
Important FAQs about the Roe V. Wade Decision 

 

What is the law in Massachusetts?  

Abortion in Massachusetts is legal until the 24th week of pregnancy. After the 24th week of pregnancy, 

an abortion may only be performed in certain circumstances; to preserve the patient’s health or in the 

instance of a lethal fetal anomaly or fetal incompatibility with sustained life. Massachusetts law says, “A 

physician, physician assistant, nurse practitioner or nurse midwife may perform an abortion consistent 

with the scope of their practice and license if, in their best medical judgment, the pregnancy has existed 

for less than 24 weeks.” “If a pregnancy has existed for 24 weeks or more, no abortion may be performed 

except by a physician and only if it is necessary, in the best medical judgment of the physician, to preserve 

the life of the patient, if it is necessary, in the best medical judgment of the physician, to preserve the 

patient’s physical or mental health or, in the best medical judgment of the physician, an abortion is 

warranted because of a lethal fetal anomaly or the fetus is incompatible with sustained life outside the 

uterus.” 

 

Are there restrictions on teen pregnancies in Massachusetts?  

Yes. If the patient is a minor younger than 16, at least one parent or legal guardian must consent before 

an abortion is provided. However, a judge can excuse the minor from this requirement with a judicial 

bypass. 

 

Are there laws in MA about medical/pharmaceutical abortions (“the abortion pill”)?  

Pregnant people in Massachusetts are eligible to get medical abortion services (abortion pills) through an 

in-person visit with a provider or via a telemedicine visit and the mail if received in Massachusetts.  

As of 6/24/22--Medical/pharmaceutical abortion is a procedure that uses medication (pills) to end a 

pregnancy. A medical abortion doesn't require surgery or anesthesia. The FDA has said the pills are safe 

and effective for ending pregnancies up to ten weeks; the World Health Organization says they work up 

to 12 weeks. Two different medicines are taken to end a pregnancy. The first medication (mifepristone) 

blocks the hormones necessary for a pregnancy to grow; this terminates the fetus. The second pill 

(misoprostol) makes the patient’s uterus contract and empty, like a miscarriage. 

 

  



Patient Resources 

There are funding resources for patients in MA and NH. Each fund has specific and unique eligibility 
requirements that should be reviewed in detail. 
 

--Abortion Rights Fund of Western Massachusetts 

The Abortion Rights Fund of Western Massachusetts is able to help abortion seekers in Massachusetts 
with paying for their abortion. 
Call: 413-582-3532 ~ https://arfwm.org/ 
 

Social media 

• https://www.facebook.com/ARFWM/ 
• https://twitter.com/arfwm 
 
 

Atkinson Family Practice provides Reproductive Health Services including IUDs, Nexplanon, 
free condoms, and other methods of contraceptive care, as well as all routine screening exams 
and testing for our patients. 
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