athletic Club
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

After they graduate, alumni of Wisconsin Lutheran College pursue a variety of professions. Many 
remain in Wisconsin, while some head across the country. Here’s a closer look at four alumni who truly 
are Warriors on Their Way.
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Warriors on Their Way

Dan Tjernagel, an English major, also acquired his 
secondary education certificate from WLC upon 
graduation. He went on to earn his Master of Arts in 
Educational Leadership from Winona State University 
and currently is pursuing a Ph.D. in Educational 
administration from Marian University.

After graduating from WLC, Tjernagel taught 
high school English and coached basketball in 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin, and Nekoosa, Wisconsin, 
before beginning his administrative career as the 
assistant principal and athletic director at Nekoosa 
High School. He then served as assistant principal at 
Oshkosh West High School in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
for three years, followed by a decade of serving 
as the principal at Ripon High School in Ripon, 
Wisconsin. Tjernagel began his current position as 
Superintendent of Schools for the School District of Sturgeon Bay 
in July 2014. 

“The opportunity to get out into schools for observations, 
interviews, clinical experiences, and student teaching was 
valuable,” said Tjernagel about his time at WLC. “My English 
degree also has served me very well.”

He added: “Playing four years of basketball provided experiences I 
draw upon to this day, such as modeling perseverance and when 
working with people to navigate a wide variety of challenges.”

Tjernagel is a member of the Sturgeon Bay Noon Rotary Club. He 
also serves on the YMCA Board of Directors in Door County. He is 
married to Carrie (Otto) ’95, and they have a daughter, Gabi.

Dan Tjernagel ’95
Superintendent of Schools for the School District 
of Sturgeon Bay
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin
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Maggie Paton ’12
Software Engineer at Rubixis, Inc.
Fremont, California

At WLC, Maggie (Simon) Paton earned a Bachelor 
of Science in mathematics and educational studies 
with a chemistry minor. She then obtained a 
Master of Computer Science from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. During her time in Madison, 
she served as a research and teaching assistant 
and helped develop and author website content 
concerning flight and weather simulation.

She married her “graduate school sweetheart” in 
June 2014. They then moved to California so that 
he could accept a position as a software engineer 
at Facebook. She began her position at Rubixis, 
an innovative software company that creates 
solutions and services for the healthcare industry, in 
November 2014.

Paton said, “My computer science coursework at WLC helped 
build a great foundation for further studies in graduate school 
at UW-Madison. My mathematics and education coursework 
helped with technical and research skills that I use every day.”

She added that she is most grateful for the one-on-one time 
with professors at WLC: “Their advice about everything, 
from school to relationships to careers, was so helpful and 
appreciated. I am never afraid to ask questions when I need 
to. In my work, it is very important to know when to try to keep 
problem solving on your own and when to ask others for their 
input and help. My WLC professors encouraged me to never 
give up on my dreams, which was a vital idea to remember 
when going through the arduous process of job applications 
and interviews.”

Warriors on Their Way

20 | Spring 2016

Background image: San Francisco Bay, California



Jeremiah Harbach earned his Bachelor of Arts 
in interdisciplinary studies with an emphasis in 
organizational leadership at WLC, and took a 
position in Milwaukee with a small but rapidly 
expanding tech company after graduation. 
By January 2015, he had been offered – and 
accepted – a position with Google. Normally 
based at the company’s Mountain View, 
California, headquarters, Harbach spent 
the first few months of 2016 working out of 
Google’s Latin America headquarters in São 
Paulo, Brazil.

Harbach said about his time at WLC that 
he was “blessed to have a few professors 
who really connected with me, intellectually 
challenged me with their expert knowledge, 
and genuinely wanted me to be successful. I attribute much of 
my learning at WLC to their passion for teaching.”

He said that he was well prepared by his WLC experience: 
“Hard, technical knowledge alone will not get you into Google 
unless you helped invent the Internet. There was a strong 
emphasis on doing the right thing and helping others at WLC. 
The same theme runs very strong at Google and that mindset is 
a quality looked for in potential employees here.”

Harbach continued: “Honestly, most of the non-general 
education courses made a strong impact on me. Those were 
the classes that stretched my mind the furthest because I 
wanted to learn. Being able to communicate effectively and 
connect with people may be the single most important skill 
I honed at WLC. A good communicator can be understood. 
Couple that with some technical knowledge and you have 
someone who leaves a lasting impression.”

Jeremiah Harbach ’14
IT Resident at Google
Mountain View, California

Warriors on Their Way
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In August, Wisconsin Lutheran College renamed its 
gymnasium the Time of Grace Center. The name serves 
as an outreach tool to encourage visitors to hear the 
Gospel shared by Time of Grace, a multimedia Christian 
ministry. The focal point of the college’s Recreation 
Complex, the Time of Grace Center serves the needs 
of students and the community, hosting activities for up 
to 160,000 visitors annually. Thanks to an anonymous 
$800,000 gift, the facility received much-needed 
upgrades, including new bleachers and a new wood 
floor, which has been named Catalyst Court. The 

donation received for the court’s naming rights enabled 
the college to upgrade its scoreboard and basketball 
goals, as well as repaint the entire space. 

The Warriors basketball teams had successful seasons 
in their renovated facility. The men’s team made the 
Northern Athletics Collegiate Conference (NACC) 
Tournament and hosted a first-round game. The 
women’s team won the NACC Tournament as hosts 
of the championship contest, qualifying for their sixth 
straight NCAA Tournament.
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I can do all this through him who gives me strength.         - Philippians 4:13
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