
Dear Functional Medicine Patient,

It is with mixed feelings that I write to inform you that beginning this fall, Atkinson Family
Practice will no longer be offering Functional Medicine Services as part of their medical practice
offerings. Therefore, I will be leaving Atkinson Family Practice in September. I plan to practice
Functional Medicine locally, and I will be updating you as my plans solidify.

In order to facilitate the transition of care I have been providing at AFP, it is necessary to make
some significant changes in the interim. I am committed to leaving the people I’ve worked with in
the best situation possible, and this will mean the structure of appointments will necessarily
change. We apologize up front for changes in scheduling; please know that we are making every
effort to meet the needs of all the patients I’m currently seeing, as well as supporting the needs of
the practice in general. Scheduling changes will be made as of May 3, and some of your
appointments may be transitioned into a group visit format. We remain committed to providing
high quality, patient-centered Functional Medicine care. Group medical visits will be a necessary
part of the transition process.

As you know, we’ve been able to bill your insurance for the Functional Medicine care you receive
at AFP. I regret to inform you that it is unlikely that will be able to continue when I transition
away from working within a Family Practice office. I am committed to offering services within the
community, maintaining affordability whenever possible. Again, as concrete plans develop, I will
be able to provide more information over the coming months.

Important! Please know that we are committed to keeping you informed throughout the
transition process. However, the COVID pandemic has put tremendous strain on our office staff,
and they will not be able to take individual calls or emails with questions about the transition at
this time. We will be providing you with more detailed information as it becomes available, and
you will be contacted for any scheduling changes that affect you. PLEASE, do not email or call the
Functional Medicine team about this transition. There simply is not time to field questions and
provide care for existing patients and plan for a successful transition. If email and call volume
increase further, we may have no choice but to suspend incoming emails to me, which would be
detrimental for everyone. We appreciate your patience and understanding during this transition
time.

I imagine you may be wrestling with a variety of emotions as you receive this information, as we
all are. We are deeply sorry for the valid anxiety and fear this news will inevitably cause some as
you consider what this transition means for you. Please know that I plan to maintain
communication with your Primary Care Providers at AFP throughout this transition and beyond to
best support your health needs that fall outside the traditional medical model. I strongly
recommend you continue receiving Primary Care at Atkinson Family Practice, as I will not be
providing any Primary Care services in my new setting.
           
You will receive further communication from the Functional Medicine Team in the coming
months, but please let me take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude for every single
one of you who has shared your history and your soul with me over the last five years. It is truly a
privilege to do the work I am called to do, to dig in about from where we each have come, combine
that with the biochemistry of life, and help figure out how to help people feel and live better. You
are a blessing to me, and I am forever grateful.

With gratitude and peace and more to come,
                                             
Jessica Jimison, FNP-C, IFMCP
Liz Gelotte, Functional Medicine Certified Health Coach, NBC-HWC
Nicole Smigiel, Functional Medicine Coordinator


